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1. Name 

historic N /A (DHL F i l e  No. 23-52) 

and/or common RAPIDAN HISTORIC DISTRICT 

2. Location 

street & number I n t e r s e c t i o n  of Va. Routes 614, 615, and 673 N h  not for publication 

city, town Rapidan N/A vicinity of 

Counties 
state Virgin ia  code 51 County Culpeper and Orange code 047;137 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 

district - public occupied 
- building(s) private unoccupied 
- structure - both -work in progress 
- site Public Acquisit ion Accessible 
-object - in process _X- yes: restricted 

being considered -- yes: unrestricted 
F A  - no 

Present Use 
X agriculture - museum 
X commercial - park 
-educational X private residence 
- entertainment X religious 
X government - scientific 
?L industrial - transportation 

militarv -other: 
-- - 

4. Owner of Property 

name Multiple  owners 

street & number N / A  

city, town N /A - N / A . .  vlclnlty . of state 

5. Location of Leaal Descrintion 
- 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Culpeper County Courthouse; Orange County Courthouse 

street & number N / A  

city, town C u l ~ e ~ e r  ; Orange state Virgin ia  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys (see cont:inuation SI,,,, 

(1) Division of H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 
tine survey ( F i l e  NO. 23-52) X has this property been determined eligible? -yes -no 

date February, 1985 -federal 2 state - county - local 

depositary for survey records Divis ion  of H i s t o r i c  Landmarks, 221 Governor S t r e e t  

city, town Richmond state Virgin ia  232 19 



7. Description 

Cpdition 
X 

Check one Check one 
- excellent X -deteriorated - unaltered - original site 
X good -ruins -altered X m o v e d  date N/A 

X - fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Summary Description 

Rapidan is a crossroads village located a t  the intersection of VA Routes 
614, 615, and 673. The c m i t y  i s  bisected by the Rapidan River and l i e s  
i n  both Orange and Culpeper Counties. The historic d i s t r i c t  coqr i ses  most 
of the community and includes thirty-eight buildings: Three churches, one 
post office, two comnercial buildings, one meeting hal l ,  an abandoned m i l l ,  
two railroad depots, twenty-one residences, and seven outbuildings. A l l  
buildings i n  the d i s t r i c t  are situated along Routes 673, 614 and 615. The 
original layout of the town paralleled the Orange and Alexandria Railroad 
on the Culpeper County side of the river.  When the railroad was moved t o  
i t s  present location i n  1903, the railroad bed was used as the roadway for 
Route 615; consequently, most of the buildings i n  the d i s t r i c t  l ine t h i s  
road. In contrast, on the Orange County side of town, several mostly l a te  
19th-century residences are situated upon Gospel H i l l  overlooking the 
river. Architecturally, the most significant buildings i n  the d i s t r i c t  are 
Waddell Memorial Presbyterian Church, an ornate Carpenter Gothic confection 
of 1874 that i s  individually l i s t ed  on the National Register of Historic 
Places, and a s i q l e r  example of the style,  Ehnanuel Episcopal Church, also 
buil t  i n  1874. The general character of the village, however, i s  that of a 
small railroad and milling center of the l a te  19th and early 20th centuries 
with very few modern intrusions. Pr imri ly  containing frame vernacular 
dwellings that  occupy generous settings along roads or  that are perched on 
h i l l s  overlooking the town, the Rapidan Historic District contains 
thirty-five contributing buildings and three noncontributing buildings. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1 699 
X 1700-1799 
2L 1800-1 899 
1L 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation - law - science 
- agyiculture -economics -literature -sculpture 

X -architecture -education -military - social1 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
-commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications X industry - politicslgovernment X transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

0 S 
Specific dates Late 18th century d i f i i e r l ~ m h i t e c t  J. B .  ~ ~ ~ f ~ r t h .  ~eorge Q. pevton 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Statement of Significance 

The village of Rapidan i s  situated on both sides of the Rapidan River i n  
Culpeper and Orange counties. Originally a s m l l  milling c o m i t y  known 
in the la te  18th century as  Waugh's Ford, the village was renamed Rapid Ann 
Station with the coming of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad in  1854. In 
its strategic position as a railroad station and r iver  crossing, Rapidan 
was the scene of several Civil W a r  raids i n  which the mill and most of the 
town's buildings were destroyed. Emerging during the post-Civil War era as  
a regional shipping point for  lumber and wood products, the village mostly 
contains buildings dating from the la te  19th and early 20th centuries and 
randng from sinple vernacular frame structures t o  large Italianate and la te  
Victorian farmhouses. Especially significant are the town's two Carpenter 
Gothic churches -- Waddell Memorial Presbyterian Church and Fmanuel 
Episcopal Church, both dating t o  1874. Rapidan, the name of the town was 
changed again i n  1886, represents a well-presemed Virginia Piedmont 
crossroads and railroad town of the la te  19th and early 20th centuries. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 10) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

(See Continuation Sheet #13) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property approx 182 a c r e s  
Quadrangle name Rapidan9 ' 

UTM References 

Quadrangle scale : 2400G 
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion 

(See Continuat ion Sheet t 1 4 )  

L ist  a l l  s tates and  count ies tor  propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N /A code county Orange code 137 

state N / A  code county Culpeper code 047 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitie David Edwards and S ta f f  

organization Division of H i s t o r i c  Landmarks date February, 1986 

street & number 22 1  overn nor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3143 

Richmond, 
city or town state Virgin ia  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
-- 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national X 
-. state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for incluSion in the 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
H. Bryan Mi tche l l ,  D i rec to r  

title Division of H i s t o r i c  Landmarks date i l a r c i ~  31, 1?C7 

For NPS use only 
I hereby cenify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 


































