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1. Name

histéric N/A

and or common CULPEPER HISTORIC DISTRICT (VDHL FILE NQ. 204-20)
2. Location

Eighteen Block Arez Peughly Bounded by Edmondson Street L
street & number the Southern Rajlrcoad, Stevens Street and West Street MHOt for publication

city, town Culpeper —_ vicinity of N/A
state Virginia code 51 county Culpeper code (047
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_X_ district __._ public _X_ occupied — agriculture —___museum
___ building(s) ___ private ___unoccupied _ %X commercial park
_._.. structure _X_ both _____work in progress _Z educational _%_private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment —X_religious
—— object N/Ain process _X_ yes: restricted —%_ government .. scientific
-— being considered _X_ yes: unrestricted 3 _ industrial _X_transportation
no military —other:
4. Owner of Property
name Multiple Owners of Property
street & number N/A
city, town Culpeper N/ A vicinity of . state Virginia 22701
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Culpeper County Clerk's Uffice
street & number Courthouse Green, West Davis Street
city, town Culpeper state Virgindia 22701

6- Representation in EXiSting surveys (See Continuation Sheet No

(1) Division of Historic Landmarks
title  Survey File No. 204-20 has this property been determined eligible? ____yes _X_no

date April 1986 - federat _X state ___ county ___local

depository for survey records Division of Historic Landmarks, 221 Governor GStreet

city, town Richmond state Virginia 23219

. 30



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

——_ excellent — deteriorated .__ unaltered X __original site

_X_ good ____ruins X altered ___moved date . _MN/A
___ fair —__ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known} physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

. The town of Culpeper lies midway between Fredericksburg and the Blue Ridge
Mountains in the Piedmont region of Virginia. Located at the intersection of U.S
Routes 29, 15 and 522 and Virginia Route 3, and situated between the tributaries of
Mountain Run which empties into the Rappahannock River, the town was known as Fairfax
well into the 19th century. Culpeper continues to serve as the economic and political
center of Culpeper County and is on the main line of the Southern Railroad (now
Norfolk Southern). The historic district comtains t3¢ contributing buildings:
including 1l outbuildings, one historical object - the Confederate Memorial - and
23 noncontributing buildings including 2 outbuildings.

~ ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSTS

Governmental

The town of Culpeper owes its life to the establishwment of a courthouse for the
new Culpeper County in 1749, prior to its 1759 establishment as a town by act of the
Virginia Assembly. In 1752, a new structure was built at the northeast corner of Main
and Davis Streets (102 East Davis Street). According to the original survey, lot 24,
the southern half of the block between East Cameron and East Davis was designated as a
public square. A new building was erected in the same location in 1810 but was torn
down in 1871. The county seat moved to its present location on West Davis Street
after completion of the brick Jeffersonilan Revival structure by Samuel Proctor in
1874. The main features inciude a large, paired Ionic columned portico, colossal
round arched windows, a four faced clock tower, and ectagonal cupola.

By 1799 tle town had begun making its own laws apart from the county, although,
Fairfax, as it was originally known, was not incorporated until 1834. Town meetings
were held at various locations until 1928 when the Municipal Building, which included -
town offices and the firehouse, designed by E.A. Walter, was dedicated. The Colonial
Revival building owes much of its character to its firehouse accommodations including
a false arcade for fire engine doors and a hose tower with arched windows and a
pyramidal roof. Internal alterations were made when the fire company relocated in the
1950s.

In 1908 the present jail and sheriff's office was built on the site of the old
Barbour house which served as the old jail and Grant's headquarters in the winter of
1863-1864. The stone lintels, quoins and corner battlements give the jail a
distinctive appearance. The courthouse green is surrounded by a wrought iron fence
and contains a Confederate Memorial dedicated in 1911.

See Continuation Sheet No. 1, Item 7






9. Major Bibliographical References

Elder, William L.
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Keller, Genevieve., Designating Local Landmarks: Town Imagery in Culpeper, Virginia.
Master's Thesis, University of Virginia at Charlottesville, Virginia, 1975.

{See Continuation Sheet No. 30, Item 9)

Culpeper, A Pictorial History. (Virginia Beach, VA: The Penning

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property . 37 _Acres -

Quadrangle name _Culpeper East, VA
UTMReferences Culpeper West, VA
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Verbal boundary description and justification (See Continuation Sheet No. 3]1., Item 10)
Beginning at a point at the S.E. corner of the intersectisn of Nelson's Alley and
W. Cameron Street ' S e e

thence 500" E. along the southerly edge of W. Cameron Street to a point (1),

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county HIA code

state i/, code county MR code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Ed Fox, Richard Laub, Dougias McVarish, Marc Wagner .

organization National Preservation Institute date 6 June 1986

street & number Pension Building, Judiciary Sq., NW telephone (202) 393-0038

city ortown Washington state District of Columbia 20001

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaiuated significance of this property within the state is:

—__ national _X_ state —_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Ho cryan [itcihell, [irector
Nvision of listeric Landmaris

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the %Park Service.

title date

Aoyst 28 1087

For NPS use only
| hereby certity that this propenrty is inciuded in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date

Chief of Registration
















































































































