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Eckington School
5. Classification
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as appiy)

_X_private

___ public-local

___ public-State

___ public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
_X_ building(s)
___ district
__ site
____structure
____ object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

0 __ 0 buildings

0 0 sites

0 1 structures

_ 0 __0__ objects
1 _ I Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _ 0_
Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.}

N/A
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _ EDUCATION Sub: _ School

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _ VACANT Sub: not in use

7. Description
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U. S. Department of the Interior Eckington School name of property
National Park Service Culpeper County, Virginia location

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
No style

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation __Stone

roof Metal
walls Wood: weatherboard
other Brick: chimney

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation
sheets.}

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing)

_X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

X _A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or a grave.

D  acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
__EDUCATION
__ ETHNIC HERITAGE: BLACK _
Period of Significance 1895 to 1941
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Significant Dates 1895
_ 1941

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation _ N/A

Architect/Builder ___ Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

_ _ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

____previously listed in the National Register

___ previously determined eligible by the National Register

___ designated a National Historic Landmark

___ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

__.recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data

_X_ State Historic Preservation Office

Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

___ Other

Name of repository: _Virginia Dept. of Historic Resources

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property __ 0.628 acre

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 18/244640/4254450_ 2
3 4

____ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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11. Form Prepared By

name/title: _Ann L. Miller

Organization: _ Consultant date _ August 30 2000

street & number: _ P.O. Box 29 telephone 540-923-5079

city or town__ Somerset state VA zipcode 22972
Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the compteted form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
{Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name _ Free Union Baptist Church

street & number _ 21649 Mt. Pony Road telephone__ 540-825-7489

city or town___Culpeper state_VA__ zipcode _ 22701_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the Mational Register of Historic Flaces to
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list propertics, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is
required to obtain a benefit in accardance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Borden Statemest: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate
or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127;
and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Raductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. Summary Description:
Summary Intreduction

The Eckington School, located in south-central Culpeper County, is a late nineteenth century frame one-
room school. This simple, vernacular one story building was constructed in 1895 as a segregated school to serve the
local black population. It was used for classes until 1941. Subsequently the building was used as a church hall for
the adjoining Free Union Baptist Church. With the exception of a rear shed room added in the mid-twentieth
century, it remains little changed from its original appearance.

Architectural Description

The original school building is the 20 foot by 26 foot weatherboarded frame structure that now forms the
east (front) section of the building. The old school building is supported on low stone piers; its gable roof is covered
with standing seam metal. Wall framing measures 2 inches by 6 inches; roof and ceiling framing is 2 inches by 4
inches; all lumber is circular sawn. The school is built on a gable-entry plan. A doorway in the center of the east
gable end provides access to the schoolroom. The north and south sides each have two 6-over-6 double-sash
windows. An interior stove chimney, built of cinderblock with a brick stem, is located on the center of the west
(rear) gable wall of the original structure; it now serves to vent an oil heater.

There have been only minor changes to the original building from its 1895 appearance. Examination of the
roof structure reveals no evidence of a shingle roof or a previous metal roof, indicating that the present roof is
original. Weatherboard and interior and exterior trim, all fastened with cut nails, appear to be original as well, The
exterior door and window trim, which is mitered and beaded, is one of the few decorative elements of the structure.
A 1930s photograph shows the building with its present standing seam metal roof and weatherboard in piace, as well
as its original board-and-batten door, board-and-batten shutters, and the original central chimney. This door was
replaced by the present six-paneled door shortly before the school’s closing in 1941; at approximately the same time
the chimney was moved to its present location. When used as a school, the building was unpainted both on the
exterior and interior. The exterior of the building is now painted white. The interior has also been painted several
times.

In the Eckington School, as in many area vernacular structures built before the mid-twentieth century, the
windows have no springs or sash weights. Typically, in most local dwellings using this sort of construction, the top
sash is fixed, while the bottom sash lifts up and has to be propped open to allow ventilation. The windows in the
Eckingten school building differ in that both the top and bottom sash can be opened. In addition to the conventional
bottom sash, each top sash is held closed by a wooden turn button which fits into a groove at the top of the window,
and the window stops are cut 5 inches deeper than usual to allow the top sash to slide downwards. Possibly this
feature was intended to permit ventilation without allowing students to hear or speak to those outside. Various other
late nineteenth and early twentieth century ene-room school buildings in central Virginia also exhibited this sort of
windowlconstruction, including the old Proffit School in Albemarle County and at least one school in Orange
County.















