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DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL (IF KNOWHN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Tort Rodes, ou the west side of the South Fork of the Shemandoah River, is situated
in the shadow of Massanutten Mountain near a swmall stream in tlie volling farmland of
the rage Valley.

The house is a two-story structure built of lozs joined with dovatailed corner
timhering, 1Tt has three bays of openings on the front Goutl)and two bays on the
rear. A one-story, late 19tb-century porch stretches across the [rout of the
heuse which was once coverzad with weatherboards. The present gable roof is a
19th-century rebuilding, probsbly done at the sawme time that the present pair
of stone cad chimneys replzce< the oviginal central stack. The present windew
openinzs with their 6/& sash date.from the same remodeling and partizlly
obliterate the original short, horizontally elongated copenings, the scars of
which project beyond the jambs of the.present windoy frames.

The plan of Fert Rodes is that of the three-roonm Flurkuchenhuns consisting
of a narrnu kiche (kitchen) curaing aloug one end of the house--iu this case,
the eaest end--and two other roows-- a large stube {(pmrlor) and a swmaller kaumer
(chamber)-~occupying the remainder of the plan, The size and position of the
original central chimney can be detemminped by obsexrvation cf tae ceiling timders,
The rransverse partiticen of vertical beaded boards which runs between the Kuthe
and the kammexr/stube was installed at the time the chimney was removed and probably
at the sane timwe the rear of the kuche was sct off as a separate voon. This var-
iation of the basic plan is often found as an oxiginal feature in Flurkuchephauser,
but the preseat vertical-beadel-board partition dates {rom the 19th ceatury, and
it is not clear whetaer it repliaced an earlier one, The coriginal partition between
the stube and the kammexr is made of vertical tevel-edged shaathiag, and hung in it
is a vertical-board door with tapered, dovetailed battens, a common feature iu
Cerman houses. The present stair, in the southeast corner of the kiiche, replaces an orig-~
inal stair which formerly rose from the northuest cornmer of the present) northeast room.

There is no anplied deceoration in the house, The l19th-century fireplaces have
urembellisned survounds, and the interior log walls are whitewashed., 1In the sgcoad
story, two square bearing joists run the length of the house and support equal-sized
transverse joists which rest in three~inch channels cut ince the bearing jolsis.

The ruvof trame lras been rebuilt but follows tite traditiecnal system of a common
rafter roof supported on lonz purlius set atep posts.

Running along the north (rear) side of the house and cutered from the east end
is a narrow vaulted ecellar of a type traditional in Cermanic houses in LFurope and
america. Original access frow the Ache to the cellar has been closed, but in the
northeast corner is a channel in the flcor which directs the flecw of a spring aloag
the side of the room and out through a small hsle in the wall. Above it is & hole
in the vault which fLomerly allowed water to he drawn through the floor into the
kuche above.

(See Conmtinudrion Sheel #1)
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7. Two early outbuildings survive av Tort Rodes. Immediately to the east of the
house, and formerly comnected to it by a short passage, is a story-and-a-half,
V-notched log kitchen iv ruincus condition. puilt when the central chimney ol the
main house was rewoved, it has a large cooking fireplace and an enclosed stair
risivg in the northeast corner, Just north of that is a small frame meat house,

In the front yard is a small monument commemorating the deaths of the

tennonite winister Johu Rodes and his family there in 1764,
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STATFMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Rodes is a distinctive example of the Rbenish houses of the Page Valley,
called a fort for its vaulted.cooling cellar, a common feature of Gernanic houses
in Fuvope and America. A traditional Rhenish Flurkuchenhaus, the central chimney
was removed and alterations were made in the 19th century to adapt the houise to
Anglo-American styles of living. The large, square log structure was probably built
during the last quarter of the 18th centiry by John Rudes 11 as a successor to the
house which was built svon after 1798 and burced im 1764 in the last recorded Tndian
artack in Page County. Rodes' grandfather, a Mennonite minister, and his family were
killed durinz that massacre.

Following the Indian attack, the land passed to a son, Joseph Rodes, who died in

1766 leaving his son JolnIl (who was apparently a very voung child at the time)

that plantacion where my father by the Indians killed djid live and dwell known by

the name of John Rodes's...lvivg on the South iver..."! John Rodes TI rexr appears
in the records in 1783, by which date he had presumably reached his majoricy. It

is likely that the present house was built at about that time. He contiprad to live
at the property and acquire lamd in the area until 1815, when he sold 321 % acres to
Joimn Gatewood. Three years later he sold Gatewood enother 1000 acres, ecomarising the
remaioder of his holdings.

The house 1s an intevesting case studv of the transition from German to Aazlo-
American architectural forms. It is believed that as Cermanic groups becane acculcurated,
they gradually adopted Fnglish notions of house planning and design. An intermediate
step, visible in such houses as nearly Fort Stover, was the erection of nouses with
a Plurtuchenhaus (three~room) plan but with end chimneys. Other bouses, like the
Abraham Spitler House in the same county, were alrered fiom a central-chiiicey to an
end-chimney plan, Fort Rodes provides support for this theory of the chanze, for it
represents & similar alteratiou of a central-chimney house but one perforr—ed by a
purchascr oI Anglo-American descent,

DU, MTP

1 Frederick County, Will Baok 2, p.351.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The 5 acres on which Tort Rodes is set are bounded by a2 line begiuning at a
point located vn ¥ bank of South Fork of the Shenandoah River, .8 mile XNE

of intersection of state routes €15 and €54%; thence extending approximatel y
300" SE along said W bank; rhence extending approximately 800 ' &, parallel-
inz intermittent stream, to NE end of private drive; thence extending
approxiumately 300° NNW, crossing said stream; thence extending approximately
700' NE to point of origin.

LISTALLSTATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPFPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY COQE
STATE | . CODE COUNTY CODE
s FORM PREPARED BY
NAME 7 TITLE
Virginia Historic lianduarks Commission Staff
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Richmond Virginia 23219

-STATE. HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE 1S
NATIONAL ____ STATE X LOCAL

As the designated State Histonic Prescrvation Officer for the Nauonal Historic Freservation Act of 1966 (Pubhe Law 89-6658).1
hereby nominate this aroperty for inclusion in the National Register and certify thar it has been evaluated accciding to the

STATE HISTORIC

A’ P
TITLE Tuckér Hill, Executive Dlrr:.cl.or o DATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Comuission

i 151307

FOR NPS USE ONLY
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L] 5
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DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ARCHEQLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
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KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER
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Virginia Historic Landmarks Commiscion
221 Governor St t
Richmondg, Virginia 20018

FCRT RODES, Page County, Virginia

1977

Credit: Edward A. Chappell, Jr

Neg. Filed: Va. State Library, Richrmond, Va.

Exterior View from 3W 1 of 1
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