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I. General Statement: 
A. Archi tectural  character:  Salona is a typ ica l  example of a 

Northern Virginia  Federal farmhouse. A l a t e  nineteenth century wing with a 
Eastlake cornice has been added t o  the  side.  A s imilar  cornice was added to 
the  o r ig ina l  house. 

B .  Condition of the  fabr ic :  Good. I 
I 

11. Description of the  Exterior:  
A. Over-all dimensions: The main portion of the house i s  a 

five-bay s ing le -p i le  rectangular s t ruc ture .  A wing two bays long and three 
bays wide has been added t o  the  north. Both the  main sec t ion  and the wing 
are two s t o r i e s .  

B. Foundations: Native stone rubble. 
C. Wall construction: The facade of the o r ig ina l  farmhouse i s  

l a id  i n  Flemish bond with the  regular use of queen closers  a t  the  corners, VI 

and the  i r regula r  use of c losers  a t  the  openings. The s ides  and r ea r  are rn 
l a id  i n  f ive-s t re tcher  American bond. The wing i s  l a i d  i n  seven-stretcher rn 
American bond and no c losers  are used. 

D. Porches: The single-bay f ront  porch dates  from the l a t e  nineteenth 
century and features  simple p ie rs  and Eastlake modillions and brackets. An z 
Eastlake balust rade was removed i n  the 1950's. VI 

E. Chimneys: Two inter ior-end chimneys a re  u t i l i z e d  on the  
-I 

or ig ina l  sect ion.  Two i n t e r i o r  chimneys serve the  wing. 
F. Openings: A 

1. Doorways and doors: The or ig ina l  f ron t  and r ea r  entrances c 
have molded t r i m  and are surmounted by rounded arches with broad bands of o 
simple molded trim and keystones. The arches a re  f i l l e d  with simple glass _I 

fan l igh ts .  Original  six-paneled doors a re  used. - 
2 .  Windows: On the  facade stone f l a t  arches with keystones 

a re  above the windows. Elsewhere t h e r e  a re  br ick f l a t  arches. Wooden double- 
Z 

hung windows with s i x ~ o v e r - s i x  l i g h t s  a re  used i n  the  wing. The wooden double- 
hung windows i n  the  main sec t ion  have nine-over-nine l i g h t s  on the  lower f loorw 
and nine-over-six l i g h t s  on the  upper f loor .  

G. h o 5 :  A sheer metal gable roof covers the main block and a 
shallow hipped roof covers the  wing. The cornice of Eastlake modillions anc 
brackets of the  wing was added to  the or ig ina l  house giving the  whole s t ruc ture  
a unif ied appearance. The same d e t a i l  on the porch contributes t o  t h i s  unity.  

111. Description of the In t e r io r :  
A. Floor plan: A large T-shaped h a l l  with the cross of the ' T '  

running from end t o  end across the f ront  and the stem on an axis with the 
entrances dominates the  f loor  plan. Single rooms flank the  ax ia l  corridor.  

i 
The wing was partioned in to  two rooms i n  the  1950's. 

B. Stairways: A l a t e  nineteenth two-run open-string s t a i r  with 
ornamental brackets,  turned balusters  and massive turned newel ascends i n  t 
west corner of the  h a l l .  An enclosed s t a i r  r i s e s  between the  two wing 

C.  Wall and c e i l i n g  f in i sh :  P las te r  walls  and ce i l ings  are 

I 
- 

e i the r  painted o r  papered. J D. Doorwavs and doors: The o r ig ina l  doorways feature  architrave t i m ,  
/ paneled s o f f i t s  and six-paneled doors: The round arched opening leading t o ]  

the  ax i a l  h a l l ,  a l so  o r ig ina l ,  features  an arch of archi t rave trim springink 
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from simple p i l a s t e r s .  The s o f f i t  i s  reeded. 
E. Trim: The or ig ina l  simple molded cha i r  r a i l s  and baseboards 

are re ta ined a t  Salona. The bookshelves surrounded by archi t rave trim are 
modern addit  ions.  

F. Heating: A modern cen t ra l  heating system has taken the place 
of the f i rep laces .  The f i rep laces  remain, but ,  as a l l  the  mantels were 
removed from the house during the  War Between the  S t a t e s ,  the present mantels 

I are  replacements from North Carolina and New England. 

I V .  S i te :  
A .  General Sett ing: Salona faces north and i s  s e t  among spacious 

lawns and extensive grounds, a l l  of which aid i n  preserving the ru ra l  
atmosphere of the  house. The e n t i r e  e s t a t e  i s  surrounded by the  busy 
cormnunitv of McLean. < 

B. Outbuildings: Early nineteenth century outbuildings remaining 
a t  Salona include a s ing l e  bay gable roof b r ick  o f f i ce ,  a br ick outhouse and 
a stone springhouse. A stone bank barn which exis ted i n  a deter iorated 
condition was recent ly  removed. 
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Salona exempl i f ies  t h e  d i g i n i f i e d  Federa l - s ty l e  farmhouses t h a t  once 
do t t ed  the  now urbanized f i e l d s  of F a r i f a x  County, I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
surrounding a rea ,  t he  c a r e f u l l y  d e t a i l e d  house r e t a i n s  a  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  and 

V) s e v e r a l  e a r l y  outbui ld ings .  The house a l s o  possesses an unusual f l o o r  plar 
I having a l a r g e  T-shaped h a l l  dominating t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  
0 - H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  Salona is noted as  being t h e  agreed rendezvous f o r  
I- Pres ident  James Madison and h i s  wi fe ,  Dolley, who l e f t  chao t i c  Washington 
U s e p a r a t e l y  dur ing  t h e  B r i t i s h  sack of August 24, 1814. Pres ident  Madison 

reached Salona and s tayed the  n i g h t ,  but wi th  approaching darkness M r s .  
13 Madison stopped a t  nearby Rokeby, home of he r  f r i e n d ,  Mrs. Richard Love. 
w The pa r ty  was even tua l ly  s a f e l y  r eun i t ed  i n  the  count rys ide  f a r t h e r  west.  
I- 
V) The t r a c t  on which Salona s tands  had been a p a r t  of t h e  Lee family 
z holdings s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of the  e igh teen th  century .  I n  1812 - Richard Bland Lee of S u l l y  conveyed 42 ac res  o f  h i s  farm, Langley, t o  t h e  

Reverend William M a f f i t t .  M a f f i t t  was connected t o  t h e  Lee family by h i s  
w marriage t o  H e n r i e t t a  Lee, daughter  of Richard Henry Lee of Chan t i l ly  and 
~ 1 1  widow of Richard Lee T u r b e r v i l l e  of Leeton, i n  1803. M a f f i t t  b u i l t  Salona 
V) around 1812 and gave it a h o l i e r  name meaning a p lace  of j u s t  h o s p i t a l i t y .  

Sometime a f t e r  M a f f i t t ' s  dea th  i n  1823, Salona was purchased by 
Chapman Lee of Connecticut .  Chapman Lee l a t e r  so ld  the  house t o  E l i s h a  
Sherman. I n  1853, Salona was purchased by Jacob Gil l iam Smoot whose 
family r e t a i n e d  possess ion  of the  proper ty  u n t i l  1951. Ih r ing  The War, 
from October 1, 1861, u n t i l  t h e  fol lowing sp r ing ,  Salona served a s  the  
headquarters  of General George B. McClellan, Commanding Of f i ce r  of the  
Army of t h e  Potomac. A t  t h i s  time the  house was damaged when t h e  occupying 
t roops  removed much of t h e  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  and o therwise  d i s f i g u r e d  t h e  house 
Af te r  The War, t he  Smoots r e tu rned  t o  Salona, r epa i red ,  and enlarged t h e  
house by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  two-story wing t o  the  nor th .  

I n  1951 Clive IXlVal I1 and h i s  wife ,  Susan, purchased Salona and 
undertook a thorough renovation.  The h V a l s  make t h e i r  home t h e r e  today. 










