
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered -X_ original site 
2 good - ruins 1 altered --moved date N/ A 
-fair - unexposed 

- -- 
Describe the present and original (if known] physical appearance 

I 
I 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION. 

Now a p r i v a t e  residence, Madden's Tavern stands several  hundred yards east 
o f  R t .  610, approximate ly  1 m i l e  n o r t h  o f  Lignum i n  eas tern  Culpeper Co. h i l t  
ca. 1840 by W i l l i s  Madden, a f r e e  Negro, the o l d  tavern i s  a story-and-a h a l f  l o g  
s t ruc tu re ,  b u i l t  on a ha l l - and -pa r lo r  plan, w i t h  e x t e r i o r  stone end chimneys and 
a gable roof.  Madden's Tavern was a well-known stopping p lace f o r  t r a v e l l e r s  
between Freder icksburg and the  V i r g i n i a  Piedmont p r i o r  t o  the  C i v i l  War. Since 
t h e  War, the  tavern  which a l s o  contained dwe l l i ng  quar te rs  f o r  t h e  family,  has 
been used e n t i r e l y  as a dwel l ing .  I n  the  e a r l y  and mid-20th century, add i t i ons  
were made t o  the  o l d  tavern,  and the  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  now forms t h z  eas t  sec t i on  
of  t h e  present  b u i l d i n g .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  the  o l d  tavern  which was b u i l t  ca. 1840, 
faces R t .  610, the  o l d  Freder icksburg Road. The tavern, a s tory-and-a-hal f  l o g  
bu i l d ing ,  forms the  NW sec t i on  o f  t h e  present  house. I t  i s  j o i n e d  on the  SE by a 
two -s to ry  frame wing, added i n  the  e a r l y  20th century.  A shed-roofed k i t c h e n  wing 
was added t o  t h e  r e a r  (NE) o f  the  o l d  tavern  i n  t h e  1930s. 

The o l d  tavern  b u i l d i n g  i s  an unimposing s i n g l e - p i l e  s tory-and-a-hal f  l o g  
s t ruc tu re ,  s e t  on a low stone foundat ion.  The corners a r e  a l i gned  t o  the  f o u r  
p o i n t s  o f  t h e  compass. The tavern  was b u i l t  on a ha l l - and -pa r lo r  plan, w i t h  a 
p l a i n  gable r o o f  and a massive stone chimney on e i t h e r  gable end. The b u i l d i n g  
was o r i g i n a l l y  one s t o r y  w i t h  a l o f t ;  the  r o o f  i s  now p ie rced  by two dormer win- 
dows, added between 1900 and 1905. The o r i g i n a l  f e n e s t r a t i o n  of the  f i r s t - s t o r y  
f r o n t  (SW) s i d e  remains unchanged: an o f f -center  door f l anked  by one window on 
e i t h e r  s ide.  The e x t e r i o r  wa l l s ,  o r i g i n a l l y  weatherboarded, were stuccoed i n  
the  mid-20th century; a t  the  same time, t h e  two chimneys were painted, t o  prevent  
f u r t h e r  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  mortar,  and t h e  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  o l d  tavern  
b u i l d i n g  were a l s o  stuccoed. 

The western h a l f  o f  t h e  tavern  was o r i g i n a l l y  j i v i n g '  quar ters-  f o r  t h e  fam i l y .  
The eas tern  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  tavern  c o n s i s t e d - o f  a downstairs p u b l i c  room and an 
u p s t a i r s  room f o r  ove rn igh t  guests. There was no communication between t h e  l o f t  
room, these were reached by separate enclosed sta i rways from the  respect ive  down- 
s  t a i  ks rooms. 

The ba t ten  f r o n t  (SW) door, f l anked  by the  window t o  the  west, opens i n t o  
the  NW room, t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  the  tavern  once used by t h e  f a m i l y  as t h e i r  l i v i n g  
quar ters.  The s i n g l e  window i n  t h e  r e a r  (NE) w a l l  i s  now closed. There were 
no windows i n  t h e  gable end (NW) w a l l .  The f i r e p l a c e  opening i s  now surrounded 
by an e a r l y  20th-century mantel .  The wide p ine  f l o o r s  and enclosed s tq i rway t o  
t h e  l o f t  room are  o r i g i n a l ,  as i s  t h e  p las te red  c e i l i n g .  The p l a s t e r i n g  on the  
wa l l s ,  over the  o l d  logs, which were o r i g i n a l l y  whitewashed, dates from the  e a r l y  
20th century. L i k e  many of t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  i t  was made by T. 0. 
Madden, Sr., f a t h e r  o f  t h e  present  owner, between 1900 and 1905. 

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet # I )  



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_- prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning _. landscape architecture_-. religion 

1400-1499 archeology-historic . _ .  conservation . .  law science 
-. 1500-1599 -_ agriculture . .- economics . literature sculpture 
- 1600-1699 architecture education - military social1 
- 1700-1799 _ engineering --_ music humanitarian 
3- 1800-1899 .X.. commerce explorationlsettlement philosophy -theater 
X 1900- --communications . industry - politicslgovernment transportation 

-- - invention L other (specify) 
~ . . .. - . .  hlark h i  - t o r y  

Specific dates C a  . 1840 ; 1900-05 ;Builder!Architect Unknown mla;-z -efi. ce~fi~Eury ~~~ .. -. 

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 1 . - : I 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Madden's Tavern i s  one of the few small rural  taverns from the antebellum 
period surviving in Piedmont Virginia. Constructed ca. 1840, the tavern was 
designed, bui1t;and operated by a f r e e  black, Will is  Madden. Madden rose from 
poverty, mastered a var ie ty  of t rades ,  and f i n a l l y  became the respected proprietor 
of what was then a t rad i t iona l ly  white-run business. The only known black-owned 
and-operated tavern i n  the Virginia Piedmont pr ior  t o  the Civil War, Madden's 
Tavern was a popular stopping place and landmark among white t r ave l l e r s  and team- 
s t e r s  passing between the old trade center of Fredericksburg and the  Piedmont 
"upcountry". The building stands as evidence of ea r ly  rural Virginia black entre- I 

preneurship, as well as a monument t o  i t s  ambitious and remarkable builder.  
Although troop ra ids  during the  Civil War destroyed the original  outbuildings 

l 
and dea l t  the tavern business a f a t a l  blow, the family continued to  u t i l i z e  the 
old tavern as a dwelling. Today the property, f i r s t  acquired by Will is  Madden I 

in 1835, remains i n  the hands of descendants. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Will i s  Madden, a f r ee  Negro, purchased approximately 87 acres 
in 1835, and b u i l t  the nucleus of the present house ca. 1840.l 

Born i n  1799, Willis ;adden was the son of Sarah Madden, a mulatto chi ld  
born in Spotsylvania County in  1758 t o  a white pauper named Mary Madden. Follow- 
ing the laws of the day, Sarah Madden was bound out as an indentured servant unti l  
the age of thirty-one. Her known masters were George Fraser, a Fredericksburg 
merchant, and, l a t e r ,  Col. James Madison, Sr. of Orange Co., fa ther  of the Pres- 
ident. After her term of indenture was over, ca. 1790, Sarah Madden se t t l ed  near I 
Stevensburg i n  Culpeper Co., earning her l iv ing as a seamstress and laundress. 
By the ear ly  1820s. Sarah, her son Wi l l i s ,  and probably several other of her 
children as well ,  were l iv ing as tenants on the John Barnes farm eas t  of Stevens- 
burg, and i t  was there t h a t  Sarah Madden died and was buried in 1 8 2 4 . ~  

John Barnes, who had died in  1799,3 l e f t  a wife and several children; his  
e s t a t e  was i n  l i t i g a t i o n  fo r  years. In 1830, his  farm, estimated a t  87 acres was 
sold by his  executor, Robert Slaughter, t o  Frederick ~l ine.4 A few weeks l a t e r ,  
perhaps by pr ior  arrangement, Cline sold the property back to  Slaughter, who 
added i t  t o  his  e s t a t e ,  "The ~ r a n ~ e 1 1 . 5  After Robert Slaughter's death, the e n t i r e  
"Grange" plantation,  to ta l1  ing over 1200 acres ,  was sold t o  Martin Slaughter.6 
I t  was Martin Slaughter who sold the old Barnes farm to  Will is  Madden. 

Willis Madden worked a t  a var ie ty  of t rades ,  ranging from farm laborer through 
blacksmith, nail-maker, d i s t i l l e r ,  cobbler, and teamster, in order t o  support h is  

(See Continuation Sheet #2)  



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Culpeper Co. Deed Books, Will Books, Land Tax Books, 
Madden family papers, in possession of T.O. Madden, Jr. Elkwood, VA (microfilm 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3. Eacres 

Quadrangle name R r i  dge , VA Quadrangle scale t03aoaap 
UTM References 

A 
121 513 17 I dl I 141  d51 713 161 01 

Zone Easting Northing " Zone LLU Easting ? i r tL ,n~ I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning at a point on the side of "A 610 
approximately 1200' SE of intersection of VA 610 and VA 724; thence extending approximately 
450' N; thence approximately 225' S; thence approximately 300' NE; thence approximately 
1 7 5 '  ,qe. t henccapproximately. 5 3  '_E;_thencei~pmximatelylQC ' U ~ s i n ~ i y a t e c d r i y e ~ ;  

List al l  states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries(See Continuation Sheet i i3)  

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/ A code county N/A code 

I 1 Form Prepared By 
name/title Ann L. Miller, Research Historian 

organization Orange Co. Historical Society date Feb. 1984 
-- 

street (L number Box 591 (130 Caroline St.) telephone 
(703) 672-5366 

- 

city or town Orange, state VA 22960 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national 2. state - local 1 

title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission date May 15, 1984 

For NPS use only 
I henby certify that this properly is Included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 
Chief of Registration 








