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and/or common General District Courts Building 

2. Location 
street & number 104 North Chwch Street N/A not for publication 

Berryville city, town %L vicinity of 

state Virginia code 51 county Clarke C o u n t y  code 043 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district 2 public occupied - agriculture - museum 
2L bulidlng(s) - private - unoccupied -commercial -park 
-structure -both work in progress - educational - private residence 
-site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment -religious 
- object - in process X yes: restricted X government -scientific 

- being considered y e s :  unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
N/A - no -military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name C l a r k e  County (c/o Cnairman, Board of Bwervisors) 

street & number P.0. b x  169 

Berryville 'EL vicinity of state Virginia 22611 city, town 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Clarke C m t y  Courthouse 

street & number N/A 

city, town Berr~ville state Virginia 22611 

6. Representation in Existing S u r v e y s ( 2 ) ( s e e  mti""ti~ Sheet /k2) 

(1)Virginia Historic Lancbmrks Carmission 
itle survey has this property been determined eligible? -yes x.- no 

date 1982 -federal 3 state - county -local 

depository for survey records Virginia Historic L a n k k s  Carmission, 221 Garernor Street  

city, town R i ~ h m d  state Virginia 23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent - deteriorated - unaltered original rite 
2 good - ruins altered -moved date N/A 
- fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
summy DESrnION 

The Old Clarke Ccunty Courthouse is se t  i n  a tree-shaded square off North Church 
Street i n  the center of Berryville. The building i s  an excellent -le of Virginia's 
RaMn Revival Style being built i n  a tenple form and fronted by a properly proportioned 
Tuscan portico. Its facade i s  laid i n  the very precise Flemish-bond brick characteristic 
of the Ranan Revival buildings. A large, two-story addition was added to  the north w a l l  
in the early 20th century and the interior  of the courthouse was ramdeled about the 
same time, hmever, the courthouse's basic architectural integrity r d n s  intact .  In- 
cluded i n  the ncmination i s  a quaint, one-story brick building of ca. 1880 on the square 
to the rmrth of the courthouse. It originally served as the clerk 's  office but i s  now 
a lawyer's office. Also included i n  the nanination i s  a two-story building of ca. 1900 
containing the Sheriff 's d f i c e  and county j a i l .  

m I I T E c m  ANALYSIS 

The original portion of the Old Clarke County Courthouse i s  a t q l e  form building 
with three bays on the facade and four bays on the sides and fronted by a tetrastyle 
b c a n  portico. In  an examination of the roof framing undertaken as  part of a 1975 
restoration report, J. Everett Fauber, F.A.I.A., suggested that the portico might be a 
la ter  addition as the portico £ r a n k g  did not appear to  m t c h  that  of the m i n  roof. 
Although the dimensions of the main body of the buildings are 54' x 42 ' ,  as  stipulated 
in the original specifications i n  the county Order Book, the specifications would not 
necessarily havejincluded the portico. That the portico i s  an original feature would 
seen likely, however, as it i s  canpletely consistent with the r e s t  of the building, and 
there is no break i n  the b c a n  entablature where the portico joins the main part of the 
building. Old photographs show that the stuccoed portico colunms originally had proper 
bases, but these have been los t  i n  later renovations. The portico's tyniparnnn has a lunette 
window with fanlight millions. Extra sophistication i s  given t o  the portico by the use 
of an interior  entablature. 

The courthouse facade is  laid in very precise Flemish-bond brickwork w i t h  tooled 
mrtar joints and i s  i n  a good s ta te  of repair. Because of i t s  sheltered position the 
facade presenres much of the original pencilling on the nmrtar joints.  The m i n  entrance 
in the center bay consists of paneled doors and a four-light transan frmed by a Classical 
architrave and topped by a jack arch. The facade windws are not topped by jack arches 
but rather by square wooden l in te ls .  

As suggested above, the courthouse is sullrounded by a f u l l  Tuscan entablature 
except where interrupted by a bm-story early 20th-century brick addition attached t o  
the north wall. This addition also blocked original fenestration on the north w a l l .  
The renaining original windaws have 12/12 hung-sash windows flanked by dark green 
lowred shutters. On the upper level of the south wall the westerrmost window has been 
converted t o  a door w i t h  an iron f i r e  escape leading down £ran it, The other three bays 
are fa lse  windows with permanently shut louvred shutters. As with a rosnber of Virginia 
courthouses of this  period and style, the windows are fa lse  a t  this point since they 
would be interrupted by the ceiling of the courtroan. The upper fa lse  windows on the 
rear wall were never treated with architraves or lowred shutters but are simply inset 

(See Continuation Sheet !!I) 












