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(Check One) 

INTEGRITY 

Long Branch is a r e c t a n g u l a r  two-story b r i ck  mansion wi th  seven bays on 
both i t s  f r o n t  and r e a r  facades .  The f r o n t  facade lias a  t e t r a s t y l e  two- 
s t o r y  pcdimcnted p o r t i c o  of t h c  Greck Ionic  o rde r  w i t 1 1  a recessed porch, 
whi le  the  r e a r  facade f e a t u r e s  a  t c t r a s t y l e  two-story pedimentcd p o r t i c o  
of  the  Roman Doric o rde r .  Thc bu i ld ing  i s  crowned by a  s imple molded 
c o r n i c e  and a shal low deck-on-hip roof .  The deck is surrounded by a  
b a l u s t r a d e  which cncloscs  a central rcc ta l lgular  l a n t c r n .  The e a s t  s i d e  of 

t h e  housc f e a t u r e s  a  one-s tory  s e r v i c e  wing which was o r i g i n a l l y  f ronted  
by a n  open logg ia .  The loggia  was enclosed i n  t h e  1840's.  It  i s  not  

c e r t a i n  whether o r  not  t h e  battlementecl roof  of  t h e  wing i s  a n  o r i g i n a l  
f e a t u r e .  

1 At about  the  same time the  loggia  was enclosed,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  house 
1 was clmost  completely retrimmed, caus ing  t h e  l o s s  of  the  o r i g i n a l  e l egan t  
i but  r e s t r a i n e d  Regency s t y l e  decora t ion .  Fo r tuna te ly ,  however, the  south-  
! e a s t  co rne r  bedroom escaped t h e  retrimming and r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  

- 

Traquai r - type  marble mantel and French landscape wallpaper .  The remainder 

of t h e  i n t e r i o r s  were decorated wi th  r a t h e r  heavy Tafever  type Greek 
Revival woodworlc. Even t h e  s p i r a l  s t a i r c a s e  w a s  r e b u i l t ,  and t h e  o r i g i n a l  
suppor ts  i n  t h e  h a l l  sc reen  were replaced by Greek "Corinthianesque" 

columns. Despi te  i t s  retrimming, Long Branch's i n t e r i o r  w i t h  i t s  l a r g e  
f i n e l y  proport ioned rooms posscsses a  harmonious grandeur.  
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Long Branch i s  one o f  only four  houses s t and ing  i n  the  count ry  known t o  
have been designed by Benjamin Latrobe,  America's f i r s t  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y -  
t r a i n e d  a r c h i t e c t .  B u i l t  f o r  Robert C a r t e r  Burwell,  the  house appa ren t ly  
had a l r e a d y  been begun by 1811 when Latrobe was consul ted  on the  dcs ign .  
Unfortunately the  drawings which Latrobe s e n t  t o  guide Burwell ' s  b u i l d e r  
have n o t  surv ived;  thus  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p r e c i s e l y  La t robe ' s  
f u l l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h i s  s t a t e l y  e d i f i c e .  It i s  known, however, t h a t  he 
i s  r e spons ib le  f o r  the  a d d i t i o n  of  tlie s e r v i c e  s t a i r c a s e .  Also, many 
of t h e  o t h e r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  such a s  t h e  shal low hipped roo f ,  t h e  
s imple p r o j e c t i n g  eaves ,  t h e  Greek Ion ic  p o r t i c o  and t h e  s p i r a l  s t a i r c a s e  
a r e  t y p i c a l  of La t robe ' s  work. 

One of  t h e  more famous gues t s  a t  Long Branch, Washington I r v i n g ,  paid 
t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  house by w r i t i n g ,  "We had g l o r i o u s  q u a r t e r s  t h a t  n ight . "  
Even i n  i t s  somewhat a l t e r e d  s t a t e ,  Long Branch i s  an e x c e l l e n t  example 
of  t h e  American n c o - c l a s s i c a l  s t y l e .  I n  h i s  biography of  Lat robe ,  Talbot 
Hamlin, t h e  noted a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  s a i d  of  Long Branch, "as one 
of t h e  few e x i s t i n g  houses Latrobe i s  known t o  havc designed,  ( i t )  i s  an 
important monument i n  American a r c h i t e c t u r e " .  
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Statement of Significance I 
Long Branch was built ca. 1810 by Robert Carter Burwell near Millwood, Clarke 
County, Virginia. It would appear from extant correspondence between Robert 
Burwell and the architect, Benjamin Henry Latrobe that Latrobe was asked to 
comment on Burwell's plans and to suggest improvements. The extent to which 
Latrobe influenced the design of the two story, hipped roof brick house, 
already under construction, is open to discussion since his drawings for it 
are lost. In addition the house was retrimmed extensively on the interior in 
the Minard Lafever style ca. 1845. This work included the complete renovatio 
of the entrance hall and replacement of the stair. It is also probable that 
one, if not both of the classichl porticoes have been replaced. 

In it present form the house gives a dignified and impressive appearance. 
however its development is as yet too unclear to place too much confidence 
in its being a major work of Benjamin Henry Latrobe. 
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As the designated State I.iaison Officer for t h e  Ns- 

t ional Historic Preservat ion  Act of 19h6 (Public I.aw 

89465). I hereby nominate this  property for inc lus ion  

in the National Register and cer t i fy  that it has been 

evaluated  according to the criteria and proccdres  set 
forth by  the National  Park Service. The reconmiended 

level of significance oi th is  nomination is: 

National State E] Local 

I herebv cert ify that this property is included in the 

Date 
CCT 1 BE9 

NR me 
i ATTEST: 

D r .  Edward P. Alexander! Chairman 

Date ~e .2,.19691 bate 






