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1. Name of Property
historic name First Baptist Church
other names/site number  VDHR Site No. 128-37

2, Lacation
strest & number 407 North Jeffersop Street, NW N/A [not for publication
city, town Roanoke N/A Vlc'n'tv
state  Virginia code VA county (city) code 770 Zip code 24016
3. Classification
Qwnership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(x] private [x] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
] public-local (] district 2 bulldings
[ public-State [ site sites
("] public-Federal [ structure structures

[ object 1 cbjects

2 1 Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed In the National Register __-0=_____

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated suthorlty under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1988, as amanded, | hereby certify that this
nomination [ request for determination of eligibllity meets the documentation standards for reglistering properties In the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 38 CFR Part 60.

In my ojlzlon. the property E meeta [_1does not meet the National Register criteria. Clses ocntlnumllcgn l%o;t 90
Signature of qertitying officiai Date

Director, VA Department of Historic Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau

in my opinion, the property (] meets [_] does not meet the Nationai Register criteria. [_]Ses continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting ot other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
|, heraby, certify that this property is:
") entered in the National Register.
D Sse continuation shest.
Ddetermlnad eligible for the National
Register. [_]See continuation sheet.
("] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

["]removed from the National Register.
[lother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



rétatmntof§lgglfm
COrﬂfying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Ulnationally  [X] statewide [iocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ XA [X]8 [X]c [Jbo

Criteria Considerations (Exceptionsy [ JA [ 18 [ Jc [Jo [Je [Jr e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE 1898-1940 1898-1900
ETHNIC HERITAGE: BLACK 1936

SOCIAL HISTORY

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
James, the Rev. Arthur L. Markley, Christopher (contractor) B

Hyeeins, Henry Hartwell (church)

Cowan, P.R. (parish hall)
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

X] See continuation shest
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7. D IPTTON

First Baptist Church occupies an elevated site at 407 North
Jefferson Street a few blocks north of the heart of downtown
Roanoke in the core area of the historic Gainsboro neighborhood.
The large six-bay nave-plan brick church was built in 1898-1900
and features a clipped gable roof and a front bell tower.
Romanesque and Gothic style influences are evident in the ex-
terior form and detailing of the church. ©On the interior are a
first-floor fellowship hall and a second-floor sanctuary with
monumental open roof trusses. Adjoining the church on the north
side and included in the nomination is a one-story Parish Hall
dating to 193s.

First Baptist Church is constructed of brick 1laid in a five-
course American bond and is embellished with decorative
brickwork. Arched corbeling runs under the eaves on the front
elevation. The side elevations are divided into six bays by
piers with corbeling at the top of the bays. On the rear eleva-
tion rise two flues with ogee-arched recessed panels, corbeling,
and stepped caps. The principal entry to the church, located at
the base of the bell tower, is surmounted by a Gothic arch with a
corbeled archivolt that springs from a corbeled belt course. The
bell tower has other decorative corbeling.

The bell tower is centered on the front elevation and is divided
into four sections. The lowest section contains the aforemen-
tioned principal entry. The second section has three small
lancet-arched windows set one above the other. The third section
contains the belfry and has louvered lancet-arched openings on
all four sides. The fourth or top section has three lancet-
arched windows to a side, the middle windows taller than the
others and extending up into four gables. Above the gables at
the top of the bell towef rises a metal-sheathed spire with a
decorative metal finial.

The principal clipped gable roof of the church is sheathed in
variegated slate shingles. At the middle of the roof ridge is a
ventilation cupola with a pyramidal roof and rectangular louvered
vents flanked by lancet-arched panels. On the sides of the roof
are gabled dormers with louvered vents behind guatrefoil open-
ings. The rear gable is sheathed with plain slate shingles and
has a circular louvered vent. The roof has a metal cove cornice.



















































