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1. NAME OF PROPERTY
Historic Name: WOODLAWN
Other Name/Site Number:
I
2. LOCATION
Street & Number: 9000 Richmond Highway Not for publication: N/A
City/Town: Alexandria Vicinity:_X_
State: Virginia County: Fairfax Code: 059 Zip Code: 22309
.
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Private: X Building(s): __
Public-Local: _ . District: X
Public-State: __ Site: -
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Object: —
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4. S E/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify
that this _ nomination ____ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property __meets _____does not meet the
National Register Criteria.

Signature of Certifying Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

|
NAL RVI ATION

I hereby certify that this property is:

__ Entered in the National Register

___ Determined eligible for the National Register
___ Determined not eligible for the National Register
___ Removed from the National Register

___ Other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historic: DOMESTIC Sub:  Single Dwelling
Secondary Structures (Smoke House, Dairy,
Necessary, Well House)
Current: RECREATION AND CULTURE Sub: Museumn
]
7. DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: EARLY REPUBLIC: Georgian/Federal

MATERIALS:
Foundation: BRICK
Walls: BRICK
Roof: SLATE (Mansion); WOOD SHINGLES (Dependencies)
Other: AQUIA SANDSTONE (Decorative Elements)
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.
SUMMARY

Woodlawn is a five-part Palladian plan mansion exhibiting elements of the Georgian and Federal
styles. Dr. William Thornton, the first architect of the U.S. Capitol, designed the mansion,
located on a site selected and once owned by George Washington. The house consists of a
symmetrical two story, jerkin-roof double pile center hall central block with four interior end
chimneys. The flanking one and one-half story wings are connected by one and one-half story
hyphens. A smokehouse and dairy are located beyond the main house and tied to it by brick
garden walls. Funds to build the Woodlawn Mansion, supporting outbuildings, grist mill,
distillery, and the 2000 acre site were given to Major Lawrence Lewis and Eleanor (Nelly) Parke
Custis, the nephew and granddaughter of George and Martha Washington, in Washington’s will.
The two were married on Washington’s last birthday, February 22, 1799, and construction,
begun in 1800, was completed in 1805.

The facade of the main block is five-bays wide with a central pediment gable, semi-circular
arches over the central openings, and inset rectangular stone panels between the stories. The
east, or river, facade has a one-story classical portico with Tuscan, stucco-covered brick columns.
The end pavilions are arranged perpendicular to the main axis of the house with oval ox-eye
windows in the gables and semi-circular arched windows overlooking the valley to the east.

The floor plan is formally arranged in a central hall plan with an elliptical curving staircase and
four rooms, two on each side of the hall. The chambers of the south side of the hall are
embellished with crown moldings and Italian marble mantles. On the north side, the chambers
are less formal and have a more simplified wood molding. The wings located to the north and
south of the main block are connected via one and one-haif story hyphens.

The site of Woodlawn currently encompasses approximately 126 acres which is divided roughly
in half by United States Route 1--Richmond Highway. Of that parcel, the approximately 69.63
acres located to the north of Route 1 is included in this nomination. The original 2000 acre estate
was part of George Washington’s home, Mount Vernon, which is located three miles to the east.
Washington selected Grey’s Hill because he believed it was “an excellent site for a gentleman’s
seat” due to the magnificent view of the Potomac River, located approximately one mile to the
southeast, and the Maryland shore beyond. The river has been an integral link between
Woodlawn and other sites along the Potomac as well as connecting the inhabitants of the
plantation with Alexandria, Virginia; Washington, DC and other ports in the Chesapeake Bay
and beyond.

EXTERIOR
The main biock
The Woodlawn plantation house is a five-part Georgian Palladian plan mansion, built of brick

formed and fired on the grounds and laid in Flemish bond. It is made up of a two story central
block, flanked on the north and south by one and one-half story hyphens and wings. The main
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block measures 57 by 45 feet, five bays across, with a jerkin hip roof, covered in slate. The
central, entrance bay is demarcated by a cross gable with oval ox-eye window and raking cornice
of wood. On the west facade, the entrance is approached by a semi-circular concrete step and
contains a false, semi-circular fanlight above it. On the opposite facade, a classical, one story
tetrastyle, Tuscan columned portico marks the entrance, with a pair of steps with iron railings
leading up to the covered porch from each side. The porch was altered in 1903 and reworked in
1915 to more closely match the original configuration of the steps and balustrades. A semi-
circular fanlight with twenty-four sections separated by lead muntins is set above the door. The
floor of the porch is laid with white marble paving blocks. The entry doors on both facades
consist of a pair of three panel doors, ’

The windows on both levels of the facades are twelve-over-twelve double hung sash and are
embellished with Aquia sandstone sills and jack arches, each with a prominent, stylized keystone
and louvered shutters. Between the windows on each level is a sandstone apron marking the two
stories of the house. The central window on the upper story of the west facade is arched and has
a decorative mullion design and accentuated sandstone keystone. On the upper story of the east
facade, leading out onto the portico, is a pair of French doors below a semi-circular fanlight with
decorative sandstone trim. Enclosing the second story of the portico is a wood balustrade, also
added in 1915, in a Chinese Chippendale geometric design that is separated into three bays on
the east side, matching the three bay rhythm established by the columns below.

The center block has a wood comnice with Georgian dentil detailing and a watertable of Aquia
sandstone, below which are two, four lites over two windows which provide light and ventilation
into the basement level. The west side of the portico has a semi-circular fanlight embedded into
the brick wall on the ground level. Four interior end chimneys, two on each end of the center
block, flank the center block and penetrate each side of the jerkin head roof which is covered in
slate. '

The basement below the main block of the house has a seven foot high ceiling. Originally this
level only extended beneath the main block of the house and measured about five and one-half
feet deep, but subsequent restorations of the house in 1915-1920 lowered the basement an
additional foot and a half and extended it beneath the wings and hyphens. The foundation itself
is composed of brick and is underpinned with poured concrete.

Hyphens and wings

The main block of the house is flanked to the north and south by one and one-half story wings
and hyphens. In 18035, the hyphens were simple, one story covered walkways leading to the
wings which were finished on one level with a loft space above. The north wing served as the
office and library, while the south wing was the Kitchen and laundry space. The hyphens had a
gable roof perpendicular and connecting to the gable roof of the wings. The loft space of the
wings had two dormers each faced the main block of the house, one on each side of the hyphen
gable. Renovations made by owners in the early-decades of the twentieth century altered the
appearance of the wings and hyphens, completely rebuilding portions of the south hyphen and
wing in 1915. A half story was raised above the hyphens, and the ceiling height of the second
story of the wings was raised accordingly to provide a series of storage areas, baths, and
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guest/servant quarters. The two original dormers were removed and three were rebuilt on the
opposite side of the gable, facing outward toward the north and south respectively. A new
cornice was constructed which matched the main block of the house.

The east facade of the hyphens consists of a series of three, brick semi-circular arched openings
with sandstone keystones on the first level which have been inset with plaster surrounding arched
windows. The window in the center bay is larger than the flanking two which are five-over-four
lights, single hung arched windows. The center window consists of a fourteen-over-eight light
single hung arched window. The west facade has a series of three arched openings which contain
pairs of glass doors. While all three are operable, only the middle set provides access in and out
of the building. The two flanking sets of doors are enclosed with a projecting iron balcony,
semi-circular in plan, added in 1915. The open rails of the iron balcony floor provide light and
ventilation to the two basement windows below.

The east facade of the wings each contain a single arched twelve-over-nine single hung window,
while the single windows on the west facade are rectangular in shape and are spanned by a
sandstone jack arch and keystone. An oval ox-eye window is located on the second story above
the windows on both sides. The oval windows are similar in design to the window found in the
pediment gable of the main block, and are original to the house. Each is articulated with
‘sandstone carvings.

Only the wings include a stone watertable similar to that found on the main block. A series of
nine light windows are located below the watercourse, one below the center window of the
hyphen and one below the window on the east and west facades of the wings. Each have stone
sills and simple sandstone jack arches above. Below the two flanking windows on the hyphens,
two sandstone aprons have been set into the brick which are carried over from the main block.

Two one-story porticos, one in the middle bay of the north facade and one in the south facade of
the wings, similar in design to that on the east facade of the main block, mark the entrances.
Added in the 1915 renovations, both incorporate Tuscan columns with a wood cornice and a
simple wood balustrade on the east and west sides of the porticos. The south portico is covered
with a simple standing seam metal hip roof. The more stylized north portico contains a door in
the middle dormer which opens onto the second story of the portico. A wood balustrade, whose
design mimics that on the east facade portico, encloses the second story.

INTERIOR

The floor plan of Woodlawn is a formal, central hall plan, with two chambers on the north and
south side of the hall and a curved, U-plan staircase leading from the first to the second floors.
The decorative detailing found in each room dictates the level of formality and elegance each
room possesses and is indicative of the role each room played in the lifestyles of the many
owners of the house.
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The main block, first story

The first story is comprised of five principal spaces: a hall, a parlor and bedroom on the north
side of the hall, and a parlor and a dining room on the south side. The hall is accessed from both
the east and west sides from the exterior through sets of double doors.

The entry doors are faux grained and contain three full width rectangular panels. Surrounding
the doors is a two-step molding painted white that encircles a semi-circular fanlight, located
above the east entrance. A plinth is formed where the molding reaches the baseboard. The two-
step chair rail molding is composed of a white band surmounted by a horizontal, faux grained
member which protrudes approximately two and one-half inches from the wall. A wood, reverse
ogee two-step crown molding adoms the ceiling. Both the ceiling and molding are painted
white. Approximately six inches below the crown molding, a picture rail embellishes the wall.
The walls themselves are painted a light grey tone and are punctuated by three openings leading
to other rooms of the house. All of the paint colors on the first floor have been substantiated to
be of the 1805-1839 Lewis period through paint research conducted by Matthew Mosca in 1976.

On the north side of the hall, the doorway leads into a parlor, which is approximately 22' by 16'
and measuring 13' 6" high. A fireplace with adorned wood carved mantle is located on the north
wall between two grained doors. One of the doors leads to a closet, the other into the north
hyphen. Each chamber contain closets which are important architectural features, because they
maintain a sense of formality and order through the symmetrical arrangement of openings and
architectural elements. '

On the east wall of the parlor, two large windows provide a viéw of the hillside and Mount
Vernon beyond. These twelve-over-twelve window openings are surrounded by wood molding
similar to that found in the hall. The window panels in all rooms on the first floor are set back
and located toward the exterior of the wall and therefore have double decked, recessed, interior
shutters which can be used to control light levels in the room. The blue-green field and dado are
accented by blue molding and chair rail.

On the west side of the room, a doorway leads into a bedchamber. The room has a fireplace on
the north wall which is flanked by closets, also faux grained. The room is painted a soft beige
color with two-step moldings around doorways and the chair rails, painted white. The curtains
and bed hangings have a toile fabric in a pattern entitled “The Apotheosis of George
Washington.” A reproduction of the original fabric, it depicts Washington ascending to heaven
where he is crowned by a group of angels. The master bedchamber was placed on the first floor
to take advantage of natural convection currents and to provide an additional degree of privacy
and separation, which was important to the Lewises who frequently entertained guests and
visitors.

A formal parlor and a dining room are south of the center hall. More ornate in decoration and
embellishments, they were historically used as principal entertaining rooms by the Lewis family.
The formal parlor is referred to as'the Music Room and is the only chamber devoid of closets.
Located in the southeastern quadrant of the plan, the Music Room’s windows open to the east
and provide a commanding view of the trees of Mount Vernon and the Potomac River. The
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room is painted a bright yellow accented by white trim molding. The ceiling height is higher
than all other rooms on the first floor, reaching approximately 14' 6" high, believed to have been
built for proper acoustics. This feature suggests the hand of an experienced architect who
considered the relationship between the proportion of space and music.

One of the more striking features of the room is the marble mantle. Intricately carved Halian
marble with scrolling acanthus leaves, ox heads, festoons, and mythical figures, the mantle is
said to have been a gift from the Marquis de Lafayette, who visited the home in 1824 during his
triumphal tour of the United States. A similar pair is located in Arlington House, the home of
George Washington Parke Custis, the brother of Eleanor Lewis. The plaster crown molding
continues the motif of acanthus leaves. Intricately carved with grape vines on the horizontal, and
acanthus leaves on the vertical, it is a highly decorated two-step molding. A series of small
beads separates the two levels.

This same molding is found in the dining room. The two rooms are connected via a doorway on
the west wall of the Music Room. The moldings, chair rails and baseboards which are similar to
those found in the other rooms on the first floor, are painted white with the walls painted a light
shade of blue. Like the Music Room, the mantle is intricately carved Italian marble with stylized
acanthus leaves and mythological figures.

irst floor n wings

Historically, the south hyphen was a covered walkway without walls or floors, which led to the
kitchen and laundry. A well originally provided access to water used for cleaning, bathing, and
washing. The room has since been enlarged and modernized. The west wall of the space was
extended outward to the west approximately six to eight feet, and the walls have been enclosed
with windows. Later owners of the house used the room as a formal dining room. It is currently
referred to as the Underwood Dining Room in honor of the last private owner of Woodlawn,
Senator Oscar Underwood of Alabama. Two openings on the south wall, leading into the kitchen
on the eastern end and into what currently serves as an all-purpose room on the western end,
flank a fireplace with a wood carved mantle. A crown molding similar in design to that found in
the Music and Dining Rooms surrounds the top edge of the walls which have been painted a light
cream color with dark tan trim. The molding provides a sense of cohesion between the spaces
principally used for entertaining: the Music Room, Dining Room, and renovated south hyphen.
Excavations of the area below grade beneath the hyphen lowered the height of the well, now
accessible through the basement.

The kitchen has been significantly altered from its original appearance. No documentation on
the original configuration of the kitchen has been located. Edward Donn, Jr, a Washington, D.
C. architect, completed measured drawings of the house in 1895. These were copied by an
unknown draftsman and published in 1900 in The American Architect and in the publication The
Georgian Period. Although these drawings were based on Donn’s work, they contain several
errors. However, the drawings suggest a possible configuration for the plans of the wings and
hyphens. The plan of the kitchen shows a doorway on the south end of the wing, located off-
center. It also indicates a large brick hearth in the center of the room.
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Originally, the north hyphen was also a covered breeze-way which led from the informal, family
parlor to the office wing of the Mansion. Like its counterpart on the south end, the west wall of
the hyphen was extended to the west approximately six to eight feet around the turn of the
century. The dirt floor was covered, and the room served as a ballroom in the early part of this
century. Currently, the room serves as a visitor reception and orientation area and is decorated in
a sympathetic, Colonial Revival style. The trim is painted blue and surrounds the arched
openings and doorways. Below the chair rail, the dado is painted blue with a light cream toned
field. A fireplace is offset by a single doorway on the eastern end of the north wall, which leads
into a smaller ancillary space which serves as a meeting room and lounge. The lounge also has a
fireplace with wood mantle and is flanked by two doorways on the west, which open into a closet
and office space on the south and north respectively. Another doorway on the north wall
provides access to the exterior. The same color scheme of the reception room is carried forth
into the lounge and office space beyond. A bathroom on the south wall in the office is located
beneath a set of stairs which were placed in the house circa 1915. Elizabeth Sharpe purchased
and relocated the staircase from a house in Alexandria, Virginia.

Second story, main block

The two levels of the main block are connected via a graceful, curving staircase which stretches
above the carriage entrance on the west facade. A walnut banister is supported by simple,
rectangular balusters which are interspersed with supporting, metallic members, believed to have
been inserted during Elizabeth Sharpe’s renovations. The banister extends from a scrolling
volute on the first floor and is mirrored on the outside of the stair by a grained chair rail. On the
interior of the staircase stringer, a decorative wood panel, cut in a curving, floral design, is
located beneath each tread. Beneath the banister on the second story of the hall, this scrolling
floral molding is replaced by a carved wood molding.

The second story configuration is similar to the first: a central hall with a series of chambers
extending off of it. The rooms on the north and south of the hall are all of a similar appearance
in terms of architectural woodwork and moldings. Each contains a fireplace with simple, carved
wood mantles, flanked by closets on each side and two twelve-over-twelve windows.

The upper hall is divided roughly in half. The western section serves as a transition area into
each of the chambers. On the west wall, a large, twelve-over-twelve arched window overlooks
the carriage circle and serpentine waltk. A doorway on the south side of the east wall leads into a
smaller, ancillary chamber which is referred to as the Linen Room, while another door on the
east wall opens onto a stairway which leads up to the attic. The Linen Room is a 12' by 14' room
with a large arched opening with a set of double doors opening on to the balcony above the
portico on the east facade.

Two steps lead up into the room in the southeast quadrant which is to allow for the raised ceiling
of the Music Room below. This room, painted a deep apricot orange, is referred to as the
Lafayette Bedroom and is believed to be the room where the Marquis de Lafayette stayed during
his visit to Woodlawn in 1824. Due to the raised floor level, the ceiling height of this room is 12'
high while the other rooms on the second story are 13' high.
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nd story, hyphens and wi

Renovations made during the early twentieth century converted the inside closet of each chamber
into doorways which led into the raised second story above the hyphens. Principally the rooms
above the hyphens and wings served as servants and guests quarters and have since been
converted into office and storage areas. While none of the alterations are of architectural
significance, they do illustrate how lifestyles changed through the addition of modern plumbing
and electrification, and how subsequent owners of this house respectfully altered and modernized
the homes with a minimum of intrusion into the historic fabric of the house.

Basement

The original cellar was accessible via an enclosed service stairway located under the main stair
of the center hall. Originally, the headroom was only about five and one half feet with the
foundation footing extending an additional two feet below the floor. Beginning in 1915, the
owner of Woodlawn, Elizabeth Sharpe, began excavating the basement to allow a seven foot
high ceiling. The foundations were underpinned with concrete footings. The area beneath the
wings and hyphens was also excavated. For the most part, the configuration of the rooms and
spaces of the basement is similar to the first floor in the main block. However, the space beneath
the family parlor is now a working kitchen as well as a school room for educational
programming. A doorway from the school room in the northeast comer leads into the furnace
room beneath the north hyphen. Another doorway on the north end of the furnace room provides
access to public restrooms which are located beneath the north wing. The restrooms are also
accessible from the exterior through a set of concrete stairs on the north end.

A well, approximately twenty seven feet deep, is also located in the basement. Originally, the
well extended to the grade level of the south hyphen, but excavations in the 1910's allowed
access to the well from the basement level. It is constructed with a single course of wedge-
shaped bricks that spiral upward from the base of the well.

Another set of concrete stairs, also constructed during the early decades of the century, leads
from the exterior beneath the south wing. This room is currently used by the museum shop for
display and retail sales, as is the area beneath the south hyphen and Dining Room of the main
block. Another educational/multi-purpose space is located beneath the Music Room, while the
area beneath the bedchamber is used for storage.

Outbuildings

In the early nineteenth century, the plantation complex included a large number of outbuildings
such as barns, slave quarters, and other supporting structures. While many were scattered
throughout the 2000 acre estate, a series of buildings, including a smokehouse, dairy, ice house,
bower, and two necessaries, were situated in close proximity to the Mansion itself. These
structures were aligned symmetrically around the Mansion, in a broad, arcing fashion toward the
east. This arrangement is indicative of the Lewises’, and more generally the Virginia planter
class’ attempt to order and structure the landscape through the introduction of man-made
elements. The arrangement also suggests the hand of a trained gentleman architect, versed in
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contemporary landscape practices of the region. Of the linked structures, only the smokehouse to
the north of the Mansion, and dairy, necessary, and archaeological remains of the icehouse on the
south side, presently exist. Archaeological investigations performed in 1954 by landscape
architect Alden Hopkins determined the location of a bower to the north through evidence of
brick walkways and debris. The exact location of other outbuildings, such as barns, slave
quarters, and other related structures remains undetermined. '

Located approximately twenty-two feet to the north and south of the main house are the
smokehouse and dairy, respectively . Both structures are made of brick, laid in Flemish bond,
and have hipped, cedar shake roofs. Roughly square in shape, they are connected to the main
house via nine foot high brick garden walls. These walls were removed during renovations
around 1903 during Kester’s tenancy and replaced by Elizabeth Sharpe. Each wall is punctuated
with a central opening.

The smokehouse has two entrances, on the east and west facades. Over both six panel doors
springs a semi-circular shaped, perforated board surrounded by a sandstone arch and keystone.
A large rectangular stone apron is inset in the brick on each side of the exterior below the eaves.
The wood cornice is perforated along each side with a series of auger holes, arrangedina
diamond pattern, to allow smoke and air to flow out of the structure. Large, hand-hewn timbers
in the ceiling of the structure have been fitted with hand-forged metal hooks, attesting to the
practice of hanging meats to cure.

The dairy on the south side complements the smokehouse on the north. Like its counterpart, the
dairy has an arched opening with a six panel door and semi-circular, perforated board. However,
the dairy only has one entrance, located on the east facade. Instead of stone panels, a series of
rectangular openings have been covered in wood lattice.

Beyond the dairy stands the necessary, a six-sided reconstruction of the original. While the
structure itself is currently empty and non-functioning, the necessary is not as significant by itself
as it is to the overall harmony of Thornton’s design. The structure consists of concrete piers
located in the corners with brick in-fill. A concrete step provides access from the grade to the
floor level of the structure. One small, louvered window on the northeast side of the building
allows some light and ventilation. A hipped, cedar shake roof completes the building.

To the immediate west of the dairy stands the well house. Measuring 8' by 9/, the structure
covers a well shaft capped in concrete, that extends approximately fifteen feet below grade. The
structure was built circa 1920 and contains a cedar shake, gable roof which, at the ridge beam,
measures five feet above ground level.

SETTING

From the original 2000 acres, Woodlawn currently encompasses a 126 acre parcel of land,
divided roughly in half by United States Route 1- Richmond Highway. Of that parcel, only the
approximately 69.63 acres located to the north of Route 1 is included in this nomination. The
significant, contributing elements of that parcel are enumerated as follows: the Woodlawn
Mansion (1), the Smokehouse (2), the Dairy (3), the Necessary (4), the Ice House site (5), the
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Well House (6). While contributing to the historic viewshed of the property and demonstrative of
the evolution of the site, the parcel on the south side of Route 1 has been altered from its original
appearance through the introduction of an equestrian complex after the National Trust acquired
the property in 1951. This area is currently leased to a private organization. Although listed in
the National Register nomination, completed in 1969, the buildings and structures located
thereupon do not contribute to the site’s national significance and the activities located thereon
do not relate to nor are they relevant to Woodlawn’s role as a museum.

The Woodlawn Mansion, situated atop Grey’s Hill, overlooks the Potomac River and Mount
Vernon, three miles in the distance. Beginning in 1848, owners of the Mansion and the original
2000 acre tract began subdividing the land into smaller farm parcels, a pattern that subsequent
owners followed for over fifty years. In 1901, Paul Kester purchased the Mansion and remaining
54 acres. He and later owner Elizabeth Sharpe purchased additional tracts which brought the
property to its present 126 acres. However, throughout the many changes and alterations to the
land, the historic viewshed has been conscientiously maintained as an integral part of the historic
setting of the Mansion. Reports from many periods of ownership speak of its advantageous
siting. In the 1980's, in an effort to minimize the visual and audible impact of the four lane
highway, groups of trees and native shrubs were planted at the base of the hill to screen the view
of Route 1 from the Mansion.

Four other structures are also located on this parcel but are counted as noncontributing in this
nomination: Grand View, a domestic residence built in 1858 and located 150 yards to the south
of the Woodlawn Mansion (a)'; the Maintenance Building (c), erected circa 1920 by owner
Elizabeth Sharpe, also located to the south of the Mansion; the Summer House (d), erected circa
1955; and the Pope-Leighey House (b), a 1940 Frank Lloyd Wright-designed Usonian house that
was relocated to the grounds of Woodlawn, north of the Mansion, in 1964. (The original site of
the Pope-Leighey House in Falls Church, Virginia was threatened with demolition by the
construction of Interstate 66.) The surrounding buildings are screened from view of the
Woodlawn Mansion. Woodlawn, its outbuildings and its related structures and surrounding
historical environs have been designated a historic district by Fairfax County.

Currently the site is accessed by a drive which enters through wooden gates near the north end of
the property and U.S. Route 1. The drive curves through a wooded area and culminates in a
public parking lot located to the northwest of the Mansion. From there, a series of brick pathways
lead to the Mansion which is fronted on the west facade by a circular drive which splits off into
two splayed driveways to the north- and southwest. They surround a serpentine walk, restored in
the 1950's by landscape architect Alden Hopkins. To the southwest of the Mansion, Hopkins
introduced a Colonial Revival garden. The garden contains a series of formal garden parterres,
based on his archaeological testing and documentary evidence found at Mount Vernon and Tudor
Place in Washington, D.C. Also designed by Dr. William Thornton, Tudor Place was the home
of Martha Custis Peter, the sister of Eleanor Parke Custis. The formal garden has a circuit of

! Grand View, while falling under the stated period of significance, has since been converted from a single
family dweiling into two apartments, These alterations have substantially altered the historical integrity of Grand
View, thus excluding the building as a contributing element to the national significance of the site. Similarly, the
Maintenance Building, while also falls under the period of significance, has also undergone several alterations and
additions which minimize the integrity of the building.
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brick and pea-gravel walks which enclose and intersperse the parterres. At the terminus of the
main axis Hopkins built a wooden summer house, sympathetic to the period of the Lewises.

To the east of the Mansion, the land slopes down in a series of terraces, terminating in a large
grass field. On the north side of the Mansion, a Colonial Revival garden introduced by the last
private owners, Senator and Mrs. Oscar Underwood and named in their honor, contains a
fountain and brick walkways. Enclosed by large American boxwood, the garden is an example of
how later owners developed the site with respect for its historical significance.


































































