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I. General Statement: ,
A. Architectural character: Salona is a typical example of a
Northern Virginia Federal farmhouse. A late nineteenth century wing with an
Eastlake cornice has been added to the side. A similar cornice was added to
the original house.
B. Condition of the fabric: Good.

I1. Description of the Exterior:

A. Over-all dimensions: The main portion of the house is a
five-bay single-pile rectangular structure. A wing two bays long and three
bays wide has been added to the north. Both the main section and the wing
are two stories,

B. Foundations: Native stone rubble.

C. Wall construction: The facade of the original farmhouse is

laid in Flemish bond with the regular use of queen closers at the cormners, w
and the irregular use of closers at the openings, The sides and rear are m 4
laid in five-stretcher American bond. The wing is laid in seven-stretcher m d

American bond and no closers are used,

D. Porches: The single-bay front porch dates from the late ninetieemth
century and features simple piers and Eastlake modillions and brackets. An
Eastlake balustrade was removed in the 1950's.

E. Chimneys: Two interior~end chimneys are utilized on the
original section. Two interior chimneys serve the wing.

F. Openings:

1. Doorways and doors: The original front and rear entrances
have molded trim and are surmounted by  rounded arches with broad bands .of
simple molded trim and keystones. The arches are filled with simple glass
fanlights. Original six-paneled doors are used.

2. Windows: On the facade stone flat arches with keystones o
are above the windows. Elsewhere there are brick flat arches. Wooden double-
hung windows with sixrover-six lights are used in the wing. The wooden double
hung windows in the main section have nine-over-nine lights on the lower floor
and nine-over-six lights on the upper floor. 3

G. Roof: A sheer metal gable roof covers the main block and a -
shallow hipped roof covers the wing. The cornice of Eastlake modillions and
brackets of the wing was added to the original house giving the whole structure
a unified appearance. The game detail on the porch contributes to this unigy.
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III. Description of the Interior: 1

A. Floor plan: A large T-shaped hall with the cross of the 'T'
running from end to end across the front and the stem on an axis with the
entrances dominates the floor plan. Single rooms flank the axial corridor.
The wing was partioned into two rooms in the 1950's.

B. Stairways: A late nineteenth two-run open-string stair with
ornamental brackets, turned balusters and massive turned newel ascends in the
west corner of the hall. An enclosed stair rises between the two wing rooms.

C. Wall and ceiling finish: Plaster walls and ceilings are
either painted or papered. )

D. Doorways and doors: The original doorways feature architrave trim,

paneled soffits and six-paneled doors: The round arched opening leading to
the axial hall, also original, features an arch of architrave trim springin
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from simple pilasters, The soffit is reeded,

E. Trim: The original simple molded chalr rails and baseboards
are retained at Salona, The bookshelves surrounded by architrave trim are
modern additions,

F. Heating: A modern central heating system has taken the place
of the fireplaces. The fireplaces remain, but, as all the mantels were
removed from the house during the War Between the States, the present mantels
are replacements from North Carolina and New England.

IV. Site:

A, General Setting: Salona faces north and is set among spacious
lawns and extensive grounds, all of which aid in preserving the rural
atmosphere of the house. The entire estate is surrounded by the busy
community of McLean.

B. Outbuildings: FEarly nineteenth century outbuildings remaining
at Salona include a single bay gable roof brick office, a brick outhouse and
a stone springhouse. A stone bank barn which existed in a deteriorated
condition was recently removed,
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STATEMENY OF SIGNIFICANCE

Salona exemplifies the diginified Federal-style farmhouses that once
dotted the now urbanized fields of Farifax County, 1In contrast to the
surrounding area, the carefully detailed house retains a rural setting and
several early outbuildings. The house also possesses an unusual floor plan
having a large T-shaped hall dominating the first floor.

Historically, Salona is noted as being the agreed rendezvous for
President James Madison and his wife, Dolley, who left chaotic Washington
separately during the British sack of August 24, 1814, President Madison
reached Salona and stayed the night, but with approaching darkness Mrs.
Madison stopped at nearby Rokeby, home of her friemd, Mrs. Richard Love.
The party was eventually safely reunited in the countryside farther west,

The tract on which Salona stands had been a part of the Lee family
holdings since the first quarter of the eighteenth century. In 1812
Richard Bland Lee of Sully conveyed 42 acres of his farm, Langley, to the
Reverend William Maffitt. Maffitt was connected to the Lee family by his
marriage to Henrietta Lee, daughter of Richard Henry Lee of Chantilly and
widow of Richard Lee Turberville of Leeton, in 1803. Maffitt built Salona
around 1812 and gave it a holier mname meaning a place of just hospitality,

Sometime after Maffitt's death in 1823, Salona was purchased by
Chapman Lee of Connecticut. Chapman Lee later sold the house to Elisha
Sherman. In 1853, Salona was purchased by Jacob Gilliam Smoot whose
family retained possession of the property until 1951. During The War,
from October 1, 1861, until the following spring, Salona served as the
headquarters of General George B. McClellan, Commanding Officer of the
Army of the Potomac. At this time the house was damaged when the occupying
troops removed much of the interior trim and otherwise disfigured the house
After The War, the Smoots returned to Salona, repaired, and enlarged the
house by the addition of a two-story wing to the north,

In 1951 Clive DuVal II and his wife, Susan, purchased Salona and
undertook a thorough renovation. The DuVals make their home there today.
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