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D E s C R l ' S i  THE PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  (If kn-") P H Y s l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The Glebe House of S t .  Anne's Pa r i sh  i s  s e t  i n  a  broad expanse of open, lev6 
farmland, formerly known a s  C love r f i e lds ,  overlooking Occupacia Creek a t  it: 
confluence wi th  t h e  Rappahannock River.  The house is a two-story, t h ree -  
bay bu i ld ing  about 50 f e e t  long by 20 f e e t  wide. Its b r i c k  w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  
i n  Flemish bond,with g lazed  headers  above t h e  beveled water  t a b l e  and r a k i n ~  
courses  of  glazed headers accent ing  t h e  roof s lopes  on t h e  gable  ends. The 
windoris i n  t h e  second s t o r y  a r e  diminished i n  s i z e  from those  i n  t h e  f i r s t .  
Sone e a r l y  s ix-over-s ix  and four-over-four  sa sh  remain, and f i v e - l i g h t  
transoms cap each of  t h e  doorways. A 1 1  t h e  doors and windows have gauged 
jack arches and rubbed br'ick janbs.  Rubbed b r i c k  a l s o  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  
co rne r s  of t h e  house. The f u l l  basement i s  i l luminated  by segmental 
openings, and a  segmental-arched bulkhead under t h e  en t r ance  door on t h e  
northwest e l e v a t i o n  has  been c losed .  The gable  roof is covered w i t h  e a r l y  
(but not  o r i g i n a l )  s h i n g l e s  under a  t i n  roof,and i n t e r i o r  end chimneys wi th  
four-course corbe led  caps crown t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  

No p a r t i t i o n s  remain i n  t h e  house, a l though s t r u c t u r a l  evidence i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  was once a  c e n t e r - h a l l  p lan  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  b r i c k  p a r t i t i o r  
running from t h e  c e l l a r  on up through t h e  second f l o o r .  Th i s  would mean 
t h a t  t h e  p resen t  s t r a i g h t - r u n  s t a i rway ,  which r i s e s  from nea r  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
door over  one of  t h e  former p a r t i t i o n s ,  i s  not  o r i g i n a l ,  though it may d a t e  
from t h e  ear ly-n ine teenth  century .  

The Glebe possesses  a  r i c h  s t o r e  of i n t e r i o r  woodwork probably i n s t a l l e d  
a f t e r  t h e  house was b u i l t .  The south  f i r s t - f l o o r  room has a  l a r g e  mantel  
of unusual design,  c o n s i s t i n g  of  an a r c h i t r a v e  f i r e p l a c e  surround wi th  .. 
heavy c r o s e t t e s  which i s  a b r u p t l y  ramped up t o  meet t h e  c o r n i c e  s o f f i t  over  
t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  opening. The man te l ' s  corn ice-she l f  i t s e l f  is  enr iched  
wi th  fretwork and g u i l l o c h e  moldings. To e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  f i r e p l a e e  is a 
cupboard f lanked by s t r a n g e l y  conceived, a t t enua ted  f l u t e d  Doric p i l a s t e r s  
wi th  necking about 'one-quarter  of the  way down. These s i t  upon s l e n d e r  
pedes t a l s  whose surbases  a r e  formed by breaking t h e  c h a i r  r a i l  around them. 
A f re twork  co rn ice  i s  broken o u t  over  each of t h e  p i l a s t e r s .  

I n  t h i s  room, a s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  rooms on both  t h e  f i r s t  and t h e  second f l o o r s ,  
a  co rn ice  and wainscot ing were once c a r r i e d  around a l l  f o u r  wal l s .  None of  
t h i s  o r  of t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  woodwork i n  t h e  house, w i th  t h e  except ion  o f  most 
of t h e  paneled window and door r e v e a l s ,  i s  s t i l l  i n  p lace .  Like t h e  doors 
t o  t h e  cupboards, t h e s e  paneled r e v e a l s  probably d a t e  from t h e  l a t e -  
e igh teen th  o r  ea r ly -n ine teen th  c e n t u r i e s .  In  f a c t ,  a l l  
o f  the  p resen t  woodwork i n  t h e  house, inc luding  t h e  s t a i r s ,  may have been 
i n s t a l l e d  when t h e  house passed i n t o  p r i v a t e  hands i n  1803. 

Most of the  dismantled woodwork i s  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  house and can  be rep laced ,  
guided by marks s t i l l  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  brickwork. Among t h i s  trim 
i s  a  mantel f o r  the  n o r t h  f i r s t - f l o o r  room. This ,  t oo ,  has  an a r c h i t r a v e  
surround with l a r g e  c r o s e t t e s  and i s  surmounted by a  broad pulv ina ted  
f r i e z e  and bold ly  molded mantel  s h e l f .  
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7.  
The f l o o r s  have been removed by t h e  present  owner and s t o r e d  f o r  f u t u r e  
use i n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of  t h e  bu i ld ing .  The j o i s t s  r e v e a l  a  s e r i e s  of  
auger ho le s  used t o  p ry  t h e  f l o o r i n g  t i g h t l y  i n t o  pos i t i on .  The roof 
s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t s  o f  c lose - se t  cormnon r a f t e r s  wi th  lapped c o l l a r  beams 
suppor t ing  numerous 1 i g h t . p u r l i n s  t o  which t h e  sh ing le s  a r e  app l i ed  
d i r e c t l y .  

D. T. U. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The Glebe House of S t .  Anne's Pa r i sh  is a  s i g n i f i c a n t  ixample of a  r a r e  
c o l o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  form. Approximately a  dozen g lebe  houses su rv ive  
i n  V i r g i n i a - - t h a t  of S t .  Anne's pa r i sh  i s  one of  t h e  o l d e s t  and most 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  distinguished,,  The g lebe  houses were b u i l t  w i th  t h e  
same high q u a l i t y  craf tsmanship employed i n  t h e  churches, o f t e n  wi th  t h e  
same workmen, thus  accounting f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  outs tanding  Flemish- 
bond brickwork. 

The d a t e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  bu i ld ing  is unce r t a in ,  but  i t s  brickwork 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  is was b u i l t  sometime e a r l y  i n  t h e  e igh teen th  century .  The 
land had been owned by S t .  Anne's Pa r i sh  s i n c e  1714, and i t  has  been 
suggested t h a t  t h e  house may have been b u i l t  a t  t h e  same time a s  t h e  1731 
a d d i t i o n  t o  nearby Vauter ' s  Church owing t o  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  of  t h e  br ick-  
work i n  t h e  two bu i ld ings .  I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  case ,  t h e  house i s  probably 
t h e  o l d e s t  b r i c k  house i n  EssexCounty  and one of  t h e  o l d e s t  g lebe  houses 
i n  Vi rg in i a .  !.. , . . : . ; . -  ' . . .  ' > . . .  . . .  . .. .. :, .. . . .. ~ . 

P r i o r  fo ,1731 S t .  Anne's Pa r i sh  had,beep t . h e  , focus:o£ a . cour t , , su i t .  , . ., 

involv ing  the  v e s t r y  and t h e  r o y a l  governor,  Alexander Spotswood, over  
t h e  r i g h t  of  s e t t l emen t  of ~ a r i s h  c l e rgy .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y * ,  iq,.the,.,absence 
of  an American b ishop of t h e  Church of England, t h e  c o l o n i a l  governors of  
V i r g i n i a  had viewed themselves .as  t h e  heads of t h e  Church i n  the,&r >, 

! colony. A t  t h e  same time, t h e  l ack  of an e f f e c t i v e  c e n t r a l  admin i s t r a t ion  
l e f t  t h e  v e s t r y  i n  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  p a r i s h  j u s t  a s  the  county 
cour t s - -o f t en  t h e  same men--were i n  t h e  county c i v i l  government. 
Spotswood won t h e  s u i t ,  bu t  h i s  candida te  soon l e f t  t h e  pa r i sh  and t h e  
v e s t r y ' s  man took over.  Henceforth, t h e  v e s t r y ' s  power of appointment 
was assured  i n  Vi rg in i a .  

The f i r s t  occupant of t h e  house was Robert Rose, a  Scot ,  who came t o  S t .  
Anne's i n  1725. Rose may have had a  hand i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  of t h e  house. 
A man of many t a l e n t s ,  he was a l s o  c a l l e d  upon f o r  h e l p  i n  l ay ing  out  t h e  
c i t y  of Richmond i n  1751 and d ied  ;.here while  ca r ry ing  o u t  t h a t  mission. 
He was succeeded by a  M r .  Smelts and then by John Natthevs.  

I n  1802, t h e  V i r g i n i a  1 e g i s l a t u q e . t o q k  f ina l , : s t eps  t o w a ~ d  the d i s -  -,., 
e s t a b l i s h n e n t  of t h e  Episcopal  church when . i t  d i scont inued ~ t a t e  ::.:-.,: 

s a l a r i e s  f o r  c l e r g y  and ordered  t h e  s a l e  of  a l l  g lebe  lands .  S t .  Anne's 



8. 
Glebe was s o l d  i n  1803 t o  an Edward Rouzie, poss ib ly  a  descendant 
of  t h e  Edward Rouzie t o  whom t h e  land was o r i g i n a l l y  g ran ted  in.1671.  
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Through t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  t h e  proper ty  remained i n  t h e  hands of 
Rouzie 's  h e i r s ,  the  Bai rds ,  Westmores and Rouzies. I n  t h e  twen t i e th  
cen tu ry  it has  belonged t o  t h e  Ha l l ,  Watts,  Richardson and Keck f ami l i e s .  
The present  owner, 3 .  H. Hundley, Sr. ,  purchased t h e  farm i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1960's .  The house i s  p r e s e n t l y  unoccupied bu t  await ing r e s t o r a t i o n .  
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