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La DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OF KNOWN1 PHYSICALAPPEAHANCE 

St. Mary's Church, Fairfax Station, i s  a simple one story white frame building 
i n  the eurly Gothic Revival tradition. It has a 5asilicon plan with a steeple 
at th3 entrance end and an interior gallery. Over the entrance door i s  a large 
Gothic arched window wi th a simple tracery pattern forming twin arches within 
i t .  On either side of the entry way are lancet vtindows. There are four 
additional arched windows al0i7g each of the two sides of the building, three 
on each side are f i l led with plain glass and are wifhout tracery. The end 
window on each side i s  f i l led with stained glass. The exterior of the church 
has not been altered since i t s  coilstruction in  18.53. It i s  sited oil a small hill, 
bur extensive tree cover now limits the visibility from the site. There i s  a 
small churchyard and cemetery on the property. . . 
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, iATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

St. May's Church was bui l t  to serve the needs of the Irish immigrants recruited to worlc on 
coi~struction of the Orange and .4lexandria Railrogd who then settled i n  this arca. 

This was the first Roman Catholic Church bui l t  within Fairfax County and has been i n  
co~itinuous use as a church. 

During the Civ i l  War, after the Second ,%:tie of Bull Run, wounded were brought here b ; ~  
train to  be treuted and evacuuted to  Alexandria und V/ushinjton. Federal fra2ps occrrpied 
the church and used the pews for f i re~ood. 

Claic Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, mode this church her headquarters for 
Ire.:tmetrt of the wv~nded i n  August, 1852. 

The Orange and Alexc~nciria Railroad line was one of the first linss from thz c o ~ s l  to the 
it i lard of Virginiu and a forerunner of the Northern Virginia railway syste.-n. One of i t s  
linzs ran Froin Alexa.liria through Fairfax Court House and out i o  3u'l Run, The lrish 
immigrants recruited to  build this line formed the members of St. Mary's parish. 

Sairli Mary's Church, Fairfax Statio;~, i s  a small on2 story white frame building s t ro i i~ iy  
evocative of ninztelnth and early twentieth century ruiul Virginia. Constructed i n  1658, 
the S u i l d i ~ ? ~  was sited 017 a small hill to ove:look the aiea and especially the railwuy lina 
about a quorter of a mile to the south. The Church and the railrood were closely carinzcterl. 
The Orange nnd Alexandria Xailroad was one of the first railway systems of northern 
Virginia, this spur of i t  connecting Alcxan.lria with Bull Run. Recruited to worl: on t.he 
ruilway, lrish immigrants became the first sizea!~le groirp of Roman Cuth~l ics  to s.ettle i n  
this port of Virginia. It was this grolt;, which formed the nucleus of the new parish and 
construct& the simple church. 

Not I o ; ~  nficr the construction of the building, the Civi l  War erupted and much o f  the 
activity OF i t s  first two years centered around narthem Virginia, In August, 1352, Saint 
Mary's Church became the focul point for treatment of the wounded foll~,vin3 the Second 
Buttle of Bull R u ~ ~ ~  During the preceding sprin3, Clarissa H a r l o ~  Barton, a U n i t d  States 

Potent Off ice clerk 0x4 forrnz~schoaf teacher from Oxford, Massachuset:s, h;ld b q u n  












