
 

============================================================================================== 
5. Classification 
============================================================================================== 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)	 Category of Property (Check only one box) 

_X_ private _X_ building(s) 
___ public-local ___ district 
___ public-State ___ site 
___ public-Federal ___ structure 

___ object 

Number of Resources within Property

 Contributing Noncontributing 

__4__  __0__ buildings 

__0__  __0__ sites 

__0__  __0__ structures 

__0__  __0__ objects 

__4__  __0__ Total 


Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __0___ 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) ____N/A____ 

============================================================================================== 
6. Function or Use 
============================================================================================== 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: 	__EDUCATION __________________ Sub: __School (high school, elementary school)_____________
 ___RECREATION AND CULTURE____  __Auditorium___________________________________ 
___SOCIAL ________________________  __Community center _____________________________
 ___COMMERCE/TRADE____________ _ Commercial storage ____________________________
 _________________________________  _____________________________________________ 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: __DOMESTIC____________________ Sub: _ Single dwelling________________________________

 ___DOMESTIC____________________ __Secondary structure(s)________________________ __ 
___DOMESTIC____________________ __Storage_______________________________________
 _________________________________  ______________________________________________ 

============================================================================================== 
7. Description 
============================================================================================== 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

__Classical Revival _________________________

 __Vernacular______________________________

 ________________________________________


Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation __Poured in place, board-formed concrete________________________________________ 
roof __Slate shingles__________________________________________________________________

 walls _Wood frame, weatherboard siding, slate shingles (gables and cupola) ________________________ 
other _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



  
  
  
  
  
  

============================================================================================== 
8. Statement of Significance 
============================================================================================== 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register 
listing) 

_X__ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

____ B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

_X__ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

____ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

____ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

____ B removed from its original location. 

____ C a birthplace or a grave. 

____ D a cemetery. 

____ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

____ F a commemorative property. 

____ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 


Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
__Education; Architecture__________________ 

Period of Significance __1910 – 1944____________________________ 

Significant Dates __1910, 1944____________________________ 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)__ N/A ______________________ _______________ 

Cultural Affiliation __N/A___________________________________________________________________ 

Architect/Builder  __C.W. Dickinson (Cumberland County school superintendent) _ ________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

============================================================================================== 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
============================================================================================== 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
___ previously listed in the National Register 
___ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
___ designated a National Historic Landmark 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Site Description 

The former Hamilton High School stands at the northwest corner of routes 45 and 690 on a five-acre property in the 
village of Hamilton in rural Cumberland County, Virginia. The large wood frame Classical Revival building was 
constructed in 1910 on a parcel donated by neighbor Spencer W. Parker, whose ten children would all eventually attend 
the school. The irregularly shaped lot slopes gently from Rt. 45, Cumberland Courthouse Road, to its northernmost point 
along Rt. 690, Columbia Road (historically Flanagan’s Mill Road).  The prominent façade of the school faces Rt. 45 to the 
south, and is set back behind a circular gravel driveway. On the rear (north elevation) a hyphen connects the main school 
building to a c. 1925 auditorium annex. To the immediate east, the former school cafeteria and kitchen building now 
serves as a single dwelling and is the primary residence for the owners of the property.  The earliest portion pre-dates the 
school and was moved to the property sometime prior to its c. 1948 frame addition. At the northern end of the property 
stands a c. 1930 agricultural classroom building now referred to as “the cannery.”  It is separated from the north elevation 
of the auditorium by raised bed gardens and young fruit trees.  The school property once included the c. 1935 Home 
Economics Cottage, which stands on the adjacent parcel to the west and now functions as a single dwelling. The broader 
context of the site includes a c. 1880 to c. 1900 Victorian-style dwelling across Rt. 45, which once housed teachers from 
the school but is now also used as a single dwelling. 

Exterior Description 

The Hamilton School is a two-story wood frame building, constructed in a local adaptation of the Classical Revival style 
that was popular between 1880 and the mid-20th century. The building’s form is generally consistent with other Classical 
Revival buildings dating to this period, and reflects the tendency to select dignified but understated building styles for 
governmental, civic and educational buildings – a trend that can still be seen in present-day American architecture.  The 
building shows the predilection for hipped roofs that predominated within the style until c. 1910, after which time gable 
roofs became more typical. The central bay on the façade projects two feet and is further accentuated with a pedimented 
slate-faced gable at each floor. The pyramidal hipped roof and its crowning bell tower/cupola are also clad in slate 
shingles. The nearly square building is two bays deep and three bays wide, with an exterior footprint of 50 by 57 feet.  The 
foundation is board-formed poured in place concrete and the main exterior walls of the building are clad in wood lap 
siding (weatherboards) with an average reveal of 5 inches. 

At the front of the building, two concrete steps lead to a 16 feet wide by 8 feet deep gabled-roof wood porch with engaged 
round wood half-columns at the building and paired 4-inch round metal columns supporting the outside corners. The 
metal columns are not original. Historic photographs show paired unfluted wood columns with simplified Doric capitals, 
a detail that can still be seen on the now-enclosed rear porch. The porch roof and gable face are both clad in slate 
shingles. The main entrance is centered on the porch and consists of paired 3-panel, 9-light wood doors.  The entrance is 
flanked by engaged Doric pilasters and surrounded by a diamond pane transom and sidelights.  All of the two-over-two 
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