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The Crawford House Hotel  i s  a four-and-a-half  s t o r y  brick s t r u c t u r e  
covered by a gab le  roof  w i t h  f o u r  pedimented dormers on bo th  t h e  f r o n t  
and rear facades .  The dormers a r e  f l anked  on e i t h e r  s i d e  by two i n t e r i o r  
end chimneys. The brickwork o f  t h e  f r o n t  facade i s  f i n e l y  l a i d  Flemish 
bond, w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  three s i d e s  are i n  American bond. The ground 
f l o o r  o f  t h i s  f acade  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  shops ,  t h e  bays o f  which are 
s e p a r a t e d  by r e c t a n g u l a r  s t o n e  p o s t s  s u p p o r t i n g  s t o n e  l i n t e l s ,  thus  
c r e a t i n g  the e f f e c t  of  a t en-bay  colonnade.  Except: f o r  t he  l o s s  o f  the 
smal l  pane s a s h  and t h e  a d d i t i o n  of s e v e r a l  s i g n s ,  t h e  s t o r e  f r o n t s  have 
been l i t t l e  a l t e r e d .  

The b u i l d i n g  f e a t u r e s  d i m i n u t i o n  of t h e  f e n e s t r a t i o n  size i n  t h e  t h r e e  
principal f l o o r s .  Near ly  a l l  t h e  windows r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  s a s h  
w i t h  much o f  t h e i r  o l d  g l a s s .  T-he-window surrounds a r e  o f  the s i m p l e s t  
form and are suppor ted  on r e c t a n g u l a r  woodeh s i l ls .  Old i l l u s t r a t i o n s  , 
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p resence  o f  p i n t l e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t he  windows, 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  one t i m e  t h e r e  were e x t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s .  The s i m p l i c i t y  
o f  the window trim is matched by t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  of the  c o r n i c e ,  which 
is merely a tlwo-course c o r b e l .  

The p u b l i c  and g u e s t  rooms o f  t h e  h o t e l  were o r i g i n a l l y  reached by an 
e x t e r i o r  double  staircase on t h e  s i d e  (Queen S t r e e t )  o f  t h e  bu i l d ing .  
E x t e r i o r  s t a i r c a s e s  o f  this t y p e  were  a t y p i c a l  f e a t u r e  o f  many Por tsmout  
townhouses o f  the  e a r l y - t o - m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tury .  The stairs ascended t 
a smtl l and ing  covered by a f l a t  r o o f .  

. , . ' 7 . .  . . ,  ' . . , -  . , . ,  ~. ' _ ~ . ' I ; .  " _  

Although t he  i n t e r i o r  of the Crawford House has been a l t e r e d  by t h e  
a d d i t i o n  o f  many - ex'tra! p a r t  i t l ions ,  the  b a s i c  o r i g i n a l  layoti-t of  t h e  
f l o o r s  can  be d e t e c t e d ,  S u r v i v i n g  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  f a b r i c  i n c l u d e s  

,most o f -  the"wide board f l o b r - s  ; i n t e r i o r  window t r i m ,  staircases (now 
e n c l o s e d ) ,  and some baseboards .  The s imple  b u t  r e f i n e d  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  

, s u r v i v i n g  woodwork i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the '  b r i g i n a l  mante l s ,  few o f  wh ich  
remain,  a l s o  were p robab ly  q u i t e  plain. 

~ e k p i t e  i t s  use f o r  a v a r i e t y  of f u n c t i o n s ,  the Crawford House s u r v i v e s  
i n  remarkably good c o n d i t i o n .  There appear  t o  be no major c r a c k s  in t h e  
walls nor  s a g s  i n  t h e  f l o o r s .  A two-s tory  a d d i t i o n  on t h e  rear o f  t h e  
bu i l d ing  is  the major e x t e r i o r  change.  

The Crawford House is l o c a t e d  i n  a Redevelopment and Housing p r o j e c t ,  
The Crawford P r o j e c t  (VA-R-53), c o n s i s t i n g  o f  58 a c r e s .  The f i n a n c i n g  
i s  being shared between t h e  P e d e r a l  and Municipal  
r e s p e c t i v e  amounts o f  $5,815,624.00 and $3,296,911.00. 
o f  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  and o t h e r s  i n  the same b l o c k  is 
adver t i sement  for  b i d s  sometime by t h e  end of t h e  
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T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F t C A N C E  

The Crawford House Hotel w a s  e rec ted  i n  1835 by J. W, Col l in s  and 
w a s  named i n  honor of  Williarq Crawford, the founder of Portsmouth. 
The four-and-a-half s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w a s  not  on ly  Portsmouth's first 
h o t e l ,  b u t  f o r  a time was its t a l l e s t  building as w e l l .  The impressive 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  quickly gained a repu ta t i on  fo r  being " the  most f a sh ionab l  
p lace  i n  Portsmouth. I '  The h o t e l  en t e r t a ined  many d i s t i ngu i shed  guests, 
inc lud ing  P re s iden t  Martin Van Buren,  wi th  h i s  S e c r e t a r i e s  of  W a r  and 
Wavy i n  1838; President John T y l e r  i n  1843; President  James K ,  Polk 
and Mrs. Polk  i n  1846; and Pres ident  M i l l a r d  Fillmore and Major General 
W i n f i e l d  S c o t t  i n  1851. 

The Crawford House i s  one of the rare surv iv ing  examples of e a r l y  urban 
h o t e l s ,  succes so r s  t o  the  counLry inns and taverns .  I t  p o s t d a t e s  by 
on ly  six yea r s  130ston1s Tremont House (demolished 1894), considered t o  
be t he  first modern h o t e l  i n  America. Dif fe r ing  from eighteenth- 
century  i nns ,  t he  Crawf ord House ' s., £ irs t f loo-r .. co.n.tgined a- row pf ... . - I , _ _  

fash ionable  shops,  with t he  pub l i c  rooms on t h e  second f l o o r  and t h r e e  
upper f l o o r s  o f  gues t  rooms, The ho, te l  . . is  a.1s.o a.,:f+nely sca1e.d example 
of unornamen ted  Greek Revival commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e  . ' I t s  r e l i a n c e  
on l i n e  and propor t ion  r a t h e r  than decora t ive  motifs  f o r  a e s t h e t i c  effec 
foreshadowed the  r e f i n e d  , unornamented commercial and industr ia-1.  s t r u c  t u  
of the  e a r l y - t w e n t i e t h  cen tury .  
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