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Dranesv i l l e  Tavern a s  it now s t ands  is t h e  summation of t h r e e  
d i s t i n c t  b u i l d i n g  pe r iods ,  and a s  such i t  provides a convenient ly  compact 
s tudy o f  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  ve rnacu la r  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Today a  u n i f i e d  two- 
s t o r y  clapboard facade and a continuous roof  r i d g e  h ide  the  s t o r y  of the  
t a v e r n ' s  evo lu t ion  from two l o g  s t r u c t u r e s .  

The e a r l i e s t  s t r u c t u r a l  components of the  b u i l d i n g  d a t i n g  f r o s  
around 1830 inc lude  a  two-story d o g - t r o t  type l o g  house joined t o  a  one- 
s t o r y  l o g  k i t c h e n  by a  post-and-beam enclosure .  The hand-hewn l o g  u n i t s  
a r e  assembled by V-notch c o n s t r u c t i o n  and f l a t  s t o n e  ch ips  were used t o  
f i l l  t he  chinks  which were then daubed. On the n o r t h  s i d e ,  t he  b u i l d i n g  
has n o t  grown beyond i t s  o r i g i n a l  length  o f  f i v e  bays. The t h r e e  e a s t e r n  
bays mark the  d o g - t r o t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a c e n t r a l  h a l l  f i l l i n g  t h e  passageway 
which i s  f lanked by a  bay i n  each of the  l o g  u n i t s .  The second bay from 
the  west r e t a i n s  t h e  e a r l y  door of t h e  one-s tory  post-and-beam enc losu re  
and the  k i t c h e n  is l i g h t e d  by i ts  o r i g i n a l  f i r s t  s t o r y  window. Each o f  t h ?  
t h r e e  e a r l y  chimneys which r i s e  from t h e  r i d g e  o f  the  roof  was b u i l t  a s  a n  
e x t e r i o r  member and w a s  executed i n  dressed  T r i a s s i c  sands tone ,  a l s o  known 
as Seneca s t o n e  o f  "swamp pudding". 

From the  o u t l i  e  of t h e  e a r l y  gable  a g a i n s t  t he  c e n t r a l  chimney on 
t h e  second f l o o r ,  i t  can  be  deduced t h a t  du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  per iod  o f  con- 1 
k t r u c t i o n  t h e  p o s t - a n d - b e y  enc losu re  had been one s t o r y  h igh  w i t h  a  l o f t .  
above. I t  i s  a l s o  e v i d e p t  t h a t  t h e  roof of t h i s  h a l l  possessed a s t e e p e r  
p i t c h  than  those  o f  t h e  main house and the  k i tchen.  From a n  archaeologica .  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  was found t h a t  the  ki tchen'  was roofed i n  
s l a t e  u n l i k e  the  s h i n g l e s  which were used on the  b u i l d i n g ' s  o t h e r  r o o f s .  
The c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  foundat ions  i n  the  southwest  co rne r  o f  t h e  house 
helped t o  prove t h a t  the  c e l l a r ,  which supported a one-s tory  enclosed porch'  
a l s o  da ted  from t h i s  e a r l i e s t  per iod  of cons t ruc t ion .  

The t a v e r n ' s  p r e s e n t  appearance is  f o r  the  most p a r t  a  r e s u l t  of 
a l t e r a t i o n s  which took p l a c e  around 1850. At t h i s  time t h e  b u i l d i n g  was 
no t  only  enlarged and modernized bu t  i t  assumed the  c h a r a c t e r  'of 'a verna-  

.I 
c u l a r  example of the  Greek Revival  s t y l e .  ' The most d r a s t i c  s t r u c t u r a l  
change was t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  second f l o o r  above the  k i t c h e n  and the  frame 
enclosure .  This a l t e r a t i o n  served t o  un i fy  the  uneven r o o f l i n e  and t o  
augment t h e  second f l o o r  by two rooms which were cons t ruc ted  ove r  the  
foundat ions  of t h e  c e l l a r  i n  t h e  southwest  of t h e  house. The p i t c h  o f  the  
gable  roof  was e longated  by t h e  second plane which s h e l t e r e d  t h i s  new 
a d d i t i o n .  At t h i s  same time i t  i s  c l e a r l y  ev iden t  t h a t  t h e  k i t c h e n  chimney 
was r a i s e d  t o  compensate f o r  the  a d d i t i o n  o f  the  second f l o o r .  'Ilie chimne' ' 
shoulder  no t  only  s t o p s  a t  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l  bu t  t h e  q u a l i t y  of the  
s t o n e  work on the  s u p e r i o r  p o r t i o n  of the  s t r u c t u r e  resembles t h a t  o f  the  
f o u r t h  chimney which was b u i l t  a long  the  southwest a d d i t i o n .  Also dur ing  , I 
t h e  1850 a l t e r a t i o n ,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  was uniformly clapboarded and the  
exposed logs  o f  the  i n t e r i o r  were f i n i s h e d  with p l a s t e r .  At t h i s  time a  
two-s to ry  porch was cons t ruc ted  on t h e  n o r t h  en t rance  and a  one-s tory  porch 

; extended a c r o s s  t h e  t h r e e  e a s t e r n  bays on the  south .  The s ix -over - s ix  
I d o u b l e h u n g  s a s h  windows wi th  two-panel louvered s h u t t e r s  were a l s o  added 
i dur ing  t h e  mid-century renovat ions .  
I 
I 

\ The last  phase o f  t h e  t a v e r n ' s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  undertaken zround I 
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1693, included t h e  enc los ing  of  the  r e a r  porch and tF.e d e c o r a t i o n  of  t h e  
one-scory f r o n t  porch wi th  turned p o s t s  and sc ro l l -work  b r a c k e t s .  

On t h e  i n t e r i o r  t h e  k i t chen  and t h e  l o f t  above t h e  post-and-beam 
enc losu re  were t h e  on ly  two rooms which i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  per iod  of  the  
t a v e r n ' s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  had open r a f t e r s .  Tne main r ~ o x s  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
were whitewashed and t h e  j o i s t s  of t h e  second f l o o r  served  a s  t h e  c e i l i n g .  
Finished p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g s  were found i n  t h e  two sec0r.d f l o o r  rooms i n  t h e  
n a i n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d o g - t r o t  and i n  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  roo3  o f  t h e  post-and- 
beam enc losu re .  An e a r I & ? l t e r a t i o n  occurred when t k e  c e n t r a l  h a l l  
between the  d o g - t r o t  u n i t s 7 f i n i s h e d  thus  enab l ing  lodgers  t o  r e s t  h e r e  a t  
n i g h t .  During t h e  r enova t ions  i n  1850, the open r a f t e r s  of  t h e  k i t c h e n  
were f i l l e d  i n  by t h e  j o i s t s  of  t h e  second f l o o r .  

The mantels  which were found i n  t h e  t ave rn  a l s o  d a t e  f r o =  t h e  two 
e a r l i e r  s t a g e s  of  b u i l d i n g .  ~ u r i n ~  t h i s  e a r l y  per iod  on ly  the  trio f i r s t  
f l o o r  rooms i n  t h e  main s e c t i o n  of  t h e  house had mantels .  The presence 
o f  .rit.icewash behind t h e  mantels  on t h e  second f l o o r  s:rongly sugges t s  t h a t  
t hese  a a n t e l s  d a t e  from t h e  1350 renovat ions .  On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  al though 
a ~ ~ n t e l  was o r i g i n a l l y  loca ted  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  room, it w a s  r ep laced  by 
anocher  i n  1650 and only  the  wes t  room of  t h e  d o g - t r o t  r e t a i n s  i t s  mantel 
from the t a v e r n ' s  e a r l i e s t  per iod .  'iiiroughout t h e  structure t h e  hardware 
v h i c n  inc ludes  American co? ie s  of  Bri t ish.Carpen:er  l o &  seems t o  d a t e  
f r s a  t h e  second phase o f  t h e  tavern .  Also t h e  door s ,  f l o o r s ,  door  and 
winLow hardware, weatherboarding,  f i n i s h  and much o f  t h e  g l a s s  appear  t o  
d a r e  from t h e  1850 renovat ion .  










