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1. dMame

historic OQzk HL ll

andior common ©Oak Hill

2, Location

streat & number Route 863 __ not tcr pubhcanon
, ¥ifirh (w C. Daniel}
city, town Jak Kidge A vicinity of _congressional district
state VRS code 5% counly Pittsvivania code 123
- - Lo

3. Classification
Catagory Ownership Status Present Usa
.. district .- public . occupisd _ egriculture — museunt

_ nuildingds) . private _X_unaccupied ____ comrmercial . _parX
.— Structure — both — . workinprogress — educaticnal _ ¥ private residence
— . S5ite Public Acquisition Accessible .. entertainment _—_ religious

- obiect — inprorcess X_ yes; restricted —  goverpspunt _. . scienliic

.. being considered - yes:unrestricted — industrial —— - transporiation
__nno - military _-._ cther:

Ounershio (See Cagnbinpgtion Shoet #13

4._ “@wner of Properiy ...

name (3) Waller §. llairston,  (2) Samie. Hairston £/a Waller 8, Halrston— -- —a— e
street & numoer flonmy, ”»“ T“"O’? & Pl"i‘“f‘ -~ Post f.LCP Box 838
Eauston

city, own

%. Location ©f Legal Description

. Vicinity ot stzte Maryland 21601

courthouse, reqistry of deeds, etc.  pitroylvania County Courthousc_

street & ﬂllmb‘*t‘

city, town Chatham stile virginia

5. Reoresentation in Exisling Surveys.,

{1) Historic Amevican Buildings Survey
ti_i_!e ____Tnveatory o _ _ h.faga_gr_w_ls_prqur_:y heen Fetgrm_ine_d -a!‘egig!e‘._‘ ;2_{___.._ye_§___ e 110

se Continuation Sheet

upe gmR — o f—__ federal _ __ state __ _county __ tocal
defﬂﬁnw rof_SUf\"?‘j records Libr;:.ry of anq'resc_.';

city, town Washingten stale . c.
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7. Description

Caondition Check one Check aone

5 excellent —. . deteriorated unaltered X origwnal site

~_.. good —er o ruins X altered —__ moved date __. e -
fair _ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Oak Hill, a Federal-style vesidence, is located on route €63, elcven miles west of the
city of Danville in Pittsylvania County. Erected in 1823-25 and added to in 1899, the brick
dwelling is a 2%-story, double-pile, central-hall plan house, covered hy a gable roof. The
roof has been altered; originally it probably had a cornice on the front and rear and raxing
boards fiush with the gable end. The house has baen wnoccupied for about Ffifteen years but
is in surprisingly good condition under the circumstances.

Set on a high basement, the front (north) clevation is laid in Flemish bond. The five-bay
facade is dominated by a one-story, dwarf tetrastyle Roman Duric portico featuring an applied
acorn within a pedimented gable. A wooden sheaf-of-wheat rail is original to the porch. The
fenestration consists of original 9/9 hung sash framed by simply executed architraves and
surmounted on the first story by brick jack arches. The Flemish-bond brickwork incorporates
a nuber of glazed headers on the facade and secondary walls.

The garden (south) elevation, like the other secondary walls, ig laid in Flemish bond.
The elevation is dominated by a three-bay wooden porch supported by Tuscan columns and covered
by a shed roof. The podium and steps have been rebuilt in the 20th centurv. The treatment af
the door and windows is similar to that found on the north elevation,

The west end contains two semi-exterior ond chimneys. The chimneys flank paired 6/6
original hung-sash windows at the attic story. The windows are surmaunted by brick jack
arches and retain their original louvred shutters. Originally similar to the end opposite,
the east end has been altered by the addition of a lk-story service wing builbk in 1899,
The wing is executed in five-course American bond and is covered by a gable roof.

The interior of Oak Hill remains in a fine state of preservation. Recent acts of
vandaliswm, inflicted when the house was vacant, constitukte the only major alterations. The
central entrance hall contains an opan-well stair that ascends to the attic. The stair has
paneled spandrels and sawn-scroll brackets. The newels, handrall and balusters were
vandalized. Paralleling the stailr is a panr?led wainscob with a finely molded chair rail. The
wask parlors are the most elaborate rooms in the house. The front (northwest) parlor features
ity orxiginal Pederal-style mantelpviece with a gulllorhe-carved architrave Fflanked by two
original recessed bookcases with glass pane doors. The room contains a wainscot with original
graining and an original marbleized baseboard. The mantelpiece also retains its original
prainted decaration. The rcar (southwest} parlor contains an Tonic-columned mantelpiece flanked
by semicircular arched niches. & wooden wainscot with a carved chair rall and bagseboard runs
the perimeter of the room. The woedwork has been repainted.

The east roomd are séparated by a lateral staiy hall, the stair ascending to the attic
story. The simply executaed stair has a turned newel, a rounded handrail, and square balusters
and retains itz original dark graining. The front (northeast} parlor contains a Federal
mantelpiece, flanked by paneled cupboards. The rear (southeast) parlor has been partitioned
into two vrooms. The southeastern room retains its mahogany graining as well as 1its original
Federal mantelpiece flanked by built-in paneled cupboatrds.

The second-flaor rooms contain Federal mantelpieces flanked by paneled cupboards and
wardrobes. The western chambers retain their original painted graining, The sccond-floor
hall boasks 2 paneled wainscot, also grained.

While the majority of outbuildings at Qak Hill have deteriorated, the slave quarters and

a shed remain relatively intact. The slave quarters is a five-bay, one-story brick building
covered by a gable xoof. The southern elevation contains four entries and a light. The
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8. Bignificance

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below o

____prehistoric __ archeology-prehisioric . community planning  _ . landscape architecture - rel_:gmn

__ 14001433 __  archeclogy-historic .. conservation e law e STIENCE

.. 1500-1598 _ __ agriculture X _ economics literature e scul.pt’lure

. 1600-1699 _ ¥ architecture education ___ military . sociall
17001799 —_an - engineecding __ music fwmanitarian

X 1800-1899 __ commerca ___ exploratian seitiement . philosaphy -om theater
1900 .. .. commupications — industry _.__ poiitics/government transpartau_on

o ___ invention ___ othaer {specity)

Specific dates 1823-25; 1899 BuilderiArchitect  James Dejarnctt (1823-5) . .

Stailemenl of Signilicance {in one paragraph)

An old and familiar landmark, Oak Hill is probably the largest and finest of a group of
19th-century pluntation residences erected alony the Dan Biver in Pittsylwvania County. The
Federal-style house was built Lelween 1823-5 for Samuel Halrston, the wealthiest of the Dan
River planters and one of the largest slave and landholders ir the Commonwealth, His
residence stands as the most thorenghly documenzed work of James DeJaruett, a mastceyr puilder
of Southside Virginia.

Samuel iltairston first appears in records as a landowner in Henry County in 1817. He was
a sor of Colonel George Hairston, who has amassed about 23,000 acres of land, most of which
wig divided among his hadys in 1827, In 1818 Hairston married Agnes Wilson, the only
daughter of Peter Wilsoz of Berry Hill., Through this marriags Hairston had a life interest in
eight troets of land coasisting of apout 2,500 acres inherited by lis wlfe from her tather.
In the summer of 1824 Samuel Hairston purchased 108 acros of Pittsylvania land owned by his
uncle Peler Nzirston of Stokes County, North Carolina. I- was on this property that he built
Cak Hill. The proporty purchase dates afhber Halrston engaged the local builder, James
DeJarnett, however it docs coincide with the Articles of Agreement made in 1323 between
Samual Hairsken and Dedurnebz. 7The articles state that the house is:

To ke build on some convenient place reaze whare sd d«irston now lives (as
sd Halrxston shall point out the house to be fully build of brick fifty
fore feet wide, to contain taree seller rooms, four rooms a przsage and
pass way first floure, above the seller, & aporoprate voomes an second
flore, & Garret all of which work the sd Dejarnett doth bind himself to
complete in o plailn and syhistantll]l manner, on or kLefore the 25th Octokber
1825, as to meke more fully understood the work are to be done in a stile
and manner rot infrior fo Colg. Nathl Wilusons New building done by sd
DeJarnett. 22 December 1323,

Further conlra-ts and bills were drawn for the house, tht'a) last dated January 13, 1826, "in
part for the plastering I have done & am to do for him".*

At some point after the house was plastered, the rooms were painted, grained and
mirbleized. Exocut:d iu ¢ graining style typical of the second gua:ter of the 1l9th centuxry,
the cupboard and wardrobs doors imitate oak, while the sccondary stair appears as mahogany.
The library reiains its or ginal marcon wainscot and muntel. The graining iz similar in
exccution to Llal found in Mountain View, a Pittsylvania County touse that has been at:ributed
to Dedarnebt. The originsl painting survives in good condition and is an important cxample
uf a decorative art form.

After the house was complebed, Agnes Hairston, the wife of Samuel Hairston, laid cut the
tarmal gardens. According to tradition, Mrs. Hairston had the help of szixteen slaves and an
overseer to complete the grounds in three months. Edith Tunis Sale in trhe llistoric Cardens
of virginia writes of the landscapa at Oak Hill, “This oliva grove, maqnolia tree, and wind-
ing walks and cval and square and rectangular flewer beds are not all. The view from any of

its terraces of the low ground stratching away right to the banks of the Dan
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3., Major Bibliographical Relerences

Clumerzt, daud Cvapiers,  EhE fllb"of\’ Of T*Lﬂ, lvanis Copnty, Va. Twnchburq, Va.: J. P. Bell

Bosy, Ly
“Deathr of JSamwel Hitrston." Richmopd Dispatch, 19 March 1875, p. 3
"Gak tilLl." The Daaville Eoe, , 17 August T19%4, p. 5. (Virginia State Library, Peal #15¢).
{Ses Continuation Sheet f#

1D. Geographical Daila
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Verbai boundary description and justification Beqlnplng at a pomf: on the SE side of State Route 863,
at SE corroer of intersection of said rouvte with State Boute 3€2; thencg extendiag about 600°
WE aleng nsaid 3ide of route 8632; thence extending about 14ul' 5T, o::ri.j_ully !.ullcwim, private
drive, to Socurhorn Rallway tracis; thcace extending about $0C' S along said tracks; thence

= 1,
List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or cownly bounda Gege Continuation ‘:he.._ 3.

slate code _count_y code

state ccde county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title  virginis Listoric Laslwarks Commission €taic o
organization _ virsinis historic Lendnarks Comadsslon  date Supueuder 3975
street & number 221 Coverncs Street  teiephone (874) 786-31d4
city or town Zichmond state virginia 23212

12, State Historic Preservaltion Officer Certification

The evaiuated signiticence of this property within the state is;

e nanonal ﬁ Sia{P Incal

A: the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Mational Histaric Pre servation Act of 1906 (Pu biie Law 89—
685), | hereby neminate this pyoperty for inclusion in the National Reqgister and certify that it has been evoluated
zccurding talihe critena Wpracl'dures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Becroation Service.
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

(3) Mre. Sallie H. Bullock
145 Copeland Boad, N.E. #B8
AFlanta, Gaorgia 30342

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVHYS

s L R, T

{(2) Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey
19¢7, 1968, 1978, 1979 State
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commizzlion
221 Governor Strceet
Richmond, Virginia 23219

7. DESCRIPTION

interior has bheen whitewashed. The shoed is a one-story brick bLuilding with a simply
exccouted entransze that retalas lts criglnel hinged doox.

AT I T g Y e

The grounds sucrounding the house are much overgrown but, traces of the 19th-century
landscaping remain. The WPA inventory of February 17, 1937, describes the grounds when
they were still maintained and as they must have appeared decades earlicr:

T

The handsome brick hiouse is situated on the edgo of a hill, in a body
of tress in which there are meny large coks. Approaching the front
walk to the house are magnificent borwoods on either side...The most
outstanding beaubty ta Oak Hill is the magnificcnt {lower garden, out-
lined with many lovely boxwoods. To the right of the house, there are
long pathwayz, which wind around in the garden. AL the end of one
walkway 15 a 1ittle room rade of cedars. This was formed by planting
several ccdar trees in a cirale. Thess cedars ara now very tall, and
showing signzs of age...Dircctly at the back of the houwse s a boautbiful
incline, which leads to the walkways coming in [rom Ehe side, and
there is found 2 huge magnnlia treoe of unusaal shape and beauty.

The pruperty presently boasts only the larger treeos and shrubs planted on a multi-
terraced lawn that leads down to railroud tracks. The first level closest to the house
is planted with box, the sccond level with crape myrtle, and the third with magnolia.
Sowe remnants of the flower garden usurvive. & large 19th-century, cast—iron garden urn
also survives,

RCC

1“Oak Iill, " (Pittsylvania Connty, Virgiria) wPa javontory, February 17, 19237.
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%. SIGNIFICANCE

jtith-contiry garden at Certer's CGrove naar Willlamsburg. Typical of most Pittsylvania
County gardens, the desian follows a formal 1I&th-century proecedent rather than the
contewmporary plang of the noted Amcrican landscape writer A. J. Downing. That the
gardens were wall-thought of way be surmived from an article appearing in the Richmond
Whig & Public Advertiser for February 7, 1851. The writer, calling himself “Cosmopolite™
obsesved:

I have traveled over Tifteen states <f this union, and have never seen
any thing comparable t2 his {Samuel Failrston's) vard and garden.
Except some of them in the Mississippi Delta, and nene of Lhem equal
1t. Mrs, Hairstou has been beautifving it for vears-and a good old
minister, in preaching near the placz, and doscribing paradise, said,
‘It is as beautiful as Mr., Hairgton's,' or as a friend who had visited
Washirgton City for the first time, ramarked that '""he public grounds
vere ncarly as bhandsome as Sacue L Haivgton's,'? E

The same writer also wrobs of the wealth of lairston. e ohsoerved:

¥hen I was in his seqtion a4 ycar or two aqo, he was the owner oF 3
between 1600 and 1700 slaves, in his own right, having but a little
while before taken a ¢ensus, He also has o prospective richt Lo ]

dbout 1000 slaves more, which are row owned by hisg mother-in-law,
¥rs, Ruth Halrston, he having married her only child. He row has
the wanagement ¢f them, which wakes the number of his slaves reach
nedr 3000, ., .he has to purchase a large plantation every yirar to
settle them on. A large numpsr of his plantations sre in Henry and
Patriz)k Co., Virglnia. He has large eskates in North Carolina.

Hig landad property in Stokes alone, is ausessed at $600,000. His
wealth is diffarently estimated at from 3-5 millions. ..

Although Halrston had amarsed gonsiderable wealth after huilding Oak Hill, tae house
would appzar not Lo have boen altered to confarn to fashionable trends in American
architectural taste, Halrston was apparently satisfied with aJdavpett’s wors and
ombellished the grounds roether bthan the Youse. Haijigston died in Marca 1879, his

obituary in the Richmond Tispalch noting, "Previows to the lais war...he was regarded,

we belicve, as the ricuecst citiven of this state, owning a numoer of fine pluntations

in Pittsylvaala and Henry Countieos awd in North Cavoling, all of which were stocked with
sisves, beside larges amourts of banking and state stocks. .. "" The house was inherrived by
his son, samiel Hairston, and is proesently owned by bis descendants.

t
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8. SIUNIFICANCE

1Hanuscript page, "Wilsen and Halrston Papers,' #4134, Southern iHistorical ;
Collection, Universibty of North Carolina Library, Chapel iiill, June 1978. E

21bia.

3

Sale, Historic Gardens of Virginia, p. 321.

4p;i chmond Walg & Public Advertiser, ¥eb. 7, 1851, p. L.
S1bid.

SRR TN I TA

GEEEHTQFE.DESEaKEE' Mareh 19 TH?S, pre 3a

9. MAJOR BUBLIOCRAPEICAL, REFLREN. 4

Pittsylvania County Deced Books 25, 2v, 149, 13, 17, 20, 22, 24, 48.
Land Tax Books, 1804-50.
DPersonal Property Tax Books. 1804-50.

"The Richest Man ip Virginia." Richmond Whigq and Punlic Advertiser, 7 February 1851, p. 1.

ﬁ o i3 L : 2 ; o JEO T ¥

Sale, FRdith Tunis. Historlc Cardens of Viijinia. Richmond: William Byrd Press, 1923.

"Wilson and Hairston Papers," #4134, Sonthern Historical Collection University of North
Caroling TNibrary, Chapel Hill, June 197€, t

10. CEGGRAPHTCAL DATA - Verbal Roundary Descriptioo and Justification
eztonding about 1400" NW, partially following T side of private drive, to SE side of
route 863, point of origin.

The twenty nominate: acres include the maia house and adja<zent outhuildings. The
property is kbounded on e north hy route 8A3, on the south by the Southern Railway tracks,
on the east by o dirt road which leads to the house, and on the west by a line that
purallels that on the ecast and Fallows an ol drive that is adjacent to the eastorn gardens.f
The nominated acreage is a very omdll {rpaclion of the original holdings of Samuel Hairston.
The bonndaries are drawn to include the main houne, old outbuildings and forwal gardens
that run to thn railroad tracks. The acreage also includes tha original hill garden site
of the house, and the bound: are drawn to cxcluds recently conztructed buildings on the
Hairston proporty.
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