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DESCRlSE THE PRESENT AN0 OHlGlNAL (IF KhOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Fort I lodcs,  011 the W S ~  s ide  of the Squ;h Fork Q E  the Shenandsah R i v e r ,  is situated 
i n  the s3adcv oE blsssanxtten :.:ouctairr n m r  a saall stream in LIE r o l l i n g  farmlend of 
the  rage Valley. 

The house is a two-story str~icture t r ~ l l t  of 10;s jL>incd t.:jf 5 dovetailed carney 
t Lnherirng . It has three bays ok openings on t h e  front bout!!) and two b ~ y s  on the 
rear. A one-story, late  19th-century  porch skretckes across t h e  Csout: of t h e  
!muse wltlch rras once coverzd v i t h  t-rcztherboards. The present gable  roof is a 
19th-century rebui lding,  prrrb~hly dot~r: at t h e  saute t ime that the present pair 
of  s t m e  cad dhivtleys repI.:ce< the original c c ~ r r a l  stack. Thg yresent window 
openirgs with t h c i r  616 sasil datc .frm t h e  srie retndelirl;: and partielly 
obl  i teralc the o.ri.ginct1 sIicrt, horizontally e loneated openingn , t h e  scars of 
wbich pt-u jec t beyorrd t h e  ja2135 of the - present windov f rmes  . 

1 

The plan of Fort Rodes is that oE t h e ,  three-roc12 Flurkuchenhrri~s eo i is Iq t tng  
of a uarr,lu k'iiche (Ic2tchen) cu>aing alaug one end or' k-he house--i;i this case, 
t h e  e a t  end--and two other roomu-- a l a rge  stube { p c ~ l o r )  and a a ~ a l l c z -  ~ Z I ~ U I ~ ~ T  - -- 
(chamber)--occupying the r e m i n d e r  of the plan. The s izc  tnd p o s i t i o n  of the 
or ig  irial central chimney can be det sm~ined  bq- obdervarion c-f t3e c e i l i n g  timjers . 
The transverse p a r t i t i o n  of v c r t i c a l  beaded boards :;.hicil runs betr;een the k:khe - 
arid t he  kam\er/stube was installed at thc tine t h e  chim;~ey was rmoved and probably 
at the saue time the rear  or' the khlhc was s o t  otf as a separate rom.  Inis vetr- 
iation of t h e  b a s i c  p l a n  i s  o,Ften found as ar. origiilal Teahire in ~:lurkuclenhauser,  
but t h e  presext  vertical-beadc?-bo~rd p a r k i t i o n  da tes  fi,um the 19th ceilsury, and 
it i s  not c lear  whethr  it replaced an earlier one, The o r i g i n a l  part i t ion h~twc'en 
the - s t u b e  and; t h e  kamcr is nade o? vertical be-<dl-edged s h z a t t . i n 3 ,  aad hung i n  i t  
is a vert  ical-board door with tapercd, dovetailed h a t t ~ ~ s ,  a ecnwn f cnture in 
Geman houses . The present stair, in t h e  souebeas t corner of t h e  kiicl~e, replaces an orig- 
inal stair which forrncrly rose frm ehe mrth::ent corner ol: the $resent)  northeast room. 

T h ~ r c  is no a; lp l i eJ  .Jt.ccratiorr i r r  chc house. The 19th-ccnkury f i rep laces  have 
u ~ m b e l l i s h e d  surrounds, and tke i n t e r i . ~ ~  Log walls are xi] i tesmstled. In  t h e  sccurld 
s t o r y ,  rwo square bearing j o i s t s  rr?n the Ic11gt21 of the ~ D U S C  and suppurl: equal-sized 
transverse j o i s t s  rvlrich rcst in th rep- lnch  c!ia:~ncls cut Lrlcc tlik b~aririj: jois ts .  
The ruof irane I~as bee11 rebuilt but follo:.rs tile c m d i t i c ~ a l  sysrm oi a cm:!on 
rafter roof supparted on Long !sill-lir\s scc a t a ?  posts. 

Runnitlg along t l ~ e  north ( r e a r )  s ide  of the  'hollse and c~rtercd frax the  east end 
is a narrow vaulted c e l l a r  o f  3 ty-pe trad;t%onal in C ? . m ~ u i c  hr~uses I n  Eurape and 
b e r i c a .  Original access fro:i: the ESiche t o  the ccllar has been closed, hut in t h ~  - 
northcast corner i s  a channe l  iri t he  fLcor which dire: ts the flcw of a s ~ r i n g  a 1 o . 1 ~  
thc side o f  the room and out t't!ror!gh a small halt ir. the r . rz ' l_l .  Aha-rc it i s  s hoLc. 
in the vault r r l~ ich  Sunnerly 2 1  l w e d  water to  he dram through the  f l o o r  intu thc 
k'iiche above. - 



F urrr~ Nu 10-3OOa 
(Hev 10-741 

NATIONAL PARK SCRVICE 

TECELVEU 

NAT'ICNAL RSGISTER OF HISTORIC PUClES 
ENTERED 1 INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

Fort R O ~ P S  Page County,  VLrginia 

CONTI NU ATION SHEET + 1 ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 5. 

7. s o  early o u i 5 u i l d i n g s  su rv ive  ac Fort Rodcs. Immediately t o  tFie east  of tlre 
house, a n d  £cr~:lerly ctjnncctcd Fu  i.t hy o short  passage, is a story-and-a-tialE, 
V-notched log I i i tchen ic r r l  inotis cundition. R~ril: when the central chirnncl- 01 t h e  
nta i n  I~ouse aas rccoved, it has a large cooking f i r ~ p l a c c  and an enctoscd s Lair 
sisicy, in the  t~ortheaut corner. Just n o r t h  of  t h a t  is a small frame rneat house. 

Zn t h e  f ront  yard is a small rnoncnlent cormemorn t i r ~  Lhe deaths  *I t h ~  
Mennonite ~ u i r ~ i s  ter Johrl Hodes and his  family tl~cra In 1764 ,  
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SPECIFIC DATES BUI LOERfARCH ITECT 

ST ATF MENT OF S\ GNiFICRNCE li 
Fcrt Rodes is a d i s t i u c  Live example of thc  Xl?l!e;iish hoirses of tSe  Pabe -<alley, 

cal led a f o r t  far i t q  vvr?ult.~d.cwoling csllar, a cuzulun feat~lt 'c 01 IJt!rlnanit ~ U U S C S  

i n  Europe and her ica .  A t r a d i t i o ~ l a l  Rhenish F lu rhchenhaus ,  the c t ? ~ . t - ~ a l  chinaey 
was removed and alterations were made in the 19th cet~t:ttry r.0 : ~ d ~ p t  elie host! to 
Aur~lo-hmerica3.l styles of l i v i n g .  The large, square 1 . o ~  structure was pt'crSa5ly built 
during the last  quarter of the f8rh centcry  by John b d e s  11 as a succeesor t o  tlre 
;louse which was bri i lr  soon nEter 1758 iind burned in  1764 i n  the  last r e c ~ r d c d  Indian 
aLtack in Page CountyA Rodest grandfatller, a EIei~noriite minister, and Iris family rers 
killed during t h a t  massacre. 

Following t h e  Indian attack,  the lend passed to a son, Joseph Kodes, %:ha d i e d  i n  
17Ci6 leaving his son JuIrlIL (who was appsrently a very young ch i ld  a t  t h e  t h e )  
that plantation where my father by the In3ians k i l l e d  d i d  l i v e  and dwell kmrsn by 

the n m c  of Johr: ?,odes's.. . I s l a g  n n  r h e  %urh l i ver . .  ."I John  Rudes TI cexr appears 
i n  t h e  records in 1783, by which d s t a  he had presumably reachcd h i s  najuriLy. It 
is likely that the present house was built at about that ti!r:~. Hc c o a t  in-.gil t n  l i v e  
a t  the property arid acquire land  i n  the area unti l  1815, when he sold 321 5 acres t o  
2oim Cntetraod. Three years l a t e r  he sold Gaccwood sno th t r  10cF acres, c o - x i s i n s  the  
rcn~aioder of his holdingn . 4 

The houee is an intere~ting case study of the t r a n s i t i n n  frnln German to Anglo- 
hue r l ca i t  a r c I t i t e = ~ ~ r ~ l  foxus. It is bel ieved t h a t  as Germanic groups b e z z ! e  accul:urated, 
they pradus l ly  adopt cd Engl i sh  ~ m t  ioiu oE house plantling and dcs ign. An in temediate 
s t e p ,  v i s ;  h l e  in such houses as rrearty Fort Stover, rms the erection of ho>?es with 
a. Flur:tuche:~hau~i (three-rooin) plan but w i t h  e n d  c l~ i rnneys .  O t h e r  houses , l i k c  the 
Abraham S p i ~ l e r  IIcluse in t h e  sacce cotnty, t?ere alrered from a central-clri:::zry to an 
end-chimney Fort Hodcs provides suF7or t  far this theory of thk cF.a;lse, for 3 t 
represents a sirnilar altcr;rciorl of a ccntral-chivney house but one p e r f o r e d  b y  a 
purchancr oi Anglu-Aurer icon des c e n ~  . 

rX3, MTP 

1 Frederick County, Kill Eook 3, p.351.  
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ZOF4.IE EASTlNG NORTH!NG 

VEPRAL BOUNDARY DESCRSPTlON 
Tho 5 acres on which br f :  Rodes is se? Arc bonnded by a l fne  beginning at a 
p o i n t  located un G! bank aE South Fork of the SF:enandoall River, . 8  m i l e  Pi 
of intersect ion of state  roures 615 and E54; thence extending approximate1 y 

300-E along said W bank; rhgnce ~ x t e n d i n g  approxt~nately 800 ' SW, para1 l c l -  
i.nc t n t e ~ m i t t e n t  stream, to  hT end of private drive; thance extending 
epproxiaately 3009W, cross in^ s a i d  stream; thence extending approximately 
700' h?.: t o  p o f n t  of ori3,in.  .-- -- - -- 
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criteria and pi 
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