»

NI .
g{é-‘fm 0400 OMEB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS use only
National Register of Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name
historic WHITE PQOST HISTORIC DISTRICT (VHLC File No. 21-66)
and’‘or common N/A

2. Location

street & number Intersection of VA routes 658 and 628 N/A_ not for publication
city, town White Post N/ A vicinity of
state Virginia code 51 county Clarke code 043
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X __ district — . public X occupied - agriculture —__ rmuseum
—. building(s) ._X_ private X __ unoccupied _— commercial _ . park
- structure —_both — — work in progress — educational private residence
—_site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment 2t religious
— . object - in process X __yes: restricted —._government — . scientific
—_ being considered —  yes: unrestricted ___ industrial —_ _transportation
N/A ___no —__ military —__ other:

4- @Wner Oi PFOD&F&V (See Continuation Sheet #1)

name Multiple Owmers - see attached

street & number N/A

city, town  white Post N/A vicinity of state Virginia 22663

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Clarke Ccunty Courthouse

street & number N/A

city, town Berryville state Virginia  226ll

6. Representation in Existing Surveyso) (sce continuation sheet #1)

(1) Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
litle survey (File 21-66) has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _X _no

date February 1983 —. _federal _X_ state _.._ county .__ local

depositdry for survey records Virginia Historic Landmarks Commissiop 221 Governor Street

city, town Richmond state Virginia 23219




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X__ excellent _X_deteriorated X__ unaltered _.X original site

X _good —— ruins X __ altered ——moved date __N/A
X _ fair ——. unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

White Post is a small crossroads village located in southwestern Clarke County
at the intersection of state routes 658 and 628. The historic district comprises most
of the community and consists of. twenty-eight buildings includingtwenly.one residences,
three abandoned commercial structures, two churches and a parish hall, and an abandoned
post office. Among these buildings are five structures that are considered'noncontributing
elements in the district. All buildings in the district extend along two intersecting
roads (routes 628 and 658)., Marking the midpoint of these roads, a white-painted,
octagonal wood post serves as the focal point of the éommunity. Replaced several times
in its history, the original post served as the inspiration for the name of the town.
Particularly impressive is the Bishop Meade Memorial Church, an unusually ornate late
19th~century Gothic Revival church. The residences of the village are primarily late
19th- and early 20th-century frame or stucco structures that retain their picrturesque
settings and collectively preserve the rural character of the town and its intimate
scale,

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

The center of the historic district is marked by a white post located at the midpoint
of two intersecting roads. It is an octagonal wood column that rises eleven feet in
height and is sixty-four inches in circumference., A small lantern surmounts the post,
below which radiate four directional pointers labeled: Battletown {(north); Greenway
Court (south); Berry's Ferry (east); and Stephens City (west).

Although the village began as a late 18th-century crossroads community, only one
probable 18th-century building remains. Meadea. (lot #15) is a l%-story log structure
covered in weatherboard with an exterior end stone chimney at each gable end. Situated
along Berry's Ferry Road at the northeast outskirts of the town, the house is surrounded
by mature oagk trees in a park-like setting.

A photograph of White Post dating from about 1905 shows a large stone commerclial
building situated at the southwest corner of the town intersection. Prcbably dating
from the early 19th century, it was later destroyed along with other early 19th-century
buildings clustered around the white post landmark. Unfortunately, no structures from
that period remain standing in White Post today.

The mest prominent building in the district is Bishop Meade Memorial Church (lot
#64A) built ca. 1875. A highly sophisticated example of Victorian Gothic Revival archi-
tecture, the church is unusual for its ornate details and display of local craftsmanship.
Built at an austere time in post~Civil War Episcopal Church history, it is an unusually
large brick structure with a steeply-pitched gable roof. Its walls are embellished
with corbelled brick cornices and brick pilasters topped with pinnacles., Tall pointed-
arched windows line the longitudinal sides of the church and a small enclosed porch
with a round-arched entry projects at the front.

The two other remaining ecclesiastical buildings were built at the end of the

19th century and are simpler in construction and design than Bishop Meade Memorial
Church. The first church, White Post Methodist Church (lot #65),.1is a brick, L-shaped

(See Continuation Sheet {2)







































