


DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED XUNALTERED XORIGINALSITE 
KGOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED D A T F  

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Rowe is a large,  three-part l a t e  18th-century p lan ta t ion  house, s t r i k i n g l y  
s e t  on the  banks of the James River i n  Charles City County. Its s e t t i n g  is 
enhanced by the presence of several  t rees  of prodigious s i z e  and includes a 
walnut t r e e  planted i n  1855, the  offspring of another which stood i n  the f ron t  
yard u n t i l  ea r ly  i n  the present century and which was believed a t  t he  time t o  
be the la rges t  such t r ee  then i n  existence. 

The frame house presently consis ts  of a two-story, three-bay c e n t r a l  
sect ion flanked by two story-and-a-half, three-bay wings, each with th ree  
gabled dormers,, ..The. main. block has. a c e n t r a l  entrance, :  which in . . i t s . ,present  form 
with s ide l igh t s  and ..transom dates  from the, mid-l9th.century; ..6/6- sa sh -o f  - the. . .:- 
same $ge a r e  .uaed.:on the \ f i q s t  f loor ,  and t h e  upper floor-.has ear ly  6/8 .. sash. . . ~  
The b l .~ck  i s .  crowned .by  a ..low .gable roof  , t reated with.a.pediment and -a modillion-.: 
c0rni.c.e. .An ex te r ior  end chimney , a t  .the rear .  was .enclosed ,by extending - the . 

house several  f e e t  i n  the  mid-19th century. . ~ . .  . _ ,  . . ,. . . , . .  _ 
Each of the  wings has a door i n  the  bay nearest t o  the  cen t r a l  portion 

of the house; however, t ha t  i n  the  eas t  o r  downstream wing is a f a l s e  door,and 
a s t a i r  r i s e s  behind i t .  The wings each have 6/6 sash on t h e  f i r s t  f l oo r ,  
4/4 sash i n  the dormers, and Flemish-bond ex te r ior  end chimneys with t i l e d  

P weatherings. The whole is  s e t  upon a low basement with wooden-mullioned 
vent i la tors  serving the c e l l a r  under the  upstream wing. Inspection of t h i s  
c e l l a r  reveals t ha t  the  upstream wing antedates the rest of t h e  hbuse, as  
the double si l ls  show. 

The plan of The Rowe consis ts  of a s ing le  large room i n  the main block 
s e t  behind a narrow passage running across the  f ront .  This passage connects 
with passages sunning f ron t  t o  back i n  each of the wings. There is a winder 
s t a i r  a t  the f ron t  of the  ea s t  passage and a t  the  rear  of t h e  west passage. 
Each wing t e m i n a t e s  i n  a s ing le  room. 

The i n t e r i o r  of The Rowe is not avai lable  f o r  inspection and has not been 
so f o r  many years. The owner reports tha t  there  i s  apparently o r ig ina l  wood- 
work i n  the wings, but t ha t  the or ig ina l  woodwork of the c e n t r a l  sec t ion  was 
missing before the family purchased the property i n  1932. The ex te r io r  a l t e r -  
a t ions  t o  the  cen t ra l  block and unlabeled sketch notes made by a Colonial 
Williamsburg s t a f f  member i n  1933 suggest t ha t  the cen t ra l  s ec t ion  may have 
been red?colatd i n  the  Greek Revival manner during the l a s t  century. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION DU 
The boundaries have been drawn to  follow natural  boundaries on 3 s ides  - the t r ee  
l i ne  on the IJ, the James River on the W ,  and a t r ibu ta ry  of the Tomahund Creek on 
the S.  The E boundary i s  S ta te  Route 613. The nominated acreage includes the house 
and i t s  approach. 
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. ' '  PLcturesquely situated'ddffhe':Bank:8 df.'the"S&eli"'~iver'%nd '4urr6uiided by 'ancient 
hardwobd:tkeeh;'-Thd   owe ' ~ s - ~ o n e ~ ~ o ~ ~ a ' ~ g ~ ~ ~ : o f ~ ~ a r c R ' f k & ~ t ~ i - ' ~ l l y  'si 'kniffcant '?ate 18th- 
centur$"three- and '-five-pzft -houses' p rov i r i c i a l l yada~ t&d  froh a '  "~aSSa~ian'l '~rhoael. 
0wribd'd"tfrlg ' i t s  -edfl-fhistory by the.'NSdge; f;imS%y, : ~ k e  ~ow&'.'is ?hub co&ectleii 
through 's'ijcihT':hi#tory:tb'another -g?odp5'of .%dport&nF houses j iiiclu'dihg ' ~ i t t f e w a n  and 

;: 1 ::i .'I ' . t ~ . ~ - .  . .  . , ~~ .. 
Weyanoke, i n  Charles City County. ' -  . 

\ . . , .  

Although it is d i f f i c u l t  to  f i x  a date f o r  the construction of The Rowe, it is 
l ike ly  that  the or ig ina l  section--the story-and-a-half north wing--may have been i n  
existence when David Minge died i n  1779. A t  t ha t  time, Minge, who did not l i v e  on 
the property, l e f t  "my plantat ion i n  t h i s  f iharles c i t g  county ca l l ed  the  Rowe... 
unto my son George Hunt Minge." George W. H. Minge did l i v e  at   he Rowe, and it is 

/ l i ke ly  that  he expanded the house t o  its present s i z e  before h i s  death i n  1808. A t  
that  time, the plantation passed to  h i s  son David, who was given h i s  choice of the 
Charles City property o r  land i n  North Carolina. Seventeen years l a t e r ,  David Minge 
sold the property t o  Walter Spratley of Surry County, with W i l l i a m  Allen as  t rus tee .  
A complex se r i e s  of transactions among Spratley, Minge, and Allen led  t o  the  pur- 
chase of the property i n  1828 by Allen's ward, W i l l i a m  Lightfoot, through and from 
Allen, for  $7,845. Lightfoot 's  mother, "ho had inarried in to  the Minge family a f t e r  
her f i r s t  husband's death, inherited the property a f t e r  her son's death i n  1832. She 
held it i n  conjunction with Robert B. Bolling, who was  the so l e  owner a f t e r  she 
died i n  1837. I n  1850, The Rowe was purchased by Benjamin H. Harrison, and i n  1881 
Harrison Shirley acquired i t  from-Harrison's es ta te .  The Garrison family bought The 
Rowe i n  1932. 

The Rowe i s  one of a group of three-part  provincial "Palladian" houses--includ- 
ing For t sv i l le  i n  Southampton County and Woodburn i n  Charles City County--which were 
bu i l t  i n  eastern Virginia and North Carolina i n  the l a s t  quarter of the 18th century 
and the f i r s t  quarter of the  19th. The Semple House (ca. 1770) i n  Williamsburg may 
have been the prototype; the plan of its cen t ra l  two-story block, l i k e  most of the 
others,  consists of a s ing le  large room s e t  behind a narrow passage running across 
the f ront .  This passage provides access t o  a s ing le  room i n  each of t he  wings. The 
plan of The Rowe basical ly  follows the model but a lso includes a passage running from 
the f ront  t o  the back of each wing. Thus, no two rooms a r e  contiguous; each is s e p k  
raed from the others by a passage. 
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The 15,4cres  comprisipg The,Rowe,,property a r e  bounded by a l i n e  .beginning a t  a 
point on W s ide  of S t a t e  Route 613, approximately 4500' SW of . i n t e r sec t ion  of 
s t a t e  routes ,613 and 623,; thence extending approximately 500' -SE, following 
along,W s i d e  of S t a t e  Rovte 613 t o  a point (B); thence extending approximately 
1200' SW t o  a. point (C) .located on NE bank of James ~ i v e r ;  thence extending 
approximately 600' NW along 'said bank; thence extending apptoximately 1300' NE, 
following S s i d e  of t r e e  l i n e  t o  point of origin.  
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