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-.FAIR -UNEXPOSED - 
DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICALAPPEARANCE 

The F a i r f a x  Arms  Tavern is  a nkodest, mid-eighteenth-century, one-and-one-half-story 
residence loca ted  i n  a semi-urban a r e a  amid va r ious  s i zed  twentieth-century res idences .  
T h e h o u s e i s  s i t u a t e d  adjacent  t o  Old Colchester  Road. Erected f o r  use a s  a t a v e r n  ( t h e  
l o t s  upon which t h e  house s t ands  were adve r t i s ed  i n  1767 a s  having a dwell ing s u i t a b l e  
f o r  an ord inary) ,  t h e  house has  twin entrances. 

The r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e  is approximately 25 f e e t  by 32 f e e t .  The l o n g i t u d i n a l  a x i s  
runs southwest-northeast ,  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  road. Due t o  the  s loping  site,  t h e  house has  a  
high s tone  base exposed on t h e  south  s ide .  E x t e r i o r  s tone  chimneys f l a n k  t h e  house. Above 
the  first f l o o r ,  t h e  west chimney i s  cons t ruc ted  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Engl i sh  bond. The upper 
s e c t i o n s  of bo th  chimneys a r e  free-standing.  The crtp of t h e  west chimney was r e b u i l t  about 
1937. I t  was a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  a  concre te  porch exlending almost t h e  f u l l  width of  t h e  
house was added, r ep lac ing  t h e  e a r l i e r  wood e n t r y  s toop.  The small. v e s t i b u l e  a t  t h e  r e a r  
door i s  a  modern add i t ion .  The green a s p h a l t  stl ingled roo f ,  g u t t e r s  and d r a i n  p ipes  a l s o  
d a t e  froin t h i s  period.  Each f ace  of  t h e  gable roof has  two dormers. 

The l a r g e s t  room is  loca ted  i n  t h e  southwest corner  of t h e  house and today s e r v e s  a s  
t h e  1-iving room. 111 t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  of t h e  room, almost d t r e c t l y  oppos i t e  t h e  e n t r y  d o o r ,  
i s  t h e  door t o  t h e  enclosed s t a i r c a s e .  This  four-raised-panel  door i s  p a r t  of an i n t e r e s t -  
iilg byall conpos i t ion  which inc ludes  i n  sequence from l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  an angled co rne r  f i r e -  
p l ace ;  the  door t o  t h e  smal l ,  nine-foot-by-eleven-foot northwest room; an e a r l y  n ine teenth-  
centur:: f l oo r - to -ce i l i ng  open cupboard; and t h e  s ta i rway door. Both doors  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  
i n  dcs igc .  The eighteen-inch-deep, open cupboard has  f i v e  modern b u t t e r f l y  s h ~ l v e s .  The 
cupboard i s  f lanked by f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  which a r e  i n t e r s e c t e d  by t h e  c h a i r  r a i l  molding. 
The c h a i r  r a i l  i s  contimtous a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  cupboard a t  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  second 
s h e l f .  There may have been doors  enc los ing  t h e  a r e a  below, i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  she lves  
above. The top s h e l f  has  a  beveled f r o n t  edge and i s  f i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  end w a l l s .  The 
o t h e r  she lves  a r e  n o t  o r i g i n a l .  Although t h e r e  a r e  s l o t s  i n  t h e  end w a l l s ,  t h e  she lves  
a r e  sea ted  on square support  b racke t s .  Running around t h e  top of t h e  ten-foot-high w a l l s ,  
except ac ross  t h e  cliinmey b r e a s t ,  is a s imple crown molding which s h i f t s  i t s  p lane  t o  mark 
the  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  doors.  The mantel and t h e  f i r e p l a c e  surround a r e  r e c t i l i n e a r  i n  d e s i g  
and appear t o  be o r i g i n a l .  The s e c t i o n  of t h e  c h a i r  r a i l  f l ank ing  t h e  f i reyj lace has  been 
added. The double-hung windows i n  t h e  south  and west w a l l s  have ninc-over-nine-ligkt 
saslie;;. 

A framed doorway i n  t h e  e a s t  w a l l  opens t o  t h e  th i r teen-foot -square  d in ing  room. The 
fireplace loca ted  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  has  t h e  same Creek Reviva l -s ty le  mantel a s  i n  t h e  
l i v i n g  roon. The c h a i r  r a i l  i s  f l u s h  wi th  t h e  p l a s t e r e d  wal l s .  An enclosed ,  recessed 
cupboard i s  loca ted  a t  t h e  west end of  t h e  no r th  wal l .  The g l a s s ,  muntins, and frame of t h e  
cupboard door- appear  t o  be  o r i g i n a l .  This  cupboard has  o ld  b u t t e r f l y  she lves .  A door 
ad jacent  t o  t h e  cupboard opens i n t o  a  modern k i tchen .  

The no r theas t  room, now t h e  k i t chen ,  has  access  t o  t h e  stairs and t h e  e x t e r i o r .  The 
corner  f i r e p l a c e  backs onto  t h e  d in ing  room f i r e p l a c e  and has  a  simple b r i c k  arched opening 
without mantel o r  surround. L i t t l e  evidence remains concerning t h e  northwest room. The 
f i r e p l a c e  has  been f i l l e d  and p l a s t e r e d .  The s i n g l e  window i n  th-is room has  six-over-six- 
l i g h t  sashes .  The k i t chen  wiiit50w i s  i d e n t i c a l .  Betweeu these  rooms is  loca ted  t h e  filclosed 
two-foot scvc.n-inchluide. s t a i r c a s e .  Tt t u r ~ l s  1.80 degrees around a s imple square new?] pos t .  
Th? b a l u s t e r s  a r e  p l a i n  r ec t angu la r  s l a t s .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet %I )  I 
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STATE!.ltIU'T OF SIGNIFICAI*ICE 
The proper ty  com~nonly knorm a s  t h e  F a i r f a x  A r m s  Tavern is  one of two surv iv ing  18th- 

c e n t a y  bu i ld ings  from t h e  torm of Colchester  on Occoquan Creek i n  F a i r f a x  County. Its 
handsor;e stonework, unusual  p lan ,  and surv iv ing  i n t e r i o r  decora t ion ,  i nc lud ing  an e a r l y  
19th-century w a l l  cupboard, a r e  among t h e  most s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e s  of t h i s  well-preserved 
l o c a l  landuarlc. 

Colchester  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1753 by an Act of t h e  Virg in ia  Asseii~bly. According t o  a  
Record 01 Surveys (1742-1757) by G. Ves t ,  Surveyor, da ted  June 1754, t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  plan 
of Colcliester included forty-one l o t s  and a  market square. Each l o t  was 165 f e e t  deep by 
132 f e e t  vide.  Purchasers  were requi red  t o  e r e c t  w i th in  tr.70 yea r s  a  house"...well framed, 
of t h e  dir~ci ls ions of twenty f e e t  square ,  and n ine  f e e t  p i t c l ,  a t  t h e  l e a s t . .  ." a s tandard  
provis ion  of e a r l y  V i r g i n i a ' s  new-tom a c t s .  The v i l l a g e  was an important po r t  f o r  t h e  
sliipi>in:: o f  tobacco and o t h e r  goods during t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of t h e  c igh teen th  century.  
In  1758 the  f i rm of John Glassford & Co~~pany of Glasgow, Scot land ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s t o r e  i n  
the  to:ln. f lor~ever ,  due t o  a  r e l o c a t i o n  of t h e  road t o  t h e  no r th ,  a  f i r e  whic l~  destroyed 
many of t h e  bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  town, and t h e  s i l t i n g  of t h e  r i v e r ,  Colches ter  dec l ined  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  by 1789. Colches ter  i s  r a r e  stioong t h e  numerous r i v e r  towns which once dot ted  
the s h r e s  of t-he Potomac River i n  t h a t  i t  has  continued t o  r e t a i n  i t s  i d e n t i t y .  For t h e  
p a s t  one hundred f i f t y  y e a r s ,  t h e  town has  been dormant. 

F a i r f a x  A r m s  s t a n d s  on l o t  21 of t h e  o r i g i n a l  town, which was purchased Play 17 ,  1756, 
( d o n 2  with f i v e  o t h e r  l o t s )  by Benjamin Grayson. Grayson was forced t o  mortgage t h c  
propert)- i n  1762 and 1763, dur ing  which time Williaiu 1,inton was r e n t i n g  l o t  21 and opera t ing  
an ord inary  the re .  I n  1767 Grayson adve r t i s ed  h i s  t h r e e  l o t s  f o r  sa1.e and noted t h a t  they  
inclu3:d a  "druclling s u i t a b l e  f o r  an ordinary."  The p resen t  s t r u c t u r e  may .be t h a t  bui ld ing .  
The pi-c,,)erty was s o l d  i n  1772 t o  Hector Ross and by Ross t o  Al.exander IIenderson a  yea r  l a t e r .  
I n  1779 i . : i l l ia~n Thompson bought i t .  Henderson and Thompson v e r e  both postmasters  of 
Colc i~es ter  and l i k e l y  conducted t h e  p o s t a l  bus iness  a t  t h e  ord inary .  I n  1784 Tilompson 
adver t i s i i :  t h e  proper ty  f o r  s a l e  i n  t h e  J u l y  15  i s s u e  of  Viro in ia  Jou rna l  and Alexandria 
Advert iser .  The d e s c r i p t i o n  seems t o  f i t  t h e  present  s t r u c t u r e .  Tlle owner o f fe red :  - -- -.. -- 

A l a r g e  and convenient d~ . ;e l l ing  wi.th e x c e l l e n t  c e l l a r ,  four  rooms on a  f l o o r  wi th  ; 
f i r e p l a c e  t o  each and t h r e e  rooms above. Good k i tchen  with oven adjacent  
t o  t h e  f i r e p l a c e ,  a  room a t  one end wi th  a  planked f l o o r ,  l a t h e d  and 
p l a s t e r e d ,  g l a s s  windows, was intended f o r  a  house!ieeper o r  white  se rvan t ;  
s t a b l e  f o r  e i g h t  ho r ses  and a  meathouse, garden and about one a c r e  ad jacent  
i n  g r a s s  we l l  inclosed.  

Hc nc~:crthelc!ss r e t a ined  ownersl~ip of t h e  proper ty  u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1800. The b u i l d i n s  is 
extraord: inari ly  well-docur.ic~ntccl,as t h e  unfor tunate  Nr. Thoiapson had t o  prepal-e an exhaust ive 
l i s t  of the  fu rn i sh ings  andcontents  of h i s  t ave rn  and of t11o l i v e s t o c k  i n  i t s  o u t l ~ ~ ~ i l d i n g s  
prepera tory  t o  mortgaging t h e  p r o p e r t y . s h o r t l y  before  h i s  dea.th. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #2)  I 
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7.  IIESCKIPTTON -- -- - - - - 
r A t  t h e  second f l o o r ,  t h e  s t a i r s  e n t e r  the  smal l  h a l l .  Immediately oppos i te  

i s  a r e c e n t l y  renovated bathroom. There a r e  t h r e e  bedrooms. One extends  t h e  width 
of t h e  west end of t h e  house. The o t h e r  two bedrooms d iv ide  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  second f l o o r .  Each rooIn, includi.ng t h e  bathroom, has  a dormer window. The 
frames and sashes  of many of t h e  windows have been replaced.  The window i n  t h e  e a s t  
end wa l l  of t h e  southeas t  bedroom was i n s e r t e d  about 1937. The south o r  f r o n t  dormer 
~ ~ i n d o t , ~ s  have s ix-over-six- l ight  s a shes ;  t h e  no r th  dormer and west windows, four-over- 
fou r ;  and t h e  new window, two-over-two-light sashes.  There i s  a smal l  a t t i c  a rea  above 
t h e  second f l o o r .  

The u p s t a i r s  f l o o r s  a r e  of random-width p ine  boards.  An oak f l o o r  i n s t a l l e d  i n  i 
1941 covers  t h e  o r i g i n a l  tongue-and-groove boards of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The o r i g i n a l  
fl-oor boards a r e  about s i x  inches  i n  width and chamfered on t h e  r e v e r s e  s i d e  i n  o r d e r  
t o  ob ta in  a t i g h t ,  l e v e l  f i t  with ttie j o i s t s .  

I 
I 

The basement i s  entered  a t  ground l e v e l  on t h e  west end. I n  t h e  t~o r thwes t  corner ,  
I 

t r a c e s  of a b r i ck  arc11 reniain a long t h e  west wa l l .  The modern furnace  u t i l i z e s  t h e  1 
f l u e  i n  t h e  ad jacent  basement f i r e p l a c e .  Or ig ina l ly  t h e  basement was used a s  a k i t chen  
wliicli had a d i r t  f l o o r .  An unusual f e a t u r e  of tile o r i g i n a l  basement was t h a t  i t  was ! 
once a s i n g l e  open space. This  was "lade possib1.e by a t r u s s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  framing. : 
Thus, o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  framing f o r  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  was supported by t h e  s tone  perimeter  i 

wal l s .  S t e e l  suppor ts  have been added i n  recent  yea r s .  1 .  
i < 

Immediately behind t h e  house a r e  loca ted  t h e  o r i g i n a l  w e l l ,  two sheds ,  and a 
modern covered sr~immitlg pool .  The trso sheds appear f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime i n  t h e  two 1937 
I l i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey photographs. A small  boxwood garden i s  loca ted  t o  t h e  
e a s t  of  t h e  house. 

T S (See Continuat ion Sheet #2) 6r3 8 3 2  4 5 5  
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i 
bounds of t h e  o r i g i n a l  l o t  21 of Colchester  total. 

Thompson's widow again adve r t i s ed  t h e  l o t  i n  1802 a s  " tha t  wclll~nol~!n proper ty  
loca ted  i n  t h e  town of Colches ter  occupied f o r  many yea r s  a s  a tavern  and noxi i n  
p o s s e s s i o ~ l  of D r .  Blake." It  i s  worth no t ing  t h a t  d e s p i t e  i t s  being "ccll-known" and so 
frequently o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e ,  no name appears  f o r  i t  i n  t h e  18th-century docu~nents. In 
1811 county commissioners, a c t i n g  t o  s e t t l e  Thcr~npson's e s t a t e ,  s o l d  t h e  tavern  proper ty  
t o  Pe te r  Wagcner; i n  1835 i t  came i n t o  t h e  possession of  Thomas Baird.  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
i t s  bu i ld ing  v a l u a t i o n  i n  t h e  land t a x  books, $230, was among t h e  h ighes t  i n  Colchester .  
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