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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGIMAL (if known) PHYSICAL ARPEARANCE

Bayville Farm lies in the broad, open flatlands of Virginia Beach on the
western side of Lynnhaven Bay. Presently approached from the west along a
service road which passes the modern farmstead, the house retains its now-
unused carxriage road, flanked by long, straight rows of boxwood stretching
south from the front gate.

The house at Bayville Farm is a two-story, double-pile, frame structure
covered with weatherboards and having brick ends and a basement laid in
three-course American bond. Each facade has five bays with nine-over-nine
sash on the first floor and nine-over-six sash on the second. TFour pedi-
mented dormers with six-over-six sash light each roof plane. At either end

of the house is a pair of chimneys with corbelled caps. A pedimented tetral

style Roman Doric porch shelters the entrance on each front. The porches,
along with a porch on the east end, may date from the late nineteenth or

early twentieth century. A porch on the west end was built sometime after
1919, '

The house has a cellar under the western rooms and the passage only., A
wooden grill in the eastern wall of the cellar, facing on the crawl space
under the other two rooms, suggests that the house was built in two stages.
The two different styles of woodwork found upstairs reinforce this belief
and suggest a date in the 1840s for the second stage. The first section is
documented as having been built in 1827,

In the central passage is a plain Federal stair having a slender turned
newel, diagonally set square balusters, plain sawn spandrel brackets and
flat paneled sides. Flush wainscoting with a molded chair rail extends
around the hallway and meets the stair dado in a strange manner, at the
fourth riser. An elliptical arch separates the entryway from-the stair.

More flush wainscoting is found in the front parlor which is also decorated
with a mantel consisting of engaged fluted Doric quarter-columns supporting
a mantel shelf with a dentil cormice broken around the entablature blocks
and central tablet, The tablet and blocks are embellished with reeded
elliptical paterae. Similar woodwork is found in the dining room, except
that the mantel is somewhat plainer and the dentils and some of the details
are omitted. The doorways and windows in this portion of the house have
architrave frames,

The two eastern rooms differ from the earlier ones in having heavy symmet-
rically molded trim with plain square corner blocks in the manner of Asher
Benjamin. The dade and wainscot in the southeast room are original, however
the Federal mantel came from a Norfol': house and was installed by the
present owner's mother. It has convex pilasters, a central tablet in the
frieze, and a heavily molded, boldly projecting cornice shelf. The frieze
is exceptionally broad and the pilasters, architrave, and upper portion of
the frieze are all reeded. The northeast room has been modernized to serve
as a kitchen.

An early outbuilding survived to the east of the house until recently, when
it was demolished and a guest house was erected using bricks from the older

building for its chimney, DTU
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bayville Farm on the Lynnhaven River is noted for its handsome early-nine-
teenth-century plantation house--a large, formal, frame structure with brick
ends. This latter feature is characteristic of many houses in the Chesa-
peake Bay region, especially the Eastern Shore. The house and surrounding
grounds form the core of one of the last major working farms in rapidly
developing Virginia Beach. The land shows evidence of having been occupied
since the seventeenth century, making portions of it potentially significant
archaeological sites.

The house was built by Peter Singleton (1804-bef. 1844) on lands inherited -
from his Tather; Isaac Singleton, and grandfather, John Thoroughgood.
Singleton contracted with Jacob Hunter in 1826 for the erection of a house
on Church Point Plantation, as he called it. The young owner mortgaged the
property to James R, Hubard to secure a loan to pay the builder's fee of
§3,000. Singleton may never have lived in his new house. Deeply in debt,
perhaps as a result of gambling, he sold the plantation in 1828 to James
Garrison of Norfolk for $5,000., The Garrisons called the farm Bayside
Plantation. 1In 1844, they, too, mortgaged the farm, perhaps to finance the
construction of the east rooms.

Bayville has passed through several owners since the mid-nineteenth century,
coming into the family of the current owners in 1919. It is they who have
given Bayville Farm its present name.
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7. DESCRIPTION

Boundary Justificacion

The boundaries have been drawn to take iu the inmediate yard of the
house and an upioterrupted vist. to Pleasure House Creek so as to preserv
tihe house's identification with the water.
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