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4. National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby certify that this property is: 
Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

- entered in the National Register 

- See continuation sheet. 

- determined eligible for the National Register 

- See continuation sheet. 

- determined not eligible for the National Register 

- removed from the National Register 

- other (explain): 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply): 

X private - 
- public-local 

- public-State 

- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box): 

X building(s) - 

- district 

- site 

- StNcture 

- object 

Number of Resources within Property: 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 - - 1 buildings 

- - 1 sites 

- - 1 structures 
- objects - 

1 - - 3 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) NIA 
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6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions): 

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Single Dwelling 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instmctions): 

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Sinale Dwelling 

DOMESTIC Secondarv Structure 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions): 

COLONIALIGeoreian 
LATE 191h AND 20" CENTURY REVIVALSIColonial Revival 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions): 

foundation: BRICK 

rooE METAL: Tin 

walls: WOOD: Weatherboard 

other: 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark " X  in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifymg the property for National Register listing) 

- A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

- B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

X - C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

- D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria considerations (Mark "Xu in all the boxes that apply.) 

- A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

- B removed from its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

- D a cemetery. 

- E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

- F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTISRE 

Period of Significance 

ca. 1790- ca. 1940 

Significant Dates 

ca. 1790. 1889, ca. 1940 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Arcbltect/Builder 

Macomber, Walter M. 

- - -- 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuatlon sheets.) 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on f i e  (NPS): 

- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 

- previously listed in the National Register 

- previously determined eligible by the National Register 

- designated a National Historic Landmark 

- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

X - State Historic Preservation Ofice 

- Other State agency 

- Federal agency 
X Local government - 
- University 

X - Other 

Name of repository: Fairfax Countv LibrawNA Room 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property: 2.7 Acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet): 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

1) 18 305500 4299073 3) - - 
2) - 4) - - 

- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the houndaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Jennifer B. Hallock and Laura V. Trieschmann. Architectural Historians 
organization EHT Traceries, Inc. date November 1,2003 

street & number 1121 5Ih Street. NW telephone 202-393-1 199 
city or town Washineton state DC zip code 2000 1 
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Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items wirh the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

- -- -- 

Property Owner 

(Complete tlus ttem at the request of the SHPO or FPO ) 

name Andrew and Carol Sher~dan 

street &number 4716 Wakefield Chapel Road telephone 

c~ ty  or town Annandale state VA z ~ p  code 22003 

Paoenvork Reduction Act Stntemenr: This information is beine collected for aoolications to h e  National Register of Historic Places lo nominate ~ropenies for listing 01 ~ ~~ ~ ~~~~ ~ ~~ - . . . . 
detcnnln!r r.l~gtbtl~r) iur l!,l~ng. to lhit prupcnl~,. ~ n d  to amenJ cxtitlng iustmgs. Response I" [his mqura is requlnd ta obwln a benefit in a;;>&n:c uith thc h~ll.,nal H~stonc 
Pre,cnat~on Act. 3, amsndzd I 10 L 5 C .  470 n seq I A IcJenl agcn;) ma) 1101 c~nJu;t ur ip,m8,r, sod a penun 1, not requtred Id rcapnJ h, a c l~l l~ulvn u l  lniorm~tlnn ullle,, 11 

dis~lavs a valid OM6 control number. . . 
Estimated Burden 3tatrmcnt: Puhllc npuntng hhrdcn far th, i o n  is ot~tnated to a\crapr. I b I houn per mplnsr. tn;ludlng the tune lor re\lculny i~lstucuum, :rthcnng and 
~nllnutlt~ng ho. 2nd ;olnplct#ng arnd ~ I C U I ~ ~  the t o m  D l r r ~ t  cotnm~nb rrgadnng lhts nurJrn csllmatc or an) asprut oi lhls ion13 Id Kerpcr. \auoml Red1s1r.r 21 Il.ston2 
Placer. 1849 " C  Street NW. Warhinrnon. DC 20240 



NPS Form 10-900- 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section 7 Page 1 Oak Hill, Fairfax County, VA 

VDHR Number 029-0028 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Oak Hill, located at 47 16 Wakefield Chapel Road in Fairfax County, Virginia, was constructed circa 1790 on the original 
Ravensworth tract. Constructed in the late-Georgian style, Oak Hill was built by descendants of the prominent Fitzhugh 
family. Originally a wood-frame dwelling with weatherboard cladding, Oak Hill faces south and stands two stories in 
height and five bays in width, presenting a center-hall plan. A side-gabled pressed-metal shingle roof with overhanging 
eaves and a boxed wood cornice with returns caps the dwelling. Oak Hill was expanded circa 1830 with the addition of a 
one-story, wood-frame wing that appears to have originally been an outbuilding. Further, the dwelling was significantly 
altered in the mid-to-late 1930s in the fashionable Colonial Revival style under the direction of prominent restoration 
architect Walter M. Macomber. Dominated by afull-height Colonial Revival portico recalling that ofMount Vernon, Oak 
Hill stands as a notable example of early historic renovations. The central entry, replaced with an historic Italianate-style 
rounded-arch door and molded surround during the 1930s renovation, is flanked by six-over-six windows to the east and 
fixed eight-light replacement windows to the west. The second-story openings hold six-over-six double-hung, wood-sash 
windows with molded surrounds and wood sills. 

Once located on the more than 22,000-acre rural tract of Ravensworth, Oak Hill currently consists of ninety acres of 
farmland. The historic property, which was originally settled as a tobacco plantation in the late 18" century, also contains a 
noncontributing well house, swimming pool, and basketball court. Landscaping, a boxwood-lined driveway, and a grassy 
yard with mature and immature trees and shrubs further accent the private property now nestled within a suburban 
Annandale neighborhood. 

Exterior Description 

Set on a solid, irregularly coursed American-bond brick foundation, Oak Hill stands two-and-a-half stories in height and is 
capped by a side-gabled roof with pressed metal shingles. Featuring weatherboard cladding with a beaded edge and wood- 
frame construction, the circa 1790 dwelling is five bays in width. Exterior-end shouldered chimneys constructed of 
irregularly coursed American-bond brick with queen closers anchor the late-Georgian-style dwelling. 

Oak Hill was expanded circa 1830 with the addition of a previously existing one-story, wood-frame shed. Clad in 
weatherboard and featuring a wrap-around one-story porch with wood-post supports, this wing addition is detailed with a 
boxed wood cornice, side-gabled standing-seam metal roof, and a rebuilt interior-end brick chimney. In the mid-to-late 
1930s, the original late-Georgian-style faqade was updated with the addition of a fashionable Colonial Revival portico and 
gabled dormers, designed by renowned restoration architect Walter M. Macomber. Other 1930s alterations to the exterior 
of Oak Hill are limited to the rear elevation and include a shed addition, a shed dormer, and a one-story brick kitchen. A 
modem hyphen, constructed circa 1970, links the dwelling to an early 1940s wood-frame, side-gabled garage. 

The primary elevation, which faces south, is dominated by a two-story, full-width portico with Tuscan posts, a molded 
entablature, a boxed wood cornice, and a Chippendale-style roof balustrade. The porch, which was added to the originally 
austere fa~ade  in the late 1930s, replaced a one-story shed portico. The design recalls the portico of George Washington's 
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Mount Vernon and Ossian Hall, the latter a now demolished dwelling also on the Ravensworth property. Set on a stone 
foundation, the porch features a poured concrete deck, which is scored to resemble stone. The dwelling is accessed by a 
large, centrally placed single-leaf, six-paneled, rounded-arch door with a heavily molded wood surround. The arched 
surround and heavy door, dating to circa 1858, were originally constructed as part of the Italianate-style Riggs Mansion in 
Washington, D.C., but upon demolition of that dwelling in 1936 were reinstalled at Oak Hill during the Macomber 
restoration. Flanking the central entry are a pair of six-over-six wood windows to the east and a pair ofreplacement fixed 
full-length, eight-light windows to the west. The second story is pierced with five six-over-six wood windows. Each 
window features a molded wood surround and a square-edged wood sill. Operable paneled wood shutters adorn the first- 
story windows, while fixed louvered wood shutters are located on the second story. Three gabled dormers, added in the 
1930s, rise from the side-gabled roof. Each features a six-over-six wood window and a molded wood cornice with a 
beaded edge. The faqade of the main block is further detailed with a molded wood cornice with returns and square-edged 
wood comerboards. 

Extending two bays to the west, the circa 1830 wing addition features weatherboard cladding, aside-gabled standing-seam 
metal roof, a boxed wood cornice, and a wrap-around, one-story porch with wood post supports. The two-bay-wide wing 
is accessed by an off-center, single-leaf paneled wood door and features a replacement forty-light bow window. 

An exterior-end shouldered brick chimney with a molded cap is centrally placed on the east elevation ofthe main block. A 
pair of two-over-four attic-story windows flanks the stretcher-bond brick chimneystack. The elevation also features a 
boxed wood cornice with a flush fascia and returns and an off-center one-story, wood-frame basement entrance with a 
standing-seam metal shed roof, a vertical-board wood door, and weatherboard cladding. The single-pile dwelling features 
a saltbox rear addition, added in the mid-to-late 1930s. 

Facing north, the rear elevation of the two-and-a-half-story main block is composed of the original dwelling, a rear saltbox 
addition, and an almost full-width shed dormer. Four gabled dormers, which are not symmetrically spaced, are lit with six- 
over-six wood windows. A plate-glass, one-light window forms a hyphen between the two easternmost dormers. The 
second story is composed entirely of a shed dormer addition, pierced by four six-over-six wood windows with molded 
surrounds, square-edged wood sills, and fixed louvered wood shutters. The windows are not symmetrically placed. A 
centrally-placed, one-story shed-roofed portico, measuring one bay in width, features a Chippendale-style balustrade and 
Tuscan posts. Projecting from the saltbox addition, the portico shelters a single-leaf, wood-paneled door to the center hall. 
The first story is further detailed with two six-over-six wood windows with molded surrounds, square-edged wood sills, 
fixed louvered wood shutters, and a similarly detailed fixed thirty-light window. The north elevation also features aone- 
story brick addition, which was added to the wing in the late 1930s. Constructed of stretcher-bond brick and capped by a 
standing-seam metal, shallow shed roof, the kitchen addition features a band of three-light casement windows with a 
shared rowlock sill. The north elevation also features a circa 1970 wood-frame hyphen linking the main block to the circa 
1940 garage. 

Forming a flush wall plane with the north elevation of the main block, the weatherboard-clad wood-frame hyphen features 
a shallow, standing-seam metal shed roof. Linking the main block to the circa 1940s garage, the hyphen is set back from 
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the main block on the primary elevation. The north elevation features an off-center, single-leaf paneled wood door and 
three one-light, crank windows, while the south elevation features a fifteen-light, single-leaf door to the wrap-around porch 
of the wing, a twenty-light, fixed wood window, and a band of six one-light crank windows. The one-and-a-half-story, 
wood-frame garage features beaded weatherboard cladding, a side-gabled standing-seam metal roof, and a solid 
foundation. Detailing on the garage includes a six-over-six wood window and two chevron-patterned wooden garage doors 
with segmental-arched surrounds detailed with central keystones. The roof of the north elevation is crowned by two gabled 
dormers with six-over-six wood windows. The south elevation, which faces the in-ground swimming pool, features three 
pairs of ten-light French doors and two six-over-six wood windows on the first story, while the roof is capped by a pair of 
gabled dormers with six-over-six wood windows. The garage features a pair of six-over-six wood windows on the west 
elevation and a single six-over-six wood window on the east elevation. Designed to resemble an historic outbuilding, the 
garage is marked at the eastern peak by a false pulley. A fixed twenty-light window pierces the gable peak. 

The western elevation of the main block is dominated by a central shouldered brick chimney with a corbelled cap and a 
stretcher-bond brick stack. No fenestration currently marks the original dwelling on this elevation; however, the first story 
is obscured by an historic outbuilding that was added to the dwelling to form a one-story wing circa 1830. The west 
elevation of this addition features a molded wood cornice with returns, a rear shed addition, and a one-story half-hip-roofed 
porch that wraps around three bays from the primary faqade. Sheltered by the porch is a centrally-located 616 wood 
window with a molded wood surround, a square-edged wood sill, and louvered wood shutters. The gable peak is pierced 
with three small ventilation holes. A rebuilt interior-end brick chimney abuts the exterior-end chimney ofthe main block. 

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

First Floor 

The interior of Oak Hill reflects a late-] 8"-century, single-pile, center-hall plan combined with a significant 1930s Colonial 
Revival renovation by renowned restoration architect Walter M. Macomber. Consisting of a center hall with flanking 
parlors, the main block originally featured a two-story, four-room plan that is clearly discernible despite subsequent 
additions. The center hall is dominated by a large hollow newel dog-leg stair with square balusters, a turned newel post, 
curvilinear cawed stringer brackets, a gooseneck rounded-cap handrail, and a square-edged wall stringer. Featuring plaster 
walls and nine-and-a-half-inch baseboards with a beaded cap, much of the center hall reflects changes that occurred in the 
1930s under the direction of Walter Macomber. The central entry features a replacement rounded-arch paneled door and 
heavily molded Victorian-era surround, while the arched opening to the east parlor features a similarly molded and arched 
surround with paneled soffit. These moldings were installed at Oak Hill after being rescued from the demolition of the 
Italianate-style Riggs Mansion in Washington, D.C. A molded plaster ceiling medallion, replacement three-to-five-inch 
oak floorboards, and an under-stair closet with basement access and a paneled single-leaf door further define the space. A 
flush surround with an ogee-molded backband and interior bead marks the single-leaf entry to the west parlor, or dining 
room. The north end of the hall opens onto a small rear entry vestibule, added in the late 1930s, with an opening to the hall 
detailed with a molded surround and paneled soffit. Featuring a cove ceiling, the vestibule has an inset seating nook with 
cawed screen and a five-inch-wide molded chair rail. The remainder of the vestibule features two closets and a powder 
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room. The vestibule addition is ornamented with raised three-panel doors, wide crown molding with a beaded four-inch 
bed, and five-inch molded baseboards with a beaded cap and interior quirk. 

The east parlor, dominated by high-style Colonial Revival-era paneling, is accessed through the heavily molded arched 
entry from the center hall. The room features plaster walls, period five-to-eight-inch pine floorboards, wide crown 
molding, and a pair of six-over-six wood windows on the primary elevation. The east wall features a central replacement 
mantel with a crossette surround, a molded projecting shelf with carved dentils, marble facing, and a marble hearth. The 
mantel is flanked by carved niches with heavily-molded, rounded-arch surrounds with central keystones, Tuscan pilasters, 
interior carved sunbursts, inset shelves, and paneled lower cupboards. A small library was added to the north of the parlor, 
with the original exterior wall opened. The opening has a segmental-arch paneled surround with Colonial Revival-style 
central keystone. The library features a pair of six-over-six wood windows, built-in bookcases, paneled cabinets, and 
arched window screens. 

Flanking the center hall on the west is the dining room, which mirrors the placement of the formal east parlor. Also 
renovated in the 1930s, the dining room features high-style Colonial Revival woodwork. Two full-height rounded-arch 
surrounds with molded Tuscan pilasters and central keystones encase fixed eight-light, replacement wood windows. Other 
detailing includes five-inch crown molding, three-to-five-inch oak floorboards, seven-inch baseboards with a molded cap, a 
four-inch molded chair rail, and plaster walls. Most significant is the Colonial Revival interpretation of Georgian wood 
paneling. The paneled west wall features a replica Federal-period mantel that is detailed with a molded shelf, decorative 
carved medallions, marble facing, and a marble hearth. The carved over-mantel features reeded pilasters and decorative 
raised panels that continue across the entire wall. A molded chair rail further accents the wall. Similar to the center hall 
and east parlor, the dining room opens onto a small rear addition, or music room, added in the late 1930s. The space, 
stepped lower than the main block, is detailed with an arched entry with paneled soffit, a thirty-light window with a four- 
and-a-half-inch molded surround, four-inch oak floorboards, and square-edged baseboards with a molded shoe. 

A wood-frame shed, added to the main block circa 1830, forms a one-story wing on the west elevation. Featuringpartially 
exposed timber framing on the east wall, the room was renovated in the 1930s with the addition of a stuccoed chimney 
breast, a simple Greek Revival-style carved mantel with a projecting shelf, a paneled west wall with battens, modem stock 
crown molding, a forty-light bow window, and square-edged wood surrounds with an interior bead. The modem chimney 
abuts the original Flemish-bond, exterior-end brick chimney base of the main block. An original double-leaf, paneled 
exterior door is located on the south wall. A six-panel swinging door opens to the late 1930s kitchen addition. 

The kitchen features modem vinyl-tile floors, modem appliances, wallpaper, and modem built-in cabinets and countertops. 
A bank of three crank-out, single-light windows pierces the north wall. The west wall opens onto a 1970s hyphen, which 
links the main block to the garage. The hyphen features wall-to-wall carpeting, wallboard walls, two built-in closets, and 
an exterior single-leaf entrance. Additionally, a single-leaf, fifteen-light door accesses the wrap-around porch ofthe wing 
addition, while a twenty-light fixed window also lights the interior. An off-center, single-leaf door on the west wall 
accesses the garage, which features a whirlpool room with French doors that open onto a brick patio, vinyl flooring, wood 
wainscoting, a utilitarian garage space for two cars, and an attic-story living quarters. The updated living quarters, 
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accessed by a central quarter-tum enclosed stair, feature wall-to-wall carpeting, dormer windows, a modem bathroom, and 
a coved ceiling. 

Second Floor 

Accessed via the center-hall stair, the second story of Oak Hill also features a combination of a late-1 8"-century plan and 
materials and a 1930s Colonial Revival restoration. The large original stair, which extends from the first floor through the 
second floor to the attic story, features a double-return on the second floor, and a gallery in the attic. With a configuration 
mirroring the first-floor plan, the second floor was slightly altered with the addition of a bathroom on the south end of the 
hall. The second floor features wide pine floorboards, plaster walls, and molded baseboards. The east bedroom includes 
four-inch oak floorboards, six-over-six wood windows, and a circa 1880s carved mantel with a central heavily-molded 
inverted arrow that is set in a screened niche with built-in bookcases. Square-edged baseboards, built-in closets, and a flat 
six-paneled wood door further accent the space. The second bedroom, located on the west side of the second floor, is 
similarly designed. The room is detailed with six-over-six wood windows, crown molding, a molded chair rail, and a 
modem bath. A late Victorian-era carved mantel with a molded shelf and a wreath-and-ribbon motif marks the west wall. 
A third bedroom, accessed by the double-retum portion of the stair, occupies the north end of the second-floor shed 
addition added in the late 1930s. A vertical-board door, shed ceiling, and a modem bath are included in the addition. 

The central stair accesses the finished third-floor attic space. The hall features a gallery with balustrade and flanking 
bedrooms. The south end of the center hall features a modem bathroom. Finished with modem detailing, the flanking 
bedrooms feature dormer windows, nine-inch floorboards, vertical-board doors, and plaster walls. 

Basement 

Accessed by an east elevation entrance and through a closet in the center hall, the basement of the main block features 
irregular coursed brick walls, reinforced hand-hewn mortise-and-tenoned ceiling joists, and a poured concrete floor. An 
east wall chimney features irregular four-course American-bond brick coursing. A ship's ladderjoins the basement to the 
center hall closet. Located under the wood-frame wing, the secondary basement has been remodeled. The space features 
parged cinderblock walls, concrete floors, replacement beams, and a bulkhead entry from the wrap-around porch. 

Outbuildings 

An in-ground swimming pool (Non-contributing structure) was added to the property circa 1970. 

A circa 1970concrete basketball court (Non-contributing site) with a metal goal post sits to the northeast of the house. 

A circa 1950 wood-frame well house (Non-contributing building) features a solid foundation, weatherboard cladding, and 
is capped by a pyramidal roof with wood shingles. Detailing includes exposed rafters and a single-leaf vertical-board door. 
Its pumps serve the swimming pool. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Located at 47 16 Wakefield Chapel Road in Fairfax County, Virginia, Oak Hill appears to have been constructed circa 1790 
on the historic Ravensworth tract by Richard Fitzhugh, a descendant of one of the first land-grant holders in Northern 
Virginia. With a period of significance extending from circa 1790 to circa 1940, the late-Georgian-style wood-frame 
dwelling was fashionably renovated in the Colonial Revival style during the late 1930s by renowned restoration architect 
Walter M. Macomber. Oak Hill, named for two large oak trees on the property, retains sufficient integrity of design, 
workmanship, setting, materials, location, and feeling despite the tremendous mid-to-late-twentieth-century growth in 
Fairfax County. Oak Hill meets Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places and is recognized for its 
architectural merit, balancing an original plan and materials with the ideals of the Colonial Revival style and the early 
historic preservation movement. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 

The Fitzhugh Family and the Early Settlement of the Ravensworth Tract (1694-1 790) 

William Fitzhugh I(165 1-1 701), known as "William the Immigrant," arrived in America from Bedfordshire, England circa 
1670. Originally settling in Westmoreland County, Virginia, William Fitzhugh was wealthy and educated; the son of a 
prominent English woolen draper. A lawyer by profession, Fitzhugh manied Sarah Tucker, daughter of a prominent 
Virginian, in 1774. Combining their wealth, the Fitzhughs established a vast estateknown as Eagle's Nest on the Potomac 
River in King George County. William Fitzhugh, who established himself in law, politics, and the tobacco trade, amassed 
a great fortune and was a significant landholder in Colonial Virginia. Fitzhugh was a member of the Stafford militia, a 
governor for the College of William and Mary, and a member of Virginia's House of Burgesses. One of the large land 
tracts granted to Fitzhugh was a 21,996-acre tract in Stafford County, which is present-day Annandale in Fairfax County, 
approximately stretching from Fairfax City to Springfield and Falls Church and south to Pohick Church. Surveyed in 1694 
by Samuel Wye on behalf of John Matthews, the tract was granted to Fitzhugh by Margaret, Lady Culpeper; Thomas, Lord 
Fairfax and Katherine, his wife; and Alexander Culpeper, Esquire, proprietors of the Northern Neck of Virginia. 1 Located 
"upon the runs of Accotinke, Mussell Creek run and on the south side of the run of Four Mile Creek," the property was 
assigned for a yearly rent of twenty-one pounds, nineteen shillings, and six pence Sterling.2 

Naming the property Ravensworth after a Fitzhugh-family estate in England, Fitzhugh followed the terms of the land grant 
by establishing tenants on the property. Many of these early tenants were Huguenot refugees, who fled France in the 1680s 
for North America, England, and the West Indies, due to religious persecution under Cardinal Richelieu. Spurred by the 
efforts of Nicholas Hayward, a neighbor of Fitzhugh's at Eagle's Nest, the Huguenots were ultimately settled at 
Ravensworth beginning circa 1686 and were granted leases for three lives. In 1686, Fitzhugh stated that "The land I offer 
to sell or lease is scituate in this county, lyes within a mile and a half of Potomac River, and of two bold navigable creeks, 

I The original land grant is translated in "Ravenswonh." Historical Society ofFairjhx County Yearbook, Vo1.1-5, 1951-1957, pp. 15-16, 
Additionally, it is thought that Fitzhugh may have purchased the land from Matthews as early as 1685. 
2 "Ravenswonh." Historical Society ofFairfar Counry Yearbook, Vo1.1-5, 1951-1957, pp. 15-16 
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is principal good land and is proper for frenchmen, because more naturally inclined to vines, than yours or any about our 
neighborhood; and will engage to naturalize every soul of then at 3 per head without anymore or other matter of charge or 
trouble to them, whereby the heirs will be capacitated to inherit the fathers purchase."3 In 1690, Fitzhugh was still 
seeking tenants for the Ravensworth property, stating in a letter that "1 do intend to settle it with tenants for three lives, 
allowing to each Tennant 200 acres, paying twenty shillings a year or a hhd Tob [a hogshead of tobacco] without any 
manner or fine and to renew a life or lives at any time paying one year rent for each life so renewed to perpetuity, which is 
almost as good as giving them the land in fee simple, and should be ready to supply each Tennant with corn, provisions and 
nails for the first year, they repaying me again at the crop according to the market rate."4 These early French tenants 
helped establish Ravensworth as a successful and profitable tobacco plantation. 

Ravensworth was divided in half in 1701 after the death of William Fitzhugh I, with ownership transferred to two of his 
sons. William Fitzhugh I1 of "Eagles Nest" (1 676-1714) was willed the 9,913-acre southern half, while ownership of the 
12,585-acre northern portion was transferred to Captain Henry Fitzhugh of "Bedford" (1688-1758).5 Henry Fitzhugh 
mamed Susanna, the daughter of prominent Virginian Mordecai Cooke. Establishing himself as a successful planter, 
Fitzhugh also served as sheriff and a member of the House of Burgesses. Continuing to be cultivated by absentee 
Fitzhugh landowners, Ravensworth thrived as a mid-eighteenth-century tobacco plantation. The tobacco warehouses at 
both Hunting Creek and Occoquan were established in the early 1730s with rolling roads from the inland plantations to the 
Potomac Creeks. During the ownership of Ravensworth by Captain Henry Fitzhugh, numerous leases were granted on the 
land to primary tenants and their families, including AM Moxley, Sanford Remey, Bamaby Currey, John Gray, William 
Donalson, John Duling, William Talbot, William Cmmp, William Payne, and John Hollis. Moxley's lease, typical of such 
lease terms, was for a lifetime plus the lifetime of her sons, with an annual rent of 654 pounds of tobacco, and required the 
planting of an orchard with 100 good apple trees.6 

With the death of Captain Henry Fitzhugh of Bedford in 1758, the ownership of the northern half of Ravensworth was 
passed to his son Colonel Henry Fitzhugh of Bedford (1723-1783), who mamed Sarah Battaille. Similarly, the southern 
portion of the tract passed from William Fitzhugh of Eagle's Nest (1 676-1 714) to Colonel Henry Fitzhugh of Eagle's Nest 
(1707-1742), to William Fitzhugh of Chatham (1741-1809). Ravensworth continued to be cultivated as a tobacco 
plantation under the later Fitzhugh owners, as it had been since its establishment in the mid-seventeenth century. Colonel 
Henry Fitzhugh extended his father's leases and granted others, including those to Edward Davis, John Ratcliff, Thomas 
Beech, Drakeford Gray, Edward Davis, John Spinks, David Price, Ephraim Dickens, William Payne, and Walter Johnson. 
It appears that in 1762, when the tract was resurveyed for Colonel Henry Fitzhugh, there were no permanent Fitzhugh 
dwellings. 

3 Translated in Chuck Green. "The History Comer." Ravensworth Fanner, Vol. XVIII Issue 8, p 5. April 1981. Vertical File, Virginia 
Room, Fairfax County Library, Fairfax, VA. 
4 Green, p. 5 
5 Will of William Fitzhugh, translated in The Virginia Maguzine ofHislory and Biography. Vol. 11, June 1895. 
6 Robert M. Moxham, Annandale: A BriefHistory. (Fairfax, VA: Fairfax County Historical Commission, 1992), p. 12 
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Around 1763, Lund Washington was hired from Robert Beverly's Albemarle County farm to oversee and manage Henry 
Fitzhugh's portion of Ravensworth.7 A cousin of George Washington, Lund Washington left Ravensworth two years later 
to manage Mount Vernon, where he acted in that capacity until 1785. Although it has been suggested that Oak Hill was 
constructed by Lund Washington, no evidence supports this theory. Furthermore, Fitzhugh "quarters" are referred to as 
early as 1749 in Fairfax County tithetables. The use of the word quarters is an important distinction in Colonial Virginia, 
meaning a small, temporary residence. Therefore, it can be concluded that a substantial dwelling, such as Oak Hill, was 
not yet constructed. George Washington further documents the likelihood of absentee ownership on a circa 1765-1767 
"Sketch of the Roads and County between Little Hunting Creek and Colchester" with the depiction of Colonel H. 
Fitzhugh's "Quarters." In the vicinity of Fitzhugh's quarters, this map also shows William Payne's dwelling and mill, 
Edward Grimes's dwelling, Rob Thomas's dwelling, M. Sparrow's dwelling, and the dwelling of Ephraim Dickens, who 
was listed on the map as Fitzhugh's overseer following Lund Washington's departure to Mount Vernon. By 1782, 
Ravensworth was the fourth largest plantation in Fairfax County, with 203 total slaves, eighty-four ofwhich were located 
on the northern half of the tract. 

The ownership of Ravensworth's northern tract was divided between Colonel Henry Fitzhugh's five youngest sons, 
Nicholas, Richard, Mordecai, Giles, and Battaille, after his death in 1783, while the southern portion continued to be 
owned by their cousin, William Fitzhugh of Chatham. Although the exact land divisions between Fitzhugh's sons are 
unknown, it has been determined that Mordecai received the northeastern section. By 1788, three separate overseers are 
shown for the northern Ravensworth tract, including Jessie McLaughlin, Bailey Powell, and Joseph Powell.8 The tracts of 
the Fitzhugh sons were determined so that the life-leases of tenants fell entirely under one division. Census records from 
1790 reveal that each of the five sons listed Fairfax County as their primary residences, although the exact location is 
unknown. It is likely that circa 1790, many of the leases on Ravensworth were expiring, and as the ancestral family estates 
were given to the older siblings of Colonel Henry Fitzhugh, these sons were the first Fitzhughs to occupy Ravensworth as 
permanent residents. 

Nicholas Fitzhugh constructed Ossian Hall circa 1790, Mordecai Fitzhugh constructed a dwelling in the northeastern 
portion of the tract known as Dover, and it appears that Richard Fitzhugh constructed Oak Hill, circa 1790. During this 
period, William Fitzhugh of Chatham also constructed the Ravensworth dwelling on the southern portion of the property. 
Ravensworth ultimately passed to the family of Robert E. Lee, relatives of the Fitzhugh family. It is known that William 
Fitzhugh left Chatham, near Fredericksburg, in 1796 and purchased a townhouse in Old Town Alexandria at 607 Oronoco 
Street (later known as the Robert E. Lee boyhood home), where he lived while constructing Ravensworth. 

7 Lund Washington. "Lund Washington's History o f  His Family." Unpublished Manuscript, 1849. 
8 Personal Property Tax List for Fairfax County, 1788. State Library a f  Virginia. 






































