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1Cl1e Bo te tou r t  County Court House is a three-par  t conpos i r ion  c o n s i s t i n g  of 
3 t a l l  two-story, rea~plc-form c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  f lanked by low two-story wings. 
Designed i n  a p r o v i n c i a l  Greek Revival s t y l e ,  t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  i s  f ronted  
by a t e t r a s t y l e  Greek Doric p o r t i c o  of unf lu ted  s tucco  columns suppor t ing  a 
p l a i n  e n t a b l a t u r e  and ped imen t ,  The wings a r e  covered by shal low h i p p e d  
r o o f s ,  and the two bays of each wing a r e  framed by p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  an 
e n t a b l a t u r e  s i m i l a r  i n  form but sma l l e r  i n  s c a l e  t o  t h a t  on t h e  c e n t e r  
s e c t i o n .  The f i r s t  and second f l o o r  windows of t he  wings a r e  Lreated a s  
s i n g l e  units, having e i g h t - o v e r - e i g h t  lower sash and f o q - o v e r - f o u r  u p p e r  

, . 
sa sh  w i t h  unornamentcd pane l s .  between. The Lower s e c t i o n s  o f  the  inne r  
windows i n  each of the  wings, however, have been converted i n t o  doors .  
The f i r s t  f l o o r  windows i n  the  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  a r e  t r e a t e d  i n  s i m i l a r  form 
as those  o f  che wings. The upper s a sh  of t hese  windows a p p a r e n t l y  w e r e  
o r i g i n a l l y  intended t o  l i g h t  j u ry  rooms i n  t h e  g a l l e r y .  

Altorad 0 Unaltorod 

. . I .  : . - I .  ; < ~ , , a : - ,  

U n t i l  t he  r e c e n t  fire t h e  apex of  the  roof w a s  copped by a s q u a r e  belfry 
with coupled p i l a s t r e s  a t  the co rne r s  and a c lock  face on a l l  four  s i d e s .  
Crowning  he b e l f r y  was a shal low dome o u t  of which projec ted  a  s h o r t  
hexagonal s p i r e  topped by a weather vane i n  the form of an  arrow. 

n Moved a Original Silo 

A l l  o f  the c o u r t  house ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s  a r e  either whitewashed wood 
o r  s t u c c o ,  and t h u s  s tand  our  i n  s t r o n g  c o n t r a s t  t o  t he  red b r i c k  w a l l s .  
The w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  very  even F l e m i s h  bond which i s  accented by penci led  
j o i n t s .  The o r i g i n a l  e x t e r i o r  form of t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  i n t e r r u p t e d  by t h r e e  
p r i n c i p a l  a d d i t i o n s :  a  v a u l t  room behind the west  wing, and two v a u l t  rooms 
behind t h e  e a s t  wing o r  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  

E S C R I D E  T H E  PRESENT A N D  O R I G 4 N A L  ( I t  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

, . . . : . . -  . . - -  .. - . >  ' - I 

T.he...inte'riiirl 'bbf tlie c e n t e r  s e c  r ion ,  as o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  contained a high 
c e i l i n g  c0ur.t room on the f i r s t  , f l oo r  l e v e l ,  The bench f o r  t h i s  c o u r t  .room . \ I . \  . . .  
was- 02 t h e  'hof t f i  wall, d i r e c c l y  oppo$'iile the front.  door. One a p p a r e n t l y  
en t e red  the c o u r t  ropm beneath a g a l l e r y  t h a t  contained ju ry  rooms f ron ted  
by a bi'l-cony. ''?his '& 1 lery '  seems- t o  liavc been reached by two s r r a i g h t  
f l i g h t s o f  s t a i r s  l oca t ed  against t he  s i d e , w a l l s .  It i s  unce r t a in  how the  
f l o o r  ' l'eve 1 above the  c o u r t  room was d iv ided  o r  used. 

The o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  scheme was completely reversed  i n  1918 dur ing  a  
remodeling of the b u i l d i n g  diesigned by a Roanoke a r c h i t e c t ,  G. R ,  Ragan. 
The f i r s c  f l o o r  became a low c e i l i n g  space  d iv ided  i n t o  o f f i c e s  on e i c h e r  s i  
of a c e n t r a l  c o r r i d o r .  The new second f l o o r  l e v e l  con ta in ing  a high ce i l i ng  
c o u r t  room was reached by a wide stair  oppos i t e  t h e  en t r ance .  The bench of  
t h i s  new c o u r t  room w a s  d i r e c t l y  over t h e  f r o n t  door .  The i n r e r i o r  of the 
wings a l s o  were remodelled i n  1918, thus  l eav ing  l i t t l e  i f  any original 
i n t e r i o r  t r i m  i n  che bu i ld ing .  The 1918 i n t e r i o r  of the c e n t e r  s e c t i o n ,  
as w e l l  as t h e  o r i g i n a l  roof framing was completely des t royed  by t h e  f i r e  
o f  December 1970. PLans a r e  being m d e  t o  r e b u i l d  the i n t e r i o r  of the 
b u i l d i n g  and r e t u r n  i t  t o  a func t ioning  c o u r t  house. . ,  . 
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The p re sen t  ~ b t e  tour  t county ~ A u r t  House i n  Fincas  t l e  pstdates two 
earlier courthouse bu i ld ings .  The f i r s t  c o u r t  house, completed i n  1773, 
was rep laced  around 1818 by a more s u b s t a n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  acco rd ing  
to  drawings and i n s t r u c t i o n s  provided by Thomas J e f f e r s o n .  A des ign  f o r  a 
new c o u r t  house  w a s  reques ted  of  M r .  J e f f e r s o n  by his f r i e n d  J a m e s  
Breckenridge,  a l ead ing  c i t i z e n  o f  Bo te tou r t  County. Although . J e f f e r son ' s  
drawings do n o t  survive, t h e i r  one time e x i s t e n c e  i s  confirmed'by a l e r t e r  
from J e f f e r s o n  t o  Breckinr idge  d a t e d  October 6,  1818, where J e f f e r s o n  state 
that he had found time t o  complete t he  drawings and t h a t  he was forwarding 
them by mail "with t he  exp lana t ions  accompanying them." The second 

I . '  B o t e t o u r t c o u r r t  house and the  Buckingharn c o u r t  house a r e  tlbusm: : : , - 

the only  c o u r t  houses documented t o  have been designed by J e f f e r s o n .  

Apparently  he s e c o ~ d  c o u r t  house was roo small t o  accommodate a l l  t h e  
necessary a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  funcr ions  f o r  s o  l a r g e  a county a s  B o t e t o u r t ,  f o r  
i n  1845 'a  comnlittee w a s  appoin ted  t o  c o n t r a c t  f o r  the b u i l d i n g . o f  a n e w .  
c o u r t  house -on  the  s i t e  o f  the e x i s t i n g  one. The second c o u r t  house was 
' thus deinoiikhed and the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the  p re sen t  one was begun cha t  
same y e a r ,  w i t h  complet ion being achieved th ree  y e a r s  later.  I t  has been a 
long-s tanding  t r a d i t i o n  i n  t h e  county ' t ha t  becauke ' t he  gene ra l  e x t e - m a l  . 
appearance of t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  c o u r t  house was so much admired,  the  l ayou t  

. ,  I - , <  ' 
o f  t he  p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g  ( c e n t r a l  temple-form s e c t i o n  f l ankeg  by l o w  wings) 
was based on i t .  

I 

However c l o s e l y  it may have resembled its predecessor  t h e  p re sen t  c o u r t  
house i s  a most competent essay in provinca l  Greek Revival design, and 
i s  an  importanr  componant i n  Virginia's n o t a b l e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a n t e  bellurn 
c o u r t  houses .  I t  is also one of  ~ i r g i n i a ' s  l a r g e s t  c o u r t  houses  of  i t s  
type and pe r iod .  Fur ther  r e sea rch  may show t h a t  i c s  c h i e f  b u i l d e r ,  
Schuyler  W .  Smith o f  Bedford, was r e spons ib l e  f o r  t he  d e s i g n  of  s i g n i f i c a n t  
Greek Revival houses and churches in t he  Redford and B o t e t o u r t  a r e a ,  s i n c e  
inany o f  t he se  buildings have s t r o n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a r a l l e l s  to t h e  c o u r t  
house. . 

U n t i l  i t  was g u t t e d  by f i r e  i n  December 1970, t h e  c o u r t  house w i t h  i t s  
imposing p o r t i c o ,  b e l f r y  and s p i r e ,  w a s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f o c a l  p o i n r  f o r  
one o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  most p i c tu re sque  communities. Although t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of the  i n t e r i o r  is regrettable i n  t h e  extreme, the fire des t royed  l i t t l e  
of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  excep t  fo r  the roof  and b e l f r y ,  since n e a r l y  
a l l  i n t e r i o r  f a b r i c  da ted  from the  1918 remodeling* The o r i g i n a l  walls 
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