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4. National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
See continuation sheet. - 

determined eligible for the - 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the - 
National Register 
removed from the National Register - 

other (explain) : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

5. Classification - P 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 
private - 

X public-local - 
- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
building ( s )  - 
district 

- site 
X structure - 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
buildings - 
sites 

1 structures 
objects 

1 Total - 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register 0 - 
Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part 
of a multiple property listing.) 
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6. Function or Use 
P 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Transportation Sub: rail-related 

Defense battle site 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Transportation Sub: pedestrian-related 

Landscape park 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation N / A  
roof N  / A  
walls N / A  

other Cut stone culverts; earthen roadbed 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the 
property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the 
criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in 
our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important - 
in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 
a owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes - 
b removed from its original location. - 
c a birthplace or a grave. - 
d a cemetery. - 
e a reconstructed building, object, or structure. - 
f a commemorative property. - 

g less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the 
past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
Transportation 
Economics 
Military 

Period of Significance 1850-1865 Significant Dates 1854, 1857 
1861, 1862 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) N/A 

Cultural Affiliation N/A 

Architect/Builder John McD. Goldsborough, Chief 
Engineer of Manassas Gap R.R. Co. 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on 
one or more continuation sheets.) 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 
or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 

previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark - 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # - 

Primary Location of Additional Data 

State Historic Preservation Office 
Other State agency - 
Federal agency 

X Local government 
University 

X Other 

Name of repository: Resource Management Division, Fairfax County Park 
Authority; Fairfax County Public Library, Virginia Room 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 11.94 acre 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Eastinq Northinq Zone Eastinq Northinq 

X See continuation sheet. - 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a 
continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a 
continuation sheet.) 
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11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Howe, Ronald D., contractor; Richard Sacchi, FCPA 

organization Fairfax County Park Authority; Resource Management Division 

date 30 April 1999 telephone 703-827-8672 

street & number 12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 927 

city or town Fairfax state - VA zip code 22035-1118 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage 
or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Fairfax County Park Authority, Suite 927 

street & number 12055 Government Center Parkway telephone 703-827-8672 

city or town Fairfax state - VA zip code 22035-1118 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the 
National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility 
for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is 
required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as 
amended ( 1 6  U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 
hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining 
data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or 
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, 
P.O. Box 37121, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork 
Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

While the company's immediate prospects did improve, events soon proved 
Marshall's optimism to be unfounded. The Manassas Gap Railroad completed its 
line to Mt. Jackson in the Shenandoah Valley and quickly contracted out the work 
on the entire remaining length of the line to Harrisonburg. The company even 
managed to reduce its floating debt by nearly a third, greatly improving its 
overall financial situation. By late 1860, both President Marshall and Chief 
Engineer Goldsborough were publicly anticipating the eventual resumption of work 
on the Independent Line and Loudoun Branch, stating that this required only that 
"tranquility be restored and the financial operations of the country resume 
their wonted channels ..." (Alexandria Gazette, 16 November 1860, 2 : 5) . But 
tranquility was farther away than any of these men anticipated. Rather, the 
region and the entire country would soon become engulfed in a bloody civil war. 

As fate would have it, the Manassas Gap Railroad became a featured element in 
two of this war's most noted battles. The strategic importance of the Manassas 
Gap Railroad, linking as it did the Shenandoah Valley to the rest of Virginia, 
impelled the Confederates to station General Pierre G. T. Beauregard and his 
troops in Manassas Junction in the spring of 1861. This is reported to be the 
first time that a military force was ever deployed with the mission of 
protecting a railroad. It was the presence of these troops that attracted the 
attention of Union generals and led to the Battle of First Manassas (First Bull 
Run) in July 1861. During this battle, Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston 
used the Manassas Gap Railroad to move troops to Manassas Junction from the 
Shenandoah Valley, thereby garnering the distinction of being the first railroad 
ever to carry troops into battle. Then again in August 1862, the Manassas Gap 
Railroad's unfinished Independent Line became a central feature in battle. 
During the Battle of Second Manassas (Second Bull Run), Stonewall Jackson used 
the unfinished roadbed near Sudley Springs to conceal his troops while he waited 
for reinforcements. In one place in particular, known as "Deep Cut," Jackson's 
men repelled repeated Union assaults and thereby defeated the numerically 
superior forces of General John Pope. 

Nor was the Battle of Second Manassas the only instance in which the Independent 
Line was used during the war; the unfinished roadbed played a more extensive if 
less spectacular role in many other military engagements throughout the war. One 
noted instance occurred during the fall of 1861 when Brigadier General Louis 
Blenker and his Forty-fifth New York Infantry established a picket line along 
the Independent Line near Annandale as part of the extension of Union forces 
back into Northern Virginia. On 2 December 1861, two hundred Confederate 
cavalrymen attacked these pickets, killing one Union soldier and capturing 
fourteen others. Other evidence strongly suggests that John Singleton Mosby and 
his Forty-third Virginia Partisan Rangers used the unfinished Independent Line 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

and Loudoun Branch as a means to evade Union pickets and ambushes while raiding 
in Northern Virginia. Mosby, not particularly forthcoming in his reports to 
Confederate commanders, did report in August 1863 that he and his men were often 
"compelled to travel narrow, unfrequented paths." And at least one of Mosby's 
men would have been familiar with the Manassas Gap Railroad's unfinished 
roadbeds -- John H. Thomas was the son of Henry Wirt Thomas, the company's only 
identified stockholder in Fairfax County and an immediate neighbor to the 
roadbed itself. 

In the end, the Manassas Gap Railroad never recovered from the Civil War and was 
never able to complete its ambitious agenda. Both Union and Confederate troops 
had taken turns smashing the tracks and confiscating its rolling stock, 
depending upon which side needed to use the rails at any particular time. As 
President Marshall reported to the stockholders in November 1866, the war had 
left the railroad devastated and the company was frankly unable to resume normal 
operations. Thus early in 1867, the Manassas Gap Railroad formally merged with 
the Orange and Alexandria Railroad to become the Orange, Alexandria and Manassas 
Railroad; and eventually the whole network was absorbed into the present day 
Southern Railway System. Of course these mergers made the Independent Line 
completely unnecessary, and the line was effectively abandoned. Even the line's 
right of way was relinquished as the Southern Railway began to issue quit-claim 
deeds to many of the landowners across whose land the Independent Line ran. 
Inevitably, large stretches of the roadbed were reclaimed for other uses and 
erased from the landscape, especially where the line was a legal more than a 
physical object. In some places, however, notably where deep cuts, high fills, 
or substantial masonry work existed, the roadbed lingered on. In the case of 
that portion of the roadbed contained within the Manassas Gap Railroad Historic 
Site, the course of the Civil War helped to preserve the roadbed. The land's 
owner, James S. Purdy, had been one of only four men in the Annandale precinct 
to vote against secession, an act that raised suspicions among many of his 
neighbors. By mid-1861, Purdy felt impelled to depart the area in favor of his 
native New York, leaving behind much of his personal property in the process. 
With Purdy gone and the chaos of war engulfing Northern Virginia, the land sat 
fallow. Only after Purdy sold the property to Christian H. Seaman in March 1871 
did it once again become an operating farm, but by then the land surrounding the 
roadbed had already begun to revert to forest. Subsequent landowners seem to 
have accepted it as such; and the Manassas Gap Railroad Independent Line's 
culverts and fills, sheltered by trees and forgotten by time, simply endured. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

See map entitled "Manassas Gap: Historical Railroad," page 1 of 4. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary for the Manassas Gap Railroad Independent Line as it exists 
within the Manassas Gap Railroad Historic Site includes sufficient land to 
encompass the historic resource and provide it with sufficient setting for 
protection and interpretation. While the roadbed and its immediate environs 
originally extended over a much larger area, much of this has been and will 
continue to be altered by development in Fairfax County and Northern Virginia. 
In order to preserve and protect the Manassas Gap Railroad Independent Line as 
it exists within the Manassas Gap Railroad Historic Site, the Fairfax County 
Park Authority acquired ownership of 11.94 acres of land containing the 
roadbed as it crosses the Coon Branch Valley for use as a park and pedestrian 
walkway. The boundary coincides with the legal boundaries of six separate 
parcels transferred to Fairfax County between the years 1975 and 1981 which is 
now designated as the Manassas Gap Railroad Historic Site. 
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Photographs 

#1 - 3. Richard Sacchi 
4. 9 December 1999 
5. Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, VA, 

negative #17790-24. 
6. The roadbed of the Manassas Gap Railroad Independent Line facing west 

from the north side of the bed near the intersection of Woodland Road 
and the Manassas Gap Railroad Historic Site. 

# 2  - 3. Richard Sacchi 
4. 9 December 1999 
5. Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, VA, 

negative #17790-3. 
6. The roadbed of the Manassas Gap Railroad Independent Line facing east. 

# 3  - 3. Richard Sacchi 
4. 9 December 1999 
5. Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, VA, 

negative #17790-7. 
6. The roadbed of the Manassas Gap Railroad Independent Line facing east 

from near the east end of the Manassas Gap Railroad Historic Site. 

#4 - 3. Richard Sacchi 
4. 9 December 1999 
5. Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, VA, 

negative #17790-1. 
6. The interior facing north of the western culvert at the Manassas Gap 

Railroad Historic Site. 

# 5  - 3. Richard Sacchi 
4. 9 December 1999 
5. Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, VA, 

negative #17790-0. 
6. The southern opening of the western culvert at the Manassas Gap Railroad 

Historic Site. 

#6 - 3. Richard Sacchi 
4. 9 December 1999 
5. Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, VA, 

negative #17790-4. 
6. The northern opening of the eastern culvert at the Manassas Gap Railroad 

Historic Site. 








































