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St. Mary's Church, Fairfax Station, is a simple one story white frame building
in the early Gothic Revival tredition, It has a bastlican plan with a steeple
at the entrance end and an interior gallery. Over the entrance door is a large
Gothic arched window with a simple fracery pattemn forming twin arches within
it. On either side of the entry way are lancet windows. There are four
additional arched windows aloig each of the fwo sides of the building, three
on each side are filled with plain glass and are without tracery. The end
window on each side is filled with stained glass. The exterior of the church
has not been altered since its construction in 1853, It is sited on u small hill,
but extensive tree cover now limits the visibility from the site. Thereisa
small churchyard and cemetery on the property. ' =
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Mary's Church was built to serve the needs of the Irish immigrants recruifed to work on
construction of the Orange and Alexandria Railrosd who then settled in this area.

This was the first Roman Catholic Church built within Fairfax Couaty and has been in

continuous use as a church,

~During the Civil War, after the Second Battle of Bull Run, wounded were brought here by
train to be treated and evacuated to Alexandria und Washington. Federal troops occupied
the church and used the pews for firewood,

Clare Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, made this church her headquarters for
treatment of the wounded in August, 18562,

The Orange and Alexandria Railroad line was one of the first linss from the coast fo the
inland of Virginia and a forerunner of the Northem Virginia railway systemn. One of iis
linzs ran from Alexandria through Fairfax Court House and out o Bu'l Run. The Irish
immigronts recruited to build this line formed the members of St. Mary's parish.

Saini Mary's Church, Fairfax Station, is a small one story white frame building strongly
evocative of nineteenth and early twentieth century rural Virginia. Constructed in 1853,
the building was sited on a small hill to overlook the area and especially the railway line
about a quarter of a mile to the south. The Church and the railroad were closely connected.
The Orange ond Alexandria Railroad was one of the first railway systems of northern
Virginia, this spur of it connecting Alexandria with Bull Run. Recruited fo werk on the
ratlway, Irish immigrants became the first sizedble group of Roman Catholics to cettle in

this part of Virginia. It was this gro.sp which formed the nucleus of the new parish and
constructed the simple church.

" Not Jong after the construction of the building, the Civil War erupted and much of the
activity of its first two years centered around northem Virginia. in August, 1862, Saint
Mary's Church became the focal point for treatment of the wounded following the Second
Buttle of Bull Run. During the preceding spring, Clarisso Harlow Barton, o United States

Patent Office elerk and former school teacher from Oxford, Massachuseﬁs, had bagun



















