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New Cast le  l i e s  i n  t h e  Craig Creek Valley a t  t h e  confluence of Craig 
and John's Creeks secluded i n  the  mountains of western Virg in ia .  Many of 
t h e  bui ld ings ,  both commercial and r e s i d e n t i a 1 , d a t e  from t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  
century ,  and these  se rve  as  both a b u f f e r  and a f o i l  t o  the  c e n t r a l  core ,  o r  
h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  

The f o c a l  poin t  of New Cast le  d i s t r i c t  i s  Craig County Courthouse, 
loca ted  i n  a shady yard a t  t he  corner  of Court and ?.lain s t r e e t s .  The courz-  

I 
house is  a temple- fom s t r u c t u r e  wi th  shallow gable  roof ,  a two-story t e t r n -  
s t y l e  Creek Doric p o r t i c o  and ~iooden hexagonal cupola.  Low two-story wings 
frame the  b u i l d i n g ' s  c e n t r a l  por t ion .  T h e r e d b r i c k  wa l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  regula: 
:+lcmish bond on t h e  facade and the  n o r t h  wing, w i t h  f ive-course  American bonc 
on the  l e s s  publ ic  s i d e s .  Queen c l o s e r s  a r e  mployed a t  t he  s a l i e n t  co rne r s .  
Two Doric p i l a s t e r s  f l a n k  t h e  maia sec t ion ,  and a simple Doric e n t a b l a t u r e  
i s  employed on both  wings and c e n t r a l  blocli. The f i r s t  and second l e v e l  
windows on t h e  facade a r e  un i t ed  i n  a s i n g l e  composition hy t h e  use  of a ~n 

connecting panel  and surrounding synmetr ica l ly  molded t r i m  wi th  corner  blocks.. ,,-, 
Other r.7indor.l~ a r e  double-lung and have e i g h t  -over-eight sash .  The doonuay , rn 
bear ing  some Asher Benjamin inf luences ,  c o n s i s t s  of a Doric e n t a b l a t u r e ,  
supported by two p i l a s t e r s ,  each with an engaged half-round i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  - 
~ r a x n n g  double doors. The doors have l a r g e  r ec tangu la r  g l a s s  panes, which I s  . Z 
probably a r e  l a t e r  add i t ions .  Above is a diaaond panel  in s read  of a transom. 
A smal ler  diamond panel fonns p a r t  of t h e  blocking course above t h e  entabla ture4  

The courtroom is on t h e  second f l o o r  o? t h e  bu i ld ing  wi th  t h e  Jcdge 's  
bcnct~  loca ted  over  the  f r o n t  entrance.  Rectangular panels  ornament t h e  bench ;J 

and the windows have symmetrical t r im.  The room i s  entered  from t h e  nor th-  C 

west hy a s t a i n . r e l 1  opening i n t o  the  room. The turned b a l u s t e r s  around t h e  n 
s t a i r r ~ e l l  bea r  t h e  reputed s a b e r  s l a s h e s  of the  Federa l  s o l d i e r s .  --I 

Northwest of t h e  courthouse i s  t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  house and o l d  j a i l .  The - 
n e a r l y  square three-bay bu i ld ing  has b r i c k  wal ls  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond w i t h  
queen c l o s e r s  a t  t h e  co rne r s  of t h e  n o r t h e a s t  facade.  Seven-course 
i s  used on t h e  remaining s i d e s .  The shal low hipped roof i s  surrounded by a I 

w o o d e ~ ~  box co rn ice  and a stuc-oed f r i e z e .  ?he double-hung windows have s i x -  

i oT'er-six sash  and a r e  e n c i r c l e d  hy p l a i n  trim with  corner  b locks .  Several  
pc=.iss of t h e  wooden louvered s h u t t e r s  remain on the  bdi ld ing .  I r o n  b s r s  
lo r=  a c ross  p a t t e r n  i n  ~rindows on the  upper f l o o r ,  which orice housed t h e  
j a i l .  The doorway c o n s i s t s  o f  p l a i n  t r im  with corner  blocks surrounding a 
r ec tangu la r  transom and simple door. A l a t e r  shed roof porch s h e l t e r s  t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r .  A small  c i n d e r  block a d d i t i o n  adjo ins  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  
on t h e  northwest ,  and a modern b r i c k  j a i l  b u i l d i n g  s t ands  j u s t  sou theas t  of 
t h e  house. 

The t h r e e - s t o r y  Cent ra l  Hotel is  ac ross  Court S t r e e t ,  n o r t h  o f  the  
courthouse. The bu i ld ing  is  e l l - shaped,  and aeasu res  f o r t y  f e e t  ac ross  t h e  
sou theas t  f r o n t  and f i f t y  f e e t  across  the  e l l  t o  t h e  northwest.  The five-ba:ri 
e l l  is a l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  a s  i s  the  t h i r d  s t o r y .  The lower two s t o r i e s  of t h e  
fron2 s e c t i o a  a r e  Flemish bond, t h e  upper s t o r y  i s  seven-course Ainerican 
bond. The w a l l s  of t h e  e l l  a r e  l a i d  i n  i r r e g d l a r  American bond. The window 
a r e  double-hung wi th  varying  sash  of s ix -over - s ix  and ea r ly -buen t i e th -c in tu r  
two-over-two sash.  The windows and doors a r e  surrounded by p l a i n  t r i m  wi th  
corner  b locks .  The lower windows on t h e  main s e c t i o n  have molded s i l l s ;  t h e  
remaining s i l l s  a r e  square.  The doorways have r ec tangu la r  transoms; some of i t h e  doors a r e  paneled, o t h e r s  have g l a s s  l i g h t s .  A two-story shed porch run? 
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i T A T E M E N T  O F  S r C N I F I C A N C E  

The Craig County Courthouse and adjacent buildings form an unusually 
complete ante-bellum cocnty sea t  complex fo r  western Virginia. Surviving 
i n  a  picturesque grouping,are an impressive Greek Revival courthouse, sherii if 's  
house and hote l .  Completing the scene are  two late-nineteenth century 
s t ructures ,  the  Layman Insurance Agency and the F i r s t  National Bank. 

The courthouse, the s h e r i f f ' s  house and the hotel  were a l l  begun i n  
1851 when New Castle became the county sea t  of Craig County. The three- 
par t  courthouse, one of Virginia 's  distinguished group of Greek Revival 
court buildings,  is modelled on the Botetourt County Courthouse i n  
Fincast le ,  (burned, 1970) which was regarded as  one of the  f i n e s t  i n  the  
area. The Craig County Courthouse i s  complimented by the contemporary hote:. 
and the s h e r i f f ' s  house, a l l  of which are Eaced i n  f i ne  Flemish-bond brickwork. 

As was of ten the case i n  western Virginia,  the group of court  re la ted 
buildings a t t r ac t ed  enterpr ise  and became the nucleus of a  commercial cente.' 
f o r  the county. The associat ion of loca l  govermnent with a  tavern, now the 
ho te l ,  i s  typ ica l  of Virginia court towns, where c i t i zens  had t o  t r ave l  sub- 
s t a n t i a l  distances t o  reach the county s e a t ,  The late-nineteenth century 
banlc and insurance buildings indicate  the  growth of business a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
New Castle. The cont inui ty  of material  and sca le  i n  the s t ruc tures  within 
the d i s t r i c t  l i nk  the several  s ty l e s  and achieve a  sa t i s fy ing  v isua l  harmon . 

New Castle became the county sea t  of Craig County when i t  was formed 
i n  1851 from Botetourt ,  Giles, Monroe, and Roanoke Counties. The new count 

from Roanoke County. N e w  Castle, o r ig ina l ly  cal led New Fincast le ,  was 

f 
was named f o r  Robert Craig, :+ember of the Virginia General Assembly, 1850-52, 

established by Governor Dinwiddie i n  1756 as a  f o r t  fo r  protection against 
marauding Indians on the f ron t i e r  during the French and Indian War. Confusion 
arose between i t s  name and Fincast le  i n  nearby Botetourt County, hence the 
name was simplified t o  Xew Castle. 

Curing the War Between the States  both General Averell and General 
Hunter stopped i n  New Castle during t h e i r  ra ids  on the Valley and western 
Virginia. New Castle did not suf fe r  great ly  i n  these ra ids ,  but t r ad i t i on  
s t a t e s  tha t  the  courthouse suffered depredations i n  the  form of soldiers '  
saber cuts i n  the courtroom balustrade. 

New Castle continued t o  grow a f t e r  the war, as evidenced by the numbr:r 
of buildings from the  late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries.  The 
town was incorporated i n  1890 and is today the major comunity  of an essent:.ally 
ru ra l  county. 










