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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Mount Vernon Memorial Kighway, a portion of the George Washington Memorial Park- 
way, l inks  the southwestern end of Arlington Memorial Bridge on Columbia Island, 
Washington, D.C., with Mount Vernon i n  Fairfax County, Va., along a route  roughly 
paral le l ing the Potomac River. The highway was designed and landscaped to maximize 
scenic, es the t ic ,  and commemorative qua l i t i es  and re ta ins  much of i t s  intended 
character. 

The 8-1/2-mile sect ion i n  Fairfax County from Mount Vernon north to  Hunting ~ree 'k ,  
the southern boundary of Alexandria, is the l e a s t  a l tered portion of the highway. 
Much of the or ig ina l  concrete s lab  construction remains exposed on t h i s  sect ion of 
the road, which i s  four lanes wide with occasional planted median dividers a t  grade 
separations and intersect ions .  

A t  the Mount Vernon terminus i s  a landscaped t r a f f i c  c i r c l e  with flanking parking 
areas screened by vegetation i n  accordance with the or ig ina l  design. Facing the 
c i r c l e  next to  the  gateway to  George Washington's e s t a t e  is the Mount Vernon Inn, 
a colonial  revival  restaurant,  snack bar, and g i f t  shop; i t  and a comparably designed 
octagonal s t ruc ture  i n  f ron t  used as  a Park Police o f f i ce  were b u i l t  i n  conjunction 
with the parkway. A bronze plaque on a boulder nearby iden t i f i e s  the  Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway and i ts  construction f o r  the bicentennial of Washington's b i r t h .  

A single-arch bridge with battered abutments and a decorative projecting stone 
course car r ies  the highway across L i t t l e  Hunting Creek where i t  enters the Potomac 
jus t  eas t  of Washington's es ta te .  The alignment then curves north with the river-  
bank, the  road running close to  the  r i ve r ' s  edge a s  i t  passes Fort  Washington on 
the Maryland shore to  provide scenic views of tha t  impressive 19th century stone 
for t ress .  A bridge of a s ing le  segmental arch bordered by battered buttress projec- 
t ions  car r ies  Alexandria Avenue across the parkway. A t  the north end of the sec- 
t ion  i s  the bridge over Hunting Creek, three arches between battered abutments with 
battered but t resses  a r t icu la t ing  the piers. All  bridges a r e  compatibly faced with 
varicolored rough random ashlar.  

Beveled curbing i s  used throughout the  southern section of the highway for  easy 
pull-off onto the adjac'ent grass. Guard r a i l s  where needed a re  of t reated,  unpainted 
wood to  blend with the natural '  landscape. ' The'original plantings here a r e  most 
f u l l y  i n t ac t  a t  the  Mount Vernon terminus and a t  Belle Haven, a short  distance 
south of Hunting Creek. 

North of Hunting Creek through the Old Town section of Alexandria the parkway u t i -  
l i z e s  Washington S t ree t ,  which runs s t r a igh t  on a nearly north-south alignment 
about 1-3/4 miles to  j u s t  north of F i r s t  Street .  Laid out i n  the l a t e  18th century, 
Washington S t ree t  is l ined with many l a t e  18th and 19th century buildings. I n  1929 

the c i t y  of Alexandria granted the United States  a perpetual easement over the 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Mount Vernon Memorial Highway i s  s ign i f ican t  as  the f i r s t  parkway constructed and 
maintained by the U.S. Government and as  the f i r s t  such road with a comemorative 
function exp l i c i t  i n  i t s  name and alignment. Although predated by other parkways, 
notably i n  Westchester County, New York, the Mount Vernon Memorial Highway south of 
Alexandria i s  probably the l e a s t  a l te red  of such ear ly  roads i n  the United States  
today. Its d i s t i nc t ive  stone-faced arch bridges, concrete s lab base, beveled curb- 
ing, and landscape plantings mark i ts  special  quali ty.  

Planning for  a highway "of noble proportions" l inking Washington, D.C.,  with the 
national shr ine of Mount Vernon began i n  1887-88 with the formation of the Mount Ver- 
non Avenue Association, chartered by the Commonwealth of Virginia. Pursuant to  a 
congressional d i rec t ive ,  L t .  Col. Peter C. Hains of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
surveyed several  routes from the Virginia end of Aqueduct Bridge (predecessor of Key 
Bridge) to George Washington's home and tomb. Hains' vision of the nature and pur- 
pose of the  road was ref lected i n  h i s  report;  submitted i n  1890: 

It i s  t o  commemorate the v i r tues  of the grandest character i n  American history.... 
A road, therefore, b u i l t  from the cap i ta l  of the nation t o  the tomb of i ts  founder, 
would not be such a s  b u i l t  f o r  ordinary t r a f f i c .  It should have the character of a 
monumental s t ructure ,  such as  would comport with the dignity of t h i s  great  nation 
i n  such an undertaking, and the grandeur of character of the  man to  whom it  i s  ded- 
icated.... The grades should be l i g h t ,  the alignment i n  graceful curves, and it 
should pass over some of the high grounds from which the beautiful  scenery along 
the route could be enjoyed, and possibly near the places tha t  Washington himself 
frequented--places t ha t  now have a h i s to r i ca l  i n t e r e s t  because they a r e  associated 
with him.... The roadway should be well paved and well  kept. It should be such a 
work as  no American need f e e l  ashamed of.  

The highway plans received a setback i n  1892 when the Washington, Alexandria, and 
Mount Vernon Railroad b u i l t  an e l e c t r i c  railway to  Mount Vernon, reducing the func- 
t ional  need f o r  the proposed road. But the  concept was kept a l i ve  i n  the comprehen- 
s ive 1902 report  of the Park Improvement Commission of the D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, 
sponsored by the Senate Committee on the Di s t r i c t  of Columbia chaired by Senator 
James McMillan. The Senate Park Commission o r  McMillan Commission, a s  i t  was popular- 
l y  known, proposed the construction of the present Arlington Memorial Bridge and 
recommended tha t  a highway proceed from i ts  southwest terminus t o  Mount Vernon along 
one of the higher and more inland routes surveyed by Hains. 
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