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1 Name 

histdric NIA - ~~ ~~. ... . .~ -- 

andorcommon CULPEPER HISTORIC DISTRICT (VDHL FILE NO.  204-20) 

2. Location 
E i g h t e e n  Block Area P.oughly Bounded by Edmondson S t r e e t  

street 8 number th, -7 rd , ~,t~,~~~-jtm& T , J Q C ~  s t root  & A n o t  - Publication 

city, town Culpeper  ~ - vicinity of .- N / A  

state V i r g i n i a  code 5 1  County Culpeper  code 047 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
1L district - public L occupied - agriculture - museum 
- building(s) - private - unoccupied 2 commercial - park 
- structure X both -work in progress 2 educational L private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment religious 
-object &LA in process _g yes: restricted i; government scientific 

.- being considered 2: yes: unrestricted _li industrial 2 transportation 
no -military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name M u l t i p l e  Owners of  P r o p e r t y  

street & number N / A  

city, town c u l p e p e r  UAvicinity of state V i r g i n i a  22701 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Culpeper  County C l e r k ' s  O f f  i c e  

street & number Courthouse  Green,  West Davis  S t r e e t  -- 

city, town Culpeper state V i r g i n i a  22701 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys ( see  C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet N ~ .  30 
(1) D i v i s i o n  of  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 

title - Survey F i l e  No. 204-20 - has this property been determined eligible? - -yes 2- no 

date A p r i l  1986 - federal H state - county - local -- - -- -. .- - 

depository for survey records n i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks, 221 - Governor S t r e e t  .- - - .. --- .. - 

city, town Richmond .- .- state V i r g i n i a  23219 - -. - - . . - - 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent deteriorated . .  unaltered X- original site 
1L good - ruins ii altered m o v e d  date . - _  
- fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

. The town of Culpeper l i e s  midway between Fredericksburg and t h e  Blue Ridge 
Mountains i n  t h e  Piedmont reg ion  of V i rg in i a .  Located a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of U . S .  
Routes 29, 15 and 522 and Vi rg in i a  Route 3 ,  and s i t u a t e d  between t h e  t r i b u t a r i e s  of 
Mountain Run which empties i n t o  t h e  Rappahannock River,  t h e  town was known a s  Fa i r f ax  
well  i n t o  t h e  19 th  century.  Culpeper continues t o  se rve  a s  t h e  economic and p o l i t i c a l  
cen te r  of Culpeper County and i s  on t h e  main l i n e  of t h e  Southern Railroad (now 
Norfolk southern) .  The h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  conta ins  130 con t r ibu t ing  bu i ld ings ;  
including 11 outbui ld ings ,  one h i s t o r i c a l  ob jec t  - t h e  Confederate Memorial - and 
23 noncontr ibut ing bu i ld ings  including 2 outbui ld ings .  

ARC4ITECTTJRAL ANALYSIS 

Governmental 

The town of Culpeper owes i t s  l i f e  t o  t h e  establ ishment  of a  courthouse f o r  t h e  
new Culpeper County i n  1749, p r i o r  t o  i ts 1759 establ ishment  a s  a  town by a c t  of t h e  
Virg in ia  Assembly. I n  1752, a  new s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  no r theas t  corner  of Main 
and Davis S t r e e t s  (102 East Davis S t r e e t ) .  According t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  survey, l o t  24, 
t h e  southern ha l f  of t h e  block between East Cameron and East Davis was designated a s  a  
publ ic  square.  A new bui ld ing  was erec ted  i n  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  i n  1810 but  was t o r n  
down i n  1871. The county s e a t  moved t o  i t s  present  l o c a t i o n  on West Davis S t r e e t  
a f t e r  completion of t h e  b r i ck  Je f f e r son ian  Revival s t r u c t u r e  by Samuel Proc tor  i n  
1874. The main f e a t u r e s  inc lude  a  l a r g e ,  pa i red  I o n i c  columned p o r t i c o ,  co lossa l  
round arched windows, a  four  faced clock tower, and octagonal  cupola. 

By 1799 t l ~ e  town had begun making i t s  own laws a p a r t  from t h e  county, a l though,  
Fa i r f ax ,  a s  i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  known, was not incorporated u n t i l  1834. Town meetings 
were held a t  va r ious  l o c a t i o n s  u n t i l  1928 when t h e  Municipal Building,  which included . 
town o f f i c e s  and t h e  f i r ehouse ,  designed by E.A. Walter ,  was dedica ted .  The Colonial 
Revival bu i ld ing  owes much of i t s  cha rac te r  t o  i t s  f i r ehouse  accommodations including 
a  f a l s e  a rcade  f o r  f i r e  engine doors  and a hose tower with arched windows and a 
pyramidal roof .  I n t e r n a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  were made when t h e  f i r e  company re loca ted  i n  t h e  
1950s. 

I n  1908 t h e  present  j a i l  and s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e  was b u i l t  on t h e  s i t e  of t h e  o ld  
Barbour house which served a s  t h e  o ld  j a i l  and Grant ' s  headquar te rs  i n  t h e  winter  of 
1863-1864. The s tone  l i n t e l s ,  quoins and corner  ba t t lements  g ive  t h e  j a i l  a  
d i s t i n c t i v e  appearance. The courthouse green i s  surrounded by a  wrought i r o n  fence 
and conta ins  a  Confederate Memorial dedicated i n  1911. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 1, Item 7 














































































