
UPS Form 10900 
@a \/LR- CL/I*/R?* VR+\.P- 2/10/g3 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Senrice 

National Register of Historic Places 
inventory-Nomination Form 
See Cnstructlons In How to Complete National Register Forms 
T v ~ e  all entries-eom~lete amlicable sections 

OMB ~nima-m18 - 
Exp. 10-3-84 

For NPS use on'" 

received 

date entered 

historic Cherry Walk (Preferred) 
- - 

andlor common Cherrv Row 

2. Location 

street a number E~~~~ h7fl NLB not for publication 

cltv, town Dunbrooke L vicfnltv of 

state V irg inia 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status 
- district - public - occupied 
1~ building(s) 25-  prlvate L unoccupied 
s t r u c t u r e  - both - work in progress 
s i t e  Publle Acquisition Accessible 
o b j e c t  - in process z yes: restricted 

- being consfdered - yes: unrestricted 
N /A - no 

Present Use 
_x_ agriculture - museum 
- commerciaf - park 
- educational - private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transpartation 
- militarv - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mr. and2lr-s. Iqalter Rowland 

street&numbex Hercules Tower, P.O. Box 1071 

clty,tawn W i l m i n g t o n  &!A vrcinity of state Delaware 19899 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, reglstry ol deeds, e t ~ .  Essex County Cour thou3 e 

street L number N/A - 
citv. town Tappahannock state V i r ~ i n i a  

6. We~resentation in Existing Surveys 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 

title Commission has this properky been determined ellglble? - yes X no 

date 1973, 1975 - federal J state - county - local 

deposltory for survey records 221 Governor Street 

= i ~ ,  town R i c h o n d  Virginia 23219 



Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated X unaltered 2 original site 
- good -ruins -altered -moved date N / A  
2 fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMNARY DESCRIPTION 

Cherry Walk i s  a Tidewater V i rg in i a  farm complex begun i n  t h e  l a t e  18 th  century 
cons i s t ing  of a p ic turesque  gambrel-roof dwelling house, an important c o l l e c t i o n  of 
domestic outbui ld ings ,  and t h r e e  e a r l y  farm bu i ld ings .  The group, loca ted  along an Essex 
County road with v i r t u a l l y  no modern i n t r u s i o n s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  i s  surrounded by l e v e l  
f i e l d s  wi th  wooded r av ines  behind. Seen from t h e  en t r ance  g a t e ,  t h e  group composes an 
unusually complete p i c t u r e  of a modest p l a n t a t i o n  of t h e  period.  The bu i ld ings  themselves 
a r e  i n  var ious  s t a t e s  of r e p a i r  but  have s u f f e r e d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n s .  The new 
owner of t h e  property p lans  a long-term r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  group. 
The domestic outbui ld ings  inc lude  two d a i r i e s ,  a smokehouse, a k i t chen ,  and a pr ivy.  
The farm bui ld ings  a r e  a l a r g e  wooden barn encasing a n  o l d e r  barn, a plank cons t ruc t ion  
s to rage  shed, and a ruinous blacksmith shop. Included on t h e  proper ty  most l i k e l y  a r e  
the  s i t e s  of o the r  o ld  outbui ld ings  a s  w e l l  a s  poss ib ly  t h e  s i t e s  of two e a r l i e r  18th- 
century dwell ings.  No archaeologica l  survey has  been conducted on t h e  p l ace ,  however. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Main House: 
The 1%-story dwelling house a t  Cherry Walk i s  a t y p i c a l  example of a medium-size, 

late-18th-century p l a n t a t i o n  house i n  t h e  Tidewater V i rg in i a  vernacular  idiom. I t s  
dominant f e a t u r e  i s  i ts  gambrel roof ,  a roof-type commonly employed f o r  such houses 
of t h e  time and p lace .  The house has a n  asymmetrical five-bay facade on t h e  west s i d e  
which is p a r t i a l l y  obscured by an e a r l y  frame e l l  on t h e  southernmost bay. The b r i ck  
wa l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond both  above and below t h e  r a t h e r  h igh  beveled water  t a b l e .  
No jack  arches  o r  o the r  types of ornamental b r i c k  a r e  employed; however, t h e  two e x t e r i o r  
end chimneys have tumbled courses i n  each set of haunches, a t reatment  seen only r a r e l y  
i n  Vi rg in i a .  Two o t h e r  unusual f e a t u r e s  a r e  t h e  t a l l  b r i c k  bulkhead wi th  b r i c k  roof on 
t h e  south  end and a round a t t i c  window behind t h e  south  chimney. 

The s ing le -p i l e  house, a s  noted above, i s  covered with a s t eep  gambrel roo f ;  t h e  
upper s lopes  of which a r e  sheathed wi th  shee t  meta l  while  t h e  lower s lopes  have e a r l y ,  
but  not  o r i g i n a l ,  rounded wooden sh ing le s .  The eaves of t h e  roof have s imple box 
corn ices .  On each of t h e  lower s lopes  a r e  t h r e e  shed dormers none of which a l i g n  with 
the  openings below. She l t e r ing  t h e  e a s t  en t r ance  i s  a mid-19th-century modified Greek 
Revival porch with square p o s t s  and a shed roof .  The porch r ep laces  an e a r l i e r  one 
t h a t  was probably o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  house. A s i m i l a r  but  smal le r  porch s h e l t e r s  t h e  west 
entrance.  A very i n t e r e s t i n g  e a r l y  porch, poss ib ly  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  house, su rv ives  on 
the  southeas t  corner .  The porch has a shed roo f ,  chamfered pos t s ,  and a pant ry  c l o s e t  
with o r i g i n a l  she lves  and door. On t h e  west s i d e ,  on t h e  southernmost bay, is t h e  e a r l y  
one-story frame e l l .  Attached t o  t h e  end of t h e  e l l  i s  a modern shed a d d i t i o n  which 
probably w i l l  be removed. The house preserves  most of i t s  o r i g i n a l  s a sh  and g l a s s  
throughout. The windows, including t h e  dormers, a r e  hung wi th  louvered b l fnds .  

In s ide ,  t h e  house is q u i t e  simple bu t  preserves  much e a r l y  t r i m  and f l o o r i n g .  A 
major a l t e r a t i o n  was t h e  removal of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t a i r  which rose  between w a l l s  

(See Continuat ion Sheet /\I) 
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s epa ra t ing  t h e  south  chamber from t h e  c e n t e r  passage. The present  open-string s t a i r  
appears  t o  d a t e  from t h e  second o r  t h i r d  decade of t h i s  century.  The main room o r  p a r l o r  
occupies t h e  no r th  end of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and i s  trimmed very simply with a  baseboard, 
c h a i r  r a i l ,  and paneled mantel.  Two windows f lanking  t h e  mantel on t h e  south  wa l l  have 
been bricked up, probably i n  t h e  19 th  century.  The f i r s t - f l o o r  chamber on t h e  oppos i te  
end i s  s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d  but  has a n  early-19th-century Federa l  mantel w i th  fancy reeded 
ornament. Or ig ina l  r a i s e d  panel  doors of s i x  panels  each, a l l  framed wi th  a r c h i t r a v e  
trim, su rv ive  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The doors show evidence of painted i n l a y .  The second- 
f l o o r  rooms a r e  q u i t e  p l a i n  but  have Federa l  mantels.  The a t t i c  is a c c e s s i b h  from an 
o r i g i n a l  s t a i r  ascending between t h e  wa l l s .  The roof framing i s  s tandard  comon r a f t e r  
type. The basement has  an o r i g i n a l  k i t chen  wi th  a  l a r g e  Federa l  mantel a t  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  
opening loca ted  i n  t h e  south  end. The no r th  end is a s to rage  room but  i s  t o  be modernized. 
A r o o t  c e l l a r  i s  beneath t h e  f l o o r i n g  of t h e  s to rage  room and i s  t o  be  preserved.  

Outbuildings: 
I m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  west of t h e  house a r e  t h r e e  e a r l y  wood-frame outbui ld ings :  two 

d a i r i e s  and a smokehouse. The d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t hese  outbui ld ings  i s  quoted from 
a Colonial  Williamsburg Foundation survey conducted on t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  summer of 
1982. 

South Dairy: 
Of t h e  t h r e e  bu i ld ings  n e a r e s t  t h e  house, t h e  south d a i r y  and t h e  smokehouse appear 

t o  be contemporary wi th  one another ,  t h e  no r th  d a i r y  i s  s l i g h t l y  l a t e r .  The l a r g e r  
south d a i r y  was extens ive ly  a l t e r e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  20th century f o r  use a s  a  k i t chen  and 
cook's  house, but  much of i ts  e x t e r i o r  remains i n t a c t .  

The 12'-1" x 10'-3" bu i ld ing  is covered wi th  5%" beaded weather-boards and has  
boxed corn ices .  An o r i g i n a l  p l a i n  beveled crown mold surv ives  on t h e  r e a r ,  bu t  i t  i s  
unclear  whether o r  not  t h e r e  previous ly  were endboards. A s  i n  t h e  no r th  d a i r y ,  t h e r e  
a r e  ven t s  wi th  sawn s l a t s  i n  t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  wa l l s .  Here t h e  s l a t s  a r e  s e t  i n t o  a  
s l i g h t l y  more e l a b o r a t e  frame, wi th  s p a s  r a t h e r  than beads surrounding t h e  openings. 
Like o t h e r  doors  i n  t h e  t h r e e  bu i ld ings ,  t h e  beaded board-and-batten door h e r e  i s  hung 
on s t r a p  hinges with heavy r a t - t a i l  p i n t l e s .  This  door has  an o r i g i n a l  diagonal  ba t t en  
on t h e  r e a r  s i d e ,  a  bracing f e a t u r e  t h a t  i s  unusual on Chesapeake doors be fo re  t h e  l a t e  
19th century.  I n  t h e  no r th  gable,  t h e r e  i s  a 2'-9y' x 2'-11" opening s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  on 
t h e  no r th  d a i r y .  I t  too had a  s h u t t e r  hung on s t r a p  hinges wi th  r a t - t a i l  p i n t l e s .  

Twentieth-century sheathing prevents  a  f u l l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  i n t e r i o r .  However, 
c e i l i n g  framing and f l o o r i n g  was exposed and whitewashed, and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f i r s t - f l o o r  
s t u d s  were n o t  whitewashed may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e w a l l s  were p l a s t e red .  

The i n t e r i o r  sheathing was p a r t  of a  gene ra l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  20th 
century when t h e  d a i r y  was converted t o  a  k i tchen  and t h e  space between i t  and the  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #2) 
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smokehouse was enclosed t o  form a bedroom f o r  t h e  cook, (Walter b owl and, t h e  present  
owner, says  t h a t  t h e  narrow space was used f o r  t h a t  func t ion  w i t h i n  t h e  memory of h i s  
neighbors.  According t o  them, t h e  bu i ld ing  was once used a s  a summer ki tchen ,  and an 
i r o n  cooking s tove  was moved from t h e  c e l l a r  of t h e  house t o  t h i s  bui ld ing  when t h e  
season a r r i v e d .  An e l e c t r i c  s tove  and a n  a s soc ia t ed  220-volt socket  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i ts  
funct ion  continued a t  l e a s t  i n t o  t h e  1950s.) A t  t h a t  t ime, small  four-pane windows, 
a f r o n t  porch, and i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  cupboards and she lves  were added. A s i n k  was 
included a t  t h e  south  end of t h e  porch, and t h e r e  were i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  doorways 
t o  the  bedroom. 

Date: c i r c a  1810 

Evidence: wrought, hand-headed cu t ,  and c u t  n a i l s  
hewn and pit-sawn framing 

Smokehouse: 
The Smokehouse has  t h e  same p lan  dimensions, although i t  i s  s l i g h t l y  t a l l e r  than t h e  - 

contemporary d a i r y  t o  t h e  south.  - I t s  d e t a i l s  prbvide evidence f o r  t h e  G o c e s s e s  t h e  
bui lding housed, a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  r e l a t i v e  l e v e l  of f i n i s h  wi th in  t h e  outbui ld ing  group 

The e x t e r i o r  i s  covered wi th  bevel-edge beading s id ing  and has  a n  o r i g i n a l  
unbeaded board-and-batten door. The o r i g i n a l  co rn ice  surv ives ,  w i th  a beaded f a s c i a  
and a crown mold t h a t  c o n s i s t s  of a l a r g e  cyma r e c t a  above a small  cyma reversa .  Here, 
the  end boards were d e f i n i t e l y  omi t ted ,  a s  was not  t h e  case  i n  t h e  n o r t h  da i ry .  

Specia l ized  framing inc ludes  c lose-se t  s t u d s  i n  t h e  w a l l s  and gables ,  two l e v e l s  
of c o l l a r s ,  and j o i s t s  t h a t  a r e  pegged i n t o  t h e  p l a t e s .  Other than t h e  two l e v e l s  of 
c o l l a r s ,  however, t h e r e  i s  no s p e c i a l  framing allowance f o r  hanging hams. Meat seems 
t o  have been hung d i r e c t l y  from long pegs d r iven  through t h e  c o l l a r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  from 
wrought and cu t  n a i l s  i n  t h e  j o i s t s .  Wrought hooks and c u t  n a i l s  i n  t h e  s t u d s  apparent ly  
c a r r i e d  a d d i t i o n a l  meat. 

Thick f loo r ing  r e s t s  on two j o i s t s  t h a t  a r e  mort ised i n t o  t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  s i l ls .  
The j o i s t s  and two headers form a frame i n t o  which is s e t  a br ick- l ined  f i r e  box. 
Twentieth-century she lves  used f o r  s a l t i n g  meat extend around two s i d e s .  

Date: circa 1800 

Evidence: wrought, hand headed c u t ,  and c u t  n a i l s  
hewn and pit-sawn framing 

North Dairy: 
The e a r l y  f a b r i c  of t h e  smal le r  and s l i g h t l y  l a t e r  no r th  d a i r y  i s  more i n t a c t  and 

access ib l e  than t h a t  of t h e  south d a i r y ,  s o  i t  i s  somewhat d i f f i c u l t  t o  make comparisons. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #3) 
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However, t h e  o r i g i n a l  form of t h e  no r th  d a i r y  is e n t i r e l y  evident .  It is covered with 
beaded weatherboards and has ven t s  w i th  decora t ive  sawn s l a t s  on t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  
wal l s .  The corn ice  i s  20th century ,  but  a  square endboard and a tapered bargeboard survive.  
Like t h e  two bu i ld ings  t o  t h e  south,  t h e  no r th  d a i r y  has a  board-and-batten door hung 
on s t r a p  hinges wi th  heavy r a t - t a i l  p i n t l e s .  A 1'-3" x 2'-3" opening i n  t h e  south  gable  
was previous ly  closed wi th  a  s h u t t e r  hung on t h e  same type of hinges.  The l a t t e r  provides 
t h e  only access  t o  t h e  a t t i c ,  which has  b i r d  ho le s  i n  i t s  oppos i te  gable.  

The i n t e r i o r  has  baseboard, p l a s t e r e d  wa l l s  and c e i l i n g ,  and two rows of o r i g i n a l  
she lves .  The upper she l f  p r o j e c t s  s l i g h t l y  f u r t h e r  than t h e  lower, and i t  i s  supported 
by diagonal  s t r u t s  a s  we l l  a s  l edge r s .  While t h e  baseboard has received a  coa t  of green 
pa in t  (of unknown d a t e ) ,  t h e  she lves  and t h e  i n t e r i o r  s i d e s  of t h e  ven t  s l a t s  have never 
been painted.  A ledger  a t tached  over t h e  f r o n t  weatherboards t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  f r o n t  
door (with c u t  n a i l s )  i s  probably a  remnant of an e x t e r i o r  s h e l f ,  

There a r e  two unusual m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  framing, i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  absence 
of r a f t e r  c o l l a r s :  t h e r e  have never been j o i s t s  under t h e  2"-thick f l o o r ,  and t h e r e  i s  
a  s i n g l e  corner  brace  i n  each wal l .  

Date: c i r c a  1810-1830 

Evidence: cu t  n a i l s  
wrought n a i l s  i n  door 
hewn and pit-sawn framing 

North of these  t h r e e  bu i ld ings  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  wood-frame p r ivy  sheathed wi th  
beaded weatherboards and covered wi th  a  wood-shingle roo f .  The facade has  a  s i n g l e  small  
door and small  windows a r e  i n  each end. The ho le s  of t h e  s e a t i n g  platform preserve  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  round wooden tops wi th  wooden handles -- a most unusual s u r v i v a l .  

The gable-roof outbui ld ing  t o  t h e  southwest of t h e  house i s  covered wi th  board- 
and-batten s id ing  and d a t e s  t o  t h e  mid-19th century  o r  l a t e r .  It probably s t ands  on 
t h e  s i t e  of an e a r l i e r  bu i ld ing  t h a t  was served by t h e  co l lapsed  b r i c k  chimney on the  
south end of t h e  p resen t  bui ld ing .  The bu i ld ing  was e rec t ed  a s  a  k i t chen  wi th  a  se rvan t ' s  
room above. Current ly,  t h e  bui ld ing  i s  d e t e r i o r a t e d  but  is t o  be r e s t o r e d ,  probably 
a s  a  gues t  co t tage .  

Farm Buildings:  
The farm bu i ld ings  along t h e  l a n e  leading  t o  t h e  west of t h e  domestic complex 

include a  ruinous 19th-century blacksmith shop and a plank-construct ion s to rage  shed. 
The shed l i k e l y  d a t e s  no e a r l i e r  than t h e  mid-19th century  and employs t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
cons t ruc t ion  of many farm bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  region.  The l a r g e  wooden barn f a r t h e r  west 
encases what appears t o  be a  smal le r  barn s t r u c t u r e  da t ing  from t h e  e a r l y  19th  century.  

(See Continuat ion Sheet # 4 )  
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Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 A archeology-historic -conservation - law - science 
- 1500-1599 -agriculture -economics- - literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 2 L  architecture -education -military - social1 
ZL 1700-1799 - art -engineering - music humanitarian 
2L 1800-1899 -commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- 1 9 0 s  -communications - industry - politics/government -transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates ca. 1795, ca. 1800. BuilderlArchitect Car te r  Croxton - - 181-u - 
Statement of Significance [in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The outbui ld ings ,  farm bui ld ings ,  and res idence  a t  Cherry Walk form an unusually 
complete e a s t e r n  Vi rg in i a  p l a n t a t i o n  complex of modest s i z e ,  providing a r a r e ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  
undisturbed p i c t u r e  of a vanished l i f e  s t y l e .  The dwelling house was b u i l t  ca.  1795 
f o r  Car te r  Croxton whose family had owned t h e  proper ty  s i n c e  1739. With i t s  s t eep  gambrel 
roo f ,  p l a i n  i n t e r i o r ,  and unadorned b r i c k  wal l s ,  t h e  house i s  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  example 
of late-18th-century Tidewater vernacular  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The domestic outbui ld ings ,  which 
unexpectedly inc lude  two d a i r i e s  bes ides  t h e  smokehouse, pr ivy ,  and k i tchen ,  a r e  of par- 
t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  both-as  a group and ind iv idua l ly  a s  they have su f fe red  s o  l i t t l e  modifi-  
ca t ion .  The outbui ld ings ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  t h r e e  surv iv ing  farm bu i ld ings ,  were put  up 
a t  var ious  times and thus  i l l u s t r a t e  r u r a l  bui ld ing  techniques extending over a long 
time-span. Fur ther  information on l i f e  a t  Cherry Walk could be recovered through 
archaeologica l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of vanished farm s t r u c t u r e s  and outbui ld ings  a s  w e l l  a s  from 
the  s i t e s  of t h e  mid-18th-century Croxton house and t h e  e a r l i e r  Fargusson dwell ing,  
which a r e  both  be l ieved  t o  be somewhere on t h e  grounds. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The land  on which Cherry Walk now s t ands  was f i r s t  mentioned i n  a c o l o n i a l  pa t en t  
dated 1714 t o  a John Fargusson f o r  one hundred a c r e s  i n  South Farnham Par i sh ,  Essex County. 
This  one hundred a c r e s  was poss ib ly  t h e  same t r a c t  l a t e r  deeded by James Fargusson t o  
John Croxton i n  1739 and described a s  being p a r t  of t h a t  t r a c t  where James Fargusson now 
dwells. Reference i n  t h e  1739 deed was made t o  " a l l  bu i ld ings ,  houses and orchards ..." 
and p a r t i c u l a r l y  noted was t h e  exception of t h e  " b u r i a l  place" from what was otherwise 
deeded. This  evidence thus  sugges ts  t h a t  t h e  t r a c t  was t h e  home p lace  of t h e  Fargusson 
family whose name appeared o f t e n  i n  Essex County records  of t h e  18 th  century.  I n  a deed 
of t h e  same year ,  Fargusson mortgaged 150 a d d i t i o n a l  a c r e s  t o  Croxton f o r  a debt  of 20,000 
pounds of tobacco. John Croxton probably occupied t h e  proper ty  he purchased from Fargusson, 
f o r  h i s  w i l l  dated 1750 and recorded i n  1757 bequeathed t h i s  p a r c e l  of land t o  h i s  
e l d e s t  son, John, and d i d  not  mention any o the r  proper ty  on which he might have dwelled. 
John Croxton's inventory was a modest one inc luding  twelve s l a v e s  and t h e  s tandard house- 
hold fu rn i sh ings ,  l i v e s t o c k ,  and farming equipment. John Croxton, Jr .  died i n  1775 and 
h i s  w i l l  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a l l  h i s  lands  and houses descend t o  h i s  e l d e s t  son, Car t e r  
Croxton. Because n e i t h e r  Car t e r  nor h i s  two b r o t h e r s  were of age a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  
management of t h e i r  proper ty  was assigned t o  Richard Thomas Haile .  The inventory and 
account of John dkoxton Jr. 's  e s t a t e  was a s tandard one wi th  shoemaker t o o l s  t h e  only 
item of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t .  

Although Car ter  Croxton appears  i n  t h e  f i r s t  land t ax  books f o r  Essex County i n  
1782 charged with 177 a c r e s ,  he  may not  have reached t h e  age  of twenty-one yea r s  
u n t i l  s e v e r a l  yea r s  l a t e r .  

-. (See Continuat ion Sheet  64) 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION -- A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Analysis  

The house and i ts  outbui ld ings  a r e  s e t  i n  a park-l ike yard informal ly  p lanted  with 
a v a r i e t y  of shade t r e e s .  The farm bu i ld ings  a r e  surrounded by open f i e l d s .  I n  t h e  f i e l d  
t o  the  no r th  of t h e  farm bu i ld ings  i s  t h e  Croxton family burying ground which r e t a i n s  
only one marker. The whole complex i s  scheduled by t h e  p resen t  owner f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
over a long term period beginning wi th  t h e  main house and most important outbui ld ings .  
Guidance i n  t h e  p ro jec t  is being provided by t h e  Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
and t h e  Colonial  Williamsburg Foundation. 

8. SIGNIFICANCE -- H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

Later  census da ta  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h i s  b i r t h  d a t e  would have been s e v e r a l  years  a f t e r  1765. 
It i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  he was "of age" by t h e  1790 census, which named him a s  a head of 
household. The seve ra l  o the r  white  t i t h a b l e s  l i s t e d  i n  h i s  household f o r  t h a t  year  were 
probably younger b ro the r s .  The corresponding land t ax  records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Croxton's 
property was taxed a t  a moderately high r a t e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  improvements on t h e  property.  
I n  1795, Car te r  Croxton married h i s  f i r s t  wi fe ,  Nancy Dunn and was prosperous enough 
t o  purchase another  two hundred t r a c t  of land i n  Essex County. Arch i t ec tu ra l  evidence 
and Croxton's provable solvency together  suggest  t h e  bu i ld ing  d a t e  f o r  t h e  p resen t  
s t r u c t u r e  of ca.  1795. During t h e  nex t  twenty-five years ,  Croxton continued t o  inc rease  
h i s  land holdings.  The very complete personal  proper ty  records  f o r  1815 show he had 
twenty-two s l aves  and for ty-e ight  head of c a t t l e  a s  we l l  a s  a c a r r i a g e ,  a m i l l  valued a t  
two hundred d o l l a r s  and a dwelling house valued a t  one thousand d o l l a r s .  Severa l  of t h e  
dependencies, including t h e  no r th  and south  d a i r y  and t h e  smokehouse, d a t e  from t h i s  same 
period.  The t a x  inventory of Croxton's personal  proper ty ,  which included s e v e r a l  p ieces  
of s u b s t a n t i a l  f u r n i t u r e  and looking g l a s s e s ,  described a well-appointed house. 

I n  1825, Car te r  Croxton married h i s  second wife ,  Frances Faulconer.  From t h i s  
marriage came four  daughters ,  one of whom, Fannie E .  Croxton, l a t e r  occupied Cherry Walk. 
No w i l l  is extant  f o r  Car te r  Croxton; however, t a x  records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  died ca. 1843. 
H i s  widow, Frances, died i n  1849, and her  w i l l  l e f t  poss ib ly  t h e  most r evea l ing  record 
of t h e  Cherry Walk P l a n t a t i o n ,  then c a l l e d  "Cherry Row." Frances Croxton's w i l l  s p e c i f i -  
c a l l y  d i r ec t ed  t h a t  "Cherry Row" be kept  toge ther  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  yea r s  a f t e r  her  death.  
Among t h e  more i n t e r e s t i n g  items i n  her  inventory were a map of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  a 
q u i l t i n g  frame, a l o t  of b r i c k  molds, a l o t  of planking and s c a n t l i n g ,  sh ing le s ,  a s t i l l ,  
a l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  of wood and carpent ry  t o o l s ,  s i lverware ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  and about  twenty 
s laves.  Following a l awsu i t  among her  h e i r s ,  t h e  County Commissioner divided t h e  e s t a t e ,  
and i n  1855 t h e  "Cherry Row" p l a n t a t i o n  was deeded t o  Alexander Broaddus and h i s  w i f e  
Fannie Croxton, daughter of Car te r  and Frances Croxton. - 

Under Alexander Broaddus's ownership, t h e  proper ty  came t o  be  known a s  Cherry Walk. 
Fannie Croxton died soon a f t e r  her  husband purchased her  f ami ly ' s  home; i n  1859, Alexander 

(See Continuation Sheet #5) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

Broaddus married h i s  neighbor of Beaver H i l l s a l l i e  M. H a i l e .  They r a i s e d  a l a r g e  family 
a t  Cherry Walk, while  M r .  Broaddus served f o r  many yea r s  a s  t r e a s u r e r  of Essex County. 
Following h i s  dea th  i n  1883 and S a l l i e  Broaddus's dea th  some twenty yea r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  
Cherry Walk P l a n t a t i o n  of nea r ly  530 a c r e s  was divided among t h e i r  many ch i ld ren .  Woodley 
Broaddus u l t ima te ly  came i n t o  possession of t h e  dwelling house, dependencies, and 175 
ac res .  A p l a t  drawn i n  1905 t o  accompany her  deed t o  the  proper ty  inc ludes  a  ske tch  of 
t h e  house showing t h e  lean-to on t h e  south  end, t h e  end chimneys, and t h e  Dutch roof .  
The property remained i n  t h e  ownership of t h e  Broaddus h e i r s  u n t i l  i t  was so ld  i n  1982 
t o  M r .  and M r s .  Walter Rowland of Wilmington, Delaware who a r e  planning a  s u b s t a n t i a l  
r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  dwell ing and t h e  dependencies. 

MTP 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA--Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  (con ' t . )  and Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The boundaries of Cherry Walk have been 
drawn t o  inc lude  t h e  95 a c r e s  c u r r e n t l y  belonging wi th  t h e  property,  a  t r a c t  which conforms 
roughly wi th  t h a t  belonging t o  t h e  proper ty  i n  t h e  18th century.  The acreage provides 
an appropr i a t e ly  scen ic  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  house and i ts  ou tbu i ld ings  and farm bui ld ings ,  
providing them wi th  surrounding f i e l d s  and a backdrop of wooded ravines .  The wooded a r e a s  
a r e  important t o  inc lude  because they probably con ta in  a rchaeologica l  remains of 18th- 
century outbui ld ings ,  most l i k e l y  s l a v e  houses, s i n c e  documentation has shown t h a t  e a r l y  
owners of Cherry Walk had s l a v e s .  The f i e l d s  t o  t h e  no r th  and south  of t h e  house a r e  
appropr i a t e ly  included s i n c e  good views of t h e  house and its a u x i l i a r y  bu i ld ings  a r e  
obtained a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d s  from t h e  county road. The f i e l d s  a r e  a l s o  l i k e l y  t o  con ta in  
a rchaeologica l  remains of e a r l y  farm bu i ld ings  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house 
on t h e  property.  The f i e l d  t o  t h e  no r th  of t h e  house con ta ins  t h e  family burying ground. 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 95.095 a c r e s  
~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~  name M i l l e r ' s  Tavern, Va. 

UTM References 
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Verbal boundary descript ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a po in t  on t h e  W s i d e  of VA 620 approx- 
imately 1500' SSE of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of VA 642 and s a i d  rou te ;  thence extending about 3150' 
WSW; thence about 250' S; thence about 2000' E;  thence about 600' ESE; thence about 800' E;  
thence about 400' ENE-to W s i d e  of VA 620; thence about 1700' NNW along W s i d e  of VA 620 
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