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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Burlington i s  s i t u a t e d  south  o f  t h e  Appomattox River  and t h e  Appomattox Canal, i n  Din- 
widdie County. It i s  one of s e v e r a l  no tab le  eighteenth-century houses which l i n e  t h e  
ri .ver j u s t  upstream from Petersburg.  

The story-and-a-half house is approached from t h e  south  along a  long, t r e e - l i n e d  drive.  
Bu i l t  of  frame cons t ruc t ion ,  w i th  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  nogged, and sheathed wi th  beaded 
weatherboards, i t  has  b r i c k  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys which, l i k e  t h e  underpinning, a r e  l a i d  
i n  Flemish bond. There a r e  t h r e e  pedimented dormers on each p lane  of  t h e  gable  r o o f ,  
and t h e  whole i s  covered wi th  s l a t e s .  A l l  of  t h e  windows have a r c h i t r a v e  frames, beaded 
s i l l s ,  and nine-over-nine sa sh ,  a s  we l l  as  louvred b l i n d s  which a r e  cop ies  of an o r i g i n a l  
found i n  t h e  house a t  t h e  time o f  i t s  r e s t o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  mid-1950s. The o r i g i n a l  
porches, w i th  t h e i r  pedimented gables  and chamfered columns, were removed i n  t h e  e a r l y  
twen t i e th  century .  They have r e c e n t l y  been r e s t o r e d  wi th  t h e  a i d  of  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  
of the  ca rpen te r  who removed them. 

Eurl ington h a s  a  center-passage,  double-pi le  plan. There i s  a  corner  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  
i n s i d e  gable-end corner  of each room and a  two-run, open-well, open-s t r ing  s t a i r  i n  t h e  
passage. The l a t t e r  i s  cons t ruc ted  of b l ack  walnut. The b a n i s t e r  is ramped and eased 
and s c r o l l e d  a t  the  newel. There a r e  t h r e e  turned b a l u s t e r s  t o  each t r e a d  and th i ck ,  
but  g race fu l ,  sawn b r a c k e t s  on each spandre l .  The wainscot used i n  t h e  passage and 
both south  rooms c o n s i s t s  of  a  r a i s e d    an el below, and a  sma l l e r  one above, t h e  asym- 
m e t r i c a l  c h a i r  r a i l  and i s  c a r r i e d  up t h e  s t a i r s .  

The southwest ( l i v i n g )  room has an ove rnan te l  arrangement couunon i n  t h e  area.  It con- 
s i s t s  of  a  l a r g e ,  square  r a i s e d  panel  f lanked by t a l l ,  narrow ones w i t h  a  range of t h r e e  
corresponding h o r i z o n t a l  panels  under them. A Federa l  mantel has rep laced  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  
This has  a  molded s h e l f  and reeded p i l a s t e r s ,  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks,  and c e n t r a l  t a b l e t .  
A molded co rn ice  i s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  room. 

The southeas t  (music) room 'has a  s i m i l a r  overmantel arrangement and a  bo lec t ion  surround. 
and marble f a c i n g  which a r e  reproduct ions  i n s t a l l e d  during t h e  r ecen t  r e s t o r a t i o n .  A 
molded co rn ice  is used i n  t h i s  room a s  wel l .  

Both o f  t h e  r e a r  (no r th )  rooms have double-beaded chai rboards  r a t h e r  t han  wainscoting. 
The woodwork i n  the  west room ( l i b r a r y )  is a  modern reproduct ion.  The e a s t  room has t h e  
s ix-p 'ne l  ou.?rmantel des ign  a s  wel l  as  a l a t e r  a r c h i t r a v e  s ~ r r o u n d  and molded s h e l f .  I n  
t h i s  room 1s  the  most no tab le  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  of t h e  house--a cupboard b u i l t  I n t o  
t h e  no r theas t  corner .  Flanked by f l u t e d  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  w i th  o u t s i z e d  c a p i t a l s ,  
i t  i s  composed of a  lower s e c t i o n  wi th  s ingle-panel  ra i sed-panel  doors and an upper round- 
topped s e c t i o n  wi th  a  carved keystone and neckings used under ihe i?post blocks of the  
a r c h i v o l t  t o  suggest  u n f l u t e d  Doric p i l a s t e r s  recessed  behind, and p a r t l y  hidden by, t h e  
f l u t e d  ones.  The i n t e r i o r  of the  upper po r t ion  is  furn ished  with th ree  d i s s L ! i l s r  
she lves  vau l t ed  by a  semi-dome. 

Burl ington r e t a i n s  many of i t s  e a r l y  sash ,  doors ,  and hinges,  one e a r l y  wooden lock ,  and 
a  number of n ine teenth-century  i r o n  Carpenter ' s  rocks. 

A one-story wing was added during t h e  1954 r e s t o r a t i o n .  
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Burl ington ~ l a n t a t i o n ' s  dwell ing house i s  one of  a  number of  a r c h i t e c t u r a l i y  s i m i l a r  mid- 1, 
e ighteenth-century  houses s c a t t e r e d  throughout Dinwiddie County. S e t  on a  sec luded s i t e  ;I 
near  t h e  Appomattox River ,  i t  i s ,  i n  add i t ion ,  a n i m p o r t a n t  member of a  group o f  f i n e  
houses, i nc lud ing  ~ a n n s f i e l d  and Ol ive  H i l l ,  which l i n e  t h e  r i v e r i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n  of  Din- : '  . . 1: 

widdie and C h e s t e r f i e l d  coun t i e s ,  comprising a n  important remnant o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  land-  
scape west of Petersburg.  

The e a r l y  ownership o f  Bur l ington  i s  uncer ta in .  It i s  thought t o  have been b u i l t  by t h e  
Atkinson o r  Jones f a m i l i e s  and t o  have been owned a t  an e a r l y  d a t e  by Mordecai Barbour, 
who ope ra t ed  a  m i l l  nearby. An 1802 Mutual Assurance Soc ie ty  p o l i c y  shows Robert 1 
Pleasan t s  t o  have been t h e  owner o f  the  p l a n t a t i o n  a t  t h a t  time. Wlrl ington l a t e r  came 
i n t o  possess ion  of t h e  Fr iend  family and was he ld  by it f o r  over  a  century .  In  1953, 
a f t e r  fou r  y e a r s '  vacancy, Alene G. Thompson purchased the  p rope r ty  and had t h e h o u s e  j/ 
r e s t o r e d  by c o n t r a c t o r  Melvin Belcher,  under t h e  supe rv i s ion  of a r c h i t e c t  Randolph Gailey. 
Burl ington i s  p r e s e n t l y  owned by M r .  and Mrs. Robert W. Bates. I! 

!I 

Burl ington is r e l a t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  f i n e  Dinwiddie houses of  t h e  mid-eighteenth cen tu ry  
i n  i t s  use  of  t h e  s ix-panel  overmantel p a t t e r n  and o f  t h e  dado w i t h  a  small  panel  above 
t h e  c h a i r  r a i l .  The s i m i l a r i t i e s  of d e t a i l  and of workmanship a r e  such, i n  f a c t ,  a s  t o  
sugges t  a  s i n g l e  b u i l d e r  o r  group of  b u i l d e r s  f o r  a l l  of t h e  houses. It i s  t h e  on ly  one 
o f  t h e  group, however, i n  which t h e  dado i s  c a r r i e d  up the  s t a i r s .  One of  t h e  outs tand-  
i n g  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  house i s  an impressive a r c h i t e c t u r a l  corner-cupboard i n  t h e  d in ing  
room. The cupboard is unique among Dinwiddie houses. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Burl ington proper ty  i s  bound on t h e  no r th  by t h e  Upper Appomattox Canal (2500 f e e t ) ;  
on t h e  e a s t  by a  c reek  feeding  i n t o  s a i d  canal  (300 f e e t ) ;  on t h e  south  by a  l i n e  running 
s l i g h t l y  southwest (2500-fee t )  along t h e  south  s i d e  of  l ake  and cont inuing  along t r e e  
l i n e ;  on t h e  west by a  l i n e  fol lowing t h e  t r e e  l i n e  (800 f e e t ) ,  curving westward along 
t r e e  l i n e  t o  Route 600, f r o n t i n g  Route 600 (200 f e e t ) ,  thence extending eastward (400 f e e t )  
and curving northward t o  above-mentioned canal .  
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