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Although Nuddy Creek ?+fill can be assigned three de f in i t e  eighteenth 
century building periods from between 1750 and 1800, the building stands 
today as a visually integrated un i t  of late-eighteenth-century vernacular 
indus t r ia l  a r c h i t ~ c t u r e ,  Characterized by its s teep gable r o d  shingled 
with Buckinghan s la te  and broken by a double t i e r  of dormer windows, the 
Fbddy Creek M i l l  i s  a large hire-story s t ruc ture  wi th  two half stories and 
r e s t s  on a down slope basement. The basement and f i r s t  f loor  o f  the  m i l l  
are b u i l t  of local sandstone laid up i n  rubble masonry. A date stone from 
1785 i n i t i a l e d  " R J. (Richard .James)/ CL. Wren M (mason)" set ' in the 
exter ior  o f  <he south end wall commemorates the m i l l ' s  second building 
period. The bui lding 's  second f l o o r  i s  br ick l a id  i n  Flemish bond without 
the u s e  of glazed header patterns o r  rubbed brickwork common t o  many eightee 
century buildings,  While portions of the second f loor  walls show various pexi 
of  repair ,  per t icu ler ly  t h e  southeast corner of the building, m o s t  of the 
masonry is  or ig ina l  and unaltered, even retabizg in places the eighteenth- 
century mason's tobled mortar joiilts. I n  contrast t o  t h e  f i rs t  two f loors ,  
the top  t w o  half  s t o r i e s  are  of frame construction with-frame gable ends 
sheaeified uithbbzaded w~at'nerboards. The e n t i r e  structure was a t  one time 
heated by txo corner chimneys, one each in  the northwest and south'c~est 
corners of the  building,  although the latter has been p a r t i a l l y  destroyed, 

Although the Muddy Creek l . i i l l  is known t o  have mn at least four stands 
o f  buhrs LE t h e  e a r l y  nineteenth century, the  grinding apparatus was 
canverted to ro l l e r  mills around 1 S f l O .  On the  f i r s t  f l o o r  of the m i l l  how- 
ever, one s tand of millstones ccntinued i n  operation producing corn meal and 
feed u n t i l  the mill ceased production in the  3.950's. Except f o r  this run  
of stones and discarded see of French buhrs the  f i r s t  f l oo r  or' the mill is 
largely vacant although a small o f f i ce  space remains i n  the northwest 
corner of the building. This s m a l l  o f f ice ,  a rare survival  of i ts  kind, i s  
characterTzed by its simple vertical board par t  it ion walls,  double beaded 
ckairboard and f i ang i cg  corner cupboard with H hinges, 

The second f l oo r  of t he  mill contains a s i x  break r o l l e r  mill system 
manufactured by the  Salem Hachine and Foundry Works of Salan, Virginia.  In 
addi t ion co its complement of r o l l e r  mi l l s ,  the  second f loor  a lso contains 
elevators ,  f l ou r  packing equipment and a second corner office of later date. 
The th i rd  and f o u r t h  21oors of the m i l l  contain various pieces of bofting 
and s i f t i n g  equipment i ~ c l u d i n g  bran r ee l s ,  r o l l i ng  bo l te rs ,  shaking sifters 
acd creepers . Throughout the m i l l  a re  hor izontal ly  battened Dutch doors 

1 including several with o r ig ina l  hardware, Similarly the  mill r e t a in s  much 
I of i e s  six-over-six sash on t he  upper l eve ls  and simple wooden grills on the 

lower f l o o r s .  
Water power f o r  the m i l l  was or ig ina l ly  charmeled from a dam approxk.ate 

three hundred yards upstream, through a long ear then race and onto a s ing le  
overshut wooden waternuheel. This system was removed i n  the early twentieth 
ceatury and replaced w i t h  the  current arrangemen2 of a concrete dam a t  the 
s o u t h  eind of the  m i l l  which d i r e c t e d  vziter through a concrete race onto a 
pa i r  of tandem mixed flow water turbines .  Located i n  a concrete penstock 
d i r e c t l y  ucder the southeast  corner cf the m i l l  these turbines operated 
independent of  each other, the first being adjusted from the first floor to 
run a siilgle stand of millstones through a s imple  system of d i r ec t  gearing, 
while t h e  second turbine, cont ro l l ed  from the secoiid f l o o r ,  t ransmit ted  i t s  

I pwer -- t o  khe r o l l e r  mills, elevators and bol ters  by belt drive.  Although 1 - - --- 
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1 t h e  Muddy Creek Mill is presently i d l e ;  the stmcture, gearing and machi.nrrry 

I are a l l  in tac t  and d e s p i k e  recent f lood damage csald again be made operable.  
The nucleus of' the snlall cummunity of Tanworth, Muddy Creek H i l l .  Ls 

surrounded by several  associated s t ructures ,  b o n g  these re la ted  bu i ld ings  is I a br ick  store bu i l t :  axound 1880, Characterized fay Flemish-band w a l . 2 ~  on r u b b l e ,  
( stone masonry foundations, the s tore  was altered in the early twentieth century1 

including roof and i n t e r i o r  modLficat-ions and the constrmctisn of  a frame w i n g  
onto  the north wall, Distinguished by i t s  well-execute4 shingle-s ty le  pedlbantr 
gables with louvered l u n e t t e s ,  segmentally arched windows with six-over-six 
sash and f i n e  battened shutters3 th i s  modest bui ld ing s t i l l  serves ae t h e  l+aca% 
Post Offfee and general s%ore, Behind the store is an extremely altered early- i 

I 
nineteenth .century frane rni%laer's house, 

OverXeoking the  kfudldy Crecik M i l l ,  s tare amd miller's hause from an 

I adjacent  h i l l  i s  a lace-sigbteentka~centuq famhotaae, Before ear ly -tt.~entieth- 
century aXteratiasns, t h i s  simple Erame building was @hasac-terbzed by i t s  three- 

1 bay first-floor facade capped by a two-bay second-story Level. To the rear o f  I 
the  building was a shed add i t ion  with a ra ther  large ex ter ior  end chimney. The 
main block s f  -the house was served by t w o  exeerisr  end ehii~n@ys build: of br ick 
% a i d  in Flemish bond, PI.oderrl a l te ra t ions  irrrekded eBe iatrsducti,on a f  a cesrtra 

b a y  at the seeond-stopy level of the house, the removal sf a mid-nineeeeoth- 
century porch, the  demolition af the  e a r l y  shed wing and the replacemeaC o f  
t he  o r i g i n a l  six-over-nine sash wi th  modem t ~ m - a v e r - t x  sash,  I n  the yard aE 
ehe house is a well-preserved frame da i ry ,  Stzeathed with beaded wt;stA--ierbaaxd, 
.;.,his late-eigheeanth-car~tubry uutlsuikding is par'i;ieularly notewarthy far its 
battened door, oxiginal  sa~.t~-tasrk vents and d % d e  r s c r E ,  

In addition to t h e  extar& bui ld ings  im f;l-ra I!bddy Crceek M j , l Z  ccsmmrrn3,ty 
Ere t h e  sites sf various a s ~ s c i a t e d  stmetures Zn~ludhng a C Q O ~ ~ E ' S  shop, 
5Eaeksnith'i; ahop and sav rill, 

B,H, 

- - - - 
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Begun in the third quarter of the eighteenth century, the ear l ies t  
por t ion  of EIuddy Creek M i l l  was  erected by Nicholas Davies on Muddy Creek 
approximstely one mile from its confguence with the  James River. By 1785 

I the mill building had achieved its present dimensions under the ownership 
I of Richard James, and by the late eighteenth century the m i l l  had acquired 
I its present appearance under a joint agreement f i l e d  i n  the Cumberland 
County Courts i n  Xarch of 1792 betrueen Richard James and "John Cunninghm, 
Edward ~unningham and Edward Dillon, Merchants and partners." The agreemen 1 spec i f i ed  fhzt Richard J a e s  r a i s e  the m i l l  to its present elevation as a 

f 
1 condi t ion in a ten  year lease. Throughcut the eighteenth and early ninetee 

csn(rury the Muddy Creek Mill was referred to i n  the  plural because of the / prac L i c e  a f  noting milling operations which ran more than one run of m i l l -  
/ s tones as m i l l s .  
1 
t 
f 
I The focal point  of the s m a l l  and picturesque community of T a w o ~ t h ~  
i >F~ddy Creek M i l l  w a s  associated with now vanished blacksmit'n's, cooper's 
i and sawyer's shops as w e l l  as the surviving mi l l e r ' s  house, brick store and 
1 nearby eigh~eenth-century £ a m  complex. Distinguished by its unusual 
1 archi tectural  character the m i l l ,  built of stone, brick and frame, is an 
/ exceptionally Large eighteenth-century indus t r ia l  building measuring 

I approximately thirty-eight by seventy-seven f e e t  and is the only known 
extant m i l l  s t ruc tu re  in  Virginia with a double t i e r  of dormer windows. In 

I 
i a d d i t i o n  to its distinctive appearance t he  Pluddy Creek Plill also retains 
almost a l l  o f  the  early-tiuentieth-century gr iading bolting machinery which 

. 

/ replaced the  earlier millstones and s i f t i n g  equipment around 1910. 

A s  2n example of ea r ly  American technology the Muddy Creek M i l l  re- 
f lec ts  through numerous descriptions surviving i n  courthouse deeds and 
Mutual Assurance Society p o l i c i e s  an extremely well documented instance of 
the eechilological evolution of a particular indus t r ia l  structure from its 
first b ~ i l d i n g  period i n  the mid-eighteenth century to i t s  final addi t ions  
i n  19:bZ, Described as a mamfacturing m i l l .  i n  t h e  early nineteenth century 
Nu.ildy Creek Xill produced flour and other water-ground products  fo r  bath 
loca l  consumption and t r a d e  on t h e  James River Canal throughout the  ninetee 
century. From the replacement of the o r ig ina l  composite "Cologne buhrs" 
w i t h  four runs of s o l i d  sl i l lstones shor t ly  a f t e r  1792 to the installation. 

1 of a cmplement o f  S n l m  Roller M i l l s  in the early twentieth century, the  1 
I 34uddy Creek M i i f  remained a workins commercial enterprise  f o r  almost two 

hundred years u n t i l  it csased operation i n  the X95QSs. i 
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