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1. Name of Property

historic name _New Castle Historic District (Boundary Increase)

other namesfsite number VDHR File #268-16

2. Location

Boyd,Broad,Court,Main, Market, Middle,Race, and Walnut streetg; State routes
street & number s Mg ive; [ not for publication N/A

O vicinity N/A

city or town New Castle

state Virginia code _VA county _Craig code 045  zip code 24127

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the dasignated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amendad, | hereby certify that this (3 nomination

[ request for determination of efigibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
‘ E‘j meats (] does not meet the National Reqgister criteria. | recommend that this propenty be considered significant
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4. National Park Service Certification
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[J see continuation sheet.

 determined not eligible for the
National Register.

] removed from the National
Ragister.
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New Castle Histaric District (Boandary Increase)
Name of Property

Crmig Conty, Virgini

County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box} {Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
X private 0] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
@ public-local & district 106 -
OJ public-State ] site buildings
] public-Federal O structure 2 sites
1 object
structures
] objects
100 18 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “"N/A" it property ts not part of a muitiple propenrty listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A 5 huildings
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions se omtination geets Current Functions see ontinuation sheets

(Enter categories from instructions)

(Enter categories from instructions)

7. Description

Architectural Classification see contiruation sheets

(Enter categories from instructions)

Narrative Description

Materials see oontiruation sheets
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation

walls

roof

other

{Describe the historic and current condition of the property cn one ar more continuation sheets.)

e antinytion sheets



HPE Form 10-000-a
Le.}

United States Department of the Interior

Natlonal Park Service

Natlonal Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

New Castle Historic bDistrict (Boundary Increase)

OMS Approvel No. 10240018

Sectionnumber _s  Page _1_ New castle, Craig County, Virginia

6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historiec Functions

DOMESTIC:
single dwelling
multiple dwelling
seccndary structure
hotel

COMMERCE/TRADE:
business
professional
financial institution
specialty store
department store
restaurant
warehouse

SOCIAL:
meeting hall

GOVERNMENT:
correctional facility
government office
post office
courthouse

RELIGION:
religious facility
church-related residence

RECREATION AND CULTURE:
sports facility
monument/marker

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE:
agricultural field
animal facility
horticultural facility
agricultural outbuilding

INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION:

manufacturing facility
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Function or Use (continued)

waterworks

HEALTH CARE:

medical business/office

DEFENSE:
military facility

LANDSCAPE:
plaza

TRANSPORTATION:
rail-related

Current Functions

DOMESTIC:
single dwelling
secondary structure

COMMERCE/TRADE:
business
professional

financial institution

specialty store
department store
restaurant

SOCIAL:
meeting hall
civic

GOVERNMENT:
city hall
fire station
government office
post office
courthouse



HEB Form 16.000-0 OME Agprovel Ne. 10240018

United States Departmeant of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

New Castle Historic District (Boundary Increase)
Section number _s____ Page._3 __ New castle, Craig County, Virginia

Function or Use (continued)

RELIGION:
religious facility
church-related residence

FUNERARY:
mortuary

RECREATION AND CULTURE:
museum
monument/marker

LANDSCAPE:

plaza
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7. DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification

NO STYLE
MID-19TH CENTURY:
Greek Revival
LATE VICTORIAN:
Italianate
Queen Anne
Stick/Eastlake
LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS:
Beaux Arts
Colonial Revival
Classical Revival
LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS:
Bungalow/Craftsman
OTHER:
I-House

Materials

FOUNDATION: Wood
Brick
Stone
Concrete

WALLS: Wood: weatherbcard
shingle
plywood

Brick
Metal
Stucco
Asphalt
Asbestos
Synthetics

ROOF: Metal (tin)
Asphalt
Synthetics

QTHER: Wood
Brick



New Castle Historic District (Boxxdary Incresse)

~ame o1 Property

County ana State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

Mark "x " n one or more pexes for the cntena gualifying the property
or Nationalr Register nsting.)

X A Property 1s associated with events that have made
a significant contribution o the broad patterns of
our nistory.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant 1n our past.
x C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type. period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components fack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded. or is likely to yield,
‘Nformation '1mportant in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
Mark “x" in all the poxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

_ B removed from its original location.
_ € a birthplace cr grave.
_ D a cemetery.

_ E a reconstructed buiiding, object. or structure.

— F a commemcrative property.

— G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

[Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

‘Areas of Significance
(Enter calegories from instructions)

Ar Comerca

Coverrment/Politics

Transportation

C:  Ardritectime

Period of Significance
1818 - 1940

Significant Dates
1818; 183%4; 1851; 1890

Significant Person
{Compilete if Critenion B is markea above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Barber, Georpe F.; Smuith, Scauyier W.; Woods, Matthew
E.; Firebagh, Gratt; Lamb, Moses

see continmtim shests

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography see contination sheets

(Cite the books. articles. and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
! preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
gl previously listed in the National Register
L1 previously determined efigible by the National

Regqister
_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

(] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office
(1 Other State agency
T Federat agency
U] Local government
[J University
(1 Other

Name of repository:




New Castle Histaric District (Boudary frerense) Craig Conty, Virpinia
Name of Property County and State

10. _Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _appruximately /0 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.}

1 1 7 i ’ ‘ ' ‘ 3 i ‘ F | H H '
Zane _Easting . Narthing Zone . Easting Northing
217/ lslzgls 0ol l4nls1l10.0 s 117l 15'78[300] l1ls 001100
X See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

see omtination sheets
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) see oontingtion Seets

11. Form Prepared By

nametftitie Dx. Jan B, Kem, Directar/His torian; ad leslie A, Giles, Architechaal Historian

Virginia Department of Histaric Resources

organization _ Roandke Regiaml Preservation Office date __ Ol Novarber 1992
street & number 1030 Permar Avenye, SE tetephone (703) 857-7°85
city or town Rearcke state __Virginia zipcode _ 240013

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the compieted form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location,

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPQO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the reguest of SHPQ or FPO,)

see attached list of property owers ard adjaoent property owers

name

street & number telephone

state zip code

city or town

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being cotlected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
propenies for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act. as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 st seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503,
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Stone
Metal
Concrete

Narrative Description

Summary Description

The New Castle Historic District is located in the town of New
Castle, in Craig County, Virginia. The original boundaries of the
New Castle Historic District (listed in the Virginia Landmarks
Register 18 September 1973 and in the National Register of Historic
Places 09 November 1973) encompassed six properties (but described
only five of them), including the Craig County Courthouse, the
Sheriff's Office/Jail, the Central Hotel, and three adjacent
commercial buildings. The expanded New Castle Historic District
includes the rest of the intact commercial area along Main Street,
plus the contiguous residential neighborhoods along Main, Walnut,
Middle, Ccourt, Boyd, and Market streets, Route 311 (Salem Avenue),
and Mitchell Drive. fThe historic architectural resources within
the district's expanded boundaries include much of the early-
nineteenth-century town grid plan, mid-nineteenth-century domestic
and government-related buildings, and late-nineteenth- through
early-twentieth-century commercial, recreational, social,
religious, and domestic buildings. O©Of the 132 resources in the
expanded New Castle Historic District, 114 (more than 86%) are
contributing resources, while only 18 (less than 14%) are non-
contributing resources.

Town Planning

In October 1818, William Anderson platted the town of New Castle,
southwest of the confluence of Johns Creek and Craig Creek. The
original rectangular grid pattern, with forty-eight numbered lots
of one-quarter acre each (82-1/2' wide by 132' long), featured four
completed blocks of eight lots, with four additional half-blocks of
four lots each. A mill race for Moyer's [Myars'] Mill defined the
northeast side of the newly platted town; it remains an important
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Description (continued)

feature in the town and defines one edge of the district. The
principal streets in New Castle took their original names from
natural features of the area: a road from the southwest, which
connected with the Sinking Creek drainage, became Sinking Creek
Street (present-day Main Street); New Castle's primary intersection
was the crossing of Sinking Creek and Johns Creek (now Court)
streets. Two additional streets, Market and Walnut, completed the
original town grid, which remains the nucleus of the town.

By 1833, the Cumberland Gap Road, a major turnpike through
Southwest Virginia, had been surveyed to run through New Castle
along Sinking Creek Street. The resulting increase in traffic
through New Castle undoubtedly raised its commercial prospects and
led to the town's first expansion. An enlarged town plan,
authorized by the Virginia General Assembly in 1834, retained the
original rectangular grid scheme and extended the pattern to the
southwest and southeast. An 1834 map of New Castle illustrates the
relationship of the original town plat to the proposed addition,
which brought the total number of quarter-acre lots to 112 and
added Middle and Broad streets to the plat. An exception to the
strict grid-pattern rule occurred in the placement of lots 57
through 77. Those twenty-one lots were placed along a
southeasterly extension of Johns Creek Street; at present, the town
plan no longer reflects their layout.

In 1851, the formation of Craig County led to the selection of New
Castle as the county seat, further contributing to the growth of
the town. An appropriate location for the new public buildings,
which were to include a courthouse and a sheriff's house/jail, was
selected at the primary intersection in town, that of Sinking Creek
and Johns Creek streets. Subsequently, Johns Creek Street was
renamed "Court Street," in honor of the function of its primary
building, and Sinking Creek Street was renamed "Main Street," in
recognition of its role as the commercial center of New Castle.

In 1873, the town of New Castle was incorporated. A map of the
town, drawn in 1890 by surveyor W. M. Echols, revealed its
boundaries at that time. Additional quarter-acre 1lots, which
numbered 113 through 121, extended the developed area of Main
Street southwest of Commerce Street (later Route 311/Salem Avenue),
along Cumberland Avenue (later Route 42). The twenty-one lots that
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had been drawn along a southeastern extension of Court Street in
earlier maps were eliminated from the 1890 map, and lots 75, 76,
and 77 were redrawn Iin a different location, adjoining the
northwest side of lots 78, 79, 80, 81, and 82. The 1890 town
boundaries also included several outlying properties that were not
divided into regular town lots; their owners included Paris Van
Buren Jones, G. C. Huffman, J. P. Martin, and J. W. McCartney.

The basic grid plans of the original town and most of its early
expansions have remained virtually intact to the present, excepting
the subdivision of lots along Main Street for increased commercial

density. The Bank Square Subdivision, which included seven
original town lots (out of an eight-lot block), was platted by 1890
under the auspices of the Bank of New Castle. Lot 1 of the

subdivision was designated as the site of the Bank of New Castle,
while lot 4 served as the site of the law offices of Paris Van
Buren Jones. The remaining Bank Square Subdivision lots along Main
Street were devoted to commercial store buildings constructed
between 1890 and 1920.

Early Architecture

The earliest documentary records available cite the presence of
some twenty buildings in New Castle by 1834; by 1836 the range of
property types included a tavern, stores, a flour mill, an iron
foundry, a tanyard, an academy, a church, and houses. 0f these
early buildings in New Castle, it appears that only the tavern
survives. The tavern, assessed for $600 in 1834, 1s probably the
core of the building now known as the Central Hotel. A substantial
tavern building, recorded on lot 21 (the northern corner of the
intersection of Main and Court streets), was consistently valued at
about $600 from 1840 through the early 1850s. Between 1854 and
1855, the value of the building on lot 21 jumped to $2000, an
indication that it had more than tripled in size. The brick
building's present appearance corroborates this historical evidence
of expansion. Physical evidence on the building's exterior
indicates that it was originally only two stories high and four
bays wide, with two entrances on Main Street, a gable roof, and end
chimneys. Fortuitously located across the street from the site of
Craig County's new courthouse, the tavern's proprietors were well
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situated for a timely expansion of their building. The 1854-1855
additions included a full third story over the original two-story
portion, a hipped roof with deep overhanging cornice, a large
three-story brick ell that extended northwest along Court Street,
and a wraparound double-tier porch.

At present, the hotel remains substantially unchanged from its
1854-1855 appearance, on both the exterior and the interior. The
chimneys have been blocked up, but they retain their original
mantelpieces, which are of simplified Federal (1830s tavern rooms)
and Greek Revival (1850s addition) designs featuring classically
proportioned pilasters. Many rooms have their original plaster
finishes, with beaded baseboards, chair-rails, and door and window
surrounds; other unusual features, such as tongue-and-groove
partitions between the hotel rooms, early polychrome-painted panel
doors, and a built-in cabinet in the large first-floor dining room,
also remain virtually intact.

As previously mentioned, perhaps the greatest impetus for adding on
to the tavern was the construction, just across the street on lots
20 and 12 (bounded on the northeast by Court Street and bounded on
the southeast by Main Street), of public buildings for newly formed
Craig County. Drawn by Scuyler W, Smith, plans for a courthouse
and a sheriff's office/jail were completed by July 1851. Modelled
after the Botetourt County Courthouse in nearby Fincastle, the
Craig County Courthouse was constructed by Stokes Pusey & Co. of
Roanocke County over the next twelve months. The tripartite
composition features a two-story main section with Doric tetrastyle
portico, surmounted by an octagonal cupola and housing an entry
hall, staircase, and second-floor courtroom; lower wings flank the
central portion, sheltering offices on the first level and
courtroom-accessible chambers for the judge and jury on the second
level. Constructed of Flemish bond brick on the prominent
northeast and southeast facades, the courthouse is embellished with
Greek Revival stylistic elements such as a pedimented temple front
with full entablature and unfluted Doric columns, and a central
entry with a pattern-book-derived, pedimented door surround.

The two-story sheriff's office/jail, adjacent to the courthouse,
was apparently constructed at the same time (1851-1852), by the
same builders. Although a much simpler building in form, the
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sheriff's officef/jail also utilizes Flemish-bond brick on its
prominent facades, has a deeply molded cornice and wide
friezeboard, and features simplified Greek Revival door and window
surrounds. The building originally functioned as the sheriff's
office and residence on the first floor, with the jail relegated to
the second floor. The exterior remains in nearly original
condition, although the one-story, full-length front porch has been

removed.

The district's only other surviving building types that apparently
date from the early- and mid-nineteenth century periods are a few
residences situated on original town lots. These early dwellings
were usually one-, one-and-one-half-, or two-story buildings
constructed of logs or heavy timber frames. They typically had
hall-parlor, single-cell, or double-cell plans, were heated by
large stone or brick end chimneys, and often had attached workshops
or retail stores that employed the dwellings' occupants. In most
cases, these dwellings have been added to over the years, such that
their original exteriors are obscured. The Givens-McCartney House,
located on town lots 45 and 46 at the eastern corner of Court and
Walnut streets, is a two-story, three-bay log dwelling with hall-
parlor plan, brick end chimney, and six-over-six sash windows.
Local tradition holds that the log house was built in 1837; the
1850 Land Book (Botetourt County) valued it at $250, when it was
owned by Madison Givens. T. B. McCartney added a two-story frame
ell to the northeast side of the house in the late nineteenth
century; the addition exhibits Greek Revival detailing, including
a secondary entrance with transom and sidelights.

Another early dwelling that survives within the district is the
Caldwell-Berger-Lamb House (VDHR #268-16-22), a mid-nineteenth
century single-cell frame building with a massive stone end
chimney, beaded ceiling joists, and some original panel doors.
Constructed by 1852, when it was owned by area farmer Clayton
Caldwell and valued at $170, the house has a late-nineteenth- or
early-twentieth-century frame addition on its southwest side,
creating a double-cell form with the stone chimney between the two
rooms. Another addition, on the northeast side of the original
building, appears to have been an attached workshop; probably
dating to the early twentieth century, when Charles E. Berger (a
carriage and wagon maker) owned the property, it retains a separate
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exterior entrance. Although presently sheathed in bricktex siding,
the Caldwell-Berger-Lamb House retains its historic form and
detailing and illustrates a rare surviving example of a once-common
building type (a combination workshop and dwelling).

Several examples of another type of dwelling, the Greek-Revival-
detailed I-house, survive within the district. Dating from the
1870s and 1880s, these houses are typically two stories high and
three bays wide, with brick end chimneys, a double-tier pedimented
front porch or portico, six-over-six large-paned sash windows, and
a central entry with transom and sidelights. One such building
remaining in the district is the Givens House (VDHR #268-16-21).
Moved in the 1920s from its original location on the hillside just
west of the present site, the building nonetheless retains a high
degree of integrity, including its original sawnwork balustrade,
square columns with molded capitals, and weatherboard siding.

Another house from the period, known locally as "Locust Hill" or
"Idlewood," (VDHR #268-16-37 and #268-3) remains in its original
location, on Main Street west of Route 311. The I-house portion of
this dwelling dates to the 1870s, when J. P. Martin owned the
property; its original portico was replaced at the turn of the
century by a one-story Eastlake-~style porch with elaborate turned
and sawn woodwork, and small one-story wings now abut the gable
ends, but otherwise its I-house form is virtually unaltered.
Original interior woodwork, including several period mantelpieces,
also survives; some woodwork even retains early marbling and
graining. An earlier mortise-and-tenon framed structure,
apparently within the present-day rear ell, presumably dates to
saddler A. J. Minnich's mid-nineteenth-century ownership of the

property.

LATE-NINETEENTH-CENTURY URBAN PILANNING

The late nineteenth century brought an unprecedented period of
growth to New Castle, due primarily to the efforts of various real
estate speculators in and around the Craig County seat. An 1890
plat of New Castle depicts the layout of streets, blocks, and lots
proposed by five development companies: the New Castle Land and
Improvement Company (111 blocks, located south and west of the old
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town plat), the Junction Land and Improvement Company (nine blocks
plus the depot and industrial sites, located between the C&O
Railrocad tracks and Craig's Creek), the Craig City Improvement
Company (88 blocks north of Johns Creek and northwest of the C&0
Railroad tracks), the West Salem Land Company (101 blocks east of
the old town plat and south of Craig's Creek), and the West End
{Land Company] (16 blocks west of the old town plat, along the road
to Paint Bank). 1In all, more than 325 new blocks were platted.

The three larger speculative real estate developments -- New Castle
Land and Improvement Company, Craig City Improvement Company, and
West Salem Land Company =-- included commercial, industrial/
manufacturing, and residential sites; at least two resort-type
hotels also were planned and built to attract visitors and
potential buyers. Open spaces, designed in the form of landscaped
parks with informal paths and meandering carriage drives, were
important features of the plans; they would provide relief from the
dense urban environment envisioned by the speculators. Few of
these ambitious expansion schemes actually came to fruition,
though. Most of the 325 blocks were never developed; for those
areas that did develop, the architectural resources either have
been demolished, have lost their integrity, or have become
discontiguous to the district due to modern infill.

LATE NINETEENTH- AND EARLY-TWENTIETH-CENTURY COMMERCIAL

ARCHITECTURE

The Bank Square Subdivision, platted in 1890 and filed with the
Craig County Circuit Court in 1910, divided seven adjoining
gquarter-acre lots (25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, and 35) into twenty-two
smaller lots, each 22' x 124'. Lot 1, which was 49' x 124' and
situated at the southern corner of Main and Court streets, was
reserved for the Bank of New Castle. This Italianate-style bank,
probably the earliest extant building in the subdivision, is a two-
story, freestanding, brick commercial building with a substantial
metal cornice, segmental-arched door and window openings, and
corbelled brickwork. Built before 1900, when it was valued at
$1000, the Bank of New Castle's design evidently inspired that of
another commercial building in the subdivision, the law office of
Paris Van Buren Jones. Located on lot 4 of the Bank Square
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Subdivision and valued at $100 in 1900, the former law office is a
two~room, one-story building with corbelled and mousetooth
brickwork, segmental-arched door and window openings, and two~over-
two sash windows. The Jones Law Office's unusual setting includes
early cast iron fencing and retains a residential yard-like
character, with mature trees, shrubs, and a small lawn.

Between 1917 and 1920, the Farmers and Merchants (F&M) Bank of
Craig County was constructed on Bank Square Subdivision lots 2 and
3, between the earlier Bank of New Castle and the Jones Law Office.
The F&M Bank is the only building within the district ¢to
incorporate stylistic aspects of Beaux-Arts Classicism, evident in
its monumental brick pilasters, heavy cornice moldings, and
symmetrical form. The F&M Bank, along with the Bank of New Castle
and the Jones Law Office, is located directly across Main Street
from the Craig County Courthouse; all three were included within
the original boundaries of the New Castle Historic District. Today
they remain at the core of the commercial area in the expanded New
Castle Historic District.

From the late 1890s through the 1920s, the remaining Bank Square
Subdivision lots along Main Street were scld and developed for
commercial use. In general, the commercial buildings constructed
in the Bank Square Subdivision were like those built elsewhere in
the town during the period. The typical New Castle commercial
building is a two-story, frame, gable-front store with a false-
front parapet, large first-floor display windows, smaller second-
floor sash windows, and decorative sawnwork cornices, brackets, and
moldings. Individual variations include the number of stories, the
types of materials, the patterns of the false-front parapets, and
the use of optional architectural elements, such as metal cornices
or multi-story front porches. One commercial building, which
survives from the late nineteenth century, is the Wagener Brothers
Store, at 219-221 Main Street (VDHR #268-16-45). Originally three
stories high, it was once connected at the facade to the Central
Hotel next door. Its extant two-story, double-tier front porch is
unusual for the district, but otherwise the building, now only two
stories, is a representative example of its type. Pre-dating
1890, when it was valued at $800, the building housed the Wagener
Brothers Store by the early twentieth century.



















































































































































