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&C DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

ANALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

A L T E R E D  __MOVED D A L  

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Glencairn, a long,  s tory-and-a-half ,  brick-nogged frame bui ld ing  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  
18th century,  is s e t  i n  a f l a t ,  open f i e l d  adjacent  t o  Route 17 i n  nor the rn  Essex 
County. The six-bay house has a high basement t h e  e a r l i e s t  por t ions  o f  which are l a i d  
i n  English bond. Most o f  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  underpinning was reworked i n  three-and four- 
course American bond during 19th-century renovations.  The e x t e r i o r  end chimneys a r e  
l a i d  i n  Flemish bond and each has two s e t s  of tumble-coursed weatherings.  The s t a c k  on 
the  e a s t  chimney was r e b u i l t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  19 th  century.  The house is c l a d  i n  19th-  
century weatherboards, but  some e a r l y  beaded weatherboards remain on t h e  west  gable .  
A l l  of t h e  s a s h  d a t e  from t h e  e a r l y  20th century.  Standing-seam shee t  metal  covers 
t h e  s t e e p  (50') roof which has f i v e  shed dormers i n  each s lope .  A t  t h e  r e a r  a la te  
18th-century, shed-roofed p r c h  s t r e t c h e s  t h e  l eng th  o f  t h e  house. A two-story wing 
b u i l t  a t  t h e  west end of t h e  house e a r l y  i n  the  20th cen tu ry  was removed recent ly .  

The p lan  o f  Glencairn is unusual and r e f l e c t s  the  house's two-stage cons t ruc t ion .  
The square wes tern  room is t h e  e a r l i e s t  sec t ion ,and i ts  present  p l a s t e rboa rd  c e i l i n g  
conceals  j o i s t s  which were o r i g i n a l l y  exposed, a s  t h e i r  smoke-blackened su r faces  and 
d e l i c a t e l y  chamfered edges a t t e s t .  Furthermore, t h e  ends of t h e  r a f t e r s  a r e  s e t  
n e i t h e r  on a plank f a l s e  p l a t e ,  a s  was the  s tandard  p rac t i ce ,  nor on a square  f a l s e  p l a t e  
s e t  d iagonal ly  and ha l f - lapped and pegged t o  t h e  tops  o f  the  jo is t s ,which  was t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  a l t e r n a t e  p r a c t i c e .  Rather,  they a r e  atached t o  a timber of 4-by-6-inch 

I scan t l ing ,  half- lapped and pegged t o  the  j o i s t s ,  but  s e t  f l a t .  The s o f f i t s  and ends 
o f  the  j o i s t s  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  f a s c i a  o f  t h e  f a l s e  p l a t e  were o r i g i n a l l y  exposed and a r e  
weathered. A s  t h e  only  known example of t h i s  type of c o n s t r u c t i o n , i t  i s  no t  poss ib le  
t o  d a t e  t h i s  f e a t u r e , b u t  documents i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  house was probably 
s tanding by 1750. Furthermore, it can be s a i d  t h a t  exposed cornices  (and exposed 
j o i s t s  i n  dwell ings)  seem f o r  t h e  most p a r t  t o  have disappeared i n  Vi rg in ia  by t h e  
mid-18th century .  Cer t a in ly  by t h a t  time t h e  use  of board and occas iona l ly  o f  t i l t e d  
f a l s e  p l a t e s  was t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r a c t i c e .  Consequently, i t  - be t h a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
d a t e  of 1730, o r  even one a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r ,  is co r rec t .  

There is  no decora t ion  i n  the  western room, bu t  a s t a i r  once rose  i n  t h e  north- 
e a s t  corner .  

The remainderof t h e  house,which was probably added i n  the  f o u r t h  q u a r t e r  of t h e  
18th  c e n t u r y , c o n s i s t s  o f  two o t h e r  rooms ad jacen t  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  The c e n t r a l  room 
conta ins  t h e  enclosed winder s t a i r  i n  i t s  northwest corner  and no o t h e r  t r i m .  It i s  
more than twice a s  wide a s  most 18th-century  c e n t r a l  passages. A s t a i r  t o  t h e  c e l l a r  
was b u i l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  e a s t  w a l l  o f  t h i s  room i n  the  mid-19th century  when t h a t  space  
was f loo red  and divided i n t o  Pour f in i shed  rooms. 

The easternmost room conta ins  t h e  only  noteworthy decora t ion  i n  t h e  house. A 
d e n t i l  cornice  is c a r r i e d  around the  room connect ing it v i s u a l l y  wi th  t h e  chimney 
b reas t  which c o n s i s t s  of a high unsupported d e n t i l  s h e l f  s e p a r a t i n g  two t i e r s  o f  
panels .  Above t h e  s h e l f  a r e  s i x  t a l l ,  narrow rec tangular  panels  and below it a r e  
two s i m i l a r  panels  sepa ra ted  by a long,  ho r i zon ta l  r ec tangu la r  panel.  The,whole 
assembly is f lanked by a p a i r  of a t t enua ted  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  which use the  room 
cornice  a s  c a p i t a l s .  

(See con t inua t ion  Sheet  31) 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION 

This newer s e c t i o n  of t h e  house has s t r u c t u r a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  i t s  own. For ease  
i n  matching t h e  two sections, t he  b u i l d e r  used t h e  same s o r t  o f  f a l s e  p l a t e  a s  h i s  
predecessor did,al though the  co rn ice  was boxed i n  a t  t h a t  time and never  exposed. He 

I 
f in i shed  t h e  previous ly  unf in ished l o f t  o f  the  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  wi th  a  frame kneewall,  
but  he nagged t h e  kneewall of the  newer s e c t i o n .  This was not t h e  usua l  p rac t i ce .  
Other a l t e r a t i o n s  made t o  t h e  house a t  t h e  time of the  extens ion  inc lude  t h e  cons t ruc-  
t i o n  of t h e  p resen t  underpinning and chimneys a s  we l l  a s  t h e  r e a r  porch. The small  
lean- to  room behind t h e  w e s t  room was probably enclosed during t h e  same nid-19th- 
century renovations which included t h e  reworking o f  the  underpinning, t h e  f i n i s h i n g  of 
the  c e l l a r  and cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  c e l l a r  s t a i r s ,  and apparen t ly  the  a d d i t i o n  
of t h e  dormers. 

Some of the  ou tbu i ld ings  c l u s t e r e d  around the  house have been l o s t  i n  recent  yea r s .  
The major l o s s  was the  two-story, ex ter ior -end chimney, b r i c k  k i t chen  which s tood west 
of and on a x i s  wi th  t h e  house. Bu i l t  e a r l y  i n  the  1 9 t h  century,  it was demolished l a s t  
year  f o r  m a t e r i a l s .  Next t o  i ts  s i te  is a mid-19th-century s t r u c t u r e  o f  indeterminate 
use which s t i l l  s t a n d s .  A l a t e  19th-century i c e  house behind t h e  dwell ing is  c o l l a p s -  
ing;  next  t o  i t  s t ands  a  mid-19th-century smokehouse. 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  
The boundaries have been drawn t o  encompass the main house, the  above-mentioned ou t -  
bui ld ings  and f e a t u r e s ,  and the  d r ive  surrounding the  house. 
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Si tua ted  i n  a broad, open f i e l d  on Route 17 near  t h e  Rappahannock River  i n  nor thern  
Essex County, Glencairn,  a  handsome, story-and-a-half frame house b u i l t  i n  s e v e r a l  s t a g e s  
during t h e  18 th  century ,  was dur ing  i t s  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  t h e  property o f  t h e  Waring family,  
prominent e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  i n  Essex County. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  handsome appearance,the 
house i s  d i s t ingu i shed  by i ts  unusual p lan  and by r a r e  framing techniques which o f f e r  
important c lues  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  bu i ld ing  technology i n  Virg in ia .  

The o r i g i n a l ,  one-room western s e c t i o n  o f  Glencairn may have been b u i l t  by Thomas 
Waring " the  immigrant" o r  by William Maget. It i s  not c e r t a i n  which o f  two t r a c t s  t h e  
house s tands  on. The evidence of t h e  framing, p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  exposed j o i s t s  used a t  t h e  
eaves, suggests  t h a t  it was b u i l t  before  Waring deeded a 551-acre t r a c t  t o  h i s  son Francis  
i n  1741 o r  before Maget deeded t h e  a l t e r n a t e  t r a c t  t o  t h e  Warings i n  1750. The t r a d i t i o n a l  
d a t e  o f  1730 f o r  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  whole house may be c o r r e c t  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s e c t i o n .  

I 

Francis  Waring held t h e  proper ty  u n t i l  he died i n  1771 a t  which t i m e  h i s  holdings were 
divided between h i s  sons Col. William Waring and Henry Waring. It i s  no t  c e r t a i n  which o f  
them i n i t i a l l y  owned Glencairn.  Henry Waring d ied  i n  1779, and t h e  e n t i r e  proper ty  came 
i n t o  h i s  b ro the r  Wil l iam's  ownership. It is l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  expansion o f  t h e  house t o  i t s  
present  formoccurred dur ing  C o l .  William Waring's tenure .  He continued t o  add t o  h i s  
holdings and i n  1809 t r a n s f e r r e d  200 ac res  of h i s  e s t a t e  t o  W i l l i a m  Waring, Jr. (not h i s  
son) ;  t h i s  apparent ly  included the  Glencairn house. S i x  yeara l a t e r  Robert P. Waring 
i n h e r i t e d  t h e  t r a c t  from h i s  uncle .  

Land t a x  books i n  1822 c r e d i t e d  R. P. Waring wi th  a  holding o f  1785 a c r e s  and $1000 
worth of bu i ld ings .  This t r a c t  included the  Glencairn house a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  adjacent  
Edenetta .  When Waring d ied  i n  1844 t h e  G l e n c a i r n r ~ d e n e t t a  t r a c t  went t o  h i s  daughter- in-  
law E l i z a  Waring i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  e s t a t e .  Glencairn remained i n  iqaring hands u n t i l  
1889 when it was s o l d  t o  Thomas L.  Coates. 
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Essex County Deed Mo'& 22,25,27. 
Essex County Land Books 1810, 1816, 1819, 1820, 1848, 1851-1895. 
Essex County -- W i l l  Books 12, 13, .18,  20, 26. 

Plap of Essex County, 1863, Confederate Engineer Bureau. General J.  F. Gilmer, Chief 
Engineer. 
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