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DESCRIPTlON Beginning a t  a po in t  on N s i d e  of Route 632 about  

1100' 'W oE i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Route 652; thence extending about 100 '  W a long  
s a i d  s i d e ;  thence  extendinz  about 250' ti; thence extending about 100 '  E ;  t hence  
extendin', a b r > ~ ~ t  250' S_f;e L- 
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6. REPI<ESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS: 

(2) H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey 
1973 Fede ra l  
L ib ra ry  of Congress jlqashington, D.  C. 

(3) V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1968, 1969, 1980 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  I l i s t o r i c  Landmarks Cominission 
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7.  DESCRIPTION - BOUN'DARY JUSTIFICATION; I 
The nominated proper ty  c o n s i s t s  of two-thirds of an a c r e  (approximately)  

and inc ludes  t h e  church cemeter ies  and church bu i ld ing .  The a c r e a g e  f ollorvs 
I 

t h e  l i n e s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  deed a s  recorded i n  t h e  Cumberland County 
i I 

Book 25, p. 494 (November 12,  1843):  'F 
i 

a c e r t a i n  l o t  o r  p a r c e l  of ground adjo in ing  t h e  
town of Ca I r a  on t h e  West, and bounded a s  f o l -  
lows. Orig. on t h e  South by t h e  Main road from 
Ca I r a  t o  Buckingham C t .  House, West by t h e  l i n e  
s e p a r a t i n g  it from McAshan's Old Stemmery Lot ,  
on which t h e  f ence  now runs  North by t h e  road 
l e a d i n g  i n t o  s a i d  s t e m e r y  and, East  by t h e  
Western Crop S t r e e t  of t h e  town of Ca I r a ,  i t  
be ing  t h e  l o t ,  as now enclosed whereon t h e  
New Episcopal  Church , c a l l e d  Grace Church, h a s  
been r e c e n t l y  e r e c t e d ,  conta in ing  about two 
t h i r d s  of an a c r e ,  t oge the r  wi th  a l l  t h e  appur- 
tenances  the reun to  belonging. 

RC C 

8. SIGNIFICANCE: 

and i s  l i s t e d  w i t h  Cosby a s  " a r c h i t e c t "  on t h e  courthouse co rne r s tone .  Cosby 
had e a r l i e r  worked under Thomas J e f f e r s o n  a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
of V i r g i n i a ,  but  P a r r i s h ' s  connect ion t o  J e f f e r s o n  i s  unknown. The u s e  of 
Greek Reviva l -s ty le  a r c h i t r a v e s  and t h e  des ign  of t h e  p u l p i t  i n  Grace Church 

(See Continuat ion Sheet P2) 
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6. S.ic:..iIpic~;-;. .. c.L. . 
I 
i 

show t h e  in f luence  of Ashe: 'ieilja:.~Fn's :.r;lc:r!.cal : o u n ~  .-- C:aq>c..l!'er - of 183J. Tile 
pulpi:  d e s i z n  i s  taken s p e c i f i c a l l y  frorn P l a t e  52 a d  P l a t e s  63-511. of ijell jali i i~l 's  

I 
p a t t e r n  Loo!<. Onc of t h e  P z r r i s h ' s  sla\ie.c, A l b e r t  LZ.aua, i s  s a i d  t o  have becn 
respons l ' l l e  f o r  t h e  cood::oci: ant?. framing. i'arri-11 w a s  a 1ea.diu: c i t i z e n  0:: 

I 
f 

CuinLeiland Courlt;, du r ing  t h e  1840s and 1850s. 1'j.e sigired a~lri  p r e s e n t e d  s e v e r a l  
p e t i t i o n s  t o  t h e  Cenerel  k s a a h l y  on ques t ions  of  t o l l s  aiid economic a i d  t o  
t h e  county. I 

Ca I r a  reached i t s  z e n i t h  i.11 t h e  mid-1850s (~ihen t h e  town 5.ncorporated i . ts  
f i r s t  and on ly  bank), only  t o  d e c l i n e  r ap id ly  i n  popu la t ion  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  Wor. 
Grace Ciiurc:~ f e l l  i o t o  desuetude end, l i k e  many ot l ier  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  to;..~a, 
was abandonr:.: at t h e  end of t h e  19th  century.  L i s t ed  a s  a  " p o s t h h a r ~ l e t "  i n  
t h e  L i p p i n c o t t  WorIA Gezette?~:  i u  1906, the  toi.in a t  thf  l )e~i i lnin, :  oE t h e  20 th  
ceatuiiy had on ly  two s t o r e s ,  a  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  nn2 a  iew r e s i d e n c e s ,  a p a r t  f ro l i~  
t h e  a;baudoi~ed cilurcil bu i l c i i t~z  and t h e  reil!aan:s of  a  tobacco warehouse,  three 
b1acksi:ith shops, a  saw inill., a  g r i s t  i n i l l ,  an6 a m i l l e r ' s  house. Except f o r  
t h e  church b u i l d l u g ,  on ly  t h e  m i l l e c ' s  house s t ands  today. 

t<ot u n t i l  1.923 d i d  &escenda!.!ts of t h e  o r i g i n a l  congregat ion  o f  Grace 
Church o rgan ize  t h e  Ca I r a  Res to ra t ion  Socie ty ,  which r a i s e d  t h e  funds  t o  
r e h e ' u i l i t a t e  and r e s t o r e  t h e  church soon t h e r e a f t e r .  A f t e r  b l o c k i n g  ail a t -  
tesnyt by t h e  Diocese t o  s e l l  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  Soc ie ty  i n  1954- s u c c c s . ~ f u l l y  
r e i n s  t i t u t c d  t h e  sni~ucll ho~i.eco:iting s e r v i c e s  ~ .?h ich  112.1 been h e l d  rteu l a r l y  i n  
tile 1531:s. E12 S<acie;:.y has  s i r c e  n~a in ta ined  the  churc:l an& ~ : : o ~ i ~ d c  i n  good 
r e p a i r .  To p r c s e r v e  i t s  p..resellt s t a t u s  a s  a  "shrine" of t h e  Diocese  of 
Sosthesn V i r g i n i a ,  Grace C11ui-ch must hold e t  l e a s t  one r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e  a  
yeEr. 

I.'AJ(iR );I1:T.I()1;13~..'dT~~ I~.FTL?~$~CES 9. 

henjas3in,As:1er. ~ r a c t i c a 1 .  : :~use  Carpenter .  1632. 
1.5 n i u - o t t  N ~ r l d  Gazet teer .  19iJG. _-E-i-- L_ -A_---- 

?.:actin, Jos:.p!l. & xe: .g~ld Co~~~p?e. i~ensixc (;a.zetteer .%: J i i i x ~ $  -& &&-% D L s t r i c t  
of Colur,:::ia. C!lar loEtesvi l le ,  V a . ,  1836. - --+.- 
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DESCRIPTION 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X-UNALTERED LORIGINAL SITE 

_ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-.-- 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Grace Church i s  loca ted  on the  no r th  s i d e  of  Route 632, j u s t  s o ~ l t l l  of u.S. 
Route 60, i n  t h e  middle of Cunlberlaltd County. The briclc s t r u c t u r e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
1840-43 and is a well-preserved exanlple of Roman, Grcelc, and Gothic Revival e l e -  
ments on a  temple-form country church. Its o u t s i d e  dinlensions a r e  approximate ly  
32' x 48' w i t h  a  smal l  v e s t r y  a t tached a t  t h e  r e a r .  

The church s i t s  on a  b r i c k  foundat ion w i t h  a i r  h o l e s  f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n .  The 
wa l l s  a r e  cons t ruc ted  of even-colored 3" x 8" unglazed, haud-packed b r i c k s  wi th  
very p r e c i ; . ~  mor tar  j o i n t s .  The south  ( f r o n t )  and e a s t  s i d e s  a r e  b o t h  of  Flemish 
bond, t h e  no r th  s i d e  i s  of f ive-course  American bond, and t h e  west s i d e  is of  
four-course  American bond wi th  Flemish v a r i a n t .  The mortar  j o i n t s  p re se rve  
o r i g i n a l  penc i l ing .  

Triple-hung windows wi th  12/12 sash  a r c  found on a l l  e l e v a t i o n s .  The windows 
a r e  hung wi th  louvrecl s h u t t e r s  and 8" r e c t i l i n e a r  moldings topped by ramped 
l i n t e l s .  The l i n t e l s  have 6"-square corner  blocks.  . Above t h e  e n t r a n c e  i s  a 
l a n c e t  transom w i t h  i n t c r s e c t i n g  t r a c e r y ,  and t h e  window i n  t h e  tympaium.is 
s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d .  The f irst  bay on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  i s  a  j i b  window whicil is: 
s a i d  t o  have been used f o r  fune ra l s .  A handsome cove co rn ice  runs a long t h e  
per imeter  of  t h e  roof and d e f i n e s  t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  pediments. The roof  is 
covered by Buckingham s l a t e .  Two small  chimneys a r e  later a d d i t i o n s ,  a s  i s  a  
smal l  wooden c r o s s  above t h e  pediment. 

The i n t e r i o r  is a s i n g l e  room wi th  t h e  v e s t r y  i n  a l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  behind t h e  
sanctuary .  The nave has  trio main a i s l e s  formed by t h e  placement o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
pews. The f r e e s t a n d i n g  s e t  of c e n t e r  pews is l a r g e r  than t h e  s i d e  pews, which 
a r e  s l i g h t l y  angled and a t t ached  t o  t h e  s i d e  wa l l s .  The g a l l e r y  on t h e  sou th  
wa l l  has  one c e n t e r  a i s l e  and two s i d e  a i s l e s .  Two Doric  columns and p i l a s t e r s  
on t h e  s i d e  w a l l s  support  t h e  g a l l e r y .  Above t h e  columns is a d e n t i l e d  entah-  
l a t u r e  topped by a  r a i l i n g  wi th  turned b a l ~ ~ s t e r s .  An enclosed s t a i r w a y  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  l eads  t o  t h e  ga l l e ry .  On one s i d e  of t h e  s t a i r  is 
beaded d iagona l  panel ing .  Tnere i s  no s t a i r  r a i l .  

On t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  i s  the  p u l p i t ,  enclosed i n  a  U -shaped corcm;union ra i l  w i t h  
r e c t a n g u l a r  rungs. The p u l p i t  i s  paneled and has a  hold Greek f r e t  i n  t h e  f r i e z e ,  
r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  use  of p l a t e s  52,  63, and 64 of Asller Benjamin's P r a c t i c a l  House 
Carpenter  (1830) i n  i t s  des ign .  A marble bapt i smal  f o n t  i s  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  
of t h e  p u l p i t .  

S t i l l  i n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  church a r e  two e l a b o r a t e  c a s t - i r o n ,  wood-burning s t o v e s .  
bear ing  t h e  maker 's  name, "Leibrandt & McDowell, P h i l a d e l p h i a  6 Balti.more." A 
paneled dado wi th  a  c h a i r  r a i l  runs  t h e  per imeter  of t h e  main room. The f l o o r i n g  
is of un f in i shed  wood, and t h e  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d .  

A smal l  ccrnetery is loca ted  t o  t h e  r e a r  (no r th )  of t h e  church, which i s  s i t e d  
i n  a  h i l l y ,  wooded a r e a  j u s t  above Cil I r a  pond on t h e  Willis River .  

RCC 

(See Contiuilation Sheet 1/1) 


























