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1. Nama of Promrty 
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2. Location 
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3. Claulflcatlon 
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q public-local dlatrlci 2 - bulldlngo 

public-State site - -8Ite8 
public-Federal q structure - - alructuroa 

q object - 1 objwtr 
2 -Total 
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Applicable National Register Criteria A 6 C D 

Criteria Consideratiis (Exceptions) UA B UC OD E OF OG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories horn instrucihs) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
ARCHITECTURE 1898-1940 1898-1900 
ETHNIC HERITAGE: BLACK 1936 
SOCIAL HISTORY 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/ A 

Significant Person ArchitectlBullder 
James. the  Rev. Arthur L. Markley, Chris topher  ( con t rac to r )  

N e e i n s .  Henrv Hartwell ( c h u r L  
C n w a n .  P.R. [ ~ w h  

State significance of property, and justi criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of signifkance noted above. 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

First Baptist Church occupies an elevated site at 407 North 
Jefferson Street a few blocks north of the heart of downtowf 
Roanoke in the core area of the historic Gainsboro neighborhood. 
The large six-bay nave-plan brick church was built in 1898-1900 
and features a clipped gable roof and a front bell tower. 
Romanesque and Gothic style influences are evident in the ex- 
terior form and detailing of the church. On the interior are a 
first-floor fellowship hall and a second-floor sanctuary with 
monumental open roof trusses. Adjoining the church on the north 
side and included in the nomination is a one-story Parish Hall 
dating to 1936. 

First Baptist Church is constructed of brick laid in a five- 
course American bond and is embellished with decorative 
brickwork. Arched corbeling runs under the eaves on the front 
elevation. The side elevations are divided into six bays by 
piers with corbeling at the top of the bays. On the rear eleva- 
tion rise two flues with ogee-arched recessed panels, corbeling, 
and stepped caps. The principal entry to the church, located at 
the base of the bell tower, is surmounted by a Gothic arch with a 
corbeled archivolt that springs from a corbeled belt course. The 
bell tower has other decorative corbeling. 

The bell tower is centered on the front elevation and is divided 
into four sections. The lowest section contains the aforemen- 
tioned principal entry. The second section has three small 
lancet-arched windows set one above the other. The third section 
contains the belfry and has louvered lancet-arched openings on 
all four sides. The fourth or top section has three lancet- 
arched windows to a side, the middle windows taller than the 
others and extending up into four gables. Above the gables at 
the top of the bell towe5 rises a metal-sheathed spire with a 
decorative metal finial. 

The principal clipped gable roof of the church is sheathed in 
variegated slate shingles. At the middle of the roof ridge is a 
ventilation cupola with a pyramidal roof and rectangular louvered 
vents flanked by lancet-arched panels. On the sides of the roof 
are gabled dormers with louvered vents behind quatrefoil open- 
ings. The rear gable is sheathed with plain slate shingles and 
has a circular louvered vent. The roof has a metal cove cornice. 


































