
NPS Form 1 O m  
(Rev. a) VLR - qlalpq ~ p - f i ~ ,  97 '? 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 
This form Is for use in nominating or requesting determlnatlons of eligibility for lndivldual properties or dlstrlcts. See Instructlone In Guldellnee 
for Completing NaNonel Reglster Forms (Natlonal Reglster Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marklng "xu in the approprlate box or by enterlng 
the requested Information. If an Item does not apply to the property belng documented, enter "NIA" for "not applicable." For functions, etyles, materlais, 
end areas of slgnlflcance, enter only the categorles and subcategories llsted in the Instructions. For additional space use contlnuatlon ehests 
(Form 10-9Wa). Type all entrles. 

1. Name o f  Property 
hlstoric name RE= MEMORIAI, CHURCH 
other nameslsite numbor B e t h e l  B a ~ t i s t  Memorial Church VDHL S i t e  No. 21-35 

2. Locatlon 
street & number County Rou te  622 N /A not for publlcatlon 
clty, town White P o s t  lJJ vlcinlty 
etate V i r ~ i n i a  code ' JA county C l a r k e  code 043 zlp code Z933 

3, Claaeltlcatlon 
Ownershlp of Property Category of Property Number of Resource8 wlthln Property 

private bulldIng(8) Contrlbutlng Noncontrlbutlng 
[7 public-local [7 dlstrlct 1 bulldlngs 

publlc-State site 1 sltee 
C] public-Federal CI] structure structure8 

object objects 
2 0 Total 

Name of related multiple property llstlng: Number of contributing resources prevlously 
N / A  llsted in the Natlonal Register 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Certif ication 
- 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that thls 
4 nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic - Places andmeets the procedural and professional requirements - set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. 

ts U does not meet the National Register criteria. U See continuatlon sheet. 
9-26-89 

Date 
Tli r e c t o r .  V A  n~nar tmpnt  n f  H i  s t n r i r  R~sni i rres  

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinlon, the property meets doe8 not meet the Natlonal Register crlterla. See contlnuatlon sheet. 

I Signature of commenting or other ofllclal Data I 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Servlce Certlt ication 
I, hereby, certify that thls property is: 

Oentered in the Natlonal Register. 
See contlnuation sheet. 

Odetermined eligible for the National 
Register. (See contlnuatlon sheet. 

ndetermlned not eligible for the 
Natlonal Register. 

[Zl removed from the Natlonal Reglster. 
0 other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Actlon 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Fundions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

R e l i g i o n / R e l i g i o u s  S t r u c t u r e  R e l i g i o n / R e l i g i o u s  S t r u c t u r e  

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter Categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation B r i c k  
E a r l y  R e p u b l i d F e d e r a l  walls B r i c k  

roof Meta l  
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

B e t h e l  Memorial Church is  l o c a t e d  o f f  of  coun ty  r o u t e  622 i n  s o u t h e r n  C l a r k e  County. The 
p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g ,  b u i l t  between 1833 and 1836, e x i s t s  w i t h  on ly  a  few minor a l t e r a t i o n s  
t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c .  It i s  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  of  b r i c k  and l a i d  i n  
f ive  a u r s a  American bond. It i s  two s t o r i e s  h i g h  and sits on a low b r i c k  basement.  The 
f r o n t  f a c a d e  h a s  two d o o r s  and t h e  s i d e  f a c a d e s  are f i v e  bays  of windows. B e t h e l ' s  i n t e r i o r  
h a s  many we l l -p rese rved  e l e m e n t s  i n c l u d i n g  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  o i l  lamps and g r a i n -  
p a i n t e d  pews. B e t h e l  Memorial Church is one of  C l a r k e  County ' s  b e s t  p r e s e r v e d  r e l i g i o u s  
s t r u c t u r e s .  

The e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e  i s  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h i s  gable-end f a c a d e  is  t h r e e  bays  
wide.  On t h e  ground l e v e l ,  t h e  two o u t e r  bays  are e n t r y  d o o r s  and t h e  c e n t r a l  bay is a 
t w e l v e  over  t w e l v e  window. The second s t o r y  of  t h i s  f a c a d e  i s  made up of t h r e e  bays  of  
t w e l v e  over  t w e l v e  windows. The two e n t r a n c e  d o o r s  o n  t h i s  f a c a d e  of t h e  c h u r c h  appear  t o  
be o r i g i n a l .  They are e i g h t - p a n e l  wooden d o o r s  w i t h  a f o u r  l i g h t  r e c t a n g u l a r  t ransom above.  

The s i d e  ( n o r t h  and s o u t h )  e l e v a t i o n s  are i d e n t i c a l .  The second s t o r y  of  t h e  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  
i s  composed o f  f i v e  b a y s  of t w e l v e  over  t w e l v e  windows ( t h e s e  a p p e a r  o r i g i n a l ) .  The ground 
l e v e l  i s  a l s o  made up o f  f i v e  bays;  f o u r  are t w e l v e  o v e r  t w e l v e  windows, and t h e  f i f t h  is 
a n  e n t r a n c e  door .  The windows on t h e  ground l e v e l  were r e p l a c e d  by l a r g e  panes  i n  t h e  l a te  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and were r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  s i z e  i n  1969. The end bay on both  
o f  t h e  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  is occup ied  by d o o r s  which a r e  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h o s e  on t h e  main f a c a d e .  
These  s i d e  e n t r a n c e s  g i v e  access t o  t h e  g a l l e r y  staircases. The b r i c k  w a l l s  of  t h e s e  two 
e l e v a t i o n s  are capped by a mouse t o o t h  b r i c k  c o r n i c e  (now p a r t i a l l y  obscured  by g u t t e r s ) .  

The wes t  ( r e a r )  o f  B e t h e l  Memorial Church i s  composed o f  two bays o f  twe lve  o v e r  t w e l v e  
windows on two l e v e l s .  The s a s h e s  of t h e  windows on t h e  ground l e v e l  were r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  s i z e  i n  1969.  The upper  l e v e l  windows a p p e a r  o r i g i n a l .  

The b r i c k  work a t  B e t h e l  h a s  been r e p o i n t e d  i n  most p l a c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  lower  s t a g e s  
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  I n  most cases, t h e  mor ta r  w a s  n o t  p r o p e r l y  matched. S t a n d i n g  seam 
s h e e t  metal c o v e r s  B e t h e l ' s  g a b l e  r o o f .  There  is a n  i n t e r i o r  f l u e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of 
t h e  church  towards  t h e  east end .  It was added i n  1874. It a p p e a r s  t h a t  a t  one time t h e r e  
were  s h u t t e r s  f o r  t h e  windows, b u t  t h e y  are now m i s s i n g .  There  a r e  f l a t  a r c h e s  o v e r  a l l  t h e  
doors  and windows a t  B e t h e l .  

The i n t e r i o r  of  B e h t e l  f o l l o w s  t h e  form promised by t h e  e n t w  f a c a d e  The t w i n  e n t r a n c e s  
g i v e  access t o  v e s t i b u l e s  w i t h  a room occupying t h e  i n t e r i o r  areas between them. T h e r e  is 
a door  i n t o  t h i s  room from on ly  t h e  n o r t h e r n  v e s t i b u l e .  On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  bo th  v e s t i b u l e s  
are t h e  g a l l e r y  stairs. On e n t e r i n g  t h e  main s p a c e  of  t h e  c h u r  , two a i s l e s  d i v i d e  t h e  

@See continuation sheet 



- 
8. Statement of Significance 
Certitying official has considered the significance of this properly in relation to other properties: 

nationally astatewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [7 A C] B c q D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) OA 0 8  [ 7 C  OD OE OF OG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Signifi-at Dates 
A r c h i t e c t u r e  1833-1939 1833 - 1836 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ArchitectlBuiider 
N/A Unknown -- - 

-- 

State significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations. and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
B e t h e l  Memorial Church s e r v e s  as a t a n g i b l e  and a c c e s s i b l e  reminder  of  l i f e  i n  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  C l a r k e  County. It i s  a l s o  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  i t  remains  b a s i c a l l y  
untouched s i n c e  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  1833-36. Its h i s t o r y  i n v o l v e d  many i n f l u e n t i a l  f a m i l i e s  
i n  C l a r k e  County. The minu te  books of  B e t h e l  which e x i s t  from 1808-1930 are a  t e s t a m e n t  
t o  t h e  impor tance  of  t h e  church  i n  t h e  community d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  

Be the l  Memorial Church is s i t u a t e d  o f f  of  one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  r o a d s  i n  C l a r k e  County. The 
b u i l d i n g  marks t h e  approx imate  l o c a t i o n  of a mid-e igh teen th  c e n t u r y  Quaker mee t ing  house .  
The l a n d  now occup ied  by B e t h e l  Memorial Church was p a r t  of  t h e  1730 g r a n t  by Thomas 6 t h  
Lord F a i r f a x  t o  Rober t  "King" C a r t e r .  I n  1740 t h e  p r o p e r t y  was conveyed t o  Rober t  Burwel l ,  
grandson o f  Rober t  C a r t e r .  R o b e r t ' s  s o n ,  N a t h a n i e l ,  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  t r a c t  a l o n g  w i t h  2 ,309  
a c r e s  when h e  m a r r i e d  Mary Wormley. I n  1771,  John H.  Norton bought t h e  t r a c t  and i n  t h e  
same y e a r  conveyed i t  t o  A l e x a n d r i a  Henderson. Major Thomas Massle  a c q u i r e d  145 a c r e s  i n  
1791 from Henderson,  and i n  t u r n  s o l d  f i f t y - e i g h t  a c r e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  B e t h e l  t ract  t o  Wil l iam 
Davis.  Mention of  "God's Acre on t h e  h i l l  known as B e t h e l ' s  Meeting House" i n  a  deed of  
1765 h a s  l e d  t o  s p e c u l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  s i te  was a g i f t  t o  t h e  Quaker  c o n g r e g a t i o n  from 
Rober t  Burwel l .  Wi l l i am Davis ,  t h e  l a s t  p r i v a t e  owner o f  t h e  s i te ,  w a s  one  of  t h e  found ing  
members of t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  of  B e t h e l  B a p t i s t  Church i n  1808. I 

It is  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  Quakers had a l o g  meet ing house  on t h i s  s i te  c a l l e d  B e t h e l .  Because 
of  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  Quakers  were n o t  s o  p o p u l a r  d u r i n g  and a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
War and tended t o  g a t h e r  more c l o s e l y  i n  l a r g e r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  E i t h e r  f o r  t h i s  o r  f o r  o t h e r  
r e a s o n s ,  t h e  l o g  mee t ing  house  was unoccupied when t h e  B a p t i s t  c o n g r e g a t i o n  dec ided  t o  t a k e  

l 
it o v e r  i n  1808. B e t h e l ' s  minu te  books start  i n  1808 and document t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  church  
from t h a t  p e r i o d  on. They speak  o f  t h e  female  members of t h e  church  and how i n  1855 t h e y  
were f i n a l l y  a l lowed  t o  v o t e  on church  matters. The minu te  books a l s o  i n c l u d e  many d e t a i l s  
abou t  t h e  b l a c k  members of t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  The las t  e n t r y  i n  t h e  minu te  books was d a t e d  
June  8, 1930. From t h a t  time on B e t h e l  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  l o n g  p e r i o d s  of non-use. I n  t h e  
1940s.  Bever ly  Brownley McKay, whose f a m i l y  had l o n g  been a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  church ,  was 
t h e  prime mover i n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  g raveyard  and t h e  church  t o  make them sound. The 
r e s t o r a t i o n  e f f o r t s  have c o n t i n u e d  s i n c e  t h e n .  I n  t h e  r e c e n t  p a s t ,  B e t h e l  was o n l y  used 
on rare o c c a s s i o n s  b u t  now e f f o r t s  a r e  being made t o  d i v e r s i f y  i ts  u s e s  and make i t  more 
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  

See continuation sheet 
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Section number 7 Page 1 

s p a c e  i n t o  t h r e e  s e a t i n g  a r e a s .  The g a l l e r y  above s u r r o u n d s  t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
and is suppor ted  by seven  s l e n d e r  u n f l u t e d  b a s e l e s s  D o r i c  columns. These seven columns 
are r e p e a t e d  a g a i n  on t h e  g a l l e r y  l e v e l  and a c t  t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t  t h e  c e i l i n g .  The r a i l i n g  
on t h e  g a l l e r y  l e v e l  is made up of  a p l a i n  h a n d r a i l  and s q u a r e  b a l u s t e r s .  

A t  t h e  wes t  end o f  t h e  church  i s  t h e  p u l p i t  a r e a  which is  marked by a p l a t f o r m  two s t e p s  
above t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  body o f  t h e  church .  On e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  p u l p i t  a r e a  are r o b i n g  
rooms. 

The columns and t h e  s e a t i n g  b e a r  ev idence  o f  g r a i n  p a i n t i n g .  The columns have a l l  been 
p a i n t e d  g reen  from t h e  pews upward. The b e s t  examples of g r a i n  p a i n t i n g  can  be  s e e n  i n  
t h e  e n d s  of t h e  pews. The o i l  lamps a t  B e t h e l  w e r e i n s t a l l e d  i n  1874 and are s t i l l  i n  
u s e .  Two s t o v e s  were a l s o  i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h e  same time f o r  h e a t i n g  purposes .  B e t h e l  Memorial 
Church h a s  never  been e l e c t r i f i e d  s o  i t  s t i l l  r e l i e s  on t h e  o i l  lamps a s  a s o u r c e  o f  l i g h t .  
The s t o v e s  have n o t  been used i n  o v e r  t e n  y e a r s  b u t  a r e  s t i l l  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  church .  

B e t h e l ' s  graveyard is l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  church .  It c o n t a i n s  t h e  g r a v e s  of many 
o f  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  f o r m e r  members. It h a s  two f a m i l y  p l o t s  which a r e  both  e n c l o s e d  by s t o n e  
f e n c e s .  One c o n t a i n s  t h e  g r a v e s  of  t h e  Sowers f a m i l y ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  c o n t a i n s  members 
o f  t h e  Ker foo t  f a m i l y .  The g raveyard  i s  shaded by mature  oak and p i n e  trees. The e n t i r e  
churchyard is e n c l o s e d  by a board f e n c e  which was b u i l t  i n  t h e  mid- 1970s .  



MacKay -Smith, Alexander .  "Bethel  Church c.1765-1977." P roceed ings  of  t h e  C l a r k e  County 
H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1977-78, 19, 34-52. 

Prevloun documentatlon on 1Ile (NPS): 
~p re l lm lna ry  d*rrmlnatlon 01 lndlvldual ll8tlng (38 CFR 87) 

h u  barn reqUe8tOd 

1 prrvlouely ll8ied In the Nalonal Reglntrr 
prevloualy detrrmlned ellglble by the Natlonal Reglater 
de8lgnaled a Natlonal Hlstorlc Landmark 
recorded by Hlstorlo American Buiidlnga 
Survey U 

orecorded by Hlstorlo Amerlcan Englneering 

0 S e e  contlnuatlon ahart 

Prlmary looatlon of addltlonal data: 

1 State hlatorlo pre8ervntlon office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local Oovernment 

q Unlverslty 
m o t h e r  
Speclfy repository: 

e Countv H i s t o r i c a l  Associa t ion,  
B e r r y v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a .  

10. Geoqraphlcal Data 
Acreage of property 1 .43  acres 

UTM References 
A L L _ I  u - 

Zone Easting North~ng Zone Easting Northing 
B W  w u 

c w  u u o w  u - 
See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary of B e t h e l  Memorial Church is  shown on t h e  accompanying map e n t i t l e d  "Land of  
B e t h e l  B a p t i s t  Memorial Church". 

See contlnuatlon sheet 

Boundary Justiflcatlon 

The boundary i n d u d e s  t h e  e n t i r e  p a r c e l  t h a t  h a s  been h i s t o r i c a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  proper ty  
p l u s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  cemetery  p l o t  a r e a  deeded t o  t h e  church  i n  1977. 

See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/tltle Maral S. Ka lb ian ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n  
organiratlon date F ~ h r ~ g a r v  1989 
atreat (L number h t ~  1 Rnu 86 telephone (7031 817 7087 - 
clty or town R n r r r e  state a n i  a zlp code 22620 
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