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1. Name 
historic WHITE POST HISTORIC DISTRICT (VHLC F i l e  No. 21-66) 

and'or common N/A 

2. Location 

street & number I n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  VA r o u t e s  658 and 628 not for publication 

city, town White P o s t  U v i c i n i t y  of 

state V i r g i n i a  code 51 county C l a r k e  code 

3. CIIassificatian 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
X district - public X_ occupied -agriculture -museum 
- building(s) L private X unoccupied commercial - park 
-structure -both -work in progress -educational + private residence 
-site Public Acquisition Accessible -entertainment - rel~gious 
-object - in process L yes: restricted -government -_ scientific 

being considered - yes: unrestricted industrial -transportation 
N /  A - no - military -other: 

4 06 P P . o E ~ ~ ~ ~ Y  (See C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  i i l )  

name M u l t i p l e  Owners - s e e  a t t a c h e d  

street & number N / A  

city, town White *Ost vlclnlty of state V i r g i n i a  226b3 -- 
5. Location sf begal Description 

courthouse, reaistrv of deeds. etc. C l a r k e  Countv Cour thouse  

street & number N/A - 

city, town B e r r y v i l l e  state V i r g i n i a  226 11 

6. Repres@ntatioUl ilrp Existing ~ ~ a v E ? y ~ ( z )  (See C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  {il) 

( 1 ) V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
litre Survev ( F i l e  21-66) has this property been determined eligible? --yes li no 

date February  1983 - - federal li state - county -local 

depository for survey records V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comrnissiop 221 Governor S t r e e t  

citv. town Richmond stare V i r g i n i a  23219 



- 
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X_ excellent 2 deteriorated L unaltered _li_ original site 
2~- good - ruins 2 L  altered - moved date a.4 
X _  fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

S W R Y  DESCRIPTION 

White P o s t  i s  a  s m a l l  c r o s s r o a d s  v i l l a g e  l o c a t e d  i n  s o u t h w e s t e r n  C l a r k e  County 
a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s t a t e  r o u t e s  658 and 628. The h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  compr i ses  most 
of  t h e  community and c o n s i s t s  of twenty-e i&t  b u i l d i n g s  includingkrrrrdy-oneresidences, 
t h r e e  abandoned commercial s t r u c t u r e s ,  two c h u r c h e s  and a p a r i s h  h a l l ,  and a n  abandoned 
p o s t  o f f i c e .  Among t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  f i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g  
e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  A l l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ex tend  a l o n g  two i n t e r s e c t i n g  
r o a d s  ( r o u t e s  628 and 658) .  Marking t h e  midpoint  of  t h e s e  r o a d s ,  a  w h i t e - p a i n t e d ,  
o c t a g o n a l  wood p o s t  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  of t h e  community. Replaced s e v e r a l  t imes  
i n  i ts  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o s t  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  name of t h e  town. 
P a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p r e s s i v e  i s  t h e  Bishop Meade Memorial Church, a n  u n u s u a l l y  o r n a t e  la te  
19th-century  Goth ic  R e v i v a l  church .  The r e s i d e n c e s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  l a t e  
19th-  and e a r l y  20th-century  f rame o r  s t u c c o  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  r e t a i n  t h e i r  p i c t u r e s q u e  
s e t t i n g s  and c o l l e c t i v e l y  p r e s e r v e  t h e  r u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  town and i t s  i n t i m a t e  
scale. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The c e n t e r  of t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  i s  marked by a  w h i t e  p o s t  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  midpoint  
of two i n t e r s e c t i n g  r o a d s .  It is a n  o c t a g o n a l  wood column t h a t  r i s e s  e l e v e n  f e e t  i n  
h e i g h t  and is s i x t y - f o u r  i n c h e s  i n  c i rcumference .  A s m a l l  l a n t e r n  surmounts  t h e  p o s t ,  
below which r a d i a t e  f o u r  d i r e c t i o n a l  p o i n t e r s  l a b e l e d :  B a t t l e t o m  ( n o r t h ) ;  Greenway 
Court  ( s o u t h ) ;  B e r r y ' s  F e r r y  ( e a s t ) ;  and S tephens  C i t y  (wes t ) .  

Although t h e  v i l l a g e  began a s  a  l a t e  18 th -cen tu ry  c r o s s r o a d s  community, o n l y  one 
p r o b a b l e  18 th -cen tu ry  b u i l d i n g  remains.  Meadea ( l o t  1\15) i s  a 1%-story  l o g  s t r u c t u r e  
covered i n  weatherboard w i t h  a n  e x t e r i o r  end s t o n e  chimney a t  each  g a b l e  end.  S i t u a t e d  
a l o n g  B e r r y ' s  F e r r y  Road a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  town, t h e  house  i s  surrounded 
by mature  oak trees i n  a  p a r k - l i k e  s e t t i n g .  

A photograph of  White P o s t  d a t i n g  f rom abou t  1905 shows a  l a r g e  s t o n e  commercial 
b u i l d i n g  s i ~ u a t e d  a t  t h e  s o ~ t h w e s t  c o r n e r  of t h e  town i n t e r s e c t i o n .  Probdbly  d a t i n g  
froin t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  i t  was l a t e r  d e s t r o y e d  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  e a r l y  19 th -cen tu ry  
b u i l d i n g s  c l u s t e r e d  a round  t h e  w h i t e  p o s t  landmark.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  no s t r u c t u r e s  from 
t h a t  p e r i o d  remain s t a n d i n g  i n  White P o s t  today.  

The most prominent  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  is Bishop Meade Memorial Church ( l o t  
116411) b u i l t  c a .  1875. A h i g h l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  example of V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  R e v i v a l  a r c h i -  
t e c t u r e ,  t h e  church  i s  u n u s u a l  f o r  i t s  o r n a t e  d e t a i l s  and d i s p l a y  of l o c a l  c r a f t s m a n s h i p .  
B u i l t  a t  an a u s t e r e  t i m e  i n  p o s t - C i v i l  War E p i s c o p a l  Church h i s t o r y ,  it is a n  u n u s u a l l y  
l a r g e  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  s t e e p l y - p i t c h e d  g a b l e  r o o f .  I ts w a l l s  a r e  e m b e l l i s h e d  
w i t h  c o r b e l l e d  b r i c k  c o r n i c e s  a n d  b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s  topped  w i t h  p i n n a c l e s .  T a l l  po in ted-  
a r c h e d  windows l i n e  t h e  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s i d e s  of t h e  church  and a  s m a l l  e n c l o s e d  porch  
w i t h  a round-arched e n t r y  p r o j e c t s  a t  t h e  f r o n t .  

The two o the r  r emain ing  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  b u i l d i n g s  were  b u i l t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  and a r e  s i m p l e r  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and d e s i g n  than  Bishop Meade Memorial 
Church. The f i r s t  church ,  White P o s t  Method i s t  Church ( l o t  # 6 5 ) , . i s  a b r i c k ,  L-shaped 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  i \2) 


























