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6. HISTORIC FUNCTIONS:

DOMESTIC
Single dwelling
Secondary structure

COMMERCE/TRADE
Specialty store
Financial institution
Department store

EDUCATION
School

RELIGION
Religious facility

AGRICULTURE
Storage
Agricultural outbuilding

TRANSPORTATION
Rail-related

CURRENT FUNCTIONS:

DOMESTIC
Single dwelling
Secondary structure

COMMERCE/TRADE
Specialty Store

RELIGION
Religious facility
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EDUCATION
School

AGRICULTURE
Agricultural outbuilding

GOVERNMENT
Town hall

7. DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification:

LATE VICTORIAN
Queen Anne
Second Gothic Revival

LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS
Classical Revival
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LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS

Bungalow/Craftsman

OTHER
I-house

Materials:

FOUNDATION
Stone: limestone
Concrete
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WALLS
Wood: Weatherboard
Shingle
Brick
Stucco
Synthetics: Vinyl

ROOF
Metal: tin
Asphalt

OTHER
Wood
Brick
Stone

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION:

The Boyce Historic District is located in the Town of Boyce, in south central Clarke County,
Virginia. Formed in 1880 at the intersection of the newly constructed Shenandoah Valley
Railroad (now part of Norfolk Southern) and the main road between the Shenandoah River and
Winchester, the town was first known as Boyceville until its official incorporation as Boyce in
1910. The 102-acre historic district encompasses most of the incorporated town limits and
contains a diverse collection of building types and architectural styles that tell the story of the
town’s development from the late 19" century to modern times. The boundaries generally include
all the buildings around the intersection of US Route 340 (Greenway Avenue) and East and West
Main Streets as well as Saratoga, Whiting, Virginia, and Old Chapel Avenues, East Crescent
Street, and parts of West Crescent Street and Huntingdon Lane. Concentrations of non-
contributing resources were not included in the boundaries.

When Boyce was created, it was not laid out on a formal grid pattern, but was instead dictated by
the existing roads, the newly constructed railroad, and property lines. Most of the buildings sit on
fairly uniform town lots and are sited along the road, with the exception of the more rural
properties at the edges of town. Some of the properties, especially along the north side of E. Main
Street, feature stone or formed concrete walls along their front property line.
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The district contains 118 properties, the majority of which are dwellings and their associated
outbuildings. Commercial buildings are generally located near the intersection of E. Main Street
and the railroad. Four churches, three school buildings, and a train station are also included in the
district. Most of the 154 contributing buildings are from ca. 1880 to 1920 and reflect the town’s
period of greatest growth and development. The vast majority of buildings are of the vernacular
tradition, yet some fine examples of high-style architecture including the Queen Anne, Gothic
Revival, Classical Revival, and Craftsman styles are also found.

Because of the railroad, Boyce became a major commercial center and shipping point for local
farmers. The Winchester-Berry’s Ferry Turnpike (now East and West Main Streets) was a major
transportation route from the Shenandoah River to points west. During the mid-20" century, US
Route 50 was constructed two miles to the south, bypassing the town and removing a lot of the
vehicular traffic that once ran through it. While this may have curbed its commercial
development somewhat, Boyce has continued to slowly grow in population and is now primarily
a residential community. It also contains Boyce Elementary School, a bank, a post office, as well
as several commercial enterprises along Main Street and Greenway Avenue. Freight trains
continue to pass daily through Boyce. Much of the modern development has occurred along the
edges of town in areas not included in the district boundaries. The 63 noncontributing elements
in the district are primarily modest vernacular dwellings and outbuildings.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Boyce is an incorporated town in southern Clarke County located around the intersection of Main
Street (State Route 723) and Greenway Avenue (US Route 340). The community was
established in 1880 shortly after the completion of the Shenandoah Valley Railroad through
Clarke County in 1879. The earliest building activity occurred at the crossing of the railroad and
Winchester-Berry’s Ferry Turnpike (Main Street, State Route 723) and grew westward along the
Turnpike and north and south along Greenway Avenue, which at that time was the road from
White Post to Berryville and originally followed Old Chapel Avenue north of Main Street.

Although Boyce was not officially established until 1910, commercial and residential activity
occurred there as early as 1880. The town was first known as Boyceville and was named after
Col. Upton Boyce (1832-1907), a Clarke County resident who was vice-president of the railroad
and influential in determining its route through the county. The earliest buildings in Boyce were
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located right along the tracks and were commercial ventures associated with the shipping of
goods by rail. The original frame railroad station of the 1880s was replaced in the 1910s with the
current masonry one. By the year of its incorporation in 1910, Boyce had grown to include a
population of 312.

The architectural resources in Boyce illustrate the story of the community’s development. Most
buildings date to the late 19" and early 20" centuries when the town experienced its greatest
growth. Beginning in 1880, properties are listed in the land tax records as being located in
“Boyceville.” In 1881, 11 improved lots are listed, most of which came off adjoining large
estates including Saratoga and Pleasant Hill (now Scaleby). As Boyce grew, land was subdivided
from three other adjoining estates: Roseville, Abbyville, and Huntingdon.

The earliest surviving resources in the district are generally located in the area around the
intersection of Main Street and the railroad tracks and include dwellings as well as commercial
buildings. These earliest houses are generally of the vernacular tradition, most of which are two-
story, three-bay, gable-roofed, frame I-houses on stone foundations. Exterior decoration is
generally limited to the 2/2-sash windows, corbeled brick chimney caps, plain friezeboard, and
porch supports. Examples of these include: 14 E. Main Street (172-0001-0045); 121 E. Main
Street (172-0001-0062); 135 E. Main Street (172-0001-0068). Some have central front gables
decorated with arched attic windows such as at 25 E. Main Street (172-0001-0059) and 125
Saratoga Avenue (172-0001-0102).

The house at 12 E. Main Street (172-0001-0044) is also an example from this era, but appears to
have been constructed in at least two sections to achieve its current three-bay configuration
(Photo 1). Many of these earliest residential properties still maintain some of their original
outbuildings, which generally included a meat house, a chicken coop, a barn, and in a few cases,
a summer kitchen. One of the most unusual outbuildings of the late 19™ century in the district is
the octagonal meat house at 14 East Main Street (172-0001-0045) with its conical-shaped roof
(Photo 2).

According to the Virginia Business Directory and Gazetteer, in 1881 Boyce had three general
merchant stores, two iron works, a hotel, a meat dealer, a saddler, and 2 wool dealer. Although
most of these buildings are no longer standing, it appears that at least two of the earliest
commercial buildings in the town survive. Located directly adjacent to the east side of the
railroad tracks, 118/122 E. Main Street is a very large, 2-story, frame building on a stone
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foundation and features an intact three-part storefront as wel] as a bracketed first-floor cornice
and front gable, decorative window surrounds, gable-end returns, and 6/6-sash windows (Photo
3). This building was originally run as a store by J. N. Laws and later converted into a grain
elevator and warehouse. The buildings along Railroad Lane behind it were once also associated
with the grain milling business (172-0001-0101).

Directly on the other side of the tracks is 114/116 E. Main Street (172-0001-0049), which is
made up of two sections: the commercial storefront along the street and an older 2-story building
attached to the rear (Phote 4). The building is notable for the pressed tin siding on the front that
is in a brick pattern and covers the tall parapet and cornice. During the 20™ century, the store was
known as R. C. Green & Co. General Merchants and may have originally been a store run by
John W. Sprint. These two buildings sited directly along the north side of Main Street at its
intersection with the railroad tracks are significant as some of the oldest surviving commercial
buildings in the district. It is interesting to note that the commercial buildings from the town’s
earliest history feature much more architectural decoration than the dwellings of the same period,
perhaps indicating a desire by the builders to make a statement about the commercial potency of
the newly formed town.

Thirteen buildings in the Boyce Historic District date to the 1880s. A portrayal of the town in
1881 describes it in the following terms, “A depot, a warehouse, and shanties innumerable have
sprung up all around.” The Clarke Courier announced in February of 1883 that, “Several lots
have been sold recently in Boyceville and the purchasers intend to build on them as soon as the
weather permits.” Two months later the newspaper bemoaned the fact that progress wasn’t being
made as quickly as many had hoped and blamed it on the marital status of some of the
population: “...the elite portion of Boyceville, has been again seized by the sprit of
improvement,... There are many bachelors about the village, and they retard its real growth; some
are on the anxious bench; however it is doubtful weather they will ever get through, so hardened
have they become.™

Some of the earliest resources in Boyce are associated with its African-American citizenry. One
of the first improved lots in town was on a three-acre tract owned by African-American Dennis
Seals. First described as being in “Boyceville” in the 1881 land tax records, Seals is shown
owning the tract as early as 1876, when it is described as “part of Saratoga.” According to
Everard K. Meade, a historian writing in the 1940s, Seals was a carriage driver for the Whiting
family who owned Pleasant Hill (now Scaleby). It is unclear exactly where Seals’s house was
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located and whether it still stands, but the 1881 tax information has it valued at $150. Seals later

subdivided his property selling part of it to James Cooper in 1881 and part to Joseph Keeler in
1883.

By 1890, nine African-Americans were listed as owning property in Boyce. Much of this
property was located at the southern end of town, along the east side of the Berryville-White Post
Road (current S. Greenway Avenue and US Route 340). As a testament to the growing African-
American population in the immediate area, the Boyce Colored School was constructed in 1885.
Located at 35 S. Greenway Avenue (172-0001-0033), this one-story, gable-end frame building is
currently vacant yet still retains much of its architectural integrity (Photo 5). Sited directly to the
north is Mount Zion Baptist Church (172-0001-0032) that sits on land deeded by R. Powell Page
of Saratoga in 1890 to the trustees of the Mount Zion New School Baptist Church in order to
erect a church. The current vernacular Gothic Revival-style building has a date stone of 1910 and
may incorporate an earlier building.

Many of the houses along the eastern side of US Route 340 toward the southern edge of town are
still associated with African-American families. Mainly ranging in date from ca. 1890 to the
1920s, all are of the vernacular and include examples of 2-story, hall-parlor-plan, and I-houses,
as well as more modest 1 Y%-story examples (Photos 6 and 7).

The buildings in the Boyce Historic District reflect the community’s continued growth during the
1890s and early 1900s: eight resources were documented from ca. 1890; 32 from ca. 1900, and
20 from ca. 1910. By its incorporation in 1910, the community had a population of 312. New
streets were developed including Crescent Street and Whiting Avenue. Again these came off of
surrounding farms and followed long established farm lanes, as is still evidenced by their narrow
width. The houses from the late 19™ century were largely vernacular and conformed to the I-
house, gable-end, and cross-gable forms popular in the region during this era. These are found
scattered throughout the town, especially along W. and E. Crescent Street, with the few larger,
more architecturally sophisticated dwellings situated along Main Street.

A typical example of a turn-of-the-century I-house in the district is 6 Whiting Avenue (172-0001-
0016). This extremely well-preserved, 2-story, 3-bay, stuccoed frame dwelling sits on a stone
foundation, and has 2/2-sash windows, an interior-end chimney and gable-end returns (Photo 8).
The house at 2 W. Main (172-0001-0069) is a 2-story, 2-bay, vernacular frame dwelling of the
same period but features a fine 3-bay Victorian porch with turned posts and railing and scrolled
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arches and brackets (Photo 9).

Some of the larger dwellings from this time period include the house at 102 E. Main Street (172-
0001-0047), a 2-story, hip-roofed, stuccoed dwelling, that was the home of John W. Sprint who
ran a store and hotel in town. The large 2-story, hip-roofed house at 16 E. Main Street (172-
0001-0046) was constructed by George Burwell Harrison, a bachelor who came from a locally
prominent family. The house, now used as apartments, features an inset porch, overhanging
eaves, and a front door with a transom and sidelights. Another large dwelling of the period is 32
Old Chapel Avenue (172-0001-0097), which was home to the Strode family during the early 20"

century,

The house at 8 E. Main Street (172-0001-0043) is the town’s best example of the Queen Anne
style (Photo 10). Constructed around 1900, the 1 “4-story frame house is clad in weatherboard
siding and features a projecting angled bay with a Y2-story overhang, a decorative bargeboard in
the front and side gables, a 2-bay integral porch with turned posts and balusters, some Queen
Anne-sash-style windows, and a gable-roofed dormer with a segmental-arched window. It is
remarkably well-preserved and a true landmark in the town.

The other example of the Queen Anne style in Boyce is located further east at 11 E. Main Street
(172-0001-0053) and is much more subdued in decoration. The 2 Y2-story, 2-bay, frame dwelling
combines elements of the Queen Anne style with those from the American Renaijssance style
(Photo 11). Constructed around 1910, the house features a hipped roof, a front gable with
decorative attic window, a large Queen Anne-sash window on the first floor, and a 2-bay front
porch with Modern Ionic columns. The small commercial building in the front corner yard of the
house (172-0001-0052) was moved to its current site from elsewhere on the property and was
used to sell baked goods. It features a bracketed cornice above the storefront and wood shingle in
the “z-story front gable end.

West Main Street, which was the original Winchester-Berry’s Ferry Turnpike, also contains some
buildings from the turn-of-the-century. Although a few commercial buildings exist, such as § W.
Main (172-0001-0071), the majority are dwellings. Some of these include: 12 W. Main (172-
0001-0072), a 1 %-story vernacular gable-end form; 14 W. Main (172-0001-0083), a 3-bay side-
passage form; 105 W. Main (172-0001-0081), a modified I-house; and 115 W. Main (172-0001-
0083), a 2-story, 3-bay, gable-roofed dwelling with an enclosed front porch. The house at 121 W.
Main Street (172-0001-0086) is a fairly architecturally sophisticated late-19"-century I-house
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with interior brick flues, a central front gable, a 2-light transom and sidelights, a projecting bay
on the east side, and 1-bay portico with paired Tuscan columns. Another of the town’s early
houses is 125 W. Main Street (172-0001-0087). The 2-story, cross-gable-roofed dwelling reflects
turn-of-the-century modifications although the core of the house may date to the mid-19™ century
(Photo 12). Located almost directly across from Abbyville, the house is the only one in the
Boycg Historic District that is clad in wood shingle siding, a feature suggestive of the Shingle
style.

Construction in all parts of town continued in the early 20" century. The large store at 17 E.
Main Street (172-0001-0055), historically known as Simpson’s Store and later Boyce Grocery, is
a 2-story, 3-bay, frame building with a fagade clad in pressed tin simulating ashlar stone.
Recently remodeled to resemble a Venetian palace, the building still retains many of its
character-defining features including the front parapet with heavily denticulated cornice. The
second floor of the building, now used as offices, once housed the town’s movie theater.

One of the most notable early-20th-century buildings in the district is the former Boyce Bank
(172-0001-0058) (Photo 13). A 1-story, 3-bay, Greek-temple form, the Classical Revival-style
brick building features a scroll bracketed door hood with transom, round-arched windows, and a
3-bay pedimented portico with Modern Ionic columns. Although now used as the Town Hall, the
building still contains its exterior metal burglar alarm, barred windows, and interior safes. The
small, gem-like Classical temple, constructed in 1908, lends a high-style character to E. Main
Street. - -

At about the same time as the opening of the bank, a public high school was established in
Boyce. Located along the north side of W. Main Street (outside of the district boundaries) the 2-
story brick building opened on October 12, 1908, and has since been demolished. The only
structure that survives from that era is a 1921, one-story, hip-roofed frame building that was built
to house the agriculture and home economics curricula. Located at 101 W. Main Street (172-
0001-0079), the well-preserved building was used as classrooms until the 1940s and is now used
as a duplex.

Newspaper accounts of the period show that business in Boyce was “booming” by the end of the
first decade of the 1900s. A proposal to incorporate the community was approved by the General
Assembly on November 28, 1910. A survey made of its corporate limits, which included 232
acres, shows that much of the land in town came off of the surrounding farms of Kentmere
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(originally part of Pleasant Hill), Saratoga, Huntingdon, Abbyville, and Roseville.* The plat also
shows the large stockyards that were once located along Roseville Run between US Route 340
and the railroad tracks.

The town’s train station was to be upgraded by the railroad in the 1910s. According to
newspaper accounts, the citizens of Boyce were not pleased with the plans submitted by the
railway company. They wanted a larger and more ornate building, and were willing to help pay
for part of the construction costs. The station that was built in 1913 was in fact a very large and
ornate structure when compared to the other stations in the county, even the one in Berryville.
The 1-story, rectangular building (172-0001-0061) measures roughly 135 feet in length and
features a hipped roof of standing-seam metal, multiple hip-roofed dormers, deeply overhanging
eaves with beaded tongue-and-groove ceiling material and wooden brackets, multi-light
windows, and multiple door openings (Photo 14). The interior at one time contained 11 rooms
including separate restrooms for black citizens, a large waiting room, telegraph office, records
room, and freight room. The Clarke Courier described the building shortly after it opened and
expressed the sentiments of the citizens:

“:..water is now piped to the magnificent railroad station. The
handsome railroad station of tile and concrete construction with its
400 feet of trains shed, and 540 feet of concrete platform, with its 3
acres of grounds and tracks, is a noble response by the officials of
the railway to the requests of our people and furnishes ample
railroad facilities.”

Located just off the east side of the railroad tracks off the south side of E. Main Street, the former
train station is in need of rehabilitation. It is one of the most architecturally significant buildings
in the district and represents the impact of the railroad on the creation of Boyce.

The 1910s saw the construction of three churches in Boyce. The first was Mount Zion Baptist
Church (172-0001-0032), built in 1910 to serve an African-American congregation. The
stuccoed building has pointed-arched windows and a central projecting entrance bay/bell tower
with open belfry.

Boyce United Methodist Church was constructed in 1916 (172-0001-0091). Located at the
junction of E. Crescent Street and Old Chapel Avenue, the cross-gable-roofed, stuccoed church is
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an excellent example of the Gothic Revival style (Photo 15). It has an asymmetrical square
entrance and bell tower topped with corner towers and an open belfry, pointed-arched stained-
glass windows, a slate roof, overhanging eaves with corner brackets, and diamond-shaped
wooden shingles in the gable ends.

Emmanuel Chapel Episcopal Church (172-0001-0076) on W. Main Street was also constructed
in 1916 and is another example of the Gothic Revival style (Photo 16). The gable-end stone
church has a small gable-roofed entry vestibule, triple lancet windows, and an open stone belfty.
While the date stone on the church indicates a 1916 construction date, the large parish hall
attached to the east was constructed about a decade later. It is also of stone construction and
follows the same architectural style as the church. This large building, which was constructed
after a 1919 fire destroyed the original wooden parish hall, contains an auditorium and a bowling
alley and was for many years considered the Boyce Community Center.

The 1919 fire that destroyed the original Episcopal parish hall also destroyed five adjacent
buildings at the southwest corner of the intersection of S. Greenway Avenue and W. Main Street.
In 1923, the Boyce Baptist Church at 7 W. Main Street (172-0001-0075) was built on the site of
the Hotel Boyce, one of the buildings destroyed by the fire. The Classical Revival-style brick
church has a gable roof with a central crossing with an octagonal peak, round-arched stained-
glass windows, and a three-bay pedimented portico with Tuscan columns.

Residential construction in Boyce slowed in the second quarter of the 20™ century. The
population between 1920 and 1940 only grew by 41 persons, a slowdown in growth that is
reflected in the architecture of the period: Thirteen resources in the district date to the 1920s,
two to the 1930s, and three to the 1940s. As with earlier buildings, most are modest, vernacular
forms with limited exterior decoration. The houses at 11 W. Main (172-0001-0077) and 15 W.
Main (172-0001-0078) are similar in configuration and are examples of 2-story, cross-gable-
roofed frame dwellings with pedimented gable ends with pent roofs. Constructed ca. 1910, they
represent some of the larger dwellings constructed in Boyce during the early 20" century and
demonstrate holdover design elements of the Queen Anne style. One example of 2 modified
American Foursquare, 19 E. Main Street (172-0001-0056), was identified in the district.

Later dwellings were more modest and were often only 1 Y stories in height. The bungalow form
with Craftsman-style detailing was popular during the late 1910s and 1920s. Examples in Boyce
have overhanging eaves, dormers, and full-width porches. The 1-story house at 26 Old Chapel
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Avenue (172-0001-0095) features wooden square shingles with fishscale edging in the gable end,
exposed rafter ends, decorative purlin ends, weatherboard siding and a 3-bay integral front porch
with round stuccoed columns on rusticated concrete block piers (Photo 17). It is a fine example
of an extremely well-preserved bungalow.

The largest Craftsman-style dwelling in the district is located at 18 S. Greenway (172-0001-
0022), and may be an example of a mail-order house. Built on a hill above the grade of the road,
the 1 “2-story bungalow sits on a formed concrete block foundation and has a cross gable roof
with overhanging eaves, projecting bay windows, multi-light windows, and a full-width porch
with battered posts on stucco piers (Photo 18).

The house at 129 W. Main Street (172-0001-0088) is another fine example of a Craftsman-style
house but with a Colonial Revival-style porch (Photo 19). Constructed ca. 1920, it has a gable
roof with a large shed-roofed dormer, overhanging eaves with knee brackets, and a large brick
chimney. It closely resembles a Sears mail-order house called “The Savoy.”® The Colonial
Revival was apparently not as popular as other styles of the early 20™ century in Boyce. Its use
was generally limited to porch detailing.

A more modest bungalow is at 102 W. Main Street (172-0001-0074), a gable-end example with a
3-bay porch with battered columns on brick piers. Several small bungalows also exist on Virginia
Avenue, and were all built by the Lanham family. These include 11, 13, and 17 Virginia Avenue
(172-0001-0111, 0112, and 0114). Almost identical, all are 1-story, gable-end buildings clad in
German-lap siding with full-width front porches with Tuscan columns as supports (Photo 20).

The railroad was not the only means of transportation that had an impact on Boyce. Two
important roads in town were the Winchester-Berry’s Ferry Turnpike and the White Post-
Berryville Road. Early on, the town had blacksmith shops, coach and wagon makers, saddlers,
and livery stables where one could rent a horse and carriage. One of these large livery stables, a
gambrel-roofed frame barn on Old Chapel Avenue (172-0001-0089) still survives. As
automobiles became the preferred method of transportation, gasoline stations opened in town.
Although abandoned, two of these are located in the district along the north side of E. Main
Street (172-0001-0041, and 0042). One operated as a Texaco station while the other, at 6 E. Main
Street was a Guif station (172-0001-0042). The small 1-story, hip-roofed, stuccoed building is
typical of gas stations of that era (Photo 21).




































































































































