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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

I i t c h e l l s  P resby te r i an  Church i s  loca ted  o f f  Route 652 a t  the  sma l l  s e t t l e m e n t  of M i t c h e l l s ,  
:ulpeper County. Thc 50 '  x 30'  s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  Carpenter  Gothic s t y l e  i n  1879, 
.nd the  i n t e r i o r  was extensively decora ted  i n  trolnpe l ' o e i l  f r e s c o  between 1892-99. The 
m i l d i n g  was extendcd t o  the  nor theas t  by the  a d d i t i o n  of an  e d u c a t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  i n  1965. 

J r r c t fd  on a  s t o n e  foundation,  the  wood-frame s t r u c t u r e  was o r i g i n a l l y  covered w i t h  weather-  
~ o a r d i n g .  White aluminum s i d i n g  i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  pas t  decade now covers  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The 
x i g i n a l  wooden b racke t s  a t  the eaves were r e t a i n e d .  The main (south)  e l e v a t i o n  i s  dominated 
>y an ent rance  tower t h a t  i s  def ined  by b u t t r e s s e s .  The main e n t r a n c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  pointed-  
irch Gothic doorway t h a t  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  paneled double doors  topped by a  g l a s s  transom. 
Che ent rance  is  approached by th ree  s t o n e  s t e p s  wi th  a  r e c e n t l y  i n s t a l l e d  i r o n  handra i l .  
ibove the  doorway is a hung-sash, pointed-arch window. An e a r l y  photograph shows t h a t  i t  was 
 rigi in ally a  t h r e e - p a r t  Gothic opening covered by  louvred s h u t t e r s ,  . - .  A l a n c e t - t y p e  opening .. 

:overed by a  louvred s h u t t e r  is found a t  t he  n e x t ' l e v e l ' .    he tower is crowned by a  b e l f r y  : 

h a t  f e a t u r e s  pa i red  l a n c e t  windaris on a l l  ' e levat ions .  p inna i l e s , ' j 6 ined  b y  a' ?ooden b a l u s -  
r a d e  complete the  toiukr; The ba lus t r ade '  rkplaces  the  hr ' ig ina l  i i ik loks .  ~ e n e s t r a t i o n  con- 
. i s t s  o f  pointed-arch Gothic openings wi th  s t a ined-g las s  windows. The g a b l e  roof  i s  covered 
jith standing-seam s h e e t  metal .  

'hc church con ta ins  one of the  f i n e s t  known trompe l ' o e i l  f rescoed i n t e r i o r s  i n  t h e  Common- 
e a l t h .  Paintcd by t h e  Turin ( I t a l y )  n a t i v e  Joseph Oddenino, the  p a i n t i n g s  d e p i c t  an e c c l e c -  
i c  range of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  elements and d e t a i l s  t h a t  decora te  t h e  n o r t h ,  e a s t ,  and west w a l l s  
nd thc c e i l i n g .  The e a s t  and west w a l l s  d e p i c t  c l u s t e r e d  colunns w i t h  o r n a t e  c a p i t a l s  jux- 
aposed wi th  pointed Gothic arches  and r u s t i c a t i o n .  The a rches  a r e  pa in tcd  t o  i m i t a t e  s tone -  
ork ,  emphasized by the  tones of b u f f ,  g ray ,  and b lack .  A pain ted  c o r n i c e  runs  the  per imeter  
f  the  decorated w a l l s .  The cornice  con ta ins  Renaissance-style m o t i f s .  A s i m i l a r  mot i f  is 
cndered on the  pa in ted  coffercd  c e i l i n g  where q u a t r e f o i l s  imposed w i t h i n  diamonds a r e  found 
i t h i n  the panels .  The nor th  wa l l  c o n t a i n s  s p i r a l  and rounded columns', a l l  w i th  embell ished 
o r in th ian - type  c a p i t a l s .  A rounded niche con ta ins  a  r e a r  doorway ancl a  ~ e m i c i r c i ~ l a r  s t a i n e d  

~ 1 ; s ~ .  ~ t i ~ d o w .  L a t e r  a d d i t i o n s  of men~orial  t a b l e t s  on the  n o r t h  w a l i ' h a v e ' t e i d e d , t o  d i s f i g -  
e the'original:painted.scl;eme. s t o v e  f l u e s a d d e d  a t  a Later  d a t e  have m a r r e d t h e  . .  : .  f r e s c o e s  
n  the e a s t , a n d  west w a l l s .  

hc o r i g i n a l  c e i l i n g  l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s  were i n s e n s i t i v e l y  r ep laced  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  twenty 
? a r s .  The p resen t  pews d a t e  t o  the  end o f  t h e  19 th  o r  e a r l y  20th  cen tu ry .  A c a s t - i r o n  

i n s t a l l e d  between 1892 and 1899, encloses  the  church yard and t h e  a d j a c e n t  cemetery. 

)U>!DARY -- JUS'I'IFICATION: Thc nominated proper ty  of t h r e e  a c r e s  is a smal l  p l a t eau  on which the 
lurch and a d j o i n i n g  cemetery a r e  l o c a t e d .  The cemetery has been a  p a r t  o f  t h e  church yard  
i.nce the  church was b u i l t  and con ta ins  the  graves of the  church f a t h e r s .  The a r e a  i s  
2fincd by a  c a s t - i r o n  fence. 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - -  CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW . 
A R C H E O L O G Y - P R E H I S T O R I C  -COMMUNITY PLANK. .j -LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE ERELIGION 
A R C H E O L O G Y - H I S T O R I C  -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

J G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

LARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITAR~AN 

?!ART - E N G I N E E R I N G  -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION!SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY1 

J N V E N T I O N  

PEClFlC DATES 1879  BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown 

TATEMENTOFSIGN~FICANCE The s i m p l e ,  C a r p e n t e r  G o t h i c  M i t c h e l l s  I ' r e s b y t e r i a n  Church a t  H i t c h -  
l l s ,  Culpcper  County ,  c o n t a i q s  t h e  most  e l a b o r a t e  example o f  l a t e  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y ,  f o l k - s t y l e  
ri 1pe l ' o e i l  f r e s c o e s  i n  t h e  Com~nonwealth. Execu ted  1892-99 by t h e  I t a l i a n  immigran t  
a i n t e r ,  J o s e p h  Dominick P h i l l i p  Oddenino,  t h e  a r tx ro rk  i s  a c u r i o u s  t r a n s p l a n t  i n  t h e  r u r a l  
i r s i n i a  c o u n t r y s i d e  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  a r t  of f r e s c o  common th roughout  Europe.  Odden ino ' s  l i v e 1  
; ~ t  n a i v e  a r c h i t e c t o n i c  schemes,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  G o t h i c  and R e n a i s s a n c e  m o t i f s ,  a re  s u g g e s t i v e  
f c i v i c  and  r c l i g i o i ~ s  f r e s c o  p a i n t i n g  p r a c t i c e d  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  i n  h i s  n a t i v e  I t a l y .  The 
iiurcti i s  one  o x  s e v c r a l  examples o f  t h e  p a i n t e r ' s  work t h a t  i n c l u d e ,  f r a g m e n t s  a t  t h e  
ebron L u t h e r a n  Church i n  bladison County and t h e  Culpeper  County Cour thouse .  

The h i s t o r y  of  t h e  Culpcpcr  c h u r c h  b e g i n s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  
i z r a t i o n  o f  S c o t c h - I r i s l i  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  t o  America.  Nany s e t t l e d  i n  Piedmont ,  V i r g i n i a ,  wher  
hey e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  s t a t c ' s  f i r s t  c h u r c h .  I n  1814 t h e  Bethesda P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church a t  Cul-  
? p e r  Court  House was o r g o n i z e d ,  and i n  1818 a m i s s i o n  c h u r c h  was formed a t  C e d a r  Run Creek,  
11 t h e  a r e a  Icnown a s  Rapid Ann . The P r e s b y t e r i a n  c o n g r e g a t i o n  grew,  and  b y  t h e  l a t e  1870s  
ii<!-r t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  Rev. John P. S t r i d e r ,  a new churcl l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  M i c c h e l l s  
t a t i o n .  The new c h u r c h  was d e d i c a t e d  o n  November 6 ,  1879,  and f o r m a l l y  named t h e  M i t c h e l l s ,  
r e s b y t e r i a n  Church i n  1888.  By 1891  t h e  c h u r c h  was w i t h o u t  a p a s t o r  and  w a s  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  
u r v i v e .  The Rev. E. H. S t o v e r  was h i r e d ,  and'  h i s  y6'uth and e n e r g y  i n f u s e d  new v i g o r  i n t o  t h  
o n g r ~ g a t i o r ~ .  It was u n d e r  h i s  m i n i s t r y  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r i o r  was p a i n t e ?  b y  Joseph  Oddenino.  . . . A .  

O d d e n i n o % i c s  b o r n  i n  1831  a t  C h i e r i ,  T u r i n ,  I t a l y .  Me b e c a m e h e a l  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  l i n e n  
? n u f n c t u r i n g  company where  he d e s i g n e d  p a t t e r n s  f o r  f a b r i c s .  The h e a v y  e m m i g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
z r i o d  l u r e d  Oddcnino 20 Amcrica,  and he a r r i v e d  i n  New York C i t y  i n  March 1862,. On A p r i l  4 
c was i n d u c t e d  i n t o  t h e  Union army a s  a m u s i c i a n  and  was d i s c h a r g e d  o n  ~ ~ r i i  4 , ' 1 8 6 5 ,  a t  
z r p e r s  F e r r y ,  West V i r g i n i a .  H i s  l o v e  o f  m o u n t a i n s  b r o u g h t  him t o  t h e  P iedmont  r e g i o n  o f  
i r g i n i a  where hc  r e s i d e d  a l t e r n a t e l y  i n  Madison,  Cu lpeper  a n d  Orange c o u n t i e s .  It& d i e d  i n  
l d i s o n  County o n  Sep tember  23,  1913.  




