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_-----____-___------------------------------- ................................................. 
5. Classification =====------------------------------------------ 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

x private - - 
- public-local 

public-State 
- - public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
x building(s) - - 
- district 

site - --- -  

- structure 
object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 6 buildings 

-1- -0- sites 
-0- -1- structures 
-0- -0- objects 
-2- -- -7- Total -- 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register -- 0 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter 'IN/A" if property is not part of 
a multiple property listing.) N/A ................................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
6. Function or Use .................... .................... - 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: DOMESTIC sub: Single dwelling 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: - DOMESTIC sub: single dwelling 

DOMESTIC - secondary Structure 
-AGRICULTURE Agricultural OutbuildEg 

----ppppp------pppppp--pppppp- - - 

7. Description ........................ .................... - -+---- ----- - 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
- FEDERAL 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation STONE 
walls WOOD 

roof METAL 
other - STONE, BRICK 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property 
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on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance ------------------ .................... --- 
I p p l i c a b l e  Yati-l R g i s t e r  C r i t e r i a  (Mark "x" i n  one or.more Cr i ter ia c m i d e r a t i m  (Mark "X. i n  a l l  the boxes that apply.) 
boxes f o r  t h e  c r t t e r t a  q u a l ~ f y l n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  Nat iona l  
Register L i s t i n g )  - A ownad by religiou. institution or used for rdigious purpasa. 

- A Property is associatad with events that have made a significant - B removed from its original location 
contribution to the broad panern. of our hi.tory. 

- C a birthpiace Or a grave. 
- B Property is associatad with the i i v r  of pereon. significant in our past. 

O a 0.m.tsrv. - - 
X_ C Proparty mmbodir the distinctiv. chenoterimti- of a type. period. or 

metbd of con.tructionor reprr.nt9 the work of a -t.r, or p0s.r.a - E a r-n.tructed building. obi.ct.or structura. 
high artistic valua. 01 r.prr.nts a significant and dinin~uishabl. mtity 
whose oomponmn iack individual distinotion. - F a oornm.monUue property. 

- D Property ha. yielded. or is likely to yield information important in prehistory - G I-. than 50 year. of age or achiwed significance within the past 50 
or hiatow. y u n .  

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture - 

Period of Significance - ca. 1780-1864 

Significant Dates ca.1780, 
-18308, - 1864 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation N/A 

-- -- 

ArchitectIBuilder unknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on 
one or more continuation sheets.) 

...................... ..................... -- ---- ---- - -- 
9. Major Bibliographical References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 
or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on f i l e  (NPS) Pr imary Locat ion  of A d d i t i o n a l  Data 
- preliminary determinat ion  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l i s t i n g  (36 CFR 67) - x - State  H i s t o r i c  P rese rva t i on  O f f i c e  

has been requested. - Other S t a t e  agency 
- prev ious l y  L i s t e d  in t h e  Na t i ona l  Reg i s te r  - Federal agency 
- p r e v i o u s l y  determined e l i g i b l e  by t h e  Na t i ona l  Reg is ter  - Local g o v e r m n t  
- designated a Na t i ona l  H i s t o r i c  Landnark - U n i v e r s i t y  - recorded by H i s t o r i c  American B u i l d i n g s  Survey # - Other 
- recorded by H i s t o r i c  American Engineer ing Record Y - Name o f  repos i t o r y :  
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lo. Geographical Data .................... .................... - 
Acreage of Property - 2 2 
IITK References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- X- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title - MARAL S. KALBIAN, ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN; J. DANIEL PEZZONI, PRES. CONSULT. 

organization date -January 30, 1996 

street & number-ROUTE 1 BOX 86 telephone 540-837-2081 

city or town-BOYCE state-VA- zip code - 22620 - 

Additional Documentation 
- 

Submir h e  following items wirh the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

WPS 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating thc properly's lacation. 
A sketfh map for historic districts and properlies having large acreage or numemus resoumcs. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the pmpelly. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner .................... .................... - -- - 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name/title O'sullivan Corporation 

street & number Post Office Box 3510 telephone -540-667-6666 

city or town-Winchester- state-VA- zip code -22604- 

WW'L R ~ M -  - ~ a m m o  mi. n#aMmi. w n o w ~ n m  I. **"don. ,.*.~a~. ~ern a* nnDliD ~a ~ o n - n . ~ , ~ n * .  I.~I.M~ ordn.dn. * ~ # M C V I ~ ~  m*lg. to ~nrmn*.. ~a r m d . . m o  -0.. 
-r I- mi. m- a squirm ro s n n  a n t n  -lanu *la m. unrmd H ~ ~ M  m-d- *r(, - d d  IIII U.S.C. 170 n -1. 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Soldier's Rest is a well preserved Federal-style plantation house located on the northeastern 
outskirts of the town of Benyville in Clarke County, Virginia. Once the center of a larger 
estate, the property now encompasses twenty-two acres of pastureland. The house is a large, 
two-story frame structure consisting of a main rectangular block with a long two-part rear wing. 
The front section of the house was constructed sometime between 1774 and 1785 for William 
and Rebecca Morton on land first settled by Isaac Pennington in the 1730s. Originally a hall- 
parlor plan, the main block of the house was remodeled in the 1830s to reflect the late Federal 
style and the interior space rearranged into a central-passage, single-pile plan. At about the 
same time, half of the rear wing was added. This was then connected to an existing one-and- 
a-half-story detached building (probably a kitchen) that was raised to two stories. The interior 
of Soldier's Rest contains a number of interesting architectural details reflecting several 
remodelings dating from the late eighteenth century to the Civil War era. Notable as one of the 
earliest frame dwellings in Clarke County, Soldier's Rest also has historical associations with 
Gwrge Washington and Gen. Daniel Morgan. In September 1864, James E. Taylor, an artist 
who followed Union Gen. Philip Sheridan during his Shenandoah Valley Campaign, heard about 
and visited Soldier's Rest. The property was revered both as the home of Daniel Morgan and 
the reputed location of Gwrge Washington's survey office. Taylor produced two sketches 
detailing the structures in existence at the time of his visit. These are an invaluable tool for 
documenting the property as it appeared in the mid-1860s, and illustrate how little the house has 
changed since then. The log springhouse, identified in one of the sketches as Gwrge 
Washington's office, no longer stands. Its location at a spring southeast of the main house has 
been identified as a contributing site. The property includes six noncontributing buildings and 
a noncontributing structure: an early-twentieth-century root cellar; two barns and a chicken coop 
from the late 1920s; a 1920s corncrib; a 1930s garage; and a 1960s bunk feeding complex. The 
grounds of Soldier's Rest are surprisingly pristine and include a residential yard around the main 
house with pastureland beyond. Buck Marsh Run passes through the northeastern comer of the 
property and is joined by a branch that starts at the spring southeast of the house. 

SETTING 

The Soldier's Rest property now occupies 214 acres of land just northeast of the town limits of 
Benyville in Clarke County, Virginia, on both sides of Virginia State Route 7 by-pass. When 
the house was constructed ca. 1780, the farm included 157 acres. The property has recently 
been subdivided and the tract on which the house and outbuildings sit encompasses an area of 
twenty-two acres located south of the by-pass and north of a forty-one acre tract that is to be 
developed into residential sites (Photo 1). Fortunately, the house is sited in such a manner and 
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surrounded by rolling pastureland, that the impact of adjacent future development is expected 
to be minimal. The view from the front porch of the house commands a sweeping vista of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains to the east. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Soldier's Rest is composed of a two-story, rectangular frame block with a long rear two-story 
frame wing (Photo 2). Except for minor alterations, the house stands essentially in the same 
form it did when James E. Taylor visited and sketched the property in 1864 (Photo 3). The 
house consists of three distinct sections; a front rectangular block, and two units that make up 
the rear wing. This nomination attempts to interpret the development of the house based on 
surface examinations. The evidence suggests that the interior was altered on many occasions. 
The only way a more precise chronology of the evolution of the house can be determined is 
through scientific paint analysis and interior archaeology. 

The front block is the oldest, constructed sometime between 1774 and 1785 when the property 
was under the ownership of William and Rebecca Morton. Presently this section, which 
measures roughly thirty-four by twenty-four feet, has a central-passage plan, is clad in German- 
lap siding with capped comer boards, and is topped by a gable roof of standing-seam metal. 
Dating to the late eighteenth century, Soldier's Rest is one of the oldest documented frame 
dwellings in the county. Other Clarke County houses from this period are generally of stone 
and log, with framed houses becoming common only by the mid-nineteenth century. The fact 
that Soldier's Rest was built of frame, a technique then considered aesthetically superior to log, 
suggests that the original owner had the means to spend money on a house that would stand apart 
from others in the county as befitted his status.' 

The unusual feature of the front section of the house is that the openings on both levels of the 
front elevation do not line up (Photo 4). The first floor appears to have originally been three 
bays wide, but is now five bays wide with a central door. The three windows on the second 
floor seem to be in their original location and do not line up with any of the ones on the first 
floor. This unusual fenestration arrangement, the dimensions of the unit, the narrowness of the 
central passage, and the late Federal-style woodwork found on the interior all indicate that this 
section originally had a hall-parlor plan that was altered in the 1830s. When the floor plan was 
rearranged into the more formal central-passage, single-pile arrangement, the fenestration was 
changed to reflect this. The central, four-paneled front door with its two-light transom is a 
Victorian replacement of the original paneled door that appears in Taylor's 1864 sketch. The 
entrance is further enhanced by a three-bay, one-story pedimented portico with paired Tuscan 
columns. The porch sits on concrete piers with lattice between and features slender balusters 
in the railing and wooden steps leading up to the wooden floor. This section of the house sits 
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on an exposed limestone foundation with basement windows of vertical wooden bars. The 
double-hung windows on both stories have six-over-six sash. The present louvered shutters are 
wooden but are modern replacements. 

The side elevations of the house face north and south and feature exterior-end brick chimneys 
flanked by a window on each story (Photo 5). These chimneys are twentieth-century 
replacements of the original stone ones, whose stone foundations are still present. Other details 
include square four-light attic windows, gable-end returns, a plain friezeboard, and a boxed 
cornice. A comparison of the present house with the 1864 Taylor sketch reveals that the house 
basically stood in its current form by the time of Taylor's visit. Exterior alterations that have 
occurred since that time include the replacement of the original stone chimneys with brick 
chimneys, the installation of German-lap siding over weatherboard, the replacement of slate 
shingles as roofing with standing-seam metal, the removal of a modillion cornice found at the 
first- and second-story ceiling levels, the addition of a pedimented portico, and the installation 
of a late Victorian-period front door with a two-light transom. 

Connected to the rear of the main block is a long two-story frame ell that was constructed in two 
sections. The earliest unit is the three-bay one closest to the main block and is composed of two 
large rooms; a stair hall and a dining room. An examination of the roof in this section shows 
that it was added to the existing front of the house, probably in the early 1830s. This coincides 
with the period during which the front block was remodeled. The room with the staircase has 
opposing doors on the north and south sides that lead out to the porches that extend along the 
sides of the wing. The door on the north side has a four-light transom. The dining room 
contains an exterior stone chimney with a brick stack at its western end. This chimney is now 
an interior one because of the other unit that was added to the west end of the wing. The 
exterior walls of the entire wing are clad in German-lap siding that is narrower in width than 
that found on the front of the house. The double-hung windows have four-over-four sash. 

The three-bay unit at the western end of the rear wing was the last to be added to Soldier's Rest 
(Photo 6). The huge eleven-foot-wide stone chimney at the far gable end indicates that it was 
originally a story-and-a-half structure. A brick stack was added to accommodate the greater 
height. The exterior and interior detailing in this section is largely from the twentieth century 
and sheds little light on whether this was in fact a separate outbuilding that was attached to the 
wing or simply a unit that was added. In all likelihood, it was a detached frame building 
(probably a kitchen) that was raised to two stories and attached to the previous unit. It is 
uncertain exactly when this connection occurred, although it was certainly before the Civil War 
(Photo 3). This section is now clad in German-lap siding that matches that on the front of the 
house. 
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The two rear sections of the wing have been visually united in several ways. All the windows 
have four-over-four sash, the standing-seam metal gable roof is continuous over the entire wing, 
and full-length one-story porches extend along both sides. Both porches are twentieth-century 
additions. The one to the south is six bays wide with a protruding pedimented portico at its 
third bay, chamfered supports, and a poured concrete floor (Photos 5, 6). The south porch is 
nine bays wide with chamfered square supports, a wooden floor, and a concrete pier foundation 
(Photo 7). Both porches have a step down at the seam between the two units. James E. 
Taylor's 1864 sketch of the house shows that the rear wing was in its present form (minus the 
porches) during the Civil War (Photo 3). The modillion cornice at the attic level of the rear 
wing that appears in the sketch has since been removed. According to an early-twentieth-century 
photograph of the south side of the wing, the windows in the western-most section had originally 
nine-over-six sash, the siding on the entire wing was wide weatherboard (maybe ship lap), and 
there was a three-bay porch in front of the doorway leading into the stairhall. 

The interior of Soldier's Rest has remained relatively unaltered since the mid-nineteenth century. 
Originally having a hall-parlor plan, the front block now has a central-passage, single-pile plan 
that is repeated on the second floor. Most of the woodwork is of the 1830s late Federal style, 
indicating that the floorplan was changed at that time. However, some earlier moldings appear 
throughout the house. The walls and ceilings are mostly plaster and lath, with painted chair rail, 
baseboards, crown molding, mantels, and paneled doors still present in all the rooms on both 
levels of the front block. The main alteration to the rooms in this section of the house was the 
addition of narrow oak floorboards over the existing wide boards. This was done in the late 
1970s. The installation of twentieth-century baseboard heating units along some of the walls has 
unfortunately resulted in the removal of the baseboard trim and the cutting of the bottom of 
several of the mantels. Because this changes the dimensions of the mantels, they have a 
somewhat odd appearance. 

The south parlor measures fourteen by twenty-three feet. Centered along the south wall is a 
Federal-style mantel composed of paneled Doric pilasters supporting a plain frieze, roping and 
reeding framing the firebox, and a stepped mantelshelf (Photo 8). The hearth, surround, and 
firebox have all been rebuilt. The gougework pattern on the mantelshelf is repeated in the facia 
of the cornice. Architrave trim with Greek Revival molding is found around the windows, while 
plain architrave trim is used around the door. In addition, plain wood wainscot with chair rail 
runs around the entire room. The six-panel door that leads into the central passage has twenty- 
four-inch strap hinges on drive pintels and a Carpenter lock. 

The north parlor is similar in size and decoration to the south one, but is slightly less formal. 
The mantel is centered on the north wall and features Doric pilasters supporting a plain frieze 
with a dentilled cornice (Photo 9). There is no wainscoting in this room and the cornice and 
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chair rail are plain. The architrave trim around the window and door openings is similar to that 
found in the hall and south parlor. In addition to the new flooring, the rebuilding of the firebox, 
hearth and surround, and the baseboard heat that resulted in the cutting of the bottom of the 
mantel, bookcases and a wet bar have been built along the south and west walls of this room. 
The six-panel door has strap hinges and a Victorian-era box lock. 

The narrow central passage on the first floor measures five by twenty-three feet with doorways 
on both sides leading into the two parlors and doorways at both ends. The woodwork is all 
painted and includes plain architrave trim around the doors, baseboard, crown molding, and 
chair rail. The door at the far west end of the hall leads into a wide lateral stairhall in the rear 
wing. 

The stairhall is fairly large and contains the staircase along its west wall as well as four doors; 
one to the front of the house, one to the dining room, and two opposing ones along the north 
and south walls that lead outside (Photo 10). The exterior doors have four panels and the one 
to the north has a four-light transom. Plain wainscot, that also runs along the staircase, as well 
as chair rail and modem crown molding are found in this room. A built-in closet along the 
north wall and a half-bath beneath the stair are twentieth-century additions. This room also has 
replacement narrow-board oak flooring found in the front of the house. The half-turn open- 
string staircase is very elegant, with slender, turned, unpainted walnut balusters and a heavily- 
molded walnut rail, all of late-eighteenth-century character. The graceful nature of the stair and 
its unusual diagonal termination at the second-floor level point to the possibility that this railing 
was moved here from its original location in the front of the house at the same time the floorplan 
was changed and this section of the rear wing was constructed in the 1830s (Photo 11). 

The other room that is part of the first unit of the rear wing is the large dining room located 
west of the stairhall. It measures sixteen by twenty-three feet and contains paneled wainscot, 
crown molding, double architrave trim around the doors and windows, and a magnificent folk 
interpretation of a Federal-style mantel centered along its west wall (Photo 12). This mantel is 
the most ornate one in the house and features colonnettes with spiral turnings, acanthus-leaf tops, 
and Ionic capitals above that support the entablature blocks that have carved floral motifs (Photo 
13). The central frieze tablet has a carved oval patera encircled by garland. The entire 
composition is topped by a heavily-carved stepped mantelshelf. The brick surround, firebox, 
and hearth are modem. A door on either side of the fireplace leads into the second unit of the 
rear wing which currently houses the kitchen. 

J. E. Norris, a nineteenth-century Shenandoah-Valley historian, describes some of the 
architectural features of Soldier's Rest when spealang of the property's association with one of 
its most notable owners, Daniel Morgan. In 1890 Noms writes: 
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The dwelling was built at a time when neighbors lived long distances apart, and 
generally remained several days with each other when they visited. In those days 
of one hundred and twenty years or more ago hospitality was a foremost thought 
in the mind of the pioneer, and each tried to outdo the other as host, though 
always in the spirit of friendly rivalry. Daniel Morgan, large-hearted as he was 
large-limbed, rough and rugged by nature and his early surroundings, was no 
exception to this rule, as the rooms of his old mansion attest, for they even now 
have the appearance of old entertainers. The main building on the lower floor 
consists of two large rooms, divided by a wide hall crossed at right angles by a 
narrower one, which leads into an immense apartment with many windows, 
several doors and a huge, old-fashioned fire-place. This was the dining room in 
which many a hilarious company partook of the festivities of the old solider's 
bounty.. .The hall, parlor and dining-room are wainscoted to the height of three 
feet from the floor, and, except for sundry coats of paint, are just as they were 
a century ago. There is a mantel piece that is said to have been brought from 
England, a little unique, it is true, but nothing extraordinary. At the time of its 
being placed it was considered an elaborate piece of work, and the neighbors 
gathered in to see it. It is of pine wood and in excellent preservation. The view 
from the front porch is very fine, as it commands a stretch of county that is 
exceptionally noted for its scenery.= 

Although some of Norris's observations about Soldier's Rest are known to be inaccurate, 
(including its association with Daniel Morgan) his description of the house, and particularly the 
dining room mantel are interesting. As elaborate as the mantel is, it was undoubtedly carved 
by a local joiner or cabinetmaker rather than brought over from England. 

The interior of the second unit of the rear wing is largely twentieth century. This section, which 
was originally a one-and-a-half-story detached outbuilding that was later raised to two stories and 
attached to the west end of the first unit of the rear wing, is now composed of two rooms; a 
kitchen and a family room. The kitchen is adjacent to the dining room and contains the exposed 
stone chimney that was originally an exterior-end one. The interior walls in this unit are 
sheathed with unpainted eleven-inch-wide tongue-and-groove beaded boards that run floor to 
ceiling. This treatment appears to be a twentieth-century addition as the boards look to be 
recycled from another location. The ceilings have exposed joists, with tongue-and-groove 
beaded boards that are nine inches wide. The huge stone fueplace and hearth that takes up the 
far west end of this section has been totally rebuilt and modernized. Directly across from it, 
against the wall to the kitchen, is a staircase leading to the second floor. When this stair was 
rebuilt or added in the mid-twentieth century, an attempt was made to create balusters similar 
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to the ones found on the main stair. The flooring in this section of the rear wing consists of 
random-width pine boards that appears original. 

The second floor of the front block of Soldier's Rest is identical in plan to the first floor, except 
for a bathroom that was installed over the east end of the central passage. The two bedrooms 
that are located over the two parlors feature chair rails, baseboards, modem crown molding, 
architrave trim, and fireplaces (now closed-in) centered along their outside walls. These mantels 
are less refined in design than the ones on the first floor, featuring fluted Doric pilasters, 
paneled entablature blocks, a plain friezeboard, and a dramatically stepped mantelshelf (Photos 
14 and 15). The bottoms of both these mantels were cut off when the baseboard heat was 
installed. The floors in this section have been replaced with modem, narrow-width oak boards, 
like those on the first floor. 

The second-floor stairhall that is adjacent to the front block features the unusual angle terminus 
of the staircase (Photo 11). This room has original random-width pine floors, a heavy crown 
mold, paneled wainscot, chair rail, and architrave trim. An unexplained L-shaped patch in the 
floor may indicate the location of an earlier staircase. A boxed, single-run attic stair is located 
along the west wall of the hall. Next to this stair is a door leading to a hall with an adjacent 
bathroom, both of which contain paneled wainscot, chair rail, and cornice. The room further 
to the west has the same details and includes a fireplace centered along the west wall (Photo 16). 
The simple, Federal-style mantel is composed of a wooden surround with a paneled frieze and 
an applied mantelshelf. To the right of the fireplace is a door, with three steps down, leading 
into the section over the kitchen and family room. All the trim in this section is plain, 
unpainted, four-inch pine boards dating to the twentieth century. This section consists of two 
bedrooms with a narrow stairhall in between. The far west room has a bathroom in its southeast 
comer. 

The attic of Soldier's Rest is accessible by a single-run stair along the western wall of the 
second-story hall, behind a three-paneled door. The hand-hewn roof rafters of the front section 
are mortised and pinned together, and further supported by knee braces. Hand-split oak 
clapboards, approximately four-feet in length, are lapped and nailed to the floor joists of the 
front section of the attic (Photo 17). Secured to .the floor joists with hand-wrought nails, they 
may have been possibly recycled from another location, although their lack of weathering 
indicates they were not used outdoors. The survival of eighteenth-century clapboards is rare and 
their use as attic flooring is highly unu~ual.~ In addition to the clapboards, traces of rectangular 
slate shingles were found, suggesting their use as an earlier roofing material. The attic also has 
a late-nineteenth-century inscription painted along a collar beam at the south gable end that 
reads: ASH, CONNER WINCHESTER VA 1879. The attic over the rear contains hand-hewn 
and sawn rafters that are mortised and secured by wooden pins. Many of the roofing members 
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in this section have been replaced. The flooring is of random-width, ship-lapped pine boards. 
The original weatherboarding on the exterior west wall of the first unit of the rear wing survives 
and verifies that this section was built before the addition of the further west unit. 

The basement of Soldier's Rest is accessible through a bulkhead entry on the north side of the 
front section. A full basement composed of four rooms is found under the original section of 
the house. The floors are brick laid in a herringbone pattern and the space is divided into four 
rooms. The walls are plaster over the stone and the ceiling joists are hand-hewn and show 
traces of whitewash. The basement is now used to house the furnace and oil tanks. The rear 
wing only has a crawl space with log joists. 

The only contributing resource on the property other than the house is the site of the log 
springhouse that was supposedly used as George Washington's office and living quarters while 
he was surveying in the area in the late 1740s. Located about 100 yards southeast of the house, 
the site is at the spring of a branch that feeds into Buck Marsh Run. The site was recently 
identified by Bob Jolley, VDHR archaeologist at the Winchester Regional Office, using James 
E. Taylor's 1864 sketch and description of the property as guidance (Photos 18 and 19). Taylor 
describes the springhouse as: 

The building of dressed logs was twelve feet square, comprising two rooms. The 
lower room, neath which the spring flowed into the marsh a few rods away, 
Washington used as his office and repository for his outfit of compass and chains, 
while the upper apartment, a V-shaped attic, reached by a ladder through a trap 
door, served the surveyor for a sleeping room. This room had been fitted up 
with a substantial flooring and the slanting walls were lathed and plastered. The 
sole light enjoyed by George and his assistant George Fairfax who shared his 
snuggery, was a single window facing the ~ p r i n g . ~  

Ceramics dating from the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries were identified at the spring 
verifying that a springhouse stood at this site. Whether it was used by George Washington as 
an office and living quarters is rather unlikely. Washington wrote about his 1748 stay at the 
property in his diary and describes lodging in a building that was most certainly Isaac 
Pennington's somewhat modest dwelling (which no longer survives). What is interesting is that 
during the nineteenth century, this springhouse came to be revered and associated with George 
Washington. James E. Taylor heard about it and came to "pay my respects to the humble 
structure that housed the youthful Washington while "running the chain" in the region.' Perhaps 
future archaeological investigations of the site could yield information confirming the earlier use 
of the building as Washington's office and sleeping quarters. 
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The seven noncontributing resources on the property are located along the northern side of the 
house and all post date the period of significance. The two large barns were constructed during 
the late 1920s using timber-frame building techniques. Both of these are timber-framed with 
mortise-and-tenon construction with wooden pegs and roofing rafters butted together and held 
with triangular wooden pieces. The barn just north of the house sits on a random-rubble stone 
foundation. It has vertical wood siding, exposed rafter ends, a standing-seam metal gable roof, 
and a side cross-gable-roofed wing (Photo 20). The second barn is located northwest of the 
house and is much larger (Photo 21). It is a five-bay structure clad in vertical siding that sits 
on a formed concrete foundation and has a gable roof of standing-seam metal. Sliding wooden 
barn doors are located along the east side of the building and a rectangular concrete cistern sits 
at the southeast comer. Just north of this barn is a late-1920s two-bay corncrib with a central 
storage unit. It is clad in vertical siding and has a gable roof of standing-seam metal (Photo 22). 
Connected to it is a four-bay chicken coop clad in German-lap siding that sits on a formed 
concrete foundation and has a salt-box gable roof of standing-seam metal. Located northwest 
of the barn is a 1960s bunk-feeder system that includes a plyboarded, shed-roofed building with 
a garage door (Photo 23). The 1930s garage is located northeast of the house and is in fair to 
poor condition (Photo 24). Clad in German-lap siding, with a gable roof of standing-seam 
metal, it is built into a hill and sits on concrete piers. The sliding doors appear to be later 
additions. The root cellar is located just north of the house near the rear wing (Photo 25). The 
superstructure is of modem brick with a gable roof clad in wooden shingles and sits over the 
stairs that lead down to the concrete and brick root cellar. It appears that the cellar itself is older 
than the superstructure, which appears to date to the 1920s. 

Soldier's Rest and its surrounding ancillary buildings are sited on twenty-two acres that are 
surprisingly rural in nature considering the location just outside of the Berryville town limits 
(Photos 1 and 18). The site contains a residential yard surrounding the house that contains 
mature boxwood, hardwoods, and evergreens, with pastureland beyond. To the east is a view 
of the spring and its rock outcropping with the Blue Ridge Mountains as a backdrop. 

ENDNOTES 
1. In April 1990, Jeff O'Dell of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources visited the 
property with Maral S. Kalbian. He made a report of his findings entitled "Soldier's Rest, 
Clarke County: Notes on visit of April 1990." Further research and examination of the house 
since then has shed more light on its evolution, and contradicts some of the points Mr. O'Dell 
made. For the most part, however, Ms. Kalbian still agrees with the findings made of the 1990 
visit. On page 3 of the report, Mr. O'Dell writes of the significance of Soldier's Rest as one 
of Clarke County's earliest frame dwellings. In addition, no mention is made in Mr. O'Dell's 
report of the possibility of the presence of brick nogging in the walls. We discussed this matter 
at the 1990 site visit, but were not able to find evidence that supported or refuted this fact. 
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