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1. Name of Property ............................................ ---------------_-------------------------- --- ----------- 
historic name Lucky Hit 

other namesfsite number V D H R  File No. 21-45 -- 
................................................................... 
_---------------------------------------_I 

2. Location .................................................................... ........................................................................... 
street & number S side SR 628 4500 it NE of jct SR 658 not for publication N/A 
city or town - White Post vicinity x 
state - Virginia - code V - 1 - - - zip code 2Za6J __-_------------------------------------------------------------ ............................................................. - - - - - - - - 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification ............................................................. 
A S  the designated author i tyunder the National H is to r ic  Preservatiw, Act of 1986, as amended,, I hereby c e r t i f y  that  t h i s  -x- nanination - request f o r  determination o f  e l l g i b i l i t y  m e t s  the d o c m n t a t l o n  standards f o r  registerlng p r o p r t l e s  i n  the National Register of 
H~s to r i c  Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set fo r th  i n  36 CFR Part 60. I n  my opinion, the p r o p r t y  
r meets does no t  meet the National Register Cr i te r ia .  I reccmnerd that  t h i s  p r o p r t y  be considered s ign i f i can t  -nat ional ly  - - - staten=-xX loca l l y .  ( - See continuation sheet f o r  addi t ional  connmts.) 

, Yn;11,> \JL-c L 
'of certifying official Date 

Director, Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

I n  my opinion, the property - meets - does not meet the National 
Register c r i t e r i a .  ( - See continuation sheet f o r  addi t ional  cannents.) 

Signature of camnentlng o r  other o f f i c i a l  Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

- - - - 

4. National Park Service Certification ----------- --------------------I-=------------------ ............................... 
I, hereby c e r t i f y  that  t h i s  property is: 

- entered i n  the National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

- m r n l n e d  e l ~ g l b l e  f o r  the 
National Register. 

See c o n t i n u a f l y  sheet. 
- 6 r m l n e d  not e l ~ g r b l e  f o r  the 

National Register . 
- removed from the National Register 

- other (explain): 

signacure or Keeper uare 
of Action 



-- --- 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 
x private - - - public-local - public-State - public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
-x- building(s) - district - site - structure - object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
3 3 buildings 

-0- -0- sites 
-0- -2- structures 
-0- -0- objects 
-3- -- -5- Total -- 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register -- 0 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A1' if property is not part of 
a multiple property listing.) - N/A 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: WXZSTIC sub: Single dwelling 

Soaondary stmature 

-- - ------ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation BRICK 
roof --TI& : t ln 
walls BRICK 
other WOOD 

amn 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property 
on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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Lucky Hit Clarke County. V i r a  

10. Geoara~hical Data 

Acreage of Property - 131.5 aares - 
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- See continuation sheet. 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on 
continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuatic 
sheet. ) 

11. Form Preparod By 

name/title Kimberly Bart 

organization - Department of Bistoria Promorvation - date - 3 B o b n u r y  1993 - 
street & number mry Washington Colloge telephone - 703-899-4037 - 
city or town Fredoricksburg state - VA - zip code - 22401-5358 - 

- - 

Additional Docurontation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage 
or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 



Luclnr H i t  C l a r k .  C o u n t v .  Vircrind 

P r o p e r t y  Ownor 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Mr. E. Kondall S t o a k  

street & number - P.  0.  B o x  206 telephone - 703-837-2473 - 
city or town Whit. P o s t  state - VA - zip code - 22663 - 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Lucky Hit is a 150-acre farm located in southwestern Clarke County, one mile east of 
the village of White Post. The main house was built in the 1790s by Colonel Richard Kidder 
Meade. It is a five-bay, two-story, gable-roofed, Federal-style dwelling built of locally made 
brick. The house has a double- pile, central-passage plan and features broad interior end 
chimneys, pedimented gable ends, and fine interior woodwork. There are two contributing 
outbuildings on the property; a summer kitchen and a necessary, both of which probably 
date from the construction of the house. Three noncontributing buildings date from the 
twentieth century--a barn, a tenant house, and a gatehouse. There are two noncontributing 
structures on the property; a tennis court and an outdoor, in-ground swimming pool, both 
built in the 1960s. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The principal elevation of the main house faces northwest. It consists of a 
symmetrical five-bay facade of Flemish-bond brick above a low foundation. The house is 
entered through a pair of three-paneled wooden doors covered by a pair of aluminum storm 
doors. There is a five-light rectangular transom above the door. The basement windows are 
casement windows, the first-story windows have nine-over-nine double-hung sashes, and the 
second-story windows have nine-over-six double-hung sashes. The front stoop is built of 
concrete and brick and is reinforced from underneath. Patched brickwork indicates the ghost 
of a porch roof across the three center bays above the front entrance. 

The five-bay northeast elevation has an interior end chimney, and two bays on each 
floor have been bricked up. The first floor has a doorway with a three-light rectangular 
transom above. The tympanum of the pedimented gable contains a lunette window. The 
northeast elevation is laid in Flemish bond up to the cornice and the tympanum is laid in 5- 
course American bond. All other elevations are laid in common bond. 

The first story of the five-bay southeast elevation is obscured by a screened-in porch 
addition. The porch has a standing-seam hipped metal roof and three fiberglass skylights. 
The rear entrance is a six-panel wooden door without a transom. 

The southwest elevation has a brick interior end chimney and has been modified at 
least twice by additions. A bricked-up hole gives evidence of an earlier addition on this end 
and the ghost of a gable roof and a hand-hewn fireplace lintel remain within the wall. The 
present addition was built in the 1940s by Alexander Mackay-Smith. It is a wood frame ell 
with a brick veneer. All the windows in this addition are six-over-six-light, double-hung 
sash windows with flat arch surrounds. Like the original house, the roof of the addition is 
covered in standing-seam metal. A two-story, three-bay recessed portico supported by 
square posts spans the width of the addition. The porch floor is concrete faced with brick. 
The southwest elevation of the 1940s addition includes a two-car garage built of concrete 
block with a concrete floor. A circular window lights the attic of the addition. 
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The interior room arrangement of the main block presents an unusual variation on a 
double-pile, central-passage plan. The principal entrance leads into a central passage that is 
flanked by rooms that are smaller than the rear parlor and dining room. These rear rooms 
flank a rear stair passage that is located behind the front central passage, and is separated 
from it by a wall pierced by a six-panel door. Circulation within the house converges on the 
unlit rear stair passage which provides the only communication between the parlor and the 
dining room. The parlor also contains an entrance with a transom, centrally located on the 
northeast side of the house. Each of the three floors is divided into six rooms. 

The basement walls of Lucky Hit are bare, exposing the original brickwork. The 
northwest comer room retains its original brick floor. The northeast corner room has a 
wood floor added in the 1940's. The remaining floors are concrete. 

The detailing in the first and second stories of the house shows a high level of 
sophistication. There is a modillion comice in the front and stair passages and chair rails 
throughout the entire house. The comice in the small southwest room includes a picture rail, 
and the dining room and parlor have reeded cornices. There are eight fireplaces in the 
house, four on each floor. The mantels are simple, with flat pilasters framing the hearth and 
no carving. The fireplace in the second-story northwest comer room is the only one with its 
original brickwork showing. The others have been sheathed in metal. Bookshelves fill three 
walls of the first-floor northwest comer room. The staircase leading to the second floor has 
two square balusters per tread and simple scroll carving beneath each tread. A six-panel 
door beneath the stairs leads down to the basement. 

The second-story central front chamber has been divided into two bathrooms and two 
closets. Access to the northwest comer room can only be obtained through another bedroom 
due to the modem alterations that have created a master suite. The northeast comer room 
has reeded crown molding like that on the first floor. Closets have been added in the 
southeast and west bedrooms. 

The first floor of the addition contains a modem kitchen with four closets and two 
utility rooms. The second story of the addition has two bedrooms and two bathrooms. A 
small door above the stairwell leads to the attic level of the addition. 

The summer kitchen is contemporary with the main house. It is a one-and-one-half- 
story, brick, gable-roofed structure over a stone foundation. The bricks are laid in six- 
course American bond. The northeast and southwest elevations each have a six-over-six- 
light, double-hung sash window. The door on the northeast side is a batten door with a 
wooden screen door. On the southeast elevation is an exterior end chimney of roughly 
coursed fieldstone with the stack above the shoulders laid in stretcher-bond brick. The first- 
story flooring is laid in a decorative pattern of brick, with four bricks laid with the stretcher 
side up and a decorated header in the center of each square. A comer stair with winders 
leads to the upstairs which has random-width wood flooring. 
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The other contributing building on the property is the necessary. It is a wood frame 
structure covered in weatherboards with a wood shingle roof. The floor of the interior is 
concrete and there is an aluminum sink on the northwest wall. 

Noncontributing buildings on the property include the barn, tenant house, and 
gatehouse. The twentieth-century barn has a brick foundation and a square timber frame 
sheathed with wood siding. The tenant house is also a wood frame structure covered in 
siding. It is one story with a gable roof and was built in the twentieth century. The 
gatehouse is a two-story duplex building. It is a gable-roofed wood frame building covered 
on the outside by stucco. 

Noncontributing structures at Lucky Hit include a tennis court and an outdoor, in- 
ground pool, both installed in the 1960s by Alexander Mackay-Smith. 

The topography of the farm itself is mostly flat, although mountains can be seen to 
the north. A driveway of dirt and stone leads to a circular driveway in the front of the house 
and also to the garage. An access road about one hundred yards from the house leads to 
Route 628. The property is bounded by fencing on all sides. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Lucky Hit is one of the oldest surviving brick houses in southwestern Clarke County. 
A sophisticated example of the Federal style, Lucky Hit features an unusual variation on a 
double-pile, central-passage plan, and fine interior woodwork. The house, with its original 
summer kitchen and necessary, has changed little since it was built in the 1790s by Colonel 
Richard Kidder Meade, and retains most of its original integrity as a late-eighteenth-century 
residential complex. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Lucky Hit is part of a tract of 800 acres of land bought by Colonel Richard Kidder 
Meade in 1783.' When he first moved to the land, he and his family lived in a two-room 
log house while the main house at Lucky Hit was built. Lucky Hit is the original name 
given the land by Meade himself. He considered himself lucky to have chosen land that 
originally had been timber and swampland and due to his work became productive and 
beautiful; a "lucky hit." It is believed that Meade built the brick house at Lucky Hit in or 
around 1791. In 1794, Meade added 231 112 acres to his land, thus making the farm 1031.5 
acres in all.' Upon his death in 1805, he left his entire estate to his wife Mary.' Mary held 
the land until her death in 1813, and her will stated that her three sons should get the land.' 
To her oldest son, Richard Kidder Meade, Jr., she left half of the land, about 512 acres, 
including the land where the brick house stood. The other half was divided between her 
other sons, William, who later became a bishop in the Episcopal church, and David. 

When Richard K. Meade, Jr. died intestate in 1833, his land and the house went to 
his wife Rebecca. In 1840, she divided the land among her six surviving children, except for 
150 acres and the house, assigned to her in dower right from husband's estate.' In 1858, 
Mrs. Meade gave that land in trust to David Funsten to sell at public or private sale.6 
Although no deed of sale can be found, the land can be next traced to Rebecca Meade's 
nephew, Nathaniel Burwell Meade, who in turn gave a deed of trust to David Funsten in 
order to secure a note. Meade was to pay $2853.75 to a trustee but the deed of trust stated 
that if he defaulted, the land would be sold to pa off the debt. Evident1 he was unable to 
pay off the debt and tried to sell the land himsell He did manage to sell'but in 1869, a 
chancery suit was filed against Nathaniel B. Meade by the administrators of Rebecca S. 
Meade's will.' The court ordered that the land be sold at public auction and be paid for in 
four installments, the first of which was to be paid when the new owners took possession. 
The property, then consisting of 212 acres, was sold to Homes Conrad, trustee for Lucinda 
Chrisman.' 

Lucinda Chrisman held the land until 1896, when it was sold to six people believed to 
be her children and other family members. The terms of the sale were that cash would be 
paid at the time of transfer, with the remaining costs paid in three bonds that would mature 
in 1909. 
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In 1909, John C. and Frances F. Bowie, the relatives who purchased the house and 
approximately 200 acres, sold their parcel to Ellis P. D e n n ~ . ~  In 1938, Denny sold "that 
land, improved by dwelling, barn and outbuildings known as 'Lucky Hit"' to his son, Hany 
R. Denny." H. R. Denny died and left the land to his wife, Anna B.C. Denny. In 1947 
she sold it to William R. and Georgia Thompson. Thompson and his wife then sold 131.5 
acres of the land, including the house, to Alexander Mackay-Smith." 

Mackay-Smith was responsible for most of the changes made to the house in the 
twentieth century. It is believed that he tore down the first addition to the house and built 
the present one. He also repositioned some of the walls in the basement, removing the 
kitchen that was used by the Meade family during the winter. Also to the basement Mackay- 
Smith added the furnace system, a half-bath, and a laundry room, and installed wood floors 
in one of the basement rooms. Mackay-Smith added the half-bath and closet in the office on 
the first floor and the bookcases that cover three of the walls in the denllibrary. 
He added the two bathrooms and four closets on the second story. The addition he built has 
a two-car garage on the basement level, a modem kitchen, two utility rooms on the first 
floor, and two bedrooms and bathrooms on the second floor. He used the summer kitchen as 
a guest house/cottage. Mackay-Smith and his wife retained ownership of Lucky Hit until 
1973. 

In 1973, A. Budd and Audrey S. Fenton bought the land and held it until 1989." 
The present owners, E. Kendall and Laura Stock, are currently rehabilitating the interior of 
the house and use the land as a working farm.') 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary of the nominated property is delineated by the polygon whose vertices are 
marked by the following UTM reference points: 

Boundary Justification 

The Lucky Hit nomination consists of 131.5 acres with legally recorded boundaries that 
represent the core of the original 800-acre tract bought by Col. Richard Kidder M a d e  in 
1783, containing a late-eighteenth-century house and two outbuildings associated with the 
house. Other portions of the land have been sold over the past 200 years. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION 

Subject: LUCKY HIT, DHR File No. 21-45 
Location: White Post, Clarke County, VA 
Photographer: Kimberly Hart 
Date: 1991 
Negatives Filed: Virginia State Library and Archives 

1. VIEW OF: northwest elevation, looking southeast 
NEG. NO.: 12053 
PHOTO 1 OF 16 

2. VIEW OF: northeast elevation, looking southwest 
NEG. NO.: 12053 
PHOTO 2 OF 16 

3. VIEW OF: southeast elevation, looking northwest 
NEG. NO.: 12053 
PHOTO 3 OF 16 

4. VIEW OF: northwest elevation of addition, facing southeast 
NEG. NO.: 12053 
PHOTO 4 OF 16 

5. VIEW OF: southwest elevation, addition, facing northeast 
NEG. NO.: 12053 
PHOTO 5 OF 16 

6. VIEW OF: southeast elevation, addition, facing northwest 
NEG. NO.: 12053 
PHOTO 6 OF 16 

7. VIEW OF: northeast elevation, kitchen, facing southwest 
NEG. NO.: 12053 
PHOTO 7 OF 16 

8. VIEW OF: southeast elevation, kitchen, facing northwest 
NEG. NO.: 12053 
PHOTO 8 OF 16 

9. VIEW OF: former addition, sw elevation, facing northeast 
NEG. NO.: 12053 
PHOTO 9 OF 16 
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10. VIEW OF: -age entrance, facing northeast 
NEG. NO.: 12053 
PHOTO 10 OF 16 

11. VIEW OF: dentil molding, stair hall, facing northwest 
NEG. NO.: 12053 
PHOTO 1 1 OF 16 

12. VIEW OF: transom above door, facing northwest 
NEG. NO.: 12054 

13. VIEW OF: interior, looking southeast 
NEG. NO.: 12054 
PHOTO 13 OF 16 

14. VIEW OF: lock, dining room, facing northeast 
NEG. NO.: 12053 
PHOTO 14 OF 16 

15. VIEW OF: random width flooring, front hall 
NEG. NO.: 12054 
PHOTO 15 OF 16 

16. VIEW OF: necessary, facing northeast 
NEG. NO.: 12053 
PHOTO 16 OF 16 
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