
7. Description 

Condition C ck one !Y I p c k , o n e  , -excellent -deteriorated - unaltered - orlglnal slte 
L C  good - ruins -altered -moved date N/A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

m W Y  DESCRIPTION 

Elmwood Farm i s  a c a t t l e  farm of 800 acres  located ten  miles northwest of the  town 
of Culpeper on U.S. Route 522 i n  Culpeper County. F a n  lands l i e  on both s ides  of the  
Yazel River and encompass several h i l l s  which border the  predominantly val ley property. 
The main residence i s  a three-bay brick I ta l ianate-s tyle  building constructed between 
1870-74. S t i l l  standing i n  the  yard of the  main residence a re  t he  outdoor kitchen and 
smokehouse. The riomination cons i s t s  of tile hoilse and twa outbui ld ings ,  a l l  t h r e e  of 
hnicn are judged t o  be contr ibut ing  b; i ldinqs.  ' , 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The 1870 house a t  Elmwood is  designed i n  the  I t a l i a n a t e  s tyle .  It is  a three- 
s tory double-pile brick building l a i d  out i n  a central  h a l l  plan with a central  h a l l  
stairway. The f i r s t  s to ry  is  an English-style basement(above ground) with t he  second 
s tory containing the  l i v i n g  rooms and main hallway. Two i n t e r i o r  chimneys pierce the 
low-pitched hip roof. The brick i s  l a i d  i n  the  American bond pat tern with decorative 
corner motifs of ra i sed  and painted brick. The fenestra t ion on a l l  f l oo r s  is double 
hung (6 on 6)  with a c lass ica l ly  inspired l i n t e l  over each window. 

The front  elevation is  symmetrical with three bays on each f loor .  The main 
entrance i s  the center bay on the second (middle) f loor .  A t  t h i s  entrance there  is  a 
single paneled door framed by a transom and s ide l i g h t s  of clouded g lass  with diamond 
shapes outl ined i n  c l ea r  glass. The main door i s  reached by ascending a full-story 
exter ior  s ta i rcase  t o  a second-story classically-styled porch. The porch i s  one bay 
i n  width and has Tuscan order r a i l s  and decorative ra i l ing .  The porch roofl ine,  very 
similar t o  the  main roofline,  .is accentuated with brackets of the  same design'used i n  
the eaves of the  main roof. The t h i r d  f loor  has three windows; each window is topped 
by a band of painted brick containing ra ised brick designs i n  diamond shapes and 
decorative wooden brackets. 

The basement i s  distinguished from the upper f l oo r s  by a band of raised brick 
design. I t  has two windows and a ground-floor entrance hidden by the porch stairway. 

The side elevations of the  house are  two bays wide with the same fenestra t ion and 
decorative brick t r i m  a s  the  front.  

The r e a r  elevation of the  building i s  a l so  entered from a second-floor ex te r ior  
s ta i rcase  and porch. This porch, extending on each s ide  t o  the r e a r  windows, is  
wider than the f ront  porch. Like the f ront  porch, it contains brackets and a decorative 
ra i l ing .  The r e a r  door is  also paneled and surrounded by a transom and side l i g h t s  of 
clouded glass.  Under t h i s  back porch a re  two ground-floor doora which open i n t o  the 
kitchen and a bedroom, respectively. 

A central  h a l l  plan is  used on the second and t h i r d  floors.  The wide central  

hallway, which contains an open stairway with curved balusters  and simply ornamented 

, (see Continuation sheet # I )  



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

1700-1799 
X 1800-1899 

1900- 

Areas of S igni f icanceCheck and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation - law -science 
- agriculture  economic^ - literature - sculpture 
_jt architecture -education -military - social1 
-art - engineering -music humanitarian 
-commerce explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications - industry - politicslgovernment -transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 
-- 

Specific dates 1870-74 BuilderiArchitect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEPENT OF SIGhTFICANCE 

The significance of Elmwood l i e s  i n  the  f i ne  and or ig ina l  brickwork of the  
ex te r ior  and the well-preserved i n t e r i o r  mural paintings by the well-known loca l  a r t i s t ,  
Joseph Oddenino. The paintings a r e  some of t he  few remaining works of t he  artist, who 
a l so  created the i n t e r i o r  of the  Mitchells Presbyterian Church. The main residence, a 
f i n e  example of I ta l iana te -s ty le  archi tecture  f o r  the  Culpeper area, was b u i l t  by 
W i l l i a m  H. Browning, an act ive businessman and large landowner during the  Civil  War 
period. The farm has remained i n  t he  hands of the  Browning he i r s  and is l i t t l e  changed 
from i t s  19th-century appearance. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Elmwood property is  part  of a Crown grant made t o  John Nalle i n  1731. The 
Nalle family was act ive i n  many c iv ic  a f f a i r s  i n  Culpeper's ear ly  history.  A two-story 
frame house, s e t  on a na tura l  stone foundation and basement, or iginal ly  served a s  the  
main farmhouse. Because of a foundation stone bearing the i n i t i a l s  11M.N.-1788", the  
house i s  thought t o  have been b u i l t  by Martin Nalle i n  t ha t  year. Original features  
include panel doors, chair  r a i l s ,  and an enclosed s ta i rcase .  The house served as  a 
post o f f ice  from 1822-54; the  post o f f ice  was known from 1825 a s  Rock M i l l s .  

According t o  court records, i n  1791 Martin Nalle conveyed the property t o  P h i l l i p  
Young who held it u n t i l  1818, when i t  was purchased by John Thomson. I n  1836 the 
property was purchased by W i l l i a m  H. Browning and has remained i n  the  possession of the  
Brownings and t h e i r  h e i r s  ever since. 

Browning, a farmer, whose lands encompassed 1100 acres i n  the 18701s, was one of 
the la rges t  landowners i n  Culpeper at t ha t  time. Active i n  loca l  a f f a i r s ,  he served a s  
president of the  Hazel River Canal Company i n  1853, o f f i ce r  of the Sperryvil le Turnpike 
Company, and a chief fund r a i s e r  f o r  a Culpeper company(Colone1 por te r ' s )  during the 
Civil War. The land f o r  the  nearby Mount Olivet l~lethodist Church was donated by M r .  
Browning. 

About 1870, William H. Browning began construction of the second house, now the 
main residence a t  Elmwood. Most of the materials used i n  i ts construction were made 
on the farm* ~ h e s e  materials include the brick, the hardware made i n  the  blacksmith 
shop, and the  wooden f ix tu re s  made by the farm carpenter, Plr. Carter. 

W i l l i a m  Browning died i n  1874. H i s  w i l l  described the "house I am now building" 
and provided f o r  its completion. A s  par t  of i t s  completion, the  loca l  a r t i s t ,  Oddenino, 
was hired t o  paint murals on the walls of the  l i v i n g  room, h a l l  and stairway. 

(see  Continuation Sheet #2) 












