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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PRYSICAL APPEARANCE

Caserta is a frame complex consisting of a two-story, three-bay main block
with gable roof, brick end with interior end chimney, and a one-and-one-
half story end wing and hyphen, the end wing having a large exterior end
chimney and a steeper gable roof than the hyphen. This wing is traditional
held to be the oldest portion of Caserta; however, there is no evidence,
except for its basic form and roof silhouette, for an eighteenth-century
date. The interior of the house is done in the Greek Revival manner with
fluted moldings and cormer '"bull's eye" blocks around the windows and doors
A variety of mantels reflect, in a low key manner, the transition from
Federal motifs to the sterner modes of the Greek Revival.

The most interesting architectural feature of the house is the upward
extension of the frout pitch of the roof over the western bay on the
main.block, so that ,its ridge line is several feet higher than the rest of
the structure. Consequently, this.portion of the building projects from
the rear as an ell. On the interior, this creates a stair well in the
side hall plan which rises up three stories to attic rooms lighted by end
windows. The dramatic vertical space is occupied by a simple stair design
whose rectangular balustetrs and plain rail gracefully curve at each turn
in the rise.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although the oldest part of Caserta may date from 1736 when the first
William Haggoman inherited the land, or from the-occupancy of his son
William who ‘inherited the property in 1764, there is little architectural
evidence to support this. The large section was built by George P. Upshur
(1799-1852), U. S. Naval Commander and brother of Judge Abel Parker Upshur
of Vaucluse, who owned the property from 1836 tc 1847. Upshur named his
land Caserta after the town in Italy where he had spent many pleasant
days. 1In 1852 Upshur died in Spezia, Italy, while there in command of

the U. S. S, Levant. His remains were returned to the United States,

and he was buried, with other members of his family, at Vaucluse where

he was born.

In agreement with the tradition that portions of Caserta date from the
eighteenth century is the idea that Upshur intended to add a wing to

make the two-story block a formal central hall, five-bay front building.
It certainly seems probable that the wing was built earlier and altered

in the 1830's or 1840's when the large house was added. Today, Caserta
appears as a typical Eastern Shore complex resulting from additions to

a small house. Obviously, what makes it totally unique is the enlargement
over the stair hall, especially interesting for its modern concept of
reflecting interior spaces through exterior forms.
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U.S.G.S. 74! quadrangles (Scale; 1:24,000)
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