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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Located in the community of Josephine City on the outskirts 
of Berryville, Josephine City School is a rare example of a 
Reconstruction-era black schoolhouse constructed as part of 
a self-contained community. Built around 1882, Josephine 
City School was used as an elementary school until 1930, 
when it was moved a short distance from its original 
location, consolidated with the new Clarke County Training 
School, and used as the school's home economics and 
agriculture classrooms. The structure continued to be used 
for classrooms until 1971, when it was turned into storage 
space. The two-room frame building represents the oldest 
element of the larger black school complex that has been 
recently converted into low/moderate-income elderly housing. 
The building is owned by Clarke County but is held in a 
long-term lease agreement by the Josephine Improvement 
Association, Inc., which plans to restore the building for 
use as an African-American museum and cultural center. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Josephine City School is part of the old Johnson-Williams 
School located at the end of Josephine Street on the 
southeast edge of the town of Berryville, Virginia. The 
complex is composed of the following buildings: the 
rectangular, one-story Josephine City School that was 
originally located on Josephine Street; the 1930 brick 
Clarke County Training School that was greatly enlarged in 
1951 and has recently been converted into low/moderate- 
income elderly housing; and the 1941 frame building that was 
constructed as additional agriculture classrooms and is now 
used as offices for the housing project. (Photo 1) The land 
on which this complex of buildings stands was annexed by the 
town of Berryville in January of 1994. 

The black community known as Josephine City was created in 
the early 1870s. Although many of the houses along 
Josephine Street today date to the period of the community's 
establishment, a number have fallen into ruin and have been 
replaced with modern buildings. However, Josephine City 
strongly retains its identity as a black community, due in a 
large part to the survival of some of its earliest buildings 


















































