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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Huntingdon is a T-shaped farmhouse set atop a knoll in the open farmlands adjoining
Boyce in Clarke County. Built of rubble limestone, the original five-bay house was built
ca. 1830. To it, a single pile, rubble-limestone ell was added ca. 1850. During the
20th century, a one-story porch at the east side of this ell was enclosed in several
stages, creating a two-story service wing. ' -

The main block is lit with 9/9 sash on the first floor and 6/9 sash on the second.
The windows are flanked by early louvred blinds and wrought=-iron shutter stays and have
stone jack arches over them. The fine stonework is further distinguished by handsome
quoins at the corners of the building. A gable roof, trimmed with a simple box cornice,
covers the house and is crowned by brick interior end chimney stacks. The entrance treat-
ment is distinctive. The narrow front door is surmounted by a fanlight with wooden muntins

~and is sheltered by an original pedimented porch supported on coupled Roman Doric columns

and single fluted Roman Doric pilaster responds. The base of the porch has been rebuilt
and enlarged in this century. I '

The three-bay ell is treated in a manner similar to the main block, but it is covered
with a roof which is hipped at both ends and thus is unconnected to the main house roof.
A box cornice, brick chimney stack, and 9/9 and 6/9 sash are used, as on the main block.
Along the east side of this ell, a porch of uncertain age, but visible in early 20th-
century photographs, has been enclosed to provide kitchen and bathroom facilities.

‘The plan of Huntingdon is a simple one. The main block is a two-story, single-pile
"I-house" with a central passage flanked by one room on either side. There is a gingle
room in the ell which is separated from the main block by a cross passage.

The most elaborate decoration is found in the large west parlor of the origimal
section. A large mantel is its focal point. Coupled Roman Doric colonnettes similar to
the portico columns support paneled entablature blocks surmounted by a shelf broken out
over the blocks. The symmetrically molded (double cyma) frieze is embellished with a
paneled tablet. The surround and hearth are made of black marble. Turned corner blocks
and a sharply molded chair rail complete the trim, '

Aside from the open-string stair with its slender turned newel; round, ramped-and-
eased banister; pierced sawn brackets; and two rectangular balusters to a tread, the
passage is notable for the surviving pegboard on the west wall, This pegboard retains

all but one of its original pegs.

The east parlor has a mantel similar to, but much plainer than, that in the west
parlor. The frieze here is undecorated. Original closets flank the chimney breast, and

a pedestal chair rail is carried around the room.

The open-string stair in the ell passage has an elliptical banister, two rectangular
balusters to a tread, and a heavy turned newel. In the rear (dining) room is a plain
Greek Revival mantel consisting of pilasters supporting an unadorned frieze and single-
element shelf, .

Worthy of special mention is the profusion of criginal hardware in the house. -All
of the locks except the one on the front door survive, These include large brass box
locks on the east and west parlor doors, “"elbow" locks on the cellar and rear doors of the

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
















