7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

- exceilent — deteriorated ___ unaltered __X_original site

X good — ruins _X_ altered — _moved  date N/a _
—tair -—— unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION.

Now a private residence, Madden's Tavern stands several hundred yards east
of Rt. 610, approximately 1 mile north of Lignum in eastern Culpeper Co. Built
ca. 1840 by Willis Madden, a free Negro, the old tavern is a story-and-a half log
structure, built on a hall-and-parlor plan, with exterior stone end chimneys and
a gable roof. Madden's Tavern was a well-known stopping place for travellers
between Fredericksburg and the Virginia Piedmont prior to the Civil War. Since
the War, the tavern which also contained dwelling quarters for the family, has
been used entirely as a dwelling. In the early and mid-20th century, additions
were made to the old tavern, and the original portion now forms tha east section
of the present building.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

The original section of the building, the old tavern which was built ca. 1840,
faces Rt. 610, the old Fredericksburg Road. The tavern, a story-and-a-half log
building, forms the NW section of the present house. It is joined on the SE by a
two-story frame wing, added in the early 20th century. A shed-roofed kitchen wing
was added to the rear (NE) of the old tavern in the 1930s.

The old tavern building is an unimposing single-pile story-and-a-half log
structure, set on a low stone foundation. The corners are aligned to the four
points of the compass. The tavern was built on a hall-and-parlor plan, with a
plain gable roof and a massive stone.chimney on either gable end. The building
was originally one story with a Toft; the roof is now pierced by two dormer win-
dows, added between 1900 and 1905.. The original fenestration of the first.story
front (SW) side remains unchanged: an off-center door flanked by one window on
either side. . The exterior walls, originally weatherboarded, were stuccoed in
the mid-20th century; at the same time, the two chimneys were painted, to prevent
further deterioration of the old mortar, and the additions to the old tavern
building were also stuccoed. - A )

The western half of the tavern was originally 1iving quarters for the family.
The eastern portion of the tavern consisted of a downstairs public room and an
upstairs room for overnight guests. There was no communication between the loft
room, these were reached by separate enclosed stairways from the respective down-
stairs rooms.

The batten front (SW) door, flanked: by. the window to the west, opens into
the NW room, the portion of the tavern once used by the family as their Tiving
quarters. The single window in the rear (NE) wall is now closed. There were
no windows in the gable end (NW) wall. The fireplace opening is now surrounded
by an early 20th-century mantel. The wide pine floors and enclosed stairway to
‘the Joft room are original, as is the plastered ceiling. The plastering on the
walls, over the old logs, which were originally whitewashed, dates from the early
20th century. Like many of the alterations to the building, it was made by T. 0.
Madden, Sr., father of the present owner, between 1900 and 1905.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—— prehistoric  ____ archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning . __ landscape architecture ___. religion

——— 1400-1489 . _ _ archeology-historic - --. CONServation — . law .. SCience

— 15001589 ____ agriculture - @Cconomics -—._ literature -~ Sculpture

— 1600-1699 ___ architecture .. aducation -—_ military - Social/

— 17001799 ___art . .. engineering .. music humanitarian

_X_1800-1899 X _commerce .—- exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

X 1900~ . communications .— industry —_politics/government X __ transporiation
- invention X __ other (specity)

—— e black history
Specific dates Ca. 1840 1900 05 Bmlder’Archltecl Unknown

mig-20th century T
Statement of Signllicance (in one paragraph) - S| ‘

. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Madden's Tavern is one of the few small rural taverns from the antebellum
period surviving in Piedmont Virginia. Constructed ca. 1840, the tavern was
designed, built,-and operated by a free blatk, Willis Madden. Madden rose from
poverty, mastered a variety of trades, and finally became the respected proprietor
of what was then a traditionally white-run business. The only known black-owned
and-operated tavern in the Virginia Piedmont prior to the Civil War, Madden's
Tavern was a popular stopping place and landmark among white travellers and team-
sters pass1ng between the old trade center of Fredericksburg and the Piedmont

"upcountry". The building stands as evidence of early rural Virginia black entre-
preneursh1p, as well as a monument to its ambitious and remarkable builder.
Although troop raids during the Civil War destroyed the original outbuildings
and dealt the tavern business a fatal blow, the family continued to utilize the
old tavern as a dwelling. Today the property, first acquired by Willis Madden
in 1835, remains in the hands of descendants.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Willis Madden, a free Negro, purchased approximately. 87 acres
in 1835, and built the nucleus of the present house ca. 1840.1
Born in 1799, Willis iadden was the son of Sarah Madden, a mulatto child

born in Spotsylvania County in 1758 to a white pauper named Mary Madden. Follow-
ing the laws of the day, Sarah Madden was bound out as an indentured servant until
the age of thirty-one. Her known masters were George Fraser, a Fredericksburg
merchant, and, later, Col. James Madison, Sr. of Orange Co., father of the Pres-
ident. After her term of indenture was over, ca. 1790, Sarah Madden settled near
Stevensburg in Culpeper Co., earning her living as a seamstress and laundress.
By the early 1820s, Sarah, her son Willis, and probably several other of her
children as well, were 1iving as tenants on the John Barnes farm east_of Stevens-
burg, and it was there that Sarah Madden died and was buried in 1824.2

John Barnes, who had died in 1799,3 left a wife and several children; his
estate was in litigation for years. In 1830, his farm, estimated at 87 acres was
sold by his executor, Robert Slaughter, to Frederick Cline.# A few weeks later,
perhaps by prior arrangement, Cline sold the property back to Slaughter, who
added it to his estate, "The Grange".® After Robert Slaughter's death, the entire
"Grange" plantation, totalling over 1200 acres, was sold to Martin S1aughter 6
It was Martin Slaughter who sold the old Barnes farm to Willis Madden.

Willis Madden worked at a variety of trades, ranging from farm laborer through
blacksmith, nail-maker, distiller, cobbler, and teamster, in order to support his

(See Continuation Sheet #2)
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10. Geographical Data
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Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning at a -point on the E side of VA 610

approximately 1200' SE of intersection of VA 610 and VA 724; thence extending approximately
450' N; thence approximately 225' §; thence approximately 300' NE; thence approximately

125! SE; thence approximately. 50'_E; thence_approximately 100' SE crossing private drive;
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11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Ann L. Miller, Research Historian
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national _X_state e lOCAI

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nafional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89—
665}, | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Natiosfal Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according 1o the criteria and procedures set forth by the Nat

tiohalPark Servicg.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature : Lyt W .

H. Bryan Mitchell, Fxecutive Director A
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission date yay 15, 1984
1
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| hereby certity that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
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