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SCOTT-CLAIU<E IIOUSE -- A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Dfsc r ip t ion  ! 
The Scot t -Clarke  House is a two-story,  b r i c k ,  Greek Revival 

mansion wi th  four  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys and a f l a t  roof .  On the  th ree -  
bayed en t r ance  facade,  two t r i p l e  windows f l a n k  a Grecian Doric p o r t i c o .  
The grey g r a n i t e  used i n  the  f r o n t  s t e p s ,  the  b e l t  course ,  and t h e  r e t a in ing  
w a l l  suppor t ing  the  c a s t - i r o n  fence i n  f r o n t  of t h e  house is echoed i n  t h e  
l i n t e l s  and s i l l s  of t h e  facade.  

Typical  of Richmond Greek Revival town-houses, t h e r e  i s  a 
two-level ,  fou r  bay, wooden porch a c r o s s  the  back, supported by un f lu t ed  
Doric columns on each l e v e l .  On t h e  second f l o o r ,  h a l f  of  t h e  porch has 
been enclosed.  

Behind t h e  house, t h e r e  is a f l a t - r o o f e d ,  double b u i l d i n g  
of b r i c k  wi th  a s tone  a d d i t i o n .  The b r i c k  po r t ion  was most probably the  
s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s  wh i l e  t h e  s tone  s e c t i o n  appears  t o  be a l a t e r  s t r u c t u r e .  

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  house has  been cons iderably  a l t e r e d .  
Walls have been added, and f i r e p l a c e s  and pine f l o o r s  have been covered up 
i n  t h e  conversion t o  o f f i c e  use.  I t  i s  s t i l l  p o s s i b l e ,  however, t o  see  
the  f i r s t  f l o o r  p l an ,  composed of  a r ec t angu la r  en t r ance  h a l l ,  two l a r g e  
rooms a c r o s s  the  back of  t h e  house, f ac ing  t h e  garden, and a double pa r lou r  
on the  r i g h t  s i d e  of  t h e  h a l l .  The s t a i rway  is tucked i n t o  t h e  northwest  
c o m e r  of t h e  en t r ance  h a l l  and ascends a c r o s s  a f r o n t  window. The wood- 
work i n  t h e  house i s  of  t h e  s imples t  Greek Revival s t y l e ,  and t h e  mantels 
t h a t  a r e  v i s i b l e  a r e  of a ve ry  p l a i n  des ign  i n  wood. The o r i g i n a l  r a i l i n g  
of  t h e  s t a i r  remains. 
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SCOTT-CLARKE HOUSE - -  Sign i f i cance  

When James S c o t t  b u i l t  h i s  Greek Revival mansion i n  
1841 on a  qua r t e r squa re  t h a t  had once been p a r t  of the  garden of "Moldavia" 
( t h e  home b u i l t  by David Meade Randolph i n  1800), he added a  second c l a s s i -  
c a l  no te  t o  F i f t h  S t r e e t ,  fol lowing t h e  Bransford House of  1840 and s e t t i n g  
a  precedent  f o r  t h e  subsequent B a r r e t t  and Nol t ing  houses. 

F i f t h  S t r e e t  had a  r e v i v a l  of  p o p u l a r i t y  i n  the  18401s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  among s u c c e s s f u l  tobacconis t s  l i k e  James S c o t t .  Born i n  
Scotland i n  1773, S c o t t  emigrated t o  Virg in ia  i n  1798, f i r s t  s e t t l i n g  i n  
Manchester i n  t h e  tobacco expor t ing  bus iness .  When he married a  daughter  
of Archibald Freeland,  he l i ved  wi th  h i s  fa ther - in- law f o r  n e a r l y  twenty 
yea r s  be fo re  bu i ld ing  h i s  own house on F i f t h  S t r e e t .  S c o t t  d i ed  i n  1861, 
but  h i s  w i fe  and daughter ,  E l l en ,  l i ved  on i n  t h e  house. 

E l l e n  S c o t t  married Captain Maxwell T. Clarke ,  a  g r e a t  
f a v o r i t e  i n  Richmond, descr ibed  a s  "e rec t ,  of  p a t r i c i a n  appearance,  and a  
most e n t e r t a i n i n g  t a l k e r . "  A Confederate  ve t e ran ,  he r a n  t h e  tobacco 
company of  S c o t t  and Clarke wi th  h i s  bro ther - in- law,  James A. S c o t t ,  f o r  
many yea r s  before  becoming a s s i s t a n t  c a s h i e r  of R. L. C h r i s t i a n  and Co. 
He d ied  i n  1911. 

The Clarkes l i ved  i n  t h e  house u n t i l  1897. I t  has  
s i n c e  passed through many hands and i s  now owned by M r .  C .  C .  E l l i o t t e ,  
who has ren ted  i t  t o  t h e  Richmond Guano Company s i n c e  about  1946. 

The e x t e r i o r  of t h e  Scott-Clarke House d i f f e r s  only 
s l i g h t l y  from t h e  neighboring B a r r e t t  mansion. Together,  t h e  houses 
evoke most c l e a r l y  t h e  atmosphere and c h a r a c t e r  of F i f t h  S t r e e t  i n  the  
1840 ' s .  While o t h e r  Greek Revival houses of t h a t  neighborhood have been 
moved o r  demolished, t h e s e  two remain a s  symbols of ~ i c h m o n d ' s  an tebel lum 
p r o s p e r i t y .  



liouscs o f  O l d  Ricl~nloud, Phry  Wingfield S c o t t  
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Deed Books 39, p. 374; 161c, p.463; 169A, p.421; 223A, p.94; 372B, p.56; 

341B, p.437; 371D, p.303; 393D, p.332. 
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