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1. Name of Property ............................................................................... ............................................................................... 
historic name Long Marsh Run Rural Historic District 

other names/site number - VDHR File No. 21-967 

............................................................................... ............................................................................... 
2. Location ............................................................................... ............................................................................... 
street & number App. a 10,290-acre area bordered roughly by the West Virginia line 
on the north, Rtiutes 608 and 612 on the east, Route 7 on the south, and Route 653 
on the west. not for ~ublication N I A  . ~ ~~~ -., -- 
city or town Berryville vicinity X 
state Virginiacode VA county - Clarke - code 043- zlp code 22611 
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3. State/Federal Agency Certification .............................................................................. .............................................................................. 
As the designated author i ty  under the National Histor ic  Preservation Act of 1986, as amended. I hereby c e r t i f y  that  t h i s  x nwnination 

request f o r  determination of e l i g i b i l i t y  meets the docunentation standards for register ing propert ies i n  the ~ a t i o i i a l  Register 
m i s t o r i c  Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set for th i n  36 CFR Part 60. I n  my opinion, the property 
r meets does not meet the National Register Cr i ter ia .  1 recolrnwd that  t h i s  property be considered s ign i f i can t  -nat ional ly  - - - s t a t e u E - p  loca l l y .  ( - See continuation sheet f o r  addit ional comnents.) 

Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

I n  my opinion, the property - meets - does not meet the National 
Register c r i t e r i a .  ( - See continuation sheet for  addit ional comnents.) 

Signature of comnenting or other o f f i c i a l  Date 

.............................................................................. ............................................................................. 
4. National Park Service Certification .............................................................................. .............................................................................. 
I, hereby c e r t i f y  tha t  t h i s  property is: 

- entered i n  the National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

e e ~ i n e d  el!gible for  the - 
National Register 

See continuafi?n sheet. - e r m i n e d  not eligible f o r  the 
Nationat Register - removed from the National Register 

- other (explain): 

signature or Keeper vace or ~ctlon 
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5. Classification ................................................................................ - ...................................................................... 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

x private - - 
- public-local 
- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
bullding (s) 

T district - - 
- site 
- structure 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
- 315 - 229 buildings 

16 1 sites - 
- 35 - 30 structures 
- 0 - 0 objects 
- 366 - 260 Total - 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register -- 7 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/AN if property is not part of 
a multiple property listing.) N/A ............................................................................. ........................................................................... 
6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

See Continuation Sheet 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

See Continuation Sheet 

........................... ...................................... ..................................................................... 
7 .  Description .............................................................................. ........................................................................... 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Materials (Enter cateaories from instructionsl 
f ouridation 

- 
walls - See Continuation Sheet 
roof 
other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property 
on one or more continuation sheets.) 

See Continuation Sheet 
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8. Statement of Significance ................................................................................ ............................................................................. 
e l i c a b l e  Yational Register c r i t e r i a  (Mark "x" i n  one or.more C r i t e r i a  C m i d e r a t i m  (Hark "X" i n  a l l  the boxes that apply.) 
boxes for the c r l t e r l a  qual t fy lng the property for  Natlonal 
Register l i s t i n g )  - A owned by a rsl8gmus ~nsfctuf~on or used for rsl~g,ou. pu rpo r~ r  

X A Prop.rty is associated with events that hava made. significant - B removed from its orig(n.1 location. - 
eontr!butlon to the broad pattarns of our history. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 
B Property 13 asoooiafad wlth the lives of persons sign~ficant in our pest. - - D a cemtery. 

. X  C Property smbodin the diltlnctiva cheraotsriat8cs of a iypa. pwiod. or 
method oi construotiono~ isp?nmfr the work of a ma.1.1, 01 posses~es - E a rsoonstructsd building. objact.or atrusturs 
high artistic velurn. or raprasents a eignificant and distinpuishabla entity 
whose oomponant. lack lndlvldual di.tlnst,on. F a comm.morat,vs property. 

D Property has yielded. or is  likely to yield information important in prehistory - G less than 50 years of age or aohievsd ~ign8ficanca ~ t h t n  fhs part 50 
or hislory. year.. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
- See Continuation Sheet 

Period of Significance 
- ca. 1770-1946 

Significant Dates 
- N / A  - 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

- N / A  

Cultural Affiliation N/A 

Architect/Builder Kimmell, A. J., builder [1895-Poorhouse Farm 21-2991 - 
Light,HarryP.,builder [1929-WoodsideDairy21-3391 

Phillips and Wiard, builders [1869-Buena Vista 21-3741 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on 
one or more continuation sheets.) 

See Continuation Sheet 

.................................................................... .............................................................. 
9. Major Bibliographical References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 
or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous docmentation on f i l e  (NPS) Primary Location of Addit ional Data 
- preliminary determination of indiv idual  l i s t i n g  (36 CFR 67) - x - State H is to r ic  Preservation Of f i ce  

has been requested. - Other State agency 
- previously l i s t e d  i n  the National Register - Federal agency 

previously determined e l i g i b l e  by the National Register Local gove rmn t  - - - designated a National H is to r ic  Lardnark - University - recorded by H is to r ic  Amrican Bui ldings Survey U - Other - recorded by H is to r ic  Arnerican Engineering Record U- N e n r  of repository: 
VA Dept. of Histor ic  Resources 
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lo. Geographical Data ................................................................................. ............................................................................ 
Acreage of Property - 10,293 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

X See continuation sheet. - - 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

............................................................................ ........................................................................ 
11. Form Prepared BY ............................................................................... ............................................................................... 
name/title-MARAt S. KALBIAN, ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

organization date - MAY 1, 1996 - 
street & number-ROUTE 1 BOX 86 telephone - 540-837-2081 - 
city or town-BOYCE state-VA- zip code - 22620 - 
............................................................................... ............................................................................... 
Additional Documentation ............................................................................... ............................................................................... 
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Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USOS mao (7.5 or 15 minute series) indisatinn lhe omoenv's location. . . - . .  . 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous rcmurecs 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photogrsphs of h e  pmpefiy 

Additional items 
(Check wih the SHPO or F P D  for any additional item) 
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Property Owner ..................................................................... ............................ ............................... 
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6. HISTORIC FUNCTIONS; 

DOMESTIC 
single dwelling 
secondary structure 

AGRICULTUREISUBSISTENCE 
processing 
agricultural field 
animal facility 
storage 
agricultural outbuilding 

INDUSTRYIPROCESS .IEXTRAC. 
manufacturing facility 

EDUCATION 
school 

TRANSPORTATION 
road-related 

RELIGION 
religious facility 

FUNERARY 
cemetery 

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: 

DOMESTIC 
single dwelling 
secondary structure 

AGRICULTUREISUBSISTENCE 
processing 
agricultural field 
animal facility 
storage 
agricultural outbuilding 
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TRANSPORTATION 
road-related 

RELIGION 
religious facility 

FUNERARY 
cemetery 

7. DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Classification; 

COLONIAL 
Georgian 

EARLY REPUBLIC 
Federal 
Early Classical Revival 

MID-19TH CENTURY 
Greek Revival 

LATE VICTORIAN 
Italianate 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS 
Colonial Revival 

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 2OTH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS 
Bungalow/Craftsman 

OTHER 
I-house 
Hall-parlor plan 
Foursquare 
Folk Victorian 
2-door 

Materials; 

FOUNDATION 
Stone 
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Brick 
Concrete 

WALLS 
Wood: weatherboard 

1% 
plywoodlparticle board 

Brick 
Stone: limestone 
Stucco 
Terra Cotta 
Concrete 

ROOF 
Metal: tin 
Stone: slate 
Asphalt 
Asbestos 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION: 

Located in Virginia's Lower Shenandoah Valley, the Long Marsh Run Rural Historic District 
encompasses roughly 10,290 acres of north central Clarke County. The boundaries are generally 
defined on the north by the West Virginia State line and Route 639, on the east by Routes 608 
and 612, on the south by Route 7, and on the west by Route 653. The district boundaries are 
drawn to include the agricultural landscape and architectural resources of an area distinctively 
rural that contains numerous large antebellum and postbellum estates, and several smaller 
nineteenth-century farms, churches, schools and African-American communities. Also included 
are a collection of early vernacular buildings associated with some of the first settlers of the 
area. Wherever possible, areas with concentrations of noncontributing properties have been. 
avoided. 

The district's physical character is defined by rich well-drained limestone soils over a rolling 
terrain. The undulating hills and valleys are made up of a mixture of approximately seven to 
one of open pasturelcrop landlorchards to forest land. The combination of hilly and open land, 
and the dramatic backdrop of the Blue Ridge Mountains to the east, provides many varied and 
spectacular vistas of the unspoiled countryside that characterize this district. The natural 
landscape elements in the district are further complemented by cultural features such as farms, 
crossroads, roadbeds, tree lines, hedgerows, field patterns, and stone, split-rail, and board 
fences. Modern intrusions are few and relatively inconspicuous. 



NPS Farm 10-900-a 
(8 -86)  

OM0 No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section 7 -- Page 4 - - Long Marsh Run Rural Historic District 
Clarke County, Virginia 

The Long Marsh Run Rural Historic District contains several large antebellum estates associated 
with early families of the area, such as the Washingtons and Lames. Although the first settlers 
came from a variety of places including New Jersey, Maryland, and the Tidewater region of 
Virginia, it seems that their common English ancestry helped shape the economic, political, and 
cultural community of the district into a likeness of Tidewater, Virginia. This is reflected in the 
stylish architecture they built as well as in the land-use patterns they adapted. What is 
remarkable about the Long Marsh Run Rural Historic District is that these patterns are still 
highly evident today. In addition, the district includes a collection of more modest eighteenth- 
century buildings as well as a large number of resources dating to the later half the nineteenth 
century and the early to mid- part of the twentieth century. These include resources relating not 
only to the history of agriculture, education, and industry, but also to the theme of African- 
American heritage. The district contains a higher concentration of resources related to these 
themes than in other areas of the county. 

The 366 contributing resources in the district are made up primarily of farm and estate 
residences and their associated outbuildings. There are approximately sixty such contributing 
complexes in the district. Other contributing buildings include four schools, four churches, two 
mills, two mill sites, and a post office. Three small African-American communities are also 
included, some with their original school and church. The thirty-five contributing structures are 
mostly corncribs (and six metal windmills), and the sixteen contributing sites are mainly 
cemeteries and ruins of historic buildings. The Long Marsh Run Rural Historic District also 
contains two properties (7 resources) that are already individually listed on the Virginia 
Landmarks Register and National Register of Historic Places. Archaeological resources are not 
included in this nomination. The 260 noncontributing architectural elements in the district 
include: 229 buildings, primarily post-1946 dwellings and farm buildings; thirty-nine structures, 
mainly post-1946 silos, swimming pools, and tennis courts; and one site. The land west of 
Route 340 is located in the county's Long Marsh Magisterial District, while the area to the east 
of Route 340 is in the Battletown Magisterial District. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION AND ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS: 

The Long Marsh Run Rural Historic District encompasses roughly sixteen square miles of 
remarkably unaltered and picturesque rural land in north central Clarke County. The topography 
is characterized by rolling hills and interspersed valleys that are rich in limestone soils well 
suited for agricultural uses. The Blue Ridge Mountains, located on the east side of the 
Shenandoah River, provide a spectacular backdrop for the pristine scenery. (Photo 1) Due to 
the undulating terrain, this region of the county contains several springs and two fairly large 
streams; Long Marsh Run and Wheat Spring Branch. These potent sources of water provided 
power for the early mills in the district. Currently the land cover in the district is'approximately 
55% open pasture, 23% crop land, 12% wooded, 8% orchard land, and 2% residential. The 
district's 10,290 acres are primarily used for farming, with 43% (4,440 acres) considered part 
of the Clarke County Agricultural District (Code of Virginia, Section 15.1-1511). In addition, 
360 acres of land (4%) is held under open-space easements.. 
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The architectural resources of the Long Marsh Run Rural Historic District demonstrate a variety 
of architectural styles and uses covering a period of more than 175 years. The predominant 
architectural element in the district is the farm and estate dwelling and its related outbuildings. 
Not only does the district contain examples of high-style architecture from the late eighteenth, 
nineteenth, and twentieth centuries, but also many buildings constructed in the vernacular 
tradition. Six small communities are also included in the district. Four of these, Webbtown, 
Lewisville, Rattlesnake Springs, and Bristow are African-American communities, while 
Stringtown and Gaylord are racially mixed. In addition, several mills, mill sites, schools, and 
churches also contribute to the diversity of this district. 

The first European acquisition and settlement of land in the Long Marsh Run Rural Historic 
District began during the second quarter of the eighteenth century. New Yorker, Jost Hite 
made the earliest land grants in the area by acquiring 100,000 acres from the crown in 1731, 
a portion of which was located in what is now Clarke County. Hite was required to settle one 
family per every 1,000 acres and consequently began to encourage settlement of the land. Some 
of the early Hite grantees were: Nathaniel Daugherty of Baltimore (Daugherty then sold a 250- 
acre parcel to Isaac Larue of New Jersey in 1743); Virginians John and James Lindsay, who 
received grants in the district area about 1740; and Thomas Morgan, who acquired 450 acres 
along Wheat Spring Run and then sold it in 1749 to Bartholomew Anderson along with a house 
and gristmill. 

While Hite granted land in Clarke County in the early 1730s, Thomas, Sixth Lord Fairfax, 
asserted his claim to the same land as heir to the proprietary of the Northern Neck. The dispute 
over ownership of the land was finally settled in favor of Lord Fairfax in 1746, although the 
grants made by Hite were validated. This opened up a second phase in the settlement of the 
district. Some of the Lord Fairfax grantees included George William Fairfax, George Smith, 
Bartholomew Anderson, John Cazine, John Lindsay, ,Thomas Loftin, and Abraham Pennington. 
With these grants much of the land of the district passed into the hands of settlers and 
speculators of largely English extraction. 

Generally, the earliest type of dwellings constructed by the first settlers in the Lpng Marsh Run 
Rural Historic District were impermanent and fairly crude. Their purpose was to provide quick 
shelter and in some cases, to fulfill the requirements of tenancies. Many early dwellings were 
probably log or earthfast frame buildings. No examples of these types of dwellings survive in 
the district. 

Although Isaac Larue settled the area along Long Marsh Run in 1743, the earliest surviving 
building in the district dates from about twenty-five years later and is associated with the 
Washington family. Warner Washington, Sr. (1715-1791), a first cousin of George Washington, 
constructed Fairfield (21-29*) ca. 1770 at the center of his 1,600-acre landholding. Fairfield 
is the best example in the district of the importation of a Tidewater plantation to the Shenandoah 
Valley. The large, stately, Georgian-style main house is constructed of native limestone and is 
at the center of a complex of outbuildings including a brick meathouse, stone spring house, and 
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two brick slave quarters (Photo 2). Currently the house has a five-part composition, although 
the original section encompasses only the five-bay central block with the two side wings. The 
cross-gable wings and dormers are twentieth-century additions. During the mid- to late 
eighteenth century, Warner Washington, Sr. was the largest slaveholder in what was then 
Frederick County, owning over 135 slaves. Only two slave quarters survive on the property, 
which was subdivided during the twentieth century. They are both of brick construction, and 
along with the 2 112-story brick meathouse, stand just north of the main house (Photo 3). 
Fairfield was placed on the National Register in 1969 and is currently owned by the Richardson 
family who acquired it from the Washingtons in the 1830s. Significant as one the earliest and 
finest examples of Georgian architecture in the district, Fairfield is one of several Washington 
homes in the area, most of which are now located in neighboring Jefferson County, West 
Virginia. 

Three buildings that were originally part of the Fairfield estate, and appear to date from 
approximately the same period also survive in the district. Two of these are of log construction, 
and one of brick. Anchorage (21-I), located just west of Fairfield, is a two-bay, one-story, 
vernacular log dwelling with two 1 112-story side additions of log (Photo 4). This interesting 
building was probably originally a slave quarters or tenant house. The Cooke-Byrd House (21- 
788) is located just east of Fairfield and is the district's only example of a log dog-trot house 
(Photo 5). The oldest sections of this modest vernacular dwelling are the right four bays that 
are one story with a loft. The one-bay log section to the extreme right is attached to a three-bay 
log section to its left by a two-bay enclosed frame breezeway. Although the house has 
undergone later additions, it still retains integrity and interest for its unique form. The current 
1 112-story, two-bay, brick, rear wing of the Dower House (21-341) is the original portion of 
this building which is sited directly east of the Fairfield house. Believed to have been 
constructed as an overseer's house during the latter part of the eighteenth-century, it may be the 
district's oldest brick building. It has undergone many additions and much alteration during the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

The Long Marsh Run Rural Historic District contains four limestone dwellings that are 
associated with Isaac h e  and his family. The earliest is Bloomfield (21:8), constructed by 
James Larue (son of Isaac) in 1775, according to a datestone in the south gable end (Photo 6). 
This fine two-story, three-bay, double-pile, coursed limestone, vernacular dwelling features two 
interior-end stone chimneys, a steeply-pitched gable roof, and a basement entry along the south 
side. The original front of the house is now the rear and the two-story, two-bay, random-rubble 
stone wing appears to be a mid-nineteenth-century addition. The stone ruins of what may have 
been a summer kitchenlslave quarters stand just north of the house. 

Isaac Larue's first land grant in the area occurred in 1743 along Long Marsh Run. This is the 
site of Claremont (21-337), a two-story, three-bay, coursed limestone, vernacular dwelling with 
a datestone of 1778 (Photo 7). This building, which is very similar in form to Bloomfield (21- 
8), may have replaced h e ' s  original dwelling. The property also includes a one-story, four- 
bay, frame summer kitchen with an unusually large central stone chimney. 
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cousin, Lawrence Lewis shortly after he acquired the property in 1825. Later additions to the 
Audley house gave it a distinctive H-shaped plan. The property gained further significance 
during the twentieth century as a major horsebreeding center. 

Other eighteenth-century resources in the district include several mills and mill sites. Two 
stone barns along Long Marsh Run were originally gristmills and were probably constructed in 
the last decades of the eighteenth century. The establishment of these gristmills reflects the 
emergence of wheat as a major cash crop in the area during this period. Slave labor made the 
settlement and production of the large plantations in the district possible. The mill at Woodside 
Dairy (21-339), later known as the Van Meter Mill, is a two-story, limestone (random-rubble) 
building with a gable roof, stone jack arches over the window openings, and frame construction 
in its gable ends (Photo 12). The mill race is still highly evident, although the building, now 
abandoned, was used as a barn for most of the twentieth century. Anderson's Mill and House 
(21-333) are located further east along Long Marsh Run. Like at Woodside, the stone mill here 
has been converted into a barn. The property, which includes a two-story log house clad in 
stucco, is highly visible along Route 610. Two other eighteenth-century mill sites survive as 
stone foundations. One of these, Castleman's or Frost's Mill (21-13) is located along Long 
Marsh Run and, like the two surviving mills, was a two-story stone structure. It was destroyed 
sometime in the 1960s. The only mill that survives along Wheat Spring Branch, located in the 
southern part of the district, is the ruin of Shepherd's Mill on the Arcadia (21-3) property. This 
two-story, gambrel-roofed, stone mill was destroyed in 1957 and may be the site of a mill 
constructed by Thomas Morgan before 1749. 

The population of Clarke County continued to increase during the nineteenth century, with the 
largest building campaign of farms and estate dwellings in the district occurring during the early 
to mid-decades. The Federal, Adam, and Early Classical Revival styles were employed, often 
in combination with each other or with vernacular features. Eight properties were identified in 
the district whose main dwelling was designed in the Federal or Adam style, ranging in variety 
from extremely high-style examples, such as at Smithfield (21-349), to more vernacular, subdued 
examples such as at Blakemore (21-93). All eight of these properties are of masonry 
construction, either brick or stone, often covered in plaster, and in some cases, scored to imitate 
cut stone. Generally, these buildings are two-story, five-bay, symmetrical, gable-roofed 
dwellings on raised basements with two interior-end chimneys, and a transom or fanlight with 
sidelights. The use of academic styles in so many large masonry dwellings attests to the wealth 
of the landowners in the district during this period. Other Federal-style dwellings in the district 
include: Audley (21-4), added to by Lawrence and Lorenzo Lewis; Balclutha (21-6) constructed 
by William T. Allen, son of David Hume Allen of Clifton; Weehaw (21-87), which uses 
Adamesque elements; and Runnymeade (21-69), constructed by one of Isaac Larue's 
grandchildren. 

Elmington (21-27) was constructed ca. 1804 by Whiting Washington, son of Warner Sr. of 
Fairfield, and is a fine example of the use of the Federal style with some Adamesque details 
(Photo 13). Built of brick (5-course American bond), the house has a pedimented gable end with 
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a modillioned cornice. The original front of the house is now the east side and consists of an 
asymmetrical three-bay elevation with a door on the end bay. The interior detailing also features 
delicate woodwork of the Federal style. 

Cedar Grove (21-96), located in the western part of the district near Stringtown, is another 
example of the Federal style, but in a much more subdued manner (Photo 14). The house is 
composed of theoriginal, early-nineteenth-century, two-story, three-bay, side-passage-plan, brick 
section with a two-story, late-nineteenth-century, stone wing. Although vacant, the brick section' 
is in fairly unaltered condition and is notable for its use of 3-course American bond on the front 
facade. No nineteenth-century outbuildings remain on the property. 

Smithfield (21-349) was constructed in the 1820s by Edward Jaquelin Smith and is one of the 
most elegant Federal-style brick dwellings in the county (Photo 15). Laid in a Flemish-bond 
pattern on the front and 5-course American bond pattern on the side and rear, the two-story, 
five-bay, hip-roofed house sits on a raised brick basement and features a door surround made 
up of a fanlight with delicate tracery and full-length Doric columns between the door and 
sidelights. The house has a central-passage, double-pile plan and contains some woodwork 
similar to that found at Clifton (21-20), constructed about ten years later, and may have shared 
the same builder. Both houses have an elliptical arch in the stair hall supported by fluted Doric 
columns, and similar mantels composed of unfluted Doric columns supporting an elaborate 
carved mantel shelf. The two brick dependencies that flank the main house at Smithfield were 
added in the 1840s and have distinctive stepped brick parapets. One was used as a school and 
the other as a slave quarters. Sited on a hill overlooking the Blue Ridge Mountains, this 
magnificent house, along with its interesting collection of outbuildings, including one of only 
three brick barns in the county, is one of Clarke County's most elegant mid-nineteenth-century 
complexes (Photo 16). The property is being restored by members of the Smith family, 
ancestors of the original owners. 

The antebellum period was a very prosperous one in Clarke County and the region in general. 
The agricultural economy was based largely on wheat. The wealth of the citizens is reflected 
in the surviving architecture of the period. An increased availability of pattern books also 
influenced the architecture of this period. People suddenly had easy access to knowledge of the 
popular national styles. 

Clifton (21-20) is located in the northern portion of the district on land originally part of 
Fairfield and later sold to Col. Griffin Taylor. Taylor's daughter Sarah married David Hume 
Allen, a prominent lawyer, who built the current dwelling in the early 1830s. Valley historian, 
Samuel Kercheval, writing in 1833 describes the property: 

"In the county of Clarke, David H. Allen, Esq., has lately erected a brick dwelling on 
a beautiful eminence, from which there is a most enchanting view of the Blue Ridge and 
adjacent county. It is sixty-six feet by fifty, with a splendid portico, supported by a 
beautiful colonnade twenty-five feet high of solid pine pillars. In front of the house is 
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an extended lawn, partly covered with a sheet of transparent water, which adds greatly 
to the novelty and beauty of the scenery. Mr. Allen informed the writer that some years 
ago the watercourse contained much dark alluvial mud, on each side, very miry and 
difficult to cross. He hauled out six thousand wagon loads of mud upon the adjoining 
high lands, which so increased the fertility that, for several years, it was too rich for the 
production of wheat. Mr. Allen is pretty extensively engaged in the stock way. A few 
years ago, he at one time owned one hundred and twenty head of horses, and a large 
stock of improved cattle, sheep and hogs. Mr. Allen was bred to the law, but having 
manied the daughter of the late Col. Griffin Taylor, got this fine estate by her; and his 
father being also wealthy, he soon abandoned the practice, and lived a retired and private 
life ever since."' 

Clifton is the district's only example of the Early Classical Revival style (Photo 17). The 
exterior brick walls are plastered and scored to resemble cut stone. The house has two stories 
and five bays on a raised foundation with a hipped roof of slate shingles, and cost about 
$1 1,000.00 to build. The three-bay monumental portico on the east side uses Tuscan columns 
and frames the elaborate entrance door surround. The house underwent some remodeling in the 
early twentieth century, and was extensively restored by the current owners in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s. Clifton contains several outbuildings from the same period as the main house and 
still sits on a large tract of land. 

The Greek Revival was a popular architectural style in the district during the mid-nineteenth 
century, and was often used in combination with earlier styles or with vernacular features. Four 
properties in the district were identified, all of brick construction, that reflect the Greek Revival 
style. These include Arcadia (21-3), Mansfield Farm (21-46), Monterey (21-SO), and Ash-Will 
Farm (21-305). All these buildings, constructed in the 1850s, have two stories, three- or five- 
bay facades, gable roofs, and either paired-parapet or interior-end chimneys. 

It is well known that large farms and plantations of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries had 
many subordinate outbuildings that met the day-to-day needs of the occupants of the main house. 
Secondary domestic outbuildings often included a meathouse, dairy, kitchen, icehouse, root 
cellar, privy, and, in many cases in the Long Marsh Run Rural Historic District, slave quarters. 
Few, if any, eighteenth-century examples of these building types survive in the district, while 
many properties still retain their nineteenth-century examples. 

Due to the importation of slaves from eastern Virginia by their owners, Clarke County had a 
fairly large slave population. Surviving slave quarters were documented at seven properties in 
the district; Audley (21-4), Elmington (21-27), Fairfield (21-29*), Clifton (21-20); Runnymeade 
(21-69), Smithfield (21-349), and Arcadia (21-3). All are of brick construction, except for the 
one at Clifton (21-20) which is of stone. The surviving slave quarters at Clifton (21-20) is the 
largest in the district and one of the largest in the county, attesting to the wealth of the original 
owner (Photo 18). The two-story, eight-bay, gable-roofed building has two front doors and 
interior-end chimneys, and was presumably used as at least two separate units. 










































































































































































