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Bayvi l le  Farm l i e s  i n  the  broad, open f l a t l a n d s  of  V i r g i n i a  Reach o n  t h e  
western s i d e  of  Lynnhaven Bay. P r e s e n t l y  approached from t h e  west a long a 
s e r v i c e  road which passes the  modern farmstead,  t h e  house r e t a i n s  i t s  now-
unused c a r r i a g e  road, f lanked by long,  s t r a i g h t  rows o f  boxwood s t r e t c h i n g  
sou th  from the  f r o n t  ga t e .  

The house a t  Bayvi l l f  Farm i s  a two-story, double-p i le ,  frame s t r u c t u r e  
covered wi th  weatherboards and having b r i c k  ends and a basement l a i d  i n  
three-course American bond. Each facade  has f i v e  bays w i t h  nine-over-nine 
sa sh  on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  and n ine-over-s ix  s a s h  o n  t h e  second. Four ped i -

I 
mented dormers wi th  s ix -ove r - s ix  s a s h  l i g h t  each roof plane.  A t  e i t h e r  end 
of  the  house i s  a p a i r  of chimneys wi th  c o r b e l l e d  caps. A pedimented t e t r a -
s t y l e  Roman Coric  porch s h e l t e r s  t h e  en t r ance  on each f r o n t .  The porches ,  
along wi th  a porch on t h e  e a s t  end, may d a t e  from t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  o r  
e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  century.  A porch on t h e  west  end was b u i l t  sometime a f t e r  

VI 
1919. 
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The house has  a c e l l a r  under t h e  western rooms and t h e  passage on ly .  A rn 
wooden g r i l l  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  w a l l  o f  t h e  c e l l a r ,  f ac ing  on t h e  crawl space  -
under t h e  o t h e r  two rooms, sugges ts  t h a t  t h e  house was b u i l t  i n  two s t a g e s .  zThe two d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e s  o f  woodwork found u p s t a i r s  r e i n f o r c e  t h i s  b e l i e f  
arid sugges t  a d a t e  i n  t h e  1840s f o r  t h e  second s t a g e .  The f irst  s e c t i o n  is VI 

documented as  having been b u i l t  i n  1827. --I 
a 

I n  t h e  c e n t r a l  passage i s  a p l a i n  Fede ra l  s t a i r  having a s l e n d e r  tu rned  C 
newel, d i agona l ly  s e t  square  b a l u s t e r s ,  p l a i n  sawn spandre l  b r a c k e t s  and n
f l a t  paneled s i d e s .  Flush wainscot ing wi th  a molded c h a i r  r a i l  ex tends  
around t h e  hallway and meets t h e  s t a i r  dado i n  a s t r a n g e  manner, a t  t h e  1-
f o u r t h  r i s e r .  An e l l i p t i c a l  a r ch  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  entryway f rom. the  s t a i r .  
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More f l u s h  wainscot ing i s  found i n  t h e  f r o n t  p a r l o r  which is a l s o  decora t ed  
wi th  a  mantel  c o n s i s t i n g  of  engaged f l u t e d  Doric quarter-columns s u p p o r t i n g  
a mantel s h e l f  wi th  a d e n t i l  co rn ice  broken around t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  b locks  
and c e n t r a l  t a b l e t .  The t a b l e t  and b locks  a r e  embell ished w i t h  r eeded  
e l l i p t i c a l  pa t e rae .  S i m i l a r  woodwork i s  found i n  t h e  d in ing  room, excep t  
t h a t  t h e  mantel  is somewhat p l a i n e r  and t h e  d e n t i l s  and some o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  
a r e  omi t ted .  The doorways and windows i n  t h i s  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  house have 
a r c h i t r a v e  frames. 

The two e a s t e r n  rooms d i f f e r  from t h e  e a r l i e r  ones i n  having heavy symmet-
rical2.y molded t r i m  w i t h  p l a i n  square  co rne r  b locks  i n  t h e  manner of  Asher 
Benjamin. The dado and wainscot i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  room a r e  o r i g i n a l ,  however 
the  Federa l  mantel  came from a Norfol house and was i n s t a l l e d  by t h e  
p resen t  owner's mother. It has convex p i l a s t e r s ,  a c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  i n  t h e  
f r i e z e ,  and a h e a v i l y  molded, bo ld ly  p r o j e c t i n g  c o r n i c e  s h e l f .  The f r i e z e  
i s  excep t iona l ly  broad and the  p i l a s t e r s ,  a r c h i t r a v e ,  and upper  p o r t i o n  of  
t h e  f r i e z e  a r e  a l l  reeded. The n o r t h e a s t  room has  been modernized t o  s e r v e  
as  a k i tchen .  

An e a r l y  o u t b u i l d i n g  surv ived  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  house u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  when 
i t  was demolished and a gues t  house was e r e c t e d  us ing  b r i c k s  from t h e  o l d e r  
bu i ld ing  f o r  i t s  chimney, 
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Bayv i l l e  Farm on the  Lynnhaven River  i s  noted f o r  i t s  handsome ear ly-n ine-
teenth-century  p l a n t a t i o n  house--a l a r g e ,  formal ,  frame s t r u c t u r e  wi th  b r i c k  
ends. This  l a t t e r  f e a t u r e  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of many houses i n  t h e  Chesa-
peake Bay region ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Eas te rn  Shore. The house and surrounding 
grounds form the  co re  of one o f  the  l a s t  major working farms i n  r a p i d l y  
developing V i r g i n i a  Beach. B e  land shows evidence of having been occupied 
s i n c e  the  seventeenth cen tu ry ,  making por t ions  o f  i t  p o t e n t i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a rchaeo log ica l  s i t e s .  

The house was b u i l t  by P e t e r  S ing le ton  (1804-bef. 1844) on l ands  i n h e r i t e d  
from h i s  =ather ;  I saac  S ing le ton ,  and g randfa the r ,  John Thoroughgood. 
S ing le ton  con t rac ted  with Jacob Hunter i n  1826 f o r  the  e r e c t i o n  o f  a house 
on Church Point  P l a n t a t i o n ,  a s  h e  c a l l e d  i t .  The young owner mortgaged t h e  
p roper ty  t o  James R. Hubard t o  secure  a loan  t o  pay t h e  b u i l d e r ' s  f e e  o f  
$3,000. S ing le ton  may never  have l i v e d  i n  h i s  new house. Deeply i n  deb t ,  
perhaps a s  a r e s u l t  of gambling, he s o l d  the  p l a n t a t i o n  i n  1828 t o  James 
Garr i son  o f  Norfolk f o r  $5,000. The Garrisons c a l l e d  t h e  farm Bayside 
P lan ta t ion .  I n  1844, they ,  too ,  mortgaged t h e  farm, perhaps t o  f inance  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the  e a s t  rooms. 

Bayvi l le  has passed through s e v e r a l  owners s i n c e  the  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry ,  
coming i n t o  the  family O F  t he  c u r r e n t  owners i n  1919. It i s  they who have 

I 
given Bayvil le  Farm i t s  p resen t  name. 
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iWhite, Laura, "Development S k i r t s  Bayvi l le  F a m s  ,"V i r g i n i a n - p i l o t ,  l :orfolk,  

Va. September 22, 1974. 
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As the des ignated  S t a t e  Liaison Off icer  for the  Na- 1 
 I hereby cer t i fy  ihat  t h i s  proper ty  is included i n  t h e  

t ional  His tor ic  P re se rva t i on  Act of  1966 ( P u b l i c  I.aw 


89-665). I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion  Na t i ana l  Regis ter .  


i n  t h e  Nat ional  Reg i s t e r  and cer t i fy  tha t  i t  h a s  been 


evalua ted  accordine, to  t h e  c-i teria and p r o c e ~ r e s  s e t  


forth by the Nat ional  Park Servtce.  T h e  recommended 


leve l  of s i gn i f i cance  of t h i s  nomination is: 
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ATTEST: 
I IV i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  and marks ~ommiss ion~ l  

JIJi\l 1 7 2375 
Keeper of The Nstlonal Regrster 
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6.  REPRESEFlTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS I 
( 2 )  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 

1975 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor  S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  code:  51 

Svirndary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  
The b o u n d a r i e s  have been drawn t o  t a k e  i n  t h e  i~.: l- icdiate yard o f  t h e  
kinuse and a n  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  v i s t .  t o  P l e a s u r e  House Creek  s o  as t o  
t h e  h o u s e ' s  i d e n t i E i c z t i o n  w i t h  t h e  w a t e r .  

G P O  9 2 1 . 7 2 4  



R O A D S  





