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Dranesville Tavern as it now stands is the summation of three
distinct building periods, and as such it provides a conveniently compact
study of nineteenth century vernacular architecture. Today a unified two-
story clapboard facade and a continuous roof ridge hide the story of the
tavern's evolution from two log structures.

The earliest structural components of the building dating from
around 1830 include a two-story dog-trot type log house joined to a one-
story log kitchen by a post-and-beam enclosure. The hand-hewn log units
are assembled by V-notch construction and flat stone chips were used to
fill the chinks which were then daubed. On the north side, the building
has not grown beyond its original length of five bays. The three eastern
bays mark the dog-trot structure with a central hall f£illing the passageway

which is flanked by a bay in each of the log units. The second bay from
" the west retains the early door of the one-story post-and-beam enclosure
and the kitchen is lighted by its original first story window. Fach of th
three early chimneys which rise from the ridge of the roof was built as an
exterior member and was executed in dressed Triassic sandstone, also known
as Seneca stone of "swamp pudding''.

From the outline of the early gable against the central chimney on
the second floor, it can\be deduced that during the first period of con-
struction the post-and-beam enclosure had been one story high with a loft.
above. It is also evident that the roof of this hall possessed a steeper
pitch than those of the main house and the kitchen. From an archaeoleogical
investigation of the structure, it was found that the kitchen'was roofed in
slate unlike the shingles which were used on the building's other roofs.
The continuation of the foundations in the southwest corner of the house
helped to prove that the cellaxr, which supported a one-story enclosed porch)
also dated from this earliest period of construction. ‘ .

The tavern's present appearance is for the most part a result of
alterations which took place around 1850. At this time the building was
not only enlarged and modernized but it assumed the character of a verna-
cular example of the Greek Revival style.  The most drastic structural
change was the addition of a second floor above the kitchen and the frame
enclosure. This alteration served to unify the uneven roofline and to
augment the second floor by two rooms which were constructed over the
foundations of the cellar im the southwest of the house, The pitch of the)
gable roof was elongated by the second plane which sheltrered this new
addition, At this same time it is clearly evident that the kitchen chimney
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was raised to compensate for the addition of the second floor. The chimne}'s

shoulder not only stops at the first floor level but the quality of the
'stone work on the superior portion of the structure resembles that of the
fourth chimney which was built along the southwest addition. Also during
the 1850 alteration, the exterior was uniformly clapboarded and the
exposed logs of the interior were finished with plaster. At this time a
‘two-story porch was constructed on the north entrance and a one-story porch
extended across the three eastern bays on the south, The six-over-six

double hung sash windows with two-panel louvered shutters were also added
during the mid-century renovations. :

The last phase of the tavern's construction, undertaken around
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1893, included the enclosing of the rear porch and the decoration of the
one~-story front porch with turned posts and scroll-work brackets,

On the interior the kitchen and the loft above the post-and-beam
enclosure were the only two reoms which in the earliesc period of the
tavern's construction had open rafters. The main rcooms oa the first floor
were whitewashed and the joists of the second floor served as the ceiling.
Finished plaster ceilings were found in the two second floor rooms in the
main section of the dog-trot and in the first floor room of the pos t-and-
beam enclosure. An early alteration occurred when the central hald
between the dog-trot units/ finished thus enabling lodgers to rest here at
night. During the renovations in 1850, the open rafiers of the kitchen
wera filled in by the joists oi the second floor. .

The mantels which were found in the tavern also date from the two
earlier stages of building. During this early period only the two first
floor rooms in the main section of the house had mantels. The presence
of whicewash behind the mantels on the second floor strongly suggests that
these mantels date from the 18350 renovations. On the first floor although
a mantel was originally located in the eastern room, it was replaced by
another in 1850 and only the west room of the dog-trot retains its mantel
from the tavern's earliest period. Throughout the structure the hardware
which includes American copies of British.Carpenter iocks seems to date
from the second phase of the tavern. Also the doors, floors, door and
window hardware, weatherboarding, finish and much of the glass appear to

cace from the 1850 renovation.
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