


j7. DESCRIPTION 
1 I (CD.ch On.) I 

Woodlawn i s  a two-story br ick mansion b u i l t  i n  the late-eighteenth century 
form of a f ive-part  plan with a cen t r a l  block, end pavil ions and hyphens; 
the dairy  and smokehouse a r e  placed beyond the main un i t ,  attached 
v isua l ly  by walls.  The facade of the main block i s  five-bays wide with 
a cen t r a l  cross  gable, round headed arches over the cen t ra l  bay openings, 
and rectangular panels between the s t o r i e s ;  the e a s t  f ront  has a one- 
s tory entrance portico.  The gable roof has jerkinheads and four i n t e r i o r  
end chimneys. The end pavil ions a r e  perpendicular t o  the main ax is  with 
oval l i g h t s  i n  the gable ends and large,  round-headed windows facing the 
val ley on the eas t .  
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The plan features  a , c e n t r a l  h a l l  with a graceful curving s t a i r  and large 
well-proportioned rooms, somq.with imported marble mantels i n  the refined 
de t a i l i ng  of the period. The confinement of t r i m  t o  door and window 
framing8 and cornice enhances the l i g h t  and a i r y  atmosphere. V) 

rn 
Originally pa r t  of a two thousand acre  e s t a t e ,  the property has been 
reduced to about 160 acres  and i s  divided by United States  Route 1. The 
house stands on a h i l l  werlooking Dogue Creek; the s i te  was chosen by 
Washington himself f o r  i ts  view of Mount Vernon and the Potomac. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

I n 15th Cmbr, 17th Century 19th C o n t y  

I n  addi t ion t o  i ts  h i s to r i ca l  value, Woodlawn is s ign i f ican t  f o r  the 
f a c t  t h a t  its a rch i t ec t  was D r .  William Thornton, f i r s t  a r ch i t ec t  of 
the  United States Capitol a s  well a s  Tudor Place and the Octagon i n  
Washington, D. C. Woodlawn has been marred somewhat by a l t e r a t ions  
t o  the wings, but the building remains a s  a nat ional ly  famoue example 
of Federal is t  archi tecture .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I O N I F I C A N C E  

George Washington presented woodlawn PZanttition:to h i s  Qard Eleanor 
Parke C u s t i s ,  granddaughter of Martha Wash'LngtoW; fol1owing':her marriage 
i n  1799 t o  h i s  nephew Major Lawrence Lewis, sonlbf Fielding',Bnd Betty 
(Washington) Lewis of ~enmofe:.'-.l'he. g i f t  included two thousand acres  of 
the Mount Vernon e s t a t e ,  a m i l l  and a d i s t i l l e r y .  Washington's fr iend, 
Dr. William Thornton, danigned the mansion which was erected between 
1800-1805. The Lewis family maintained the property u n t i l  the 1840'8 
when it was sold to  a group of Quakers from Philadelphia. The house 
passed through several  hands before i t s  acquis i t ion by the National 
Trust for  Historic Preservation i n  the 1950's. 



Templeman, Eleanor Lee and Nan Netherton, Northern Virginia Heritage. 
Privately printed, 1966. 

"Woodlawn Plantation," pamphlet of the National Trust for  Historic 
Preservation. 

"Woodlawn Plantation," American Landmarks ~ l l u s t r a t e d  Program Series,  
avai lable  from the National Trust for  Historic Preservation. 

; . .. 

As the designated Stste Liaison Officer for the Na- 
I hereby certify that thin propcty la included in the 

tion*l Historic Preservetion Act of 1966 (Public 1,aw 

89665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 
National Register. 

in the National Register end cerlify that i t  has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procehrca s e t  
forth by the National Park Service. The recommnded chief,  Olflce of Archeology andHlsfor lc  Preaervatlm 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

Natiollal Stste Local 

D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 

Keeper of The Nat lmel  Rsglsfar 






