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4. Owner of Property 
name Harold Conover 

street 6 number - - 

city, town Carson u v i c i n i t v  of state Virginia  23830 

5. Location of Leclal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dinwiddie County Courthouse 

street & number NIA 

cltv. town Dinwiddie stele Virginia  23841 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Virginia  Historic  Landmarks Commission 

title Survey ( S i t e  No. 44DW21) has this property been determlned eligible? - yes X... no 
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depository for survey records Research Center for Archaeology, P. 0. Box 368 
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7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
2 excellent - deteriorated unaltered -L original slte 

good - ruins - altered moved date -.N&-- - - , . - - - 
- fair - unexposed 

.--- - -- 
Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Conover Archaeological  S i t e  (44DW21), a p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  Paleo- 
Ind ian  and Ear ly  t o  La te  Archaic per iods ,  

P r e h i s t o r i c  occupation d e b r i s  is  d i s t r i b u  
150 meters i n  diameter.  T e s t  excavations by t h e  Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission's 
Research Center f o r  Archaeology i n  1982 determined t h a t  shallow s t r a t i g r a p h y  m y  e x i s t .  
A c o n t r o l l e d  su r face  c o l l e c t i o n  demonstrated t h a t  d i s t i n c t  and s e p a r a t e  s u r f a c e  concen t ra t ions  
of Paleo-Indian and Archaic mate r i a l  a r e  p resen t .  

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS 

The Conover Archaeological  S i t d  i s  loca ted  i n  an upland a r e a  k-! 
-. One hundred meters nor theas t  of t h e  s i t e  is  a springhead s i t u a t e d  i n  a 
rav ine .  The nominated acreage.  most of which is i n  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  is a t  t h e  e a s t  end 
of a l a r g e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d  (photo 1) . P r e h i s t o r i c  occupat ional  d e b r i s  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  
over  an a r e a  measuring approximately 150 meters i n  diameter. The Conover Archaeological  
S i t e  has  been des ignated 44DW21 i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  o f f i c i a l  inventory of a rchaeo log ica l  
s i t e s .  

Random sur face  a r t i f a c t s  c o l l e c t e d  throughout 1982 by t h e  l a n d o m e r  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  s tudy.  A l l  of t h i s  ma te r i a l ,  excluding two Paleo-Indian f l u t e d  p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  
and a l i m i t e d  number of c h e r t - a r t i f a c t s ,  h a s  been donated t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Land- 
marks Commission's Research Center f o r  Archaeology f o r  cu ra t ion .  

Tes t  excavat ions  by t h e  Research Center f o r  Archaeology i n  1982 cons i s t ed  of t h r e e  
l u x  1 meter squares  dug t o  a depth of 35 t o  50 cent imeters .  Two squares  produced t h i r t e e n  
and f o u r t e e n  c h e r t  f l a k e s  each i n  t h e  plow zone (30 cen t imete r s  t h i c k ) ,  whi le  each y ie lded  
t h r e e  c h e r t  f l a k e s  wi th in  t h e  next 10 t o  20 cent imeters  of undisturbed yellow sandy 
c l a y  s u b s o i l .  A t h i r d  square,  s i t u a t e d  near t h e  s i t e  edge, y ie lded  only one c h e r t  f l a k e  
i n  t h e  plow zone. 

A c o n t r o l l e d  s u r f a c e  c o l l e c t i o n  over e ighty- three  gridded squares ,  each measuring 
10 x 10 meters ,  y ie lded  a v a r i e t y  of p r e h i s t o r i c  ma te r i a l  da t ing  p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  Paleo- 
Ind ian  and Ear ly  t o  La te  Archaic pe r iods  (Figure 1 ) .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of c h e r t  a r t i f a c t s ,  
q u a r t z  and q u a r t z i t e  a r t i f a c t s ,  f ire-cracked rock, and s t e a t i t e  v e s s e l  fragments suggests  
t h e  two genera l  pe r iods  of occupation (Figures 2 and 3 ) .  The c h e r t  a r t i f a c t s ,  thought 
t o  r epresen t  t h e  Paleo-Indian pe r iod  d a t i n g  from a t  l e a s t  9500 BC t o  8000 BC, a r e  widely 
s c a t t e r e d  a c r o s s  t h e  s i t e ,  but  concentra t ions  do i n d i c a t e  four  s e p a r a t e  a c t i v i t y  a r e a s .  
The quar tz  and q u a r t z i t e  a r t i f a c t s ,  f ire-cracked rock, and s t e a t i t e  v e s s e l  fragments,  
thought t o  r epresen t  t h e  Ear ly  t o  La te  Archaic per iods  da t ing  from 8000 BC t o  1000 BC, 
a r e  concentra ted  i n  t h e  nor the rn  end of the  s i t e .  

A r t i f a c t s  manufactured from c h e r t  have been a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Paleo-Indian per iod,  
because two Paleo-Indian p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  and o the r  a r t i f a c t s  were recovered from t h e  
s i t e  which c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l  samples described from the  Williamson S i t e  (44DWl1, another  
well-documented,Paleo-Indian s i t e .  Other c h e r t  a r t i f a c t s  c o l l e c t e d  t o  d a t e  include 

(See Continuat ion Sheet # I )  
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8. Significance 

Period 
-X prehistoric 
_ 14O(t1499 
-- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
-- 170W1799 
-- 180Wl899 
-_ 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- X .  archeology-prehistoric . . - community planning . ... -. landscape architecture retlgion 
-- archeology-historic . .. .. conservation ... - law .-- science 
-- agriculture . -- economics - literature -- sculpture 

architecture education . - military social1 
.- art - . englneerlng --- music humanitarian 

. - commerce exploretlonisettlemsnt philosophy . theater 
communications .. industry - _  polltlcs!government - transpoflation 

_ .- Invention -- other (specity) 

Specific dates ca  . 9500-8000 BC ------- Builder,Architect N/A - - . - - - . . - - - - . . . . - . . . , - - - . - . -- -- - - - - . - - - . . . . --. - -. - - - . . - . - . - - - -- -- 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Conover Archaeological  S i t e  (44DW21), a p r e h i s t o r i c  site da t ing  t o  t h e  Paleo- 
Ind ian  and Ear ly  t o  Late  Archaic per iods  
possesses  extremely high p o t e n t i a l  f o r  con t r ibu t ing  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  the  very  l i m i t e d  
resea rch  d a t a  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  Paleo-Indian ~ e r i o d .  The su r face  of t h e  s i t e  
has provided a wide range of c h e r t  a r t i f a c t s  from t h e  Paleo-Indian period, whi le  a l i m i t e d  
number of c h e r t  f l a k e s  were excavated from a context  t h a t  suggests  t h e  p o s s i b l e  ex i s t ence  
of shallow s t r a t i g r a p h y  a l s o  da t ing  t o  t h i s  time period. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Current ly  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  Native American occupation 
i n  V i r g i n i a  d a t e s  back t o  t h e  Paleo-Indian ~ r i o d  ( a t  l e a s t  ca .  9500 BC t o  8000 BC). 
The extreme r a r i t y  of a rchaeo log ica l  s i t e s  da t ing  t o  t h i s  time per iod is  p r i n c i p a l l y  
due t o  (1) t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  low o v e r a l l  Paleo-Indian population dens i ty  which r e s u l t e d  
i n  few s i t e s ,  and (2) t h e  unl ikel ihood of s i t e s  of such a n t i q u i t y  (ca.  10,000 y e a r s  
o r  more o ld )  t o  t h e  p resen t .  Accordingly, few Paleo-Indian s i t e s  i n  V i r g i n i a  have been 
i d e n t i f i e d ,  and knowledge of t h i s  c u l t u r a l  per iod is extremely l i m i t e d .  

The Conover Archaeological  S i t e  r ep resen t s  one of t h e  few c u r r e n t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  
l o c a t  ions  i n  Vi rg in ia  y i e l d i n g  d ive r se  a r t  i f  a c t u a l  d a t a  from t h e  Paleo-Indian Wr iod . 
The wide range of l i t h i c  t o o l  types and manufactured by-products recovered from e i t h e r  
random o r  c o n t r o l l e d  s u r f a c e  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  w a s  u t i l i z e d  a s  a quarry- 
r e l a t e d  base  camp o r  base camp maintenance s t a t i o n .  Th i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is based on 
t h e  presence of genera l i zed  maintenance and processing t o o l s ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount of 
deb i t age ,  and b i f a c e s  i n  va r ious  s t a g e s  of reduct ion.  Within a permanently e s t a b l i s h e d  
g r i d  system, a c o n t r o l l e d  s u r f a c e  c o l l e c t i o n  by t h e  Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comis-  
s i o n ' s  Research Center f o r  Archaeology documented t h a t  Paleo-Indian a r t i f a c t  concen t ra t ions  
l i k e l y  represen t  f o u r  s e p a r a t e  a c t i v i t y  a r e a s .  Subsequent c o n t r o l l e d  s u r f a c e  c o l l e c t i o n s  
should provide s i g n i f i c a n t  and more d e t a i l e d  information on i n t r a s i t e  community o rgan iza t ion  
and t h e  r o l e  of t h e  s i te i n  reg iona l  se t t lement  p a t t e r n s .  

Limited test excavat ions  a t  t h e  Conover Archaeological  S i t e  i n  1982 documented 
a l i m i t e d  number of c h e r t  f l a k e s  i n  t h e  yellow sandy c l a y  subso i l ,  up t o  20 cen t imete r s  
below t h e  plow zone. Whether these  f l a k e s  represen t  c u l t u r a l  s t r a t i g r a p h y  o r  deeper 
depos i t ion  due t o  n a t u r a l  f o r c e s  h a s  not  been c l e a r l y  determined. I n  s i t u  subsurface  
c u l t u r a l  d e p o s i t s  d a t i n g  t o  the  Paleo-Indian period a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r a r e ,  and t h e i r  
p o s s i b l e  presence a t  the Conover Archaeological S i t e  f u r t h e r  enhances its resea rch  p o t e n t i a l  
and s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Therefore,  t h e  landowner has  agreed t o  d i scon t inue  deep plowing a c r o s s  
t h e  s i t e  as an a i d  i n  preserving such d e p o s i t s  i f  present  f o r  f u t u r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

(See Continuation Sheet 1) 



9. Major Bibliosra~hical References 
Yorktown, Va. Vi rg in ia  His to r ic  Landmarks Commission's Research Center f o r  Archaeology. 

44DW21: F ie ld  no tes  on f i l e  f o r  surveys and t e s t  excavations. 

--- -- - - 

ll Om Geoaraiphical Data 
Acreage of nominated 

Quadrangle name 

U l  ?A References 

Zone Easting Northing 

1 : 24000 Quadrangle scale . . . . . .  

Zone Easting Northing 

--- .. . .  .. . .....- - . 
Verbal boundary description and justif ication The nor th  s i d e  of t h e  nominated a r e a  is bounded 
by a d i r t  farm road, t h e  e a s t  by the  140' contour i n t e r v a l  along t h e  top edge of a ravine ,  
the  south by a t r e e  l i n e ,  and t h e  west s i d e  is about 365' (110 meters) w e s t  of t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  of t h e  c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d .  The nominated a rea  measures approximately 500' x 500' 

. - .....-... - ..-. "'(See C o n t i n u a t I o n 3 k e e t  %1) 
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 
....... - ............... . .- 

state N / A  code county N / A  code 

3 3. Form Prepamd By 

nameititle V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S ta f f  -- -- .. .....--... -. . - ... ............... - 

Organization Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date May 1983 

street 8 number 221 Governor S t r e e t  .--- - --.---..---- telephone (804) 786-3144 

city or town Richmond state Virg in ia  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property withln the state is: 

- - national 3- state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
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according to the criteria and procedures set forth b 
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H. Bryan Mi tche l l ,  Executive Director  7 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION--Archaeological Analysis  

f l a k e s ,  co res ,  modified f l a k e s ,  u n i f a c i a l  end and s i d e  sc rapers ,  g ravers ,  spokeshaves,  
p e r f o r a t o r s ,  b i f a c i a l  r e j e c t s ,  and b i f a c i a l  preforms (Photos 2 ,  3, and 4 ) .  

Occupation w i t h i n  t h e  nominated a r e a  during t h e  Ear ly  t o  Late  Archaic pe r iods  i s  
suggested by t h e  recovery of a q u a r t z i t e  Palmer p r o j e c t i l e  po in t  (ca.  7500 BC), t h r e e  
q u a r t z i t e  Morrow Mountain I1 p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  (ca.  4000 BC), and two q u a r t z i t e  Savan- 
nah River p r o j e c t i l e  poknts (ca; 3000 BC t o  1000 BC). One small quar tz  p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t  
wi th  a rudimentary stem could d a t e  from t h e  Ear ly  Woodland period (ca.  500 BC).. Other 
quar tz  and q u a r t z i t e  a r t i f a c t s  c o l l e c t e d  t o  d a t e  include f l a k e s ,  modified f l a k e s ,  uni- 
f a c i a l  s c r a p e r s ,  b i f a c i a l  r e j e c t s ,  b i f a c i a l  preforms, b i f a c i a l  knives ,  and hammerstones 
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s t e a t i t e  v e s s e l  fragments. 

8. SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

V i r t u a l l y  a l l  a r t i f a c t s  known t o  have been removed from t h e  Conover Archaeological  
S i t e  have been inven to r ied ,  wi th  t h e  v a s t  major i ty  of these  having been donated t o  t h e  
Research Center f o r  Archaeology where they a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  examination. Thus, a l l  
former i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  s i t e  can be r e a d i l y  t i e d  i n t o  f u t u r e  resea rch ,  a s i t u a t i o n  
r a r e l y  encountered i n  Paleo-Indian s t u d i e s .  

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA--Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion 6 J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

(150 meters x 150 meters) .  Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  These boundaries demarcate t h e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of p r e h i s t o r i c  a r t i f a c t s  noted during f i e l d  research.  
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