


The dwelling house a t  Wales is a f ive-par t  Palladian composition s i t u a t e d  
a i d  broad, f l a t  f i e l d s  surrounded by woods , two miles south of the  ap- 
pozattox River near Petersburg. It is remarkably well preserved with 
ferw changes having been made e i t h e r  t o  the  ex te r io r  o r  t o  t he  i n t e r i o r  . 

over the  course of two centur ies .  Several of i ts  outbuildings a r e  i n t a c t .  

Tne hsuse formerly stood a s  the  cen t r a l  s t r u c t u r e ' i n  a south-facing range 
with an o f f i c e  t o  the west, a  kitchen to the  eas t ,  and a smokehouse beyond 
the kitchen. Another range of outbuildings lay  t o  the  nor th ,  with orchards 
and gardens beyond it ,  and a t h i r d ,  including several  barns ,  t o  the  south. 
Ono ajproaches the  house from the  nor th  along a quarter-mile Ions, winding 
road through the  woods separat ing i t  frovl U. S. Route 460. 

. . 

The house as it s tands is 104 f e e t  long. The cen t ra l  por t ion was apparent- 
l y  b u i l t  about 1730 as a 32' by 17 ' ,  one-and-one-half-stoty, hall-and- 
p a r l o r  plan framed house; i t s  br ick ex t e r io r  end chimneys with corbel led 
caps a re  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond. The r ea r  f i l e  of lean-to rooss  may have 
been added somewhat l a t e r ,  increasing the  depth t o  i ts  presect  26 f e e t .  
This por t ion of the  house sits upon a br ick,  English-bondbasenent vent- 
i l a t e d  by two g r i l l s  with wooden diamond mullions s e t  i n  e i t h e r  facade. 
The cen te r  s ec t i on  is  covered with beaded weatherboards. Its windows d i s -  
play p l a in  frames with molded o r  p la in  s i l l s ,  e a r ly  raised-panel,  two- 
pailel s h u t t e r s  hung on f o l i a t e d  ''Queen Anne" H-hinges, and o r i g i n a l  nine- 
over-nine, six-over-six, and four-over-four sash with much o ld  g lass .  The 
&or f r aaes  a r e  of the  a rch i t rave  var ie ty ,  with six-panel, raised-panel 
doors. A wooden box lock remains on- the ' re 'ar  door. r he  c e n t r a l  por t ion 
is covered by a gabled roof wi th  th ree  narrow hipped-roof-dom2rs.on.the 

;.-. -. .:< 
f ront .and ttroigable:?bofe~.dbinrs o h i t h e  r ea r .  . 

Tha one-storpwings and connecting hyphens were added around 1752: These 
cons i s t  of a 24' by 20' west wing with an-11'  by 12' hyphen; and a 24' by 
25 '  eas t -wing with a 12'  by 12'  hyphen. 'All."of'hese p a r t s  of the  building 
s i t  upon br ick  underpinnings l a i d  i n  Flemish bond with per iodic  v e r t i c a l  
s l i t s  l e f t  f o r  ven t i l a t i on .  The wings and hyphens a r e  a l s o  timber-framed 
covered with molded weatherboards. Their b r ick  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys have 
corbelled caps. 

The ?oar and window treatment of the wings i s  s imi l a r  t o  t h a t  of the  main 
?or t ion  of the  house, and l i k e  i t  they r e t a i n  most of t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  sash 
acd o ld  g lass .  The s h u t t e r s  hare a re  three-panel. I n  addi t ion ,  each of 
t b s  connecting h a l l s  has a l a rge  Salmon-type door with four  up?er panels 
an? a lower cross-penel.  A l l  of  these addit ions a re  gable-roofed, but  
the  s iogs  a re  hipped on t h e i r  inner ends. 

I The c e l l a r  of the  center  portion i s  one f u l l - s i z e  room divideZ by a bear- 
i r . ~ ' r i a l l  running"6ar t  of f i e ' i e n z t h  of  the  house. On the  f i r s t  f l o o r  of 
t k L s  sect ion,  the o r i g i n a l  hall-and-parlor has three  lean- to  room running 
across the reaf .  Both the  west wing and hyphens have a s i n g l e  room, how- 

I ever, the e a s t  wing i s  two rooms deep. 

I (see cont inuat ion sheet)  
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7. 
The i n t e r i o r  of  Wales i s  as  wel l  preserved as  t h e  e x t e r i o r .  It is f i l l e d  
wi th  e a r l y  ra i sed-panel  doors on H-L h i n g e s .  and i s  p l a s t e r e d  and paneled 
throughout.  I n  t h e  c e n t e r  room of t h e  lean- to ,  a  c l o s e d - s t r i n g ,  sawn-balus- 
t e r  s t a i rway  r i s e s  from t h e  back of t h e  house toward t h e  f r o n t .  The s t a i r  
probably rose  nea r  t h e  f r o n t  door o r i g i n a l l y  and r a n  toward t h e  r e a r  u n t i l  
t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  wings. 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

The house i s  unusual  i n  t h a t  i t s  west wing is i t s  most e l a b o r a t e  room. This  
was probably occasioned by the  ve rnacu la r  p lan  of  t h e  c e n t e r  po r t ion  which 
leaves  no l a r g e  room t h e r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  sh ie lded  from t h e  en t r ance .  The 
f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h i s  room p r o j e c t s  from t h e  end wal l  f e a t u r i n g  a  segmental 
opening wi th  a  broad surround of white-painted p l a s t e r  framed by a  paneled 
chimney b r e a s t  f lanked by f u l l - l e n g t h  f l u t e d  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  wi th  f u l l  
en tab la tu re .  The d e n t i c u l a t e d  corn ice  i s  c a r r i e d  across  t h e  chimney b r e a s t  
between t h e  p i l a s t e r s  and around t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  room. The wa l l  from which 
t h e  chimney p r o j e c t s ,  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  w a l l s ,  i s  wainscoted t o  a  he igh t  
of one panel  above t h e  unusual  asynunetrical c h a i r  r a i l .  

Dinwiddie 
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The l a r g e r ,  southwest room of  t h e  main block has  a  f i r e p l a c e  wi th  a  r ec t an -  
gular-opening, a r c h i t r a v e  surround, and paneled overmantel f lanked by smal l  
f l u t e d  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  r e s t i n g  on a  mantel s h e l f .  The s h e l f  i t s e l f  is 
a  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  and probably r ep laces  an o r i g i n a l  one. T h i s  end of  t h e  
room is  paneled t o  its f u l l  h e i g h t ,  w i th  a  symmetrical c h a i r  r a i l  a t  t h e  
appropr i a t e  l e v e l .  The o t h e r  wa l l s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  and have a  beaded base-  
board and t h e  same c h a i r  r a i l  molding backed by a  doubletbeaded r a i l .  These 
r a i l s  b u t t  a g a i n s t  t h e  window f rames . ,  r a t h e r  than  cont inuing  t o  form t h e  

(N"n8b.r .I! ."I.l..) 

The sou theas t  room is p l a s t e r e d  and has t h e  same baseboard,, window and c h a i r  
r a i l  t rea tment .  I ts  r ec t angu la r  f i r e b o x  i s  framed wi th  a  white-painted 
p l a s t e r  surround,  a  chimney b r e a s t  wi th  a  segment opening and a  very  h igh  
mantel s h e l f  a t o p  a  pulv ina ted  f r i e z e .  A l a t e r  mantel s h e l f  has been i n -  
s e r t e d  below t h e  o r i g i n a l  one, along wi th  smal l ,  round-headed panel p i l a s -  
t e r s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  surround. The r e a r  rooms a r e  p l a in .  
The northwest  room i s  a  modern k i tchen .  The southwest ropm has  a  double- 
beaded c h a i r  r a i l .  The second f l o o r  c o n s i s t s  of two rooms w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  
s t a i r  h a l l .  The e a s t  room f i r e p l a c e  i s  t r e a t e d  wi th  a  s imple r  v e r s i o n  of  
t h a t  i n  t h e  room below i t .  

The south  room i n  t h e  e a s t  wing has a  f i r e p l a c e  t reatment  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  
t h e  sou theas t  room of t h e  c e n t e r  block.  The segmental opening of  t h e  sea l ed  
corner  f i r e p l a c e  i s  decorated with a  paneled chimney b r e a s t ,  h igh  she l f  on 
pulv ina ted  f r i e z e ,  and l a t e r  mantel s h e l f .  I t  is,  however, paneled above 
the  o r i g i n a l  s h e l f  t o  t h e  c e i l i n g ,  a s  i s  t h e  e a s t  wa l l ,  which forms a  par- 
t i t i o n  f o r  a  c l o s e t .  The remaining wa l l s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  above a paneled I dado. 

Like t h e  f r o n t  room, the  r e a r  room i n  t h i s  wing d i s p l a y s  a  paneled c l o s e t  

p a r t i t i o n  and a  n a n ~ l e d  c-. hl'e ~ ~ i t b  no. 
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o r i g i n a l  f r i e z e  o r  mantel s h e l f .  The f i r e p l a c e  has a r ec tangu la r  opening, 
surrounded by p l a s t e r  I, a s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  rooms, and framed by a segmental- 
arched opening i n  t h e  paneling. The o t h e r  wal ls  a r e  trimmed wi th  a f l u s h  
wainscot formed of a s i n g l e  board with c h a i r  r a i l  and baseboard above and 
below. 

Several  ou tbu i ld ings  survive.  The f i n e s t  o f  these  i s  t h e  o f f i c e ,  a gable-  
roofed bu i ld ing  wi th  a porch on t h e  f r o n t  and a lean-to on t h e  r ea r .  The 
e x t e r i o r  end chimneys a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond with tumblercoursed weather- 
ings.  

Behind the  o f f i c e  s t ands  t h e  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ,  and a d a i r y  l i e s  t o  the  e a s t  of 
t h i s .  Eas t  of t h e  house i s  a ruinous smokehouse. Between t h e  smokehouse and 
t h e  house, t h e  b r i c k  foundation of a k i t c h e n  i s  s t i l l  v i s i b l e .  A d e t a i l e d  
map i n  the  possess ion  of t h e  owners and dated 1866 shows t h e  number and lo-  
c a t i o n  of o t h e r  outbui ld ings  a t  Wales. Thus, the  proper ty  has  archaeologica l  
mer i t  nea r ly  equal  t o  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  value. 

Wales has been r e s t o r e d  by i ts  present  owners, who have r e f r a i n e d  from making 
any s i g n i f i c a n t  changes i n  t h e  f a b r i c .  

DTU 
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The dwell ing house has evolved i n t o  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  f i v e - p a r t  p lan  and is 
l i t t l e  changed on e i t h e r  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o r  t h e  e x t e r i o r  from i t s  c o l o n i a l  
appearance. It i s  f i l l e d  wi th  f i n e  e a r l y  panel ing,  hardware and o t h e r  
appointments.  Many of  i t s  ou tbu i ld ings  surv ive ,  and p r e c i s e  documentary 
evidence o f  o t h e r s  e x i s t s ,  making t h e  complex a  remarkably complete 
a r t i f a c t u a l  assemblage. 

V) 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Wales i s  notable.  a s  a well-preserved e igh teen th icen tu ry  p l a n t a t i o n -  assoc- 
i a t e d  wi th  a  family prominent i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  l i f e  of  Din- 
widdie County and i t s  environs.  

Howell Briggs ' son,  Gray Briggs (c. 1731.:1807), . .was_a :member o f  t h e  ,House 
of Burgesses f r o m ~ u s s e x ' ~ o u n t y ,  1752-1758. Born and r a i s e d  a t  Wales, he 
r e tu rned  t h e r e  a f t e r  h i s  term i n  t h e  Assembly. Gray.Briggs.was:a  . . . . . .  man,of 
somes tand ing  i n  the  a r e a  and served  a s  s t a t e  a t t o r n e y  f o r  s in wid die 
County i n  1789. One of .Briggst  account b o o k s .  d iscovered  o n , t h e p r o p e r t y  
by t h e  p resen t  owners . r e v e a l s  an a c t i v e  and f a r - f lung  p r l v a t e  l e g a l  
p r a c t i c e  a s  wel l .  Gray Briggs was a  well- to-do m a n  who was l i s t e d  i n  
t h e  1782 Personal  Proper ty  L i s t  f o r    in wid die County a s  t h e  owner of  43 
s l a v e s ,  16 ho r ses ,  43 head of  c a t t l e ' a n d  one "cha r r io t t . "  

cc 
I- 
"7 

z 

The cha in  of t i t l e  a f t e r  h i s  dea th  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r a c e  owing t o  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  Dinwiddie County records  i n  t h e  War between t h e  
S t a t e s .  Wales i s  known t o  have been owned e a r l y  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  century  
by t h e  Gi l l iam and MacIlwaine f ami l i e s .  The proper ty  was purchased by i t s  
p resen t  owners, Mr. and Mrs. W i l l i a m  R. P h i l l i p s ,  Jr., i n  1949. 

,The house was probably b u i l t  by Howell Briggs (1709-1775), a  m i l i t i a  
c a p t a i n ,  m a g i s t r a t e  and vestryman, and an e a r l y  emigrant t o  what i s  now 
Dinwiddie County from t h a t  p a r t  of  Surry qounty which i s  now Sussex. 
Briggs named t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  . $n . hpnor 8 . .  o f . t h e r P r i n c e , o f  _.I,./.. Wales. > . . .  . . . 

An 1866 map i n  the owners' possess ion  shows Wales t o  have been a  l a r g e  
es tab l i shment  wi th  an o f f i c e ,  two k i t c h e n s ,  a  iaundry ,  a  henhouse, s i x  
s t a b l e s ,  two ba rns ,  two double barns ,  a  granary ,  a  c r i b ,  a s e r v a n t s ' ,  : 

graveyard,  and a  fami ly  graveyard.  .. . . . .  . .  , 

DTU 
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