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Case r t a  i s  a frame complex c o n s i s t i n g  of a two-story,  three-bay main block 
wi th  gab le  r o o f ,  brick end wi th  i n t e r i o r  end chimney, and a one-and-one- 

CONDITtON 

h a l f  s t o r y  end wing and hyphen, the  end wing having a l a rge  e x t e r i o r  end I I 
chimney and a s t e e p e r  gable  roof than the  hyphen. This wing is t r a d i t i o n a l  y 

1 held  t o  be the  o l d e s t  po r t i on  o f  Caser ta ;  however, t he re  is no evidence, I 

O E S C R I B E  THE PRESENT A N D  O R 4 C I N A L  ( I f  known) P C I Y S l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

except  f o r  i t s  b a s i c  form and roof s i l h o u e t t e ,  f o r  an e igh teen th-century  
d a t e .  The i n t e r i o r  of the  house i s  done i n  the  Greek Revival manner w i th  
f l u t e d  moldings and co rne r  " b u l l ' s  eye" blocks around the  windows and doors 

. - 
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(7 Excellent @ G o d  0 Falr I> Deterlorotad 0 Ruins 0 Unsrporsd 

A variety of mantels  r e f l e c t ,  i n  a lbw key manner, the  t r a n s i t i o n  from 
Federal m o t i f s  t o  the s t e r n e r  modes of  the Greek Revival. 

(Check One) 

0 Allered Unaltered 

The ,most i n t e r q s  t i ng , , a r ch i t ec  p r a l  feature of  t he  house is  t he  upward 
ex tens ion  'of the f r o n t  pitch of  t h e  roo€  over  t he  western bay on the  
main.bloc&, so t h a t  ,its r i d g e  Line i s  s e v e r a l  f e e t  h igher  than the rest o f  
the s t r u c t u r e  . Consequently,  t h i s  - p d r t i d n  of  t he  bu i ld ing  p r o j e c t s  from 
the  rear as an ell. On the i n t e r i o r ,  t h i s  creates a stair w e l l  i n  the 
s i d e  h a l l  p l an  which rises up th ree  s t o r i e s  t o  a t t i c  rooms l i g h t e d  by end 
windows. The dramatic  v e r t i c a l  space i s  occupied by a simple s t a i r  des ign  
whose r e c t a n g u l a r  b a l u s t e r s  and p l a i n  r a i l  g r a c e f u l l y  curve a t  each turn 
in t he  rise. 
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Although t h e  o l d e s t  part: o f  C a s e r t a  may d a t e  from 1736 when t h e  f i r s t  
W i l l i a m  Haggoman i n h e r i t e d  t h e  l a n d ,  o r  from the .occupancy  of h i s  son  
W i l l i a m  who ' i n h e r i t e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  1764+ t h e r e  is l i t t l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s .  .'Che l a r g e ,  s e c t i o n  was b u i l t  by George P. Upshu~ 
('1799-1852), U .  S .  Naval Commander and b r o t h e r  o f  Judge Abel Pa rker  Upshu~  
o f  Vaucluse ,  who owned the  p r o p e r t y  from 1836 t o  1847.  Upshur named his 
l and  C a s e r t a  a f t e r  t h e  town i n  I t a l y  where he had s p e n t  many p l e a s a n t  
d a y s .  Tn 1852 Upshur d i e d  i n  S p e z i a ,  I t a l y ,  w h i l e  t h e r e  i n  command o f  
t he  U .  S .  S. Levant .  His remains were r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
and he  was b u r i e d ,  w i t h  o t h e r  members o f  his f a m i l y ,  a t  Vaucluse where 
he  was  born .  

I n  agreement  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  p o r t i o n s  o f  C a s e r t a  date from t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  is t h e  i d e a  that Upshur intended t o  add a wing t o  
make t h e  two-s tory  b lock  a formal  c e n t r a l  h a l l ,  f i v e - b a y  f r o n t  b u i l d i n g .  
I t  c e r t a i n l y  seems p robab le  t h a t  the  wing was b u i l t  e a r l i e r  and a l t e r e d  
i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  o r  1 8 4 0 ' s  when the l a r g e  house was added.  Today, C a s e r t a  
a p p e a r s  as a t y p i c a l  E a s t e r n  Shore complex r e s u l t i n g  from a d d i t i o n s  t o  
a small house.  Obviously ,  what makes i t  t o t a l l y  un ique  i s  the  en la rgement  
o v e r  the s ta i r  h a l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  its modern concep t  of 
r e f l e c t i n g  i n t e r i o r  spaces  through e x t e r i o r  forms,  
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