
7. DESCRIPTION 1 
CONDITION 

Pohick Church is a r e c t a n g u l a r ,  two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  crowned by a  
modil l ioned c o r n i c e  and a hipped roof .  The b r i c k  i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond 
w i t h  random glazed headers ,  and has  been e n t i r e l y  repointed.  Rubbed b r i ck  
marks t h e  jambs and a rches  of  a l l  t h e  windows. The f i r s t  f l o o r  windows 
f e a t u r e  f l a t  l i n t e l s ,  whi le  those  of  t h e  second a r e  arched. 

The d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  Pohick ' s  e x t e r i o r  i s  i t s  e s p e c i a l l y  f i n e  
stonework which inc ludes  t h e  l a r g e  quoins a t  a l l  fou r  co rne r s  and the  
t h r e e  doorways. Each of  t h e  two wes tern  doorways f e a t u r e s  a  r u s t i c a t e d  
surround framed by I o n i c  p i l a s t e r s  which suppor t  a  pediment wi th  pulv ina ted  
f r i e z e .  The sou th  doorway ( the  main en t r ance )  i s  s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d  but  has 
a th ree -pa r t  keystone where t h e  o t h e r s  have only  a  s i n g l e  s t o n e  f o r  t h e  
keystone. I 
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INTEGRITY 

Pohick 's  e x t e r i o r  has  undergone s e v e r a l  r e s t o r a t i o n s ,  and much of  t h e  
f a b r i c ,  such a s  t h e  window s i l l s  and p o r t i o n s  of  the roof and c o r n i c e ,  have 
been renewed. I n s i d e ,  only  t h e  c o r n i c e  and a s i n g l e  b a l u s t e r  from t h e  
chancel  r a i l  a r e  o r i g i n a l .  The remainder of  the  i n t e r i o r  f u r n i s h i n g s  a r e  
a  c o n j e c t u r a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  i n s t a l l e d ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  between t h e  yea r s  
1901-1916. Despi te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  church has two t i e r s  of  windows, 
t h e r e  was no g a l l e r y  i n  c o l o n i a l  t imes.  The p resen t  g a l l e r y  was added i n  
t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  twen t i e th  cen tu ry .  

I 

The churchyard c o n t a i n s  many c o l o n i a l  tombs, a  number of  which were moved 
the re .  The vestry house t o  t h e  e a s t  w a s  e r e c t e d  i n  1931, acco rd ing  t o  

. p l ans  of  ,1772 which had never.been,.executed. . The.par i sh  house t o  t h e  sout 
d a t e s  from 1955. 
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Pohick Church, i n  Truro P a r i s h ,  was completed i n  1772, r ep lac ing  a n  
e a r l i e r  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  frame church of the  same name. I t  has been 
suggested t h a t  George Washington drew the  south  e l e v a t i o n  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  
plans f o r  t h e  church. However, i t s  a f f i n i t y  t o  two o t h e r  c o l o n i a l  
churches i n  no r the rn  V i r g i n i a  - C h r i s t  Church i n  Alexandr ia ,  and C h r i s t  
Church i n  F a l l s  Church, both a t t r i b u t e d  t o  John Wren - sugges ts  t h a t  ' 

perhaps t h e  same person designed a l l  th ree .  During t h e  C i v i l  War, 
Pohick Church s u s t a i n e d  ex tens ive  damage t o  i t s  i n t e r i o r s  when Federal  
t roops used i t  a s  a  s t a b l e ,  and i t s  e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  were used f o r  t a r g e t  
p r a c t i c e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  be ing  a  f i n e  example o f  c o l o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  no tab le  
f o r  i t s  stonework, Pohick Church i s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  names of  s e v e r a l  
leading  c o l o n i a l  p a t r i o t s .  George Washington and George Mason a t tended 
Pohick Church and served  on t h e  v e s t r y  of  Truro P a r i s h ;  and a long wi th  
George W i l l i a m  F a i r f a x ,  served  on t h e  bu i ld ing  conunittee. It i s  a l s o  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c o l o r f u l  Parson Weems preached here .  

I n  s p i t e  of  e x t e n s i v e  r e s t o r a t i o n  and r ecen t  bu i ld ing ,  Pohick Church i s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  r i c h  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  and is a n  e x c e l l e n t  example 

I o f  the c o l o n i a l  p a r i s h  church i n  Vi rg in i a .  
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