
P- 
A,. 

Form 10-300 
( J b l y  1969)  

UNlTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE I Virg in i a  

I C O U N T Y  -1 
N A T I O N A L  R E G I S T E R  OF HISTORIC P L A C E S  

I N V E N T O R Y  - NOMINkTION F O R M  

C h r i s t  Church  
H I s r o n l c :  

Norfolk (in c i r . )  
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

( T y p e  all cnlries - conrplete applrcabfe sections) 

1 C k t s t  Church. 
2. LOCATION . -- 

) S T R C E T  A N C  NUMDER: I 

E N T R V  N U M B E R  

4.21 E-e Precmason S t .  
CITY  O R  TOWN:  

. *  

 coo^ C O U N T Y .  C O D E  

4 1 (in cit: .') 710 
--" -- . -- . - 

C A T E G O R Y  
(Clrcck One) 

OWNERSHIP 

- - -. - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - 

0 0 1 s t r i c 1  0;: ~ ~ ~ l d i ~ ~  0 Public Public Acquisition: D Oecvpiod Y e s :  

U Sito . 3 StrUctuve a P r i v a t ~  0 I n  Process @ Unoccupied Restricted . 
0 O b i c c ~  [7 Both 0 Being Considored' 

Unrasfrictsd 
Q f'resorvotion work 

i n  progress 

P R E S E N T  U S E  ( C h e c k  0 1 , c  or More  0 6  Appro~ t ln le )  

0 Agricultural ' Ilj Government 0 Pork 0 Transportation a Comments 

0 Cornmercral C lndustr~ol  Private Residence @ Othor ( ~ p o c i f ~ )  

Vacant 0' Edvcatiorol 0 Mil i tary  0 Religious - 
I Entortoinmcnt 0 Museum 0 Scionti i ic 

b 

-. I 

- . .  ! 4  O W N E R  OF PRO?ERTY - I O K h E R ' S  h A M C  - 

Nor lo lk Redevelopment and Hous ing  A u t h o r i  tly 
W S T R E E T  A N 0  NUMBER: 

W 1 , Uni ted  Virg in ia  Bank B u i l d i n g  
L/L CI T V  O R  TOWN:  ( S T A T E .  

NorfoLk 
- ,  * < 

I Virginia 
I' ., - 
, /. A A ,  

A > - ,  ' *  I 

COURTHOUSE.  R E G L S T R Y  OF DEEDS-EYC: I z o  

I C i L v  H a l l  
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER: 

S T A T E  

Norfo Lk Virgin ja 

IC Ame 
D A T E  O F  S U R V E Y :  7 958 
I z a 
DEPOSITORY F O R  S U R V E Y  R E C O R O S :  

L i b r a r y  of Congress 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER: rn 

I 
C I T Y  OR TOWN: 

Washington D. C. u P 
1 
m 

0 
Z 
r 
-< 



- - -  L 

* 7. E5SC RJFTION --- -,A 

(Chock Onc) I CONOlf ION - =  &) Dctcr~oro+ed R u i i 5  0 I J n ~ x p o ~ o d  

T (Chock One) 

An 1828 d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  C h r i s t  Church appear ing  i n  the American Beacon 
a p t l y  conveyed the v i s u a l  e f f e c t  of the b u i l d i n g  when i t  s t a t e d  : "It is 
modelled accord ing  t o  the c h a s t e s t  s t y l e  of Grecian architecture, and i n  
a l l  i t s  propor t ions  there is  a n  admirable correspondence; combining at t h e  
same time a l l  the e s s en t i a l s  of s t r e n g t h  and beauty." The stuccoed church 
is temple-form and is f ronted  by a d i a s t y l e  p o r t i c o  i n  a n t i s .  The two 
un f lu t ed  Greek Doric columns of  t h e  po r t i co  are given added emphasis by the 
red ,  whi te  and b lue  co lo r  scheme chosen by the last occupants of the ~ 

building. D i r e c t l y  above the p o r t i c o  i s  a broad r ec t angu la r  base f o r  the 
cupola .  The cupola  i s  divided i n t o  two po r t ions :  a lower square s e c t i o n  
t h a t  formerly housed a c lock ,  and an upper oceagonal s e c t i o n  o r  b e l f r y  
enclosed with louverd s h u t t e r s .  A11  t h r e e  elements of t h i s  ,roof s t r u c  Lure 
are topped by simple molded co rn ices .  

a Uool tcred  

Measuring approximately 64 f e e t  by 96 f e e t ,  the church is three bays deep. 
The t a l l ,  s emi -c i r cu l a r  toppcd windows of t h e s e  bays ,  a s  w e l l  a s  those on 
e i t h e r  s i d e  ol t h e  p o r t i c o  a r e  subdivided i n t o  arched s e c t i o n s  topped by 
roundcls .  Most of t h e  windows r e t a i n  t h e i r  s t a i n e d  g lass  memorials. 

0 Moved [14 Original Sile 

The main a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  church ' s  i n t e r i o r  are preserved but 
I changes appear  t o  have been made i n  the  c h o i r  and sanc tu ra ry  since the  

p re sen t  arrangement does not conform to  the 1828 d e s c r i p t i o n .  The altar is  
currently loca ted  i n  a semi -c i r cu l a r  r ib-vaul ted  apse that p r o j e c t s  from 

1 the main body of the  bu i ld ing ,  This apse is framed on the i n t e r i o r  by a ' semi-circular e n t a b l a t u r e  supported a t  e i t h e r  end by somewhat stumpy pa i r s  
of Greek Cor in th i an  pilasters. The original rear gallery supported on 
s lender  metal  columns is i n t a c t ,  a s  is the f l a t  r ibbed c e i l i n g .  A l l  the 

1 pews have been removed. 

( i f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R  AN C E  

" I  I 

I 
' 1 '  , , ;  , i ,  , , 8 .  . ! :  1,:. . - . I 8 , 1.. :.' 2: I. : 

While the  church is being preserved ,  i t  stands i n  only fair structural 
cond i t $op and . in a .poor $pate,  o f ,  ;r_epa%r, ..I . . . ., 
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8. i n  t h e  c i t y ,  which is s t i l l  a c t i v e  today, l e av ing  the C h r i s t  Church 
building vacant .  It was bought by t he  Norfolk Redevelopment and 
Housing Author i t y  i n  1960 which i s  seeking a buyer f o r  the  building 
on the c o n d i t i o n  that i t  w i l l  be r e s t o r e d .  

D A T E  

Christ Church survives as  one of t he  very  f e w  a n t e  bellum bu i ld ings  
i n  t h i s  venerab le  b u t  much changing c i t y ,  and as  an important  element 
i n  what i s  b e i n g  developed as  a compiex of h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  and 
museums i n  t h e  h e a r t  of the c i t y .  The church i s  a l s o  a n  important  
example of s o p h i s t i c a t e d  Greek Kevival a r c h i t e c t u r e  produced by l o c a l  
t a l e n t s .  Christ Church i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  important  f o r  the deep-seated 
r o o t s  of  i t s  first congrega t ion  and f o r  its a s s o c i a t i o n s  with va r ious  
o t h e r  elements o f  Nor fo lk ' s  s o c i a l  structure. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

.The a n t e c e d e n t s  o f  C h r i s t  ,Church can be t r a c e d  back t o  L637, t o  t h e  first 
church  o f  E l i zabe th  River Parish, Norfo lk  County, b u i l t  a t  S e w e l l ' s  p o i n t  
i n  t h a t  y e a r ,  In 1739 t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  this parish e r e c t e d  a l a r g e r  
b u i l d i n g ,  known f o r  a l m o s t  a c e n t u r y  as t h e  Borough Church, and now known 
a s  S t .  P a u l ' s  Ep i scopa l  Church. I n  1798 t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  Borough 
Church s p l i t  i n t o  two f a c t i o n s  o v e r  two rival ministers, and t h e  l a r g e r  
group removed itself and b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  C h r i s t  Church on Church S t r e e t .  
This church  was d e s t r o y e d  by fire i n  1827 and t h e  p r e s e n t  church  on 
Freemason S t r e e t  w a s  b u i l t  t o  r e p l a c e  i t  t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  In  t h e  meantime, 
t he  Borough Church was t aken  o v e r  by t h e  B a p t i s t s  and later by t h e  Negro 
B a p t i s t s  and f i n a l l y  f e l l  i n t o  d i s u s e .  Not u n t i l  1832, when t h e  congrega t i r in  
o f  C h r i s t  Church grew t o o  large, d i d  the Borough Church come back i n t o  u s e  
by an  E p i s c o p a l i a n  c o n g r e g a t i o n  which renamed i t  S t .  Pau1,'s. A g r e a t  
r i v a l r y  between the two c o n g r e g a t i o n s  existed f o r  many y e a r s  a s  t o  which 
church  was the r e a l  descendant from t h e  El izabe th  River Par ish .  

- .  . >. . I . > - .  m ! I  , > .  , ' . , ,  . . -  

The d e s i g n  o f  Christ Church has  been c r e d i t e d  t o  two peop le :  a l o c a l  
b u i l d e r ,  Levi Swain, and Thomas Williamson, a member o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  
The h ~ e r i c a n  Beacon f o r  November 1 2 ,  1928 s a i d  of t h e  church:  "This 
b e a u t i f u l  b u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d  byjMrL-Levi Swain, - a r c h i t e c t ,  * u n d e f ' t h e  1 
d i r e c  t i o n  o f  t h e  B u i l d i n g  Committee, . . I '  Will iamson,  t h e  c a s h i e r  o f  t h e  I 

V i r g i n i a  Bank and an amateur  a r c h i t e c t  is said t o  have drawn t h e  plans 
f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  were then used as a gu ide  f o r  Lev i  Swain. 

On May 1, 1879, Rober t  E. Lee a t t e n d e d  s e r v i c e s  a t  C h r i s t  Church. This was 
one o f  L e e ' s  last  public appearances  f o r  h e  d i e d  less t h a n  six months . 
l a t e r  . 

C h r i s t  Church was used by t h e  Episcopal ians u n t i l  1910 when t h e y  merged 
their c o n g r e g a t i o n  w i t h  S t  . Luke I s ,  a n o t h e r  downtown c h u r c h ,  and b u i l t  
C h r i s t  and S t .  Luke ' s  Church a t  Olney Road and S t o c k l e y  Gardens,  The 
Greek Orthodox c o n g r e g a t i o n  rented t h e  b u i l d i n g  on Freemason S t r e e t  
from 1911  t o  1918 when t h e y  purchased i t  f o r  $27,000. They occupied the 
b u i l d i n g  u n t i l  1955 when they moved i n t o  t h e i r  new church  on Granby S t r e e t .  
Between 1955 and 1960 t he  church  building w a s  used by t h e  House of Prayer 
f o r  A11 People ,  t h u s  becoming one o f  the 350 "heavens1' or d i s c i p l e  churches  
o f  Sweet Daddy Grace,  the famed Negro r e v i v a l i s t  who between 1921 and his 
d e a t h  i n  1960 amassed an e s t i m a t e d  three m i l l i o n  f o l l o w e r s  and a n  estate 
valued at $25 m i l l i o n .  On a J u l y  4 ,  1951, v i s i t  t o  Nor fo lk ,  Daddy Grace 
bapt ized  2300 people.  It w a s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  his Nor fo lk  f o l l o w i n g  numbered 
10, P Tn l Q h n  h l c  r n  
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