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D E S C R I B ETHE PRESEKANUO H I G ~ N A LO F  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARAI;CL 

T h r e e  s p a n  t r u s s  composed of t w o  L 4 4 '  and one 9 6 '  6 "  spans .  
T h e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  i s  e n t i r e l y  timber d e s i g n ,  except  f o r  t h c  
bottoin chord, h i p  verticals and d i a g o n a l s ,  which arc wrough t  
i r o n .  The abutments  a re  cut s t o n e  masonry set  in hydraulic 
cernent mortar. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFlCANCE 

This is the only remaining example of a wooden t r u s s  s t r u c t u r e  in 
V i r g i n i a  s t i l l  in use.  Located  at its o r i g i n a l  site, it w a s  complete3 
in 1884 by the Richmond and Alleghany R.R.  Company for B o t e t o u r t  
County, under terms of an ayreement datedMay 20, 1883. A copy of 
the agreement is attached, which i n c l u d e s  the specifications. The 
b r i d g e  des igna t ed  to be built a t  Jackson is now called the Springwood 
Br idge .  The Richmond and Alleghany R . R .  is the successor to the 
James River and Kanawha C a n a l  Company. Under the agreencnt,  the 
V.D.H.&T. acqu i r ed  ownership of the bridge when it t o o k  over the 
C o u n t y  roads in 1 9 3 2 .  A l s o ,  u n d e r  the terms of the 1 8 8 3  agreement, 
the C.&O.  R.R .  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t.o maintain t h e  structure. 

T h e  bridge e x h i b i t s  an e x c e l l e n t  balance between e n v i r o n n e n t a l  and 
technological considerations. 

Using the  c r i t e r i a  f o r  significance developed by t h e  ~ e s e a r c h  
Council (June 1 3 7 7 1 ,  this b r i d g e  received a rating £0 24 .0  out of 
a possible 27.0  p o i n t s .  
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