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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pohick Church is a rectangular, two-story brick structure crowned by a
modillioned cornice and a hipped roof. The brick is laid in Flemish bond
with random glazed headers, and has been entirely repointed. Rubbed brick
marks the jambs and arches of all the windows. The first floor windows
feature flat lintels, while those of the second are arched.

The distinguishing feature of Pohick's exterior is its especially fine
stonework which includes the large quoins at all four corners and the

three doorways. Each of the two western doorways features a rusticated
surround framed by Ionic pilasters which support a pediment with pulvinated
frieze. The south doorway (the main entrance) is similarly treated but has
a three-part keystone where the others have only a single stone for the
keystone,

Pohick's exterior has undergone several restorations, and much of the
fabric, such as the window sills and portions of the roof and cornice, have
been renmewed. Inside, only the cornice and a single baluster from the
chancel rail are original. The remainder of the interior furnishings are

a conjectural restoration installed, for the most part, between the years
1901-1916. Despite the fact that the church has two tiers of windows,
there was no gallery in colonial times. The present gallery was added in
the early part of the twentieth century.

The churchyard contains many colonial tombs, a number of which were moved
there. The vestry house to the east was erected in 1931, according to
.plans of 1772 which had never been .executed.  The parish house to the south
dates from 1955. )
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Eventa, Etc.)

Pohick Church, in Truro Parish, was completed in 1772, replacing an
earlier eighteenth century frame church of the same name. It has been
suggested that George Washington drew the south elevation as well as the
plans for the church. However, its affinity to two other colonial
churches in northern Virginia - Christ Church in Alexandria, and Christ
Church in Falls Church, both attributed to John Wren - suggests that °
perhaps the same person designed all three. During the Civil War,
Pohick Church sustained extensive damage to its interiors when Federal
troops used it as a stable, and its exterior walls were used for target
practice.

In addition to being a fine example of colonial architecture, notable
for its stonework, Pohick Church is associated with the names of several
leading colonial patriots. George Washington and George Mason attended
Pohick Church and served on the vestry of Truro Parish; and along with
George William Fairfax, served on the building committee.. It is also
said that the colorful Parson Weems preached here.

In spite of extensive restoration and recent building, Pohick Church is
particularly rich in historical associations, and is an excellent example
of the colonial parish church in Virginia.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
8G6-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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