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1. Name
historic  Sprins Hill (DHL File #40-17)
and/or common  N/A
2. Location
street & number VA Rt. 730 N/A not for publication
city, town  Emporia _X_ vicinity of |
state Virginia code 51 " county Greensville code 181
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
- district — public — occupied —..._ agriculture — museum
_X. building(s) _X_ private —X_ unoccupied — commercial — park
___ structure — both _ work in progress — educational — private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —religious
- object ____in process _X _ yes: restricted ____government ___ scientific

____ being considered —__ Yyes: unrestricted _._.. industrial ' transpartation

N/A — _ho — military ~X_other: storage
4. Owner of Property
name Mr., and Mrs. Wayne K. Mangum
street & number p 0, Bax 308°
city, town  Jarratt N/A vicinity of state- Virginia _ 23867
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Greensville Ccunty Clerk's Office
street & number N/A
city, town Emporia , state Virginia 23847
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
. Division of Historic Landmarks
title Survey File #40-17 has this property been determined eligible? __yes _X no
date 1981 .._federal _X state ____county ___ local

depository for survey records Division of Historic Landmarks

city,town 221 Governor St., Richmond state Virginia 23219




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent . deteriorated _x _ unaltered _X griginal site

— good —— fuins — altered — moved date N/A
_X_fair ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Spring Hill is a hall-parlor house appended on its east (rear) elevation with a one-and-

a-half story dormered wing. Located on Reoute 730 in Greensville County, the residence

was constructed by 1786. Of frame construction, the house is covered with beaded weather-
boarding and contains very fine quality interior woodwork. Paint colors, surviving from

at least the early nineteenth century, are found in a number of interior spaces. The nominated
acreage includes the main house and two contributing outbuildings.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Spring Hill is a two-story, hall-parlor frame house built on a brick foundation. Its clap~
boards are beaded and beveled; the original boards survive except on the west facade. The
main entrance is found on this west side of the house and is sheltered by a gabled porch
supported by double columns at the front and rear. The posts currently in place are not
original as indicated by the omne surviving original, which is on the rear of a matching
porch on the north elevation of the house. Double doors are topped by simple rectangular
fanlights, which similarly flank the entrance. Three of the four corners of the two-story
section of the house have original cormer beards that are over thirty feet long and are

of one-piece construction being beaded along their entire length.

Perpendicular to the main body of Spring Hill is a story and one-half room that is original

to the house; its roof line has been altered to allow the addition of a breezeway on its

south face., The original cypress-shake roofing survives under a tin roof. Entrance to

this room and the English basement are on the east side of the structure. Fenestration

was 9/9 except in the English basement and the dormers on the story and one~half section

as shown by several surviving examples. On the west and north faces, these have been replaced
with 2/2 sashes. All the original corner blocks are intact, each being twenty-four inches

in height and made from a single piece of wood.

In 1920 a one-story, two-room addition was added to the south of Spring Hill and was used
as a kitchen and dining room. Its construction is atypically primitive for 1920 buildings;
it may have been an outbuilding that was moved and joined to the house. Tax records note
it as "value added for building".

Two large chimneys of handmade brick laid in random bond are found on the north and east
facades of Spring Hill. Their brickwork is reproduced in the foundation of the entire

house; this is one of several features of the house that establishes that the entire building
(excepting the 1920 attached kitchen) was built at one time.

Spring Hill has a passage on the southern side of the two-story section that contains an
elaborate staircase. TIts grained finish appears to be the original finish and is well
preserved. The open string stair has turned balusters, scrolled-sawn brackets, a paneled
spandrel, and is broken by two landings. Its square newels are matched by half-newels
which interrupt the wainscotting which parallels the stair.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—___ prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion

___ 14001499 __ _ archeology-historic ____ conservation — law —__ science

_... 1500-1599 ___ agriculture —_.. economics . literature — sculpture

____1600-1699 __X_ architecture — education ——— mikitary e SOCial

X 1700-1798 ___art —_engineering — music humanitarian

—__1800-1899 __ commerce — exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater

— 1800 — communications _.. industry — politics/government  ____ transportation
___ invention — other (specify)

Specific dates ca. 1786 Builder/Architect

unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph}

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, Spring Hill is significant as the finest eighteenth~century residence
surviving in Greensville County. The quality of its craftsmanship, together with its styling
suggest a sophistication in residential architecture equal to dwellings found in more urban
areas of Virginia. Throughout its two-hundred year history, Spring Hill has served Greens-
ville County as a residence, tavern, and school owned by and asscociated with many of the
county's most prominent citizens,

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Spring Hill was built on land willed by Michael Wall to his son James in 1749; the same
will ordered that the executor patent the land [WB 2, p. 156, Brunswick]. While an exact
date for the building of the house has not been found, it is known to have been built by
1786. Two theories on the origin of the house emerge from the documentary evidence.

The first is that it was built as a dower home for Mary Wall. She was the wife of James
Wall, Jr., who inherited the Spring Hill property from the above-mentioned Michael. Her
husband's uncle was the first sheriff of Greensvilleand had loaned the govermment $50,000.00
during the revolution. Land tax records of Greensville show that she paid taxes on over

5000 acres of land in the year after her husband's death. The prominence of such a family
would have justified the high quality of the construction reflected in Spring Hill's building,
especially its interior and exterior woodwork. The grandness of its stairway bespeaks

a house being built for an important person or family. Yet the house, having only one

major bedchamber, seems not "to be built for a family, but an individual. Mary Wall remarried
in 1783 and moved to Petersburg. In 1786 the 490 acres on which Spring Hill stands was
leased to William Andrews by her for use as a tavern.

It is from this transaction that the second theory on Spring Hill's origin comes. As noted
above, Wililiam Andrews became a tavern keeper at Spring Hill in 1786-87. Andrews' fame

in Greensville history stems from his mention in George Washingtom's Journal entry for
16 April, 1791:

Got into my Carriage a little.after 5 Oclock, and travelled thro' a cloud of

dust until I came two or three miles of Hix'ford when it began to rain. Break-
fasted at one Andrews' a small but decent House about a mile after passing the
ford (or rather the bridge) over the Meherrin river...

L3

The floorplan of Spring Hill suggests a house built for use as a tavern. That plan consists
of an entry hall and one large rocm on the main floor of the two-story section, and one

(See Continuation Sheet #2)















