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DESCRI 0 t THt PRESENT AND~F(~C;INALl l ~  PHYSICAL APPEARANCEK N O W N ~  

Hayes  H a l l  at Virginia C o l l e g e  is an imposing three-2nd-one-half-story, mansard-
roof, br ick  structure at the i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Dewitt Street and Garfield Avenue in 
Lynchburg. Executed i n  five-course American bond, the m o d i f i e ~Second Enpire-style 
b u i l d i n g  was constructed in 1888. 

T h e  xa tn  (east) elevat ion is  dominated by a f i v c - s t o ~ jentrance tower covered by 
a pyramida l  r o o f .  Located on the  tower's first Eloor, the main entrance is comprised 
of a round-arch entry  conta in ing  a t ransom and sidelight door frame. The original 
double  doors have bei?n rernoved. The entry a l s o  con ta in s  an in te r ior  transom doorway, 
presently blocked by plywood.  The tower's side ent rances  consist of e longa ted  a r c h e d  
transom and raised-psncled doors.  Fenestration consists 3f.212 hung-sash, segmental-
arch windows on the  second, t h i r d ,  and fourth stories. A k i c k  b l i n d  arcade frames the 
windows on t h e  f i f t h  s t o r y .  The touer i s  flanked by Five hays, each Lay def ined  by  
pronounced br ick  pilasters which terminate on the  t h i r d  story i n t o  a brick blind arcade .  
Bay windows d o n h a t e  t h e  center bays  on the  first f l o o r .  Cenestrati~nc-onsists of 2 1 2  
segmental-arch windows. The a t t i c  s tory  con ta ins  raund-arch dormers that have been 
blocked.  

The west elevation formerly contained a portico tha t  covered a c-entral pavilion 
of  th ree  bays. A former rear en t ranr :~!5 s  pr~sentlybloclccd , as ar-e two f lanking windovs. 
Fen~strationon t h e  f i r s t  floor consists of e longa ted  segmentasarch windows. The s e c o ~ d  
s t o r y  liad 2 /2  hung-sash, segmental-arch windows, now blocked. S i n l i l <lrt n t h e  east 
clevat i o n ,  each bay is defined hy pronoynced b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s  which t e rmina te  in a blind 
arcade on t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y .  The attic s t o r y  mirrors t h e  east elevat ion,  

T h e  nc r th  and south  elevztlons contain a c e n t r a l l y  positioned double-door  entrance 
@n t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y .  Paired window^ orcrlpy t h e  second and rhlird s tories.  Pd-ired domers 
constitute t h e  artic fenestrztion, 

l!ayes I l a l l  r e ta ins  its o r i g i n a l  in ter ior  plan. A long passage r i m s  north and south  
through the cen te r  of the hui l -ding and Intersects w i t h  t h e  east-west entrance Fcssage 
which is f l a n k e d  b y  p a i r c d  l a t e r a l  s ~ a i r st h a t  ascend to  t h z  t h F r d  floor. The  i n t c r f v r  
preserves its original decorative trj.m. The p r i n c i p a l  doors and windovs hzve f l u t e d  
syrmne-tric a l  t r i m  that featilres moltIer l  rrmer bl.ocks. Natc11~idboarding is used for 
wainscoting i n  t h e  p r i n c i 2 a l  rooms o f  ' t h e  f i r s t :  f l o o r .  The second-and t h i r d - f l o o r  roonis 
were. u s e d  as dormitory space  and are rel.atrively plain. Bracket-strpported ~ a f i t c ls h r - l v ~ s  
aye f r?.u~d i n  p r inc f  pa). f rirst-f loo r  rooms. A s c rcen with  e l a b o r a r c l y  turned columns 
def ines  the  main ( c a s t )  entry hall. 

A statue of Gregory Hayes, for whom Hayes H a l l  is named, is found in a small land-

scaped g a r d m  to the n o r t h  of t h e  building. 

RCC 

H . E ~ ~ sB a l l  is bounded on the casc by Garfield Avenr~e, c n  t h ~sout t r  by Dewitt S t r e e t ,  
on t he  n o r t h  by a walkway t h a t  s u r r o u n d s  the statue of Hay~-sn o r t h  of the b u i l d i n g ,  a d  u11 

the west by a concrete wall and i t s  extension t h a t  runs across the campus o f  the Vi rg in i a  
C ~ l l c ? , ~ .Hayes Hall  c o n s t i t u t e s  an acre of nominated p r o p e r t y  on t11e co l l ege  grounds. 
Thi s  3CPE i nc .L~~desthe  building's f r o n t  a n d  rear l ~ m s ,t h e  side lawn to D e w i t t  , and t h e  

(See Contiguation Sheet: : ! I )  
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STATEMENT O F  SIGNIFICANCE 

B u L l t  in 1888, this impressively l a rge ,  Second Empire-stylc edifice is one of rhe  
o l d e s t  collegiate buildings in Lynchburg. The first b u i l d i n g  constructed fox the 
Lynchburg Seminary,  i r  was later n a x d  Hayes M e m o r i a l  11311 in honor of the institution's 
second p r e s i d e n t ,  Gregory Willis Hayes. The Virg in i a  B a p t i s t  Convention au tho r i zed  such 
a school  in 1886 and gave final approval to the charter ,  location, and construction p l a n s  
two years l a t e r  during its 21st a n n u l  sess ion .  

Renamed Virg in ia  Seminary in 1890,  a n d  knom as V i r g i n i a  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary  and 
College from 1900-1962, the school p a r t i c i p a t d a c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  "Self ~ e l p "educational 
e f f o r t s  i n s p i r e d  by Booker T. Washington. P r e s i d e n t  Hayes espoused black " S p i r i t u a l  
Independence" , ,  stressing cornunity o-mership and c o n t r o l  oE i t s  educational ins t i tu -
t i o n s .  During the school's ear ly  y e a r s ,  a primary emphasis was t h e  t r a i n i n g  of teachers 
an3 ministers f o r  work w i t h i n  t h e  black comuni ty ,  

D i s t i n g u i s h e d  alumni include. Anne S p s n c e r ,  a poe t  of t h e  Harlem Renaissance, and 
Dr. Noel Taylor ,  Mayor of Roanoke. Sationally recognized b l a c k  l eader s  of an earlier  
day who ore said to have stayed i n  Hay2s H a l l  while visiting the c o l l e g e  i n c l u d e :  W.E.B.  
I3uBois, P a u l  Robesiln, George Washington Carver, Lnngston Hughes, and James I.l*ldon Johnson. 
Al though t h e  great  ma jo r i t y  of t h e  students cane from V i r g t n i a ,  the Midd le  Atlantic S t a t e s  
were r ep re sen ted  by t h e  early 20th cenrury. 

E ~ r i l ti n  the Second Empire style, t h e  i~ lpos ingthree-2nd-a-half-story Hayes H a l l  
di sp lays :  little a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ornanent .  T h i s  i s  reminiscent of V i r g i n i a  H a l l  (1874)  and 
t he  Kip-am (1878) a t  Wampton Institute. A t  a period when ~r lbel l - ishmentcharacterized 
architectural s t y l e ,  these b u i l d i n g s  Mere constructed for strictly utilitarian purposes .  

I n  1972 the  Virgin ia  College and Virginia Seminary were d iv ided  administratively 
i n t o  t w o  separate e n t i t i e s .  Al though  continuing t o  share the same board of trustees  
and f a c i l i r i e s ,  the former functions as a two-year co l l ege ,  w h i l c  the  r e l i g i o n  program is 
conducted under  t h e  auspices of  the  V i r g i c i a  Seminary.  



C a t a l , ~ ~uT the Officers and Students of t h e  V i rg in i a  Sen in~r~ ; ,Lync- 1895-1900.-- --- -+-.- -- - ---- ----
Ly nchbutg , 1899.  

The C ' i r ~ i n : ia ColLcge  B u l l e t  in, 1976-1978. Lyric::burg, 1976, 
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Beginn ing  at a point  about  250' x:; of inters2ction of Ue:~itt Screet and Garfield Avenue: 
thence extending 250' SE along G a r f i e l d  to s a i d  intersection; thence extending nbour 175 ' 
SI.i a long  Dewitt; r i~enceex tend in2  about 250' mi, t3en abaut 1 7 5 '  NE t o  p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  
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Hayes H a l l ,  	Lynchburg,  V i rg in i a  
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BOUNDMY JUSTIFICitlTIOK - (Cont inued)  

small garden occupied by t h e  Hayes s t a t u e .  No b o r d e r i n 2  co7 I P S ~b u i l d i n g s  are i n c l u d c d  
in t h e  nomination. The site around t h e  b u i l d i n g  is t he  same as uhen it was built in 1888. 










